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much leſs glory than had diſtinguiſhed the more early 

periods of his reign, His ſucceſſor, Richard II. ſon 

of the Black Prince, was little able to recover what | 

had been loſt through the indiſpoſition of his father, * 

and the dotage of his grandfather. Happy had it | 

been for him, and for his people, could he have 


ruled his own kingdom with 3 13 
Vor. II. B Ri- 


AD. 1377. weakneſs was not immediately perceived or felt by 


THE HISTORY OF 


RicyarD was certainly a weak prince, but his 


the nation. He was only, at his acceſſion, a boy of 
eleven years of age, from whom conſequently little 
could be expected. The habits of order and obedi- 
ence, which the nobility had been taught by the 
third Edward, ſtill influenced them; and the autho- 
rity of Richard's three uneles, the dukes of Lan- 
caſter, York, and Glouceſter, ſufficed to repreſs for 
a time that turbulent ſpirit, to which the great ba- 
rons were fo often ſubje& during a weak reign. The 
different characters of thoſe three princes rendered 
them alſo a counterpoiĩſe to each other; ſo that there 
appeared no new circumſtance in the 3 ſitua- 
tion of England, which could endanger the public 


peace, or give any immediate apprehenſions to the 


lovers of their country. 


Bur this flattering proſpect proved deluſive. Diſ- 


contents and diſſenſions ſoon took place among all or- 


ders of men. The firſt tumult was of the popular 
kind. War had been carried on between France and 
England, after the deach of Edward III. but in ſo 


languid a manner as ſerved only to exhauſt the finan- 


A. D. 2380. 


ces of both kingdoms. In order to repair the ex- 


pences of theſe fruitleſs armaments, the Engliſh parli- 
ament found it neceſſary to impoſe a poll tax, of 
three groats a head, on every perſon, male and fe- 
male, above fifteen years of age. The inequality and 
injuſtice of this tax was obvious to the meaneſt ca- 
pacity, and the rigorous manner in which it was le- 
vied made it yet more grievous, 'The great body of 
the people, many of whom were ſtill in a ſtate of ſla- 
very, became ſeverely ſenſible of the unequal lot 
which fortune had affigned them in the diftribution 
of her favours, They looked up to the firſt origin 

| 7 | of 


as oarsS abs «a << _ * 


mn Y ©Q 6, <2 2» 


MODERN EUROPE. X 
of thankind from one common ſtock, their equal right LETTER 
to liberty, and to all the benefits of nature. Nor did 
W they fail to reflect on the tyranny of artificial diſtine- A. P. 1386. 
p | tions, the abuſes which had ariſen from the degrada- 


tion of the more conſiderable part of the 3 and 
the aggrandiſement of a few individuals * 


6 When Adam delv'd, and Eve ſpan, 
« Whete was then the 1 e * 


Was their favourite diftich : and although theſe verſes, 
when miſapplied, ſtrike at the foundation of all ſoci- 
ety, they contain a ſentiment ſo flattering to that ſenſe 
of primitive equality, engraved in the hearts of all 
men, as never to be repeated without ſore degree of 
approbation. 


When the diſcontents of the populace were thus AD. 1387. 
prepared, the inſolence of a tax-gatherer, and the 
ſpirit of # blackſmith, blew them into a flame. While 
the blackſmith was at work, in a village of Effex, the 
tax-gatherer came into his ſhop, and demanded pay- 
ment for his daughter. The father replied, that ſhe . 
was below the age preſcribed by the ſtatute : the tax- 
gatherer affirmed ſhe was a full grown woman, and in 
proof of his aſſertion attempted an indecency ; which 
incenſed the blackſmith to ſuch a degree, that he 
knocked the ruffian dead with his forge- hammer. The 


d by-ſtanders applauded the action; and exclaimed that 
— it was full time for the people to take vengeance on 
- their tyrants; and aſſert their native rights. They 
f A flew to arms: the flame of ſedition ſpread from coun- 
19 to r and before the government had the 
t 

n . eau. liv. " Wallingham, Knighton. 
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leaſt intimation of the danger, the diſorder had grown 


beyond all controul or Op PER 


TazsE mutinous peaſants, to the number of one 
hundred thouſand, aſſembled on Black-heath, under 
their leader, Wat Tyler; and ſent a meſſage to the 
king, who had taken ſhelter in the Tower, that they 
defired a conference with him. Richard ſailed down 
the river in a barge for that purpoſe; but on ap- 
proaching the ſhore, he diſcovered ſuch ſymptoms of 


'* tumult and inſolence, that he judged it prudent to re- 


turn. - Finding however that the Tower would be no 
ſecurity againſt the lawleſs multitude, and afflifted at 
the ravages and cruelties of the rioters, who had bro- 


ken into the city of London; plundered the mer- 


chants, and cut off the heads of all the gentlemen 
they could ſeize; the young king ſound it neceſſary 
to go out, and aſk their demands. They required a 
general pardon; the abolition of ſlavery ; freedom of 
commerce in market-towns, without toll or impoſt ; 
and a fixed rent on lands, inſtead of the ſervices due 
by villanage. Theſe requeſts were highly reaſonable; 
but the behaviour of Wat Tyler, their leader, who in 
making his demands, frequently brandiſhed his ſword 
in a menacing manner, ſo incenſed William Walworth, 


lord mayor of London, that he lifted up his mace, or, 


as others ſay, his ſpear, and ftruck Tyler a violent 
blow, which brought him to the ground, where hc 
Was inſtantly run through the body by another of 
the king's train. The mutigeers ſeeing their leader 
fall, prepared themſelves for revenge; and the king 
and his whole company muſt have periſhed on the 
ſpot, had not Richard diſcovered an extraordinary 
preſence of mind in that extremity, He ordered his 
attendants to ſtop, advanced alone towards the enraged 
multitude, and accoſting them with an affable and 
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MODERN EUROPE. 5 


intrepid countenance, ©* What! my good people,” LEVIER 
ſaid he, „is the meaning of this commotion, ? —Be Lv 
&« not concerned for the loſs of your leader, I am A P. 2381. 
« your king : I will become your leader : follow me 

cc into the field, and you ſhall have whatever you de- 

<« fire,” Over-awed by the royal preſence, they im- 

plicitly followed him; and he peaceably diſmiſſed 

them, after granting them their demands. | 


Ricxard's conduct on this occafion, conſidering 
that he was only ſixteen years of age, raiſed great ex- 
pectations in the nation; but in proportion as he ad- 
vanced in years, they gradually vaniſhed, and-. his 
want of capacity, or at leaft of ſolid judgment, ap- 
peared in every meaſure which he adopted. His firſt 
expedition was againſt Scotland, into which he march- 
ed at the head of an army of fixty thouſand men. A. D. 1385. 
The Scots did not pretend to make reſiſtance againſt 
ſo great a force : they abandoned, without ſcruple, 
their rugged territory to be pillaged and laid waſte 
by the enemy, and made an incurſion into the more 
fertile provinces of England, where they colleQed a 
rich booty, and returned in tranquillity to their own 
country. The Engliſh monarch, however, wandered 
over great part of the comparatively barren kingdom 
of Scotland, and Jed his army back into England, 
without taking vengeance on the enemy for their de- 
vaſtations*, His impatience to return, and enjoy his 
uſual pleaſures and amuſements, over-balanced every 
higher conſideration, and made even revenge a motive 
too feeble to detain him. 


RicHaRD, like moſt weak princes, now reſigned 
= himſelf wholly to the direction of a favourite, Robert 
de Vere, earl of Oxford, a young nobleman of diſ- 


2 Ibid. 's 3. T. Walſingham. Froiſſard, ubi fon: 
: B 3 © ſolute 


= 
. PARTI. 


THE HISTORY OF 

ſolute manners, whom he loaded with richeg, wit 

un, and with dignities. He firſt created him mar- 
quis of Dublin, and afterwards duke of Ireland, with 
a parliamentary grant of the ſovereignty of that king- 
dom for life. The uſual, and but too often juſt 
complaints againſt the inſolence of favourites, were 
ſoon-loudly echoed, and greedily received, in all parts 
of England. A civil war was the conſequence : the 


A. D. 1388, royal party was defeated; and Richard was obliged 


* 


AD: 1399 


to reſign the government into the hands of a council 
of fourteen, appointed by the parliament. The duke 
of Glouceſter, who had been at the head of this in- 
ſurrection, next entered an accuſation againſt five of 
the king's miniſters, who were declared guilty of high 
treafon ; ; and as many of them as could be ſeized 
were executed. The duke of Ireland made his eſcape 
beyond ſea, as did Michael de la Pole, earl of Suf- 
folk, who had diſcharged the office of lord bigh chan- 
Feller. Both died abroad. 


IT might naturally be expected that Richard, thus 
reduced to a ſtate of ſlavery by his ſubjects, and un- 
able to defend his ſervants from the reſentment of his 
uncles, would remain long in ſubjeQion, and never 
recover the royal power without the moſt violent 
ſtruggles: but the event proved otherwiſe. In leſs 
than twelve months he was entirely reconciled to his 


uncles, and exerciſed the regal 1 8 e in | its full 


. 


? 
* 


AFTER theſe domeſtic diſturbances were compoſed, 
and the government reſtored to its natural ſtate, there 
paſſed an interval of eight years diſtinguiſhed -by no 
remarkable event; but during which the king brought 
himſelf into the loweſt degree of perſonal contempt, 
even 8 his 5 +; apron in a great meas» 
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MODERN EUROPE. 
ſure unexceptionable. 
he ſpent his whole time in feaſting and jollity ; and 
diſſipated in idle ſhew, or laviſhed upon favourites of 
no reputation, that revenue which the people expett- 
ed to ſee him employ in undertakings for Gs public 
honour and advantage. 


Tas duke of Glouceſter ſoon perceived the op- 
portunities which this diſſolute conduct of his nephew 
afforded him of infinuating himſelf into the affections 
of the nation; and he determined to aſpire at popu- 
larity, as the ladder to the throne. He ſeldom ap- 
peared at court or in the council: 
his opinion but in order to diſapprove of the meaſures 
embraced by the king and his favourites; and he 
courted the friendſhip of every man whom difappoint- 
ment or private reſentment had rendered an enemy to 
the adminiftration. Richard, however, got 1atelli- 
gence of his deſigns, and ordered him unexpeCtedly to 
be arreſted, and carried over to Calais; the only place 
where he could ſafely be detained in cuſtody, by rea- 
ſon of his numerous partizans, and where he was ſoon 
after murdered. The royal vengeance fell alſo, 
though with different degrees of feverity, on the earls 
of Arundel and Warwick, the ſuppoſed accomplices 
of Glouceſter, and on the archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Arundels brother, who was baniſhed the kingdom, 
Arundel himſelf was beheaded, and Warwick wag 


doomed to perpetual confinement i in the Iſle of Man +. 


Tu deſtruction of the duke of Gloncefter, and the 
ſupporters of his party, was followed by a miſunder- 


£4 ſtanding among thoſe noblemen who had joined in the 


proſecution ; and the duke of Hereford, in particular, 
went ſo far as to accuſe the duke of Norfolk in par- 


. T. Wallingham, Froiſfard, liv, iv. Rymer, vol. vil 
B - liament, 


. 


Addicted to vulgar pleaſures, LETTER 


XLII. 


he never declared 


AD. 13% · 


- FT 


8 


T HE HIS TO RV OF 


Nr I. liament, of having ſpoken ** many flanderous words 


« of the king,” Norfolk denied. the charge; gave 


AD: 4398. Heretord the lie, and offered to prove his. innocence 


by duel. The challenge was accepted ; the time and 
place of combat were appointed, and the whole na- 
tion was held in ſuſpence with regard to the event. 
But when the two champions appeared in the field, 
accoutred for the fight, the king interpoſed, to pre- 


vent both the preſent effuſion of blood, and the future 


conſequences of the quarrel. He ſtopped the duel, 
by the advice and authority of the parliamentary com- 
miſſioners, appointed to regulate the combat; and, by 


the ſame authority, he ordered both the cobatants to 


leave the kingdom 5, Hereford was baniſhed for ten 
years, and Norfolk for life, ; 


* 


Tux ſentence pronounced upon theſe two noble- 
men appears to have been impartial, but it ſurely was 
not equitable, The one was condemned without be- 


ing charged with any offence ; the other without be- 


ing convicted of any crime, It was alſo unpopular. 
Richard's conduct in this affair was conſidered as a 
mark of the puſillanimity of his temper : and the 
weakneſs and fluQuation of his councils, at leaſt, ap- 
pear'on no occaſion more evident, Henry duke of 
Hereford, being a man af great prudence and ſelf- 


command, behaved himſelf with ſo much humility , 


after his condemnation, that 'the king promiſed to 
ſhorten the term of his exile four years ; and alſo 
granted him letters patent impowering him, in caſe 
any inheritance ſhould accrue to him during the in- 


terval, to enter into immediate poſſeſſion. But Here- 
ford, who was ſon to the duke of Lancaſter, had no 


ſooner left the kingdom than Richard's jealouſy of 
the power and riches of that family revived ; and he 


grew ſenſible, that by Glouceſter's death he vl only 


5. T. Walſingham. Pari. Hiſt. vol, i. 
8 removed 


MODERN EUROPE. "HR 
moved a counterpoiſe to the Lancaſtrian intereſt, LETTER, 
nich was now became formidable to the throne, He 4 
ö therefore took every method to fully abroad the re- AD. 1399. 
|, Wpotation of Henry duke of Hereford, and to obſtruct | 
is alliances, by repreſenting him as guilty of treaſon- 
able practices; and when the duke of Lancaſter died, 

Wc revoked his letters patent to Henry, and retained 


poſſeſſion of the family eſtate 5, 


THesz inſtances of rapacity and ſeverity, and the 
circumſtances with which they were accompanied, 
threw upon Richard the univerfal odium of the peo- 
ple. Hereford, now duke of Lancaſter, had formerly 
acquired the eſteem of the public by his valour and 
abilities. He was connected with moſt of the princi- 
pal nobility by blood, alliance, or friendſhip ; his 
{misfortunes added double luſtre to his merit; all men 
made his caſe their own: they entered into his re- 
ſentment; and they turned their eyes towards him 
as the only perſon who could retrieve the loſt honour 
of the nation, or reform the abuſes of government. 


WHILE the minds of men were thus diſpoſed, Ri- 
chard went over to quell an inſurrection in Ireland, 
and thereby imprudently afforded his exiled. couſin 
an opportunity of gratifying the wiſhes of the nation. 
Henry landed at Ravenſpur, in Yorkſhire, accompa- 
nied only by fixty perſons; but he was ſuddenly 
We joined by the earls of Northumberland and Weſt- 
moreland, two of the moſt potent barons in England, 

and the malcontents in all quarters flew to arms. He 
WE ſolemnly declared that he had no other purpoſe in this 
iavraſion than to recover the duchy of Lancaſter, 
ag unjuſtly . detained from him; and he entreated his 
uncle, the duke of York, who had been left guardian 


JJ ⁵¼; .. 


6. Tyrrel, vol. iii. from the Records. 
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\THE/HISTOL'Y OF 
of the kingdom, not to oppoſe a loyal and humble 
ſupplicant in the recovery of his legal patrimony. 
His entreaties had the deſired effect. The guardian 


embraced his cauſe, and he immediately found him - . N 


felf maſter of England. 


' { 


pew no ſooner received intelligence of this 


invaſion than he haſtened over from Ireland, and 


Fo landed at Milford Haven, with a body of twenty thou- i 


fand men. But even that ſmall army was ſeized with . | 


the ſpirit of diſaffection, and the king found himſelf Bi 


almoſt entirely deſerted. In this extremity. he fled A 


to the Iſle of Angleſea, where he propoſed to embark 


for France, and there wait the return of his ſabjeQs 


to a ſenſe of their duty. But before he had an 25 


portunity of carrying his deſign into execution, 
earl of Northumberland waited upon him from the 


duke of Lancaſter, with the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of 


loyalty and ſubmiſſion; and Richard was ſo. credu- 
lous as to put himſelf in the power of his enemy. He 
was carried about in an abje& manner, expoſed to the 
inſults of the populace ; depoſed, confined in priſon, 
and afterwards murdered 7. And the duke of Lan- 


caſter was proclaimed king, under the name of Heg- 


ry IV. | N 


Tux "TITER of the reign of Henry IV. as may i 
naturally be expected from the manner in which he 
obtained the throne, was ſtained by many acts of 
blood and violence. All who oppoſed his title fell a 
facrifice to his rigid policy, and ſuperſtition was 
called in, to ſwell by new crimes the horrid catalogue. 
While a ſubject, Henry was believed to have ſtrong- 
ly imbibed the principles of Wickliffe, a ſecular prieſt 
educated at Oxford, who, during the reigns of Ed- 


7. T. Walfingham. Froiſfard. ubi ſup. 
throne 
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ö Ri he doctrine of LETTER 
ward III. and Richard II. preached t e f *r 
reformation; but finding himſelf poſſeſſed of. te 
W throne by ſo precarious a title, this politic prince 
WE thought fuperſtition a neceſſary engine of public au- 
W thority. There had hitherto been no penal laws en- 
acted againſt hereſy in England : Henry, therefore, 
who made nothing of ſacrificing his principles to his 
intereſt, underſtanding that the clergy called loudly 
for the puniſhment of the diſciples of Wickliffe, 
whoſe learning and genius had in ſome meaſure bro- 
ken the fetters of prejudice, reſolyed to 22 the 
W favour of the church by the moſt effectual of all me- A. P. 1400. 
W thods, by gratifying her vengeance on thoſe who pre- | 
@ ſumed to diſpute her infallibility. A law was accord- 
We ingly enacted, That when any heretic, who relapſed, 
or refuſed to abjure his opinions, was delivered over 
to the ſecular arm, by the biſhop or his commiſſaries, 
he ſhould be committed to the flames by the civil 
magiſtrate, before the whole peoples. This weapon 
did not long remain unemployed in the hands of the 
clergy. William Sautre,' a clergyman in London, 
had been condemned by the convocation at Canter- 
bury : his ſentence was ratified by the houſe of peers ; 
W the king iſſued his writ for the execution; and the 
W unhappy ſectary ſuffered the puniſhment of fire, be- 
W cauſe he could not think as the church directed. What 
a fatal prelude to future horrors, proceeding from the 
ſame ſource ! 5 ot | 


Bur all the prudence and precaution of Henry 
could not ſhield him from numerous alarms. He was 
* threatened from France with an invaſion, which was 
only prevented by the diſorders in that country; and 
= the revolution in England was ſpeedily followed by an 
> jnſurredlion in Wales. Owen. Glendour, deſcended 


8. 2 Hen. IV. c. vii. 
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from the ancient princes of that country, had become 


obnoxious on account of his attachment to Richard; 
and Reginald, lord Grey of Ruthyn, who was cloſely 


connected with the new king, and who enjoyed a great ; 5 | 
fortune i in the Marches of Wales, thought the oppor- 


tunity favourable for oppreſſing his neighbour, and 
taking poſſeſſion of his eftate. Glendour, provoked 
at the injuſtice, and ſtill more at the indignity, re- 
covered poſſeſhon by the ſword. Henry ſent aſliſt- 
ance to Grey, the Welch took part with Glendour : 
a tedious and troubleſome war was kindled, which 
Glendour long ſuſtained by his valour and aRtivity, 
aided by the natural ftrength of the country, and the 
untamed ſpirit of the inhabitants. | 


Tux Scots alſo were tempted by theſe diſorders to 
make incurſions into England; and Henry, deſitous 
of taking revenge upon them, conducted an army as 
far north as Edinburgh. But finding that the Scots 
would neither ſubmit nor give him battle, he return- 


ed without effecting any thing of conſequence, Next 


ſeaſon however, Archibald earl of Douglas, who at the 
head of twelve thouſand men, attended by many of 


the principal nobility of Scotland, had made an irrup- 


tion into the northern counties, was overtaken by the 
Percies of Northumberland on his return, at Homel- 
don, on the borders of England, where a fierce bat- 
tle enſued, and the Scots were totally. routed. Douglas 
himſelf was taken priſoner ; as were the earls of An- 
gus, Murray, Orkney, and many others of the Soottilh 


_ "nobility and gentry ?. 


Wren Henry received intelligence of this victory, 


he ſent the earl of Northumberland orders not to ran- 
ſome his priſoners; a privilege which that nobleman 


9. Walſingham, | Hall, Otterbourne. 
SIE | regarded 
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regatded as his right, by the then received laws of 1 


war. The king intended to detain them, that he 


wy might be able, by their means, to make an advanta- A. P. 1402. 


; £ geous peace with Scotland. But by this ſelfiſn policy 
be gave freſh diſguſt to the powerful family of 
Northumberland. The impatient ſpirit of Harry 
Percy, commonly known by the name of Hot- 
W ſpur, and the factious diſpoſition of the earl of Wor- 
ceſter, younger brother of the earl of Northumber- 
land, inflamed the diſcontents of that nobleman; and 
the precarious title of Henry tempted Northumber- 
land to ſeek revenge, by overturning that throne 
which he had at firſt eſtabliſhed. He entered into a 
WT correſpondence with Glendour ; he ſet the earl of 
Douglas at liberty, and made an alliance with that 
martial chieftain. But when war was ready to break 
out, the earl of Northumberland was unfortunately 
ſeized with a ſudden illneſs at Berwick ; and young 


Percy, taking the command of the troops, marched 


towards Shrewſbury, in'order to' join his forces with 
thoſe of Glendour, 


Tux king had happily a ſmall army on foot, with 
= which he intended to act againſt the Scots; and knows 
ing the importance of celerity in all civil wars, he in- 
WE ſtantly hurried down, in order to give battle to the 
rebels. He approached Percy near Shrewſbury, be- 
fore that nobleman was joined by Glendour ; and 
the policy of one leader, and impatience of the other, 
made them haſten to a general engagement. The 


= armics were nearly equal in number, conſiſting of a- 


bout twelve thouſand men each ; and we ſcarcely find 
any battle in thoſe ages, where the ſhock was more 


A. D. 1430. 


terrible or more conſtant. Henry expoſed his perſon + 


in the thickeſt of the fight; and the prince of Wales, 


his gallant ſon, whoſe military atchieyvements became 
; | | aſter- 


6 


14 


PARTI afterwards ſo famous; and who here performed bis 
A.D. 1403: noviciate in arms, fignalized himſelf in a remarkable 
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manner. Percy ſupported that renown . which he 


had acquired in many a bloody combat; and Doug- 


las, his ancient enemy, and now his friend, ſtill ap- 
peared his rival amid the horror and confuſion of 


the fight. This nobleman performed feats of valout 


which are almoſt incredible. He ſeemed determined 
the king of England ſhould fall that day by his arm. 
He ſought him all over the field; and as Henry had 


accoutred ſeveral captains in the royal garb, in order 


to encourage his troops, the ſword of Douglas ren- 
dered that honour fatal to many. But while the ar- 
mies were contending in this furious manner, the 
death of Hotſpur, accompliſhed by an unknown hand, 
deeided the victory: the royaliſts prevailed. There 


are ſaid to have fallen on both fides near two thouſand 
three hundred gentlemen, 


The earl of Northumberland, having recovered 
from his ſickneſs, had levied a freſh army, and was 
on his march to join his ſon ; but being oppoſed by 
the earl of Weſtmoreland, and hearing of the defeat 
at Shrewſbury, he diſmiſſed his forces, and came with 
a ſmall retinue to the king at York. He-pretended 
that his ſole intention in arming was to mediate be- 
tween the parties. Henry thought proper to admit 
the apology, and even granted him a pardon for his 


offence. All the other rebels were treated with equal 
lenity; and, except the earl of Worceſter and Sir Ri- 
chard Vane, who were regarded as the chief authors 
of the inſurrection, no perſon engaged in that danger- 


ous conſpiracy ſeems to have periſhed by the hands of 


the executioner 5. 


20. Ibid. Rymer, vol. viii, 
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Tris rebetlion was no ſooner quelled, than another 
was ready to break out, ſupported by the earl of Not- 


tingham and the archbiſhop of York. But it was 
diſcovered before it was ripe for execution, and the 


thumberland alſo was concerned in this ſecond rebel- 
lion, but made his eſcape into Scotland; whence re- 
turning to commit new diſorders, he was flain at 
Bramham, along with lord Bardolf **, The defeat 
of Glendour, and the ſubmiſſion of the Welſh, which 
happened ſoon after, freed Henty from all his domef- 


the heir to the crown of Scotland into his hands, 
made him alſo ſecure on that quarter, 


ſlender capacity, was extremely innocent and inof - 
fenfive in his condutt. But Scotland, at that time, 
was ſtill leſs fitted than England for cheriſhing a ſo- 
vereign of ſuch a character. The duke of Albany, 
Robert's brother, a prince of a boiſterous and violent 
diſpoſition, had aſſumed the government of the ſtate; 
and Mot ſatisfied with preſent authority, he enter- 
tained the criminal purpoſe of extirpating his bro- 
ther's children, and of acquiring the crown to his 
own family. He threw into priſon David, his eldeſk 
nephew, who there periſhed by hunger; fo that 
James, the younger brother of David, alone ſtood be. 
tween the tyrant and the throne. . Robert, therefore, 
ſenſible of his ſon's danger, embarked him on board a 
ſhip, with a view of ſending him into France, and 
of truſting him to the protection of that friendly pow- 
er. Unfortunately, however, the veſſel was taken 


time à truce between the two kingdoms, Henry re- 


1 . Walſingham. 
a fuſed 


earl and the archbiſhop were both beheaded. Nor- 


tic enemies; and a fortunate event which had thrown 


RozearT III. king of Scotland, though a prinee of 


by the Engliſh ; and although there ſubſiſted at that 


15 
LETT 
XLI 


— — 


A. D. 1405. 


Av. 1408. 


A.D. 1409, 
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Which afterwards qualified him, when he mounted 
tue throne, to reform, in ſome meaſure, the rude and 


- . which be at length brought into much order, by his 
valour, prudence, and addreſs. In his latter years, 


bright projects, which his more fortunate ſon con- 


4. D. 1413. 


tranſmit a throne to his ente, with * violence 


THE HISTORY OF 
fuſed to reſtore the young prince to his liberty 15 


But he made ample amends for this want of generb- 
fity, by beſtowing on James an excellent education, 


barbarous manners of his native country. 


TH E remaining part of the reign of Henry IV. was 
chiefly ſpent in regulating the affairs of his kingdom; 


however, he began to turn his eyes towards thoſe 


ducted ſo ſucceſsfully againſt the French monarchy; 
but his declining health prevented him from attempt- 
ing to put any of them in execution. Afflicted for 
ſome years with violent fits, which frequently de- 
prived him of all ſenſation, and threatened his exiſt- 
ence, he was carried off by one of them at Weſtmin- 
ſter in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the thir- 
teenth of his reign 11. He left behind him the Jepu- 
tation of a wiſe prince, a prudent king, but a bad 
man; and yet, if we conſider the circumſtances in 
which he was involved, we can hardly conceive any 
perſon to carry his ambition to the ſame-height, and 


to humanity. 


W. ſhould now examine the affairs of "OO undet 
Charles VI. as an introduction to the -reign of Henry 
V. of England, who became ſovereign of both king- 
doms ; but we muſt firſt carry forward the hiſtory ol 
the empire and the church, 


12- Buchanan, lib. 10. Scetichronicon, lib, xv, 
13. Walfingham, Otterbourne. 
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L E TT EA XII. 


The Gunman EMriks and iu Dependencies RoMs 
and the ITAL1an SrAT ES; from the Acceſſion of 
WInCESLAUS to the death of S1GtsMUND: 


EE hiſtory of the German empire, my dear IETTEn 
T Philip, becomes always more important to us, XL. 
in proportion as we advance in the narration, though "Y * 
the empite itſelf grew daily leſs conſequeritial, We 
now approach two priticipal events in the hiſtory of 
the church: the Great Schiſm in the Weſt, and the 
Council of Conſtance. | 


WrxeziL Abs, at the age of ſeventeen, ſuccteded A. U. 1270 
W his father, Charles IV. in the government of the em | 
WE pire, and on the throne of Bohemia, when the church 
was divided by oe of thoſe violent contefts ſo diſ- 
Weraccful to Chriſtianity. © The Iralians had raiſed to 
me pontificate Urban VI. who confirmed the elec- 
ion of the new emperor, and the French had choſen _ 
WClement VII. During theſe troubles Winceſlaus 
Wappointed Jadoc, marquis of Moravia, his vicar- 
Wpeneral in Italy; laid injunctions on him to inquire 1 
which of the two perſons choſen, was the true pope j 
Wo acknowledge and protect him whom he ſhould find 
Wo be carionically elected, and to expel by force the | 
her, who had intruded himſelf into the chaif, He . B. ij 
ikewiſe held a diet at Nuremburg, and afterwards 
oe at Frankfort, where the affair of the popes bes 
yg examined, Urban VI. was acknpwledged by the 
ermas biſhops and archbiſhops; and Winceſlaus and 
f 7 he princes of the empire engaged to protect him iti 
Wc papacy”, | | 

1. Du POR R "UF 
88 Gen, ds Schifme, Ke. Maixaboutg, Ei. as Gro 
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8 Dn 79. ed to Aix-la-Chapelle, where he reſided ſome time, 


enter into aſſociations for their mutual defence. At 


THE HISTORY OF 


Ar rzn the diet of Frankfort, the emperor repair- 


becauſe the plague raged in Bohemia; and here he 
gave bimſelf up to all manner of debiuckery; neg- 
lecting the affairs of the empire. to ſuch a degree, that 
the princes and towns of Germany were obliged to 


the ſame time Italy was torn to pieces by the ſchiſin 
in the church. Clement, who had taken Rome from 
his rival, was expelled in his turn hy the citizens, and 
afterwards ſettled at Avignon, the former refidence 
of the French pontiffs. Urban uſed his victory like 


a tyrant, But all prieſts in power, it has been faid, 


{ 
are tyrants, The famous Joan, queen of Naples, of | 
whom I have already had occafion to ſpeak,; firſt ex- f 
perienced the effects of Urban's VEngrance. 1 | , 
$ . 

Tais princeſs; So had imprudently eſpouſed the g 
Fen of Clement, had been ſeveral-times married, but 8 
had no children by any of her huſbands; ſhe there- q 

fore adopted Charles de Durazzo, the e he ir to 1 
ber kingdom, and the only remaining deſcendant of h 
the houſe of Anjou in Naples. But Durazzo, un- D1 
willing to wait for the crown till the natural death of {AY af 
his adoptive mother, aſſociated himſelf with pop: 
+ Urban, who crowned him” king of Naples at Rome, 
on condition that he ſhould beſtow the principality = 
of Capua on Frencis Prignano, nephew to his Hol O. 
neſs. Urban alſo depoſed queen Joan, and e 1 M. 
her guilty of hereſy and . 2 cor 
a telt 
#4 Tuner ſteps being taken, the pope. * Duram = 
5 marched towards Naples. The church plate aui Alle 
church lands were ſold, in order to facilitate the cor Wer 


AD. 1382. ne and troops. In this extremity, ſhie invited n I 


\ 
- We p 
of T8 77 
n iN 4 * 


queſt. Joan, meanwhile, was deſtitute of both mo 
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ker aſfiſtance Lewis of Anjou, brother to Charles V. 

of France. But Lewis, whom ſhe had adopted in the 
room of the ungrateful Durazzo, arrived too late to 
defend his benefactreſs, or diſpute the kingdom with 
his competitor. Tha pope and Durazzo entered Na- 
ples, after having defeated and taken priſoner Otho 
of Brunſwick, the queey” s huſband, All reſiſtance 
now appeared to be in vain, and flight alone ſeemed 
practicable. But even in this the unfortunate Joan 
failed : ſhe fell into the hands. of the uſurper; who, 
in order to give ſome colour to his barbarity, de- 
clared himſelf the avenger of the murder of her firſt 
huſband. Lewis king of Hungary was. conſulted in 
regard to the fate of the unhappy queen. He re- 
plied, that ſhe muſt ſuffer the ſame. death which ſhe 
had inflited on bis brother and her huſband, Andrew 4 
and Durazzo ordered her to be ſmothered between 
two mattreſſes *, Thus periſhed the famous Joan I. 

queen of Naples, who was celebrated by Petrarch and 


. GTM TT OW OO 


X 


= , Boccace ; and whoſe life, character, and cataſtrophe; 
Mt have a ogtilar reſemblance to thoſe of the unfortu- 
5 7 nute Mary Stuart, queen of Scotland, whom 1 mall 
ri afterwards have occafi on to mention, KS 

— i Wurz one gallant womid thus ſunk beneath the 
lis arm of power, another roſe ſuperior to all refiſtange, 
o. On the death of Olaus, king of Denmark, his mother 
arel Margaret aſcended the throne, with the unanimous 


Wy conſent of the people; and even recommended her- 
elf ſo ſtrongly to the Swedes, who were oppreſſed 
rau y their own king Albert, that they renounced their 

ni llegiance to that prince, and made her a ſolemn ten- 
cor er of their crown. She accopted the offer ; marchs 


ed u 1 2. Giagone, Zip. 4 M. 866 
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we rights of the empire, both in Italy and Germany, 


A d. 1399- 


2 Wien avs was ſo little mortifiec at the news 


ed to their affiance, and defeated Albert, who was 


debauchery, and ſeemed induſtrious in acquiring the 
upon people of all ranks. In order to familiarize 


whom he diſtinguiſhed by the appellatios of his goſſip; 


5 i be delivered from the burden of the etnpire ; be- 


"> 4: Dubfav. lib. iii: Anl. de ! Emp. tons ii. 
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depoſed, and obliged to retire into the dominions of 
his brother the duke of Mecklenburg. On this revo- 
lution in Sweden, Margaret aſſumed the reins of go- 
vernment, and was diſtinguiſhed by the appellation 
of the Semiramis of the North 3, 


Maar Winceſlaus continued immerſed in 


implacable hatred of his ſubjects by the extraordinary 
taxes he impoſed, and the cruelties which he exerciſed 


himſelf to blood and carnage, he deſcended ſo low, as 
to contract an intimacy with the public executioner, 


and in one of his fits of intoxication, he is ſaid to have 
ordered his cook to be roaſted alive“. | 


. On account of theſe irregularities, and of ſelling 


the electors afſembled at the caſtle of Laenſtein on the 
Rhine, depoſed Winceſlaus, and raiſed to the impe- 
rial dignity Frederic duke of Brunſwick and Lunen- 
burg ; but he being baſely murdered by count Wal- 
deck before his coronation, they elected in his ſtead 
Rupert or Robert count Pa! atine of the Rhine. | 


gf his depoſition, that he is reported to have ſaid, when 
He received the inteiligence, ©, We are overjoyed to 


uſe we ſhall have more leifure to apply ourtelves 


« to the government of our own kingdom:“ and it 
_ be 6wned, that ans the nineteen years, which 


3. Natel Hift. Dan. tom. iv. 
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he afterwards reigned in Bohemia, his conduct was 
much leſs exceptionable. But although the indolent 
Winceſlaus was fo little concerned at the loſs of the 
empire, he appears to have been ſeofibly affected by 
ſome of its probable conſequences, though ſeemingly 
of leſs moment ; for he is ſaid to have defired as a laſt 


"4 
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mark of the fidelity of the imperial cities, that they 


would ſend bim 6c ſome buts of their beſt wine 5,” 


Tux firſt 2 of the new emperor was id 
Galeazo Viſconti, whom Winceſlaus had created duke 
of Milan, and who, not contented with this promo- 
tion, propoſed by force of arms to inake himſelf ma- 
ſter of Florence, Mantua, Bologna, and other towns 


and countries, to be incorporated with his duchy. In 


order to preſerve theſe territories, and recover the im- 
perial authority in Italy, Robert marched into the du- 
chy of Milan, and encamped before the city of Brixen, 
But Galeazo was ſo well provided with troops and mi- 
litary ſtores, that the emperor was obliged to return 
to Germany, without being able to effect any thing 
of 1 no oor 6 


Tas retreat of Robert left the geld open to Galeazo, 


who now projected nothing leſs than the conqueſt of 
the whole kingdom of Italy: and fortune at firit ſeem- 
ed to ſecond his views. He made himſelf maſter of 
the city. of Bologna, and had almoſt reduced Flo- 
rence, when he was attacked by a malignant fever, 
which at once put an end to his life and his projects. 
As he left only one daughter, who was not of age, a 
favourable opportunity was offered Robert of retricy- 
jag the affairs of the empire in Italy, But the Ger- 
man princes were ſo little pleaſed with his firſt expe- 


5. Barre, tom. vii, 6. Heife, lib. ii. cap. viii. | 
C3 dition, 
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veral other lordſhips of nn N of the bi- 
hex of Straſb oy” Tbs | 


AD, 1409. 


tion from the ſchiſm which ſtill remained, and which 


matter. Benedict XIII. who was owned in France, 


PART I. dition, that they would not grant him ſupplies for a 
— ſecond. He therefore employed himſelf in appeaſing 


electorate; to which he added the fiefs of Gegenbach, 


"tence was followed by troubles and ſeditions. Win. 
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the troubles of Germany, and in aggrandiſing his own 


Ortemberg, Offenburg, Zell, Hermanbach, and ſe- 


0 
5 
SH 


In the mean time Bohemia was woken in 6 
diſorders by the preaching of John Huſs, profeſſor of 
divinity in the univerſity of Prague, who had em - 
braced the opinions of Wickliffe, and was excommu- 
nicated by the pope. The publication of this ſen- 


ceſlaus ſhut himſelf up in the fortreſs of Viſigrade, 
and John Huſs retired to Huſſinet, the place of his 
nativity; where he appealed from the judgment of 
the pope to the Holy Trinity, and wrote to the car- 
dinals, offering to give an account of his faith, even 
at the hazard of fire, before the univerſity of Prague, 
and in the preſence of thoſe who had attended his lec- 
tures and ſermons * A 


THrr Roman Gen not only ſuffered from theſe 
innovations, but alſo continued in a ſtate of diſtrac- 


the emperor attempted in vain to cement. Gregory 
XII. who was acknowledged pope in Italy, convened 
A council at Aquileia, to which he invited Robert, 
and other Chriftian princes, in order to confider this 


held another council at Catalonia : the cardinals con- 
voked a third at Piſa, and the emperor appointed 3 


aint. via. ca A ©, 2s 
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diet, for the ſame purpoſe, at Frankfort ; where, af 
ter long debates, the opinions of the aſſembly were 
divided between the two popes. The greater part of - 
the archbiſhops, prelates, and princes, eſpouſed the 
cauſe of the cardinals; but the emperor, the arch- 
biſhop of Triers, the duke of Bavaria, and ſome others, 


declared for Gregory, Who propoſed that a council 


ſhoyld be held at Udnia, in Friuli, under the direc- 
tion of Robert, by whole decifioh he promiſed to a- 
bide. The emperor therefore ſent an archbiſhop, t two 
biſhops, two doors, and his chancellor, as ambaſſa- 


dors to Piſa, to prove by learned arguments, that-the | 


cardinals ought not to depoſe Gregory. But theſe 
ambaſſadors finding they could make no converts to 
their opinion, and that the cardinals, attached to 
Winceſlaus, would not even acknowledge their ma- 
Ker as emperor, appealed from the council of Piſa. to 
an ocumenical council, and retired without taking 
leave. The cardinals, however, proceeded to the de- 
poſition of the two popes, and raiſed to the apoſtolic 


chair Alexander V. By this meaſure the ſchiſm 


was increaſed, there rein now three Popes inſtead of 
e 9. 


RozerT died ſoon after this pious negociation, 
and before he was able to ſettle the affairs of the 
Holy See. He was ſucceeded in the empire, after a 


difputed election, by Sigiſmund, brother to thedepoſed A. P. 


Winceſlaus, and king of Hungary; a prince of experi- 
ence and abilities, and whoſe firſt care was to heal the 


wounds of the church. For that purpoſe, be convoked 


a general council at Conſtance, with. the concurrence 


of * John XXIII. ſucceſſor of ame V, 


6, Id. ibid. . 
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PART I. Ar this council, where Sigiſmund appeared in all 
— his glory, were preſent a prodigious number of car- 
45 19:4 dinals, prelates, doclors; more than an hundred ſo- 
vereign princes; one hundred and eight counts; two 
hundred barons; and twenty-ſeven ambesten from 

the ſeveral European courts, who all vied with each 

other in wy and magnificence, There were alſo 

five hundred players on inftruments, called in thoſe 
times minſtrels; and ſeven hundred and eighteen 
Fourtezans, who were protected by the magiſtracy . 


. 


rr 


In the fivſt ſeſſion the fathers of the council con · 

cluded, that nothing could ſo effectually contribute to 

re-eſtabliſh the union of the church as the reſigna · 

tion of the competitors for the papacy. John XXIII. 

who preſided in the council, aſſented to this opinion, 

and promiſed to renounce his title provided Angelo 

Corrario, who had aſſumed the name of Gregory XII. 

| and Peter de Luna, diſtinguiſhed by that of Benedict 

. | XIII. would imitate him in that act of ſelf-denial, 
* This declaration was no ſooner made, than the em: 
peror roſe from his chair, and ran and embraced the 

feet of hig Holineſs, applauding his Chriftian reſig- 

nation, He was alſo ſolemnly thanked by the patri- 

arch of Antioch, jn the name of the whole council, 

But. John afterwards repented of this condeſcenſion ; 

and, by the affiſtance of Frederick duke of Auſtria, 
. fled from Conftance in the night, _— in the 
* of a poſtilion #1, 


T is unexpected retreat at firſt diſcancerted the 
council, which John declared to be diſſolved in conſe- 


guence of his ceceſhon But the fathers at length a+ 


Ie. Annal de I Emp. tom. ii. 
I. Theod, de Niem. in it, Jo, XXI. 
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greed after many learned arguments. That a council 
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is ſuperior to the pope; confirmed the ſentence of 
John's depoſition z decreed that no other pope ſhould 4-D. 1435. 


be choſen without the conſent of the council; and that 
John, together with his competitors, Angelo Corra- 


rio, and Peter de Luna, ſhould be for ever excluded 


from the papacy, Finding them thus determined, 
John thought proper to yield to the torrent rather 
than run the riſk of worſe fortune in attempting to 
oppoſe it. He quietly acquieſced in the ſentence of 
the council, and freely renounced the pontificate, the 
enfigns of which he immediately laid aſide :. Soon 


after this reſignation, Gregory XII. ſent a legate to 


the emperor and council to renounce his title in the 


fame manner; but the proud Spaniard, Peter de Lu- 
na, woyld not yield ; he remained obſtinate to the 


_ 

Tux affair of John Huſs came next upon the 
carpet, John, as has been already obſerved, had im- 
bibed the opinions of Wickliffe, and converted to his 
own way of thinking an infinite number of people of 
all ranks. Among others, his doctrine was embraced 


+ by Jerome of Prague, a man of learning, whom he 
engaged as his colleague, and who propagated the 


new religion with great warmth, They had been 
ſummaned to appear before the court of Rome, but 


refuſed to obey the citation. They condeſcended, 


however, to attend the council of Conſtance, in order 


to juſtify the doctrine they profeſſed ; and Huſs, be- 


ing provided with a ſafe- conduct from the emperor, 
boldly attempted to defend the articles of his faith 


: | before the fathers of the council. That venerable 


body, however, ſeemed inclined to condemn him un- 


13 1d. ib& 
| heard; 
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rauf heard, when the emperor deſired them to liſten to 
—_ what Huſs had to ſay in his own defence. He wa 
d accordingly queſtioned i in preſence of Sigiſmund, and 
accuſed of hereſy in thirty-nine articles, Part of 
theſs he denied, and part he offered to defend. But 
his voice was drowned by the noiſe purpoſely made 
by the cardinals; and on his refuſing to. abjure All the 
thirty-nine articles, he was immediately declared a 
ſower of ſedition, a hardened heretic, a diſciple and 
defender of Wickliffe. As ſuch he was degraded by 
ſour biſhops, ſtripped. of his ſacerdotal habit, and 
elothed in a lay dreſs. His hair was cut in the form 
of a croſs : upon his head was put a paper mitre, 
painted with the repreſentation of three dev ils; and 
he was delivered over to the ſecular judge, who con- 
demned him and his writings to the flames, and fixed 
the day of his execution 1. He died with great 


conſtancy. | . 3 J 
* 1 yur I | N i 1 _ & + 7 c 
Aren the execution of John Huſs, the counci 5 


reſumed the affair of Peter de Luna, who ſtill obſti- 
nately refuſed to quit his pretenſions to the papacy. 
On this occaſion Sigiſmund offered to go into Spain 
7 nin perſon, and engage the mediation of Ferdinand 
| | King of Arragon, with whom Peter had taken refuge. 
By ſuck a journey the emperor hoped to obtain a vo- 
luntary renunciation, like that of the other two, be- 
fore the council ſhould proceed to extremity. He 
Ker out accordingly for Spain, accompanied by twelve 
deputies from the council; and on his arrival at Per- 
pignap, he entered into a negociation with Benedict, 
otherwiſe Peter de Luna, the reſult of which was ſent 
to the n though by no means anſwerable'to his 

B33 4 * 4756 Si id) If 44 
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MODERN EUROPE 7 
expectations. The obſtinacy of Benedict was ifffur- LEPTER 
mountable, and incenſed the emperor to ſuch a degree, * 
that he threatened to obtain by force that aſſent which A. D. 1476. 
the pope refuſed to grant- by fair means; and Bene- 
dict, in conſequence of theſe menaces, * to the 
fortreſs of Paniſcola, where he reſolved to preſerve 
his pontifical dignity to his lateſt breath. This un- 
expected flight deprived him of all his partizans. 
The king of Arragon, with all the princes and biſhops 
of his party, ſent deputies to the emperor at Nar- 
bonne; where it was agreed, That the council ſhnould 
invite all the former adherents of Benedict to come to 
Conſtance, and join their endeavours for re- eſtabliſn- 
ing the peace of the church; and that, Wr arrival, 

a new pope ſhould be choſen +, der el H 


| 
| 


Dune the 6 of Sigmund c tles nl of \ 
Jerome of Prague engaged the attention of the coun- 
eil. This man had repaired to Conftance, with a do- 
ſign to aſſiſt John Huſs in making his defence; but 
perceiving he had nothing to hope from the clemency 
of the fathers, he reſolved to retire with all expe- 
dition into Bohemia. Being apprehended, however, 
upon the road, he was loaded with chains, and brought 
back to Conſtance; where, in order to avoid the pu- 
niſhmeot of fire, he ſolemnly abjured the opinions of 
Wickliffe and Huſs. But aſhamed to ſurvive his ma- 
ſter, who had encountered death with ſo much firm- 
neſs, or not deriving the advantages he expected from 7 
his ſubmiſſion, he profeſſed anew the ſame doctrines; "< 
= was condemned to the flames as a wicked apoltate, and 
2X tuffered with great fortitude P 


14 Theod. Niem. ubi ſup. Heifs, lib. ii. cap. xxx. 
15: Moſhe im, Hl, a. Ani vol. | iii. Spond. * tom. ii. 
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A.D. 1417» 


finitive ſentence of his depoſition was pronounced. 


the emperor and the elector of Brandenburg on foot, 


the ambaſſadors of all the kings, and the fathers of 


4. B. 1419. 


violence then ever. The Huffites in Prague were ſo 
much offended at being prohibited the cup in the ſa - 
crament of the euchariſt (contrary, as — affirmed, 


THE HISTORY OF 


Poco the Florentine, ſecretary to pope John, |W | 
and one of the firſt reſtorers of letters, who was pre. 2 
66 


ſent on this occaſion, ſays he never heard any thing 
that approached ſo nearly to the eloquence of the an. 

cient Greeks and Romans, as the ſpeech which Jerome 
made to the judges. He ſpoke,” exclaims Poggio, 
c like Socrates; and walked to the ſtake with as much 
c chearfulneſs, as that = pluloſopher drank the cup 
of hemlock ! | 


ArTz the return of Sigiſmund, the — pro- 
ceeded againſt Benedict for contumacy, when the de- 


Their next care was the election of a new pope : and 
Otho Colonna, who poſſeſſed the accompliſhments of 
à prince, and the virtues of a prelate, was unanimouſ. 
ly choſen on St. Martin's day, whence took the 
name of Martin V. Never was the inauguration of 
any pontiff attended with greater pomp. He rode in 

jon to the cathedral, monnted on a white horſe; 
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leading it by the reins. A numerous crowd of princes, 


the council, cloſed the train, When he entered the 
cathedral, the triple crown was placed upon his bead, 


ane he en! in the ſame auguſt manner 6. l 
Tus eme affair of the ſchiſm being thus con- 

eluded, every thing elſe was regulated by the council, 

which broke up in its forty - fifth ſeſſion. The diſ- 


putes about religion, however, ſtill raged with greater 


. Barre, tom. vil Annal de I Emp. tom, if, | 
00 


MODERN EUROPE. 
1 the expreſs words of our Saviour, who ſays, 5 Ex- 


raiſed a furious tumult, forced the town-houſe, and 
murdered the magiſtrates, who were concerned in 
publiſhing the order 7. 


Taz news of this maſſacre filled the court of Win- | 
ceſlaus with the utmoſt confternation, and made ſo 
ſtrong an impreſſion on that puſillanimous prince, that 
he was ſeized with an apoplexy, of which he died in a 


hemia by his brother Sigiſmund, already emperor, 
and king of Hungary ; yet this powerful prince was 
ſeveral times defeated by Ziſka, then general of the 
Huſſites, who revenged the death of their apoſtle by 


the moſt terrible outrages. 


* 


A PARTICULAR account of the war between the 
emperor and the Huſſites, would interfere with more 


purpoſe: I ſhall therefore only obſerve, that Ziſka 
continued maſter of Bohemia till his death, when he 
ordered a drum to be made of his ſkin, which was 
long the ſymbol of victory. He was ſucceeded in the 
command by Procopius, ſurnamed the Shaven, be- 
cauſe he had been a prieſt, and who ſupported his 
party with no leſs valour than his predeceſſor. He 
boldly defended their cauſe in the council of Bafil, 
where many things were diſputed, which it is of little 
conſequence: to know: and although he was unſuc- 
ceſsful in that negociation, and alſo in a battle with 
the catholics, in which, he was mortally wounded, 
yet the Huſſites, even in this extremity, obtained a 


6 ww os 


1 1 Diarium H\fſiticur: Moſheim, ubi ſupra. 


general 
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important matters, without anſwering any valuable 


29 
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« cept ye cat the fleſh of the ſon of man, and drink 
« his blood, ye have no life in you!“) that they . % 


few days. He was ſucceeded in the kingdom of Bo- 


A. D. 1434- 


A. D. 1433. 


A. D. 1436. 


SART. I. 


, 
vg *. 


9 3 A. D. 1438. 


not more to her honour, She denied a future ſtate, 


4 ſolitude, far from the habitations of men, and of 
646 which we know little? Is the example more for- 


* 

kt 
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general amneſty, the confirmation of their privilege, 


tioned to her the example of-the turtle, which after 
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and the right of uſing the cup in the communion; : "Pp 
cue en to N was a kind of triumph u. * 
46 C 
8 „Aer this des Sieindond enliſted the 5 
Huffites in his army, and led them againſt che Turks, 1 
| who had made an irruption into Hungary, and were 
defeated with great laughter by theſe hardy veteran. — 
But although Sigiſmund had been ſo fortunate as to | 
regain the affections of the Bohemians, he loſt it 
ane w by attempting to tyrannize over their conſci. | 
ences; and death ohly ſaved him from a ſecond re- Fr 
volt. He nominated às his ſueceſſor, in the kingdoms oh 
of Hungary and Bohemia, Albert, duke of Avftria, * 
his ſon-in-law, who was recognized by theſe ſtates, A © 
and alſo raiſed to the empire. The bouſe of Auſtria 27 
has ever ſince held the imperial thronee. 5 1 
„ Stotsmunp, with many reſpectable qualities, was a 


a narrow- minded bigot ; and, contrary to the dictates 
of found policy as well as of humanity, was' guilty of 
the moſt deteftable of all tyranny, that of violence 
on the will. His wife Barbara is ſaid to have been 
a perſon of a more enlarged way of thiriking, though 


and held the ſupreme good to confift in ſenſual de- 
light. Conformably to this opinion, ſne ſet no bounds 
to her licentious amours after the death of the empe- 
ror. And when a certain lady of reputation men- 


having loſt its mate, never chuſes another, „Why,“ 
cried ſhe, “ inſtance a bird that lives in perpetual 
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1 cible, or more fit for imitation, than that of the LETTER 
XIII. 
et pigeon and the ſparrow, birds always i in our view, 
« and whoſe loves and %% are in continual ſue- 
oh ' colliga 19 Is 


Tas affin of F rance now v claim gur attention. 
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France from the Death of Cinit ns! V. in 4805; v 
the Invaſion of that oo ang by Hagar V. ExG- 
— NY ay. N W's 13 


- 
* 


7. 


HE death of ck v. nf? Fr rance, my 1 LETTER 
„Philip, which happened, as I have already ob- XLIV- 

8 ſoon after that of Edward III. of England, A D. 1380. 

and the youth of his Ton. Charles VI. put the two 

kingdoms in a fimilar ſituation. Both were undet : 

the government of minors : and the jealouſies between 

the three uncles of Charles VI. the dukes of Anjou, 

Berri, and Burgundy, diſtracted the affairs of France, 

even more than the rivalry between the dukes of Lad. 

Ws cater, Vork, and Glouceſter, the three uncles of Ri“ 
card II. difordered thoſe of England. But a parti- 

cular account of theſe. diſtractions would be ĩnconſiſt- 

ent with my preſent purpoſe; which is only to deli- 

neate the great line of hiſtory, and make you ac- 

quainted with the more remarkable events, or ſuch as 

have had a particular influence upon government and 

wanners. In the reiga of Charles VI. no enterprise 

of confequenee was undertaken, and government and 
nanners, properly ſpeaking, were equally unknown. 


. An. Sylv. cap, xxl. Dubrav. lib, xxviil. ; 
- 24 I ſhall 
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PARTI 1 ſhall therefore, conſider the hiſtory of France, during 


his diſtracted period, as only an introduction to the 


4 


vernment l. | | 5 


A. D. 1353. 


factions were compoſed. His uncle, the duke of An- 

|  Joudied; and Charles himſelf, aſſuming the reins of 
A. D. 2388. government, diſcovered ſymptoms of genius and ſpirit, 
| which revived the drooping hopes of his countrymen, Wl 

But this promiſing ſtate of things was of ſhort dura- mi 

tion. The unhappy Charles fell ſuddenly into a fit 

of frenzy, which rendered him incapable of exerciſing doe 


hot, had been powdered with fur. And the ſecret 
was ſo well kept, that, when they appeared, they were 


Sw 
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invaſion of that kingdom by Henry V. of England. 25 
3 | | | e the 
Ir proportion as the king advanced in yeats, the out 


his authority; and although he partly recovered from be 
that diſorder, he was ſubject to ſuch frequent relapſcs, Men 
that his judgment was gradually impaired, and he be- hir 
came incapable of purfuing any teady plan of go- n 


Tus king? - Geft a is faid to have 3 ocea- 
ſioned by the ſollowing accident. The queen having 
married one of her maids of honour to a perſon of dif: e 
tinction, the nuptials were intended to be celebrated 
with great pomp at the palace of the queen-dowager, 
reli of Philip of Valojs. Among other amuſements 
there was to be a maſquerade : a circumſtance which 
furniſhed five young noblemen with the extravagant 
idea of appearing as naked*ſavages.; and ſuch was the 
indelicacy of the times, that the king made one of 
the party, Their dreſs, contrived to ſit cloſe to theif 
bodies, was of linen covered with roſin; which, while 


not known; but their whim was highly applauded. 


t» Hit. Anonym de Charles V. 
| e | The 
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The ducheſs of Berri laid hold of the king, ſeeing bim 
robuſt and well made, and told him ſhe would not let 


due ret began to dance s when: the duke of Orleans, 


5 Wees, againſt one of the ſavages, ſet his combuſtible 
habit on fire. The flame was quickly communicated 
to the reſt, and this ſcene of wanton mirth was in- 
: ſtantly. changed into ſorrow and diſtreſs. But in the 
midſt of their torments the maſks cried, ont continu- 


2 ducheſs of Berri ſuddenly recolle&ing, that he muſt 
oe the maſk that ſtood next her, immediately threw 
ver robes over him, and wrapping them cloſe about 
A him, put out the fire, One of the maſks, by jumping 
WH nto a ciſtern of water, ſaved his life; the other four 


and the king was ſo much affected with the fright, 
has it occaſioned a return of his diſorder, which af- 
We crwards generally attacked him four e or five times a 
6: pen abs endo bigs, | i 

| e . er ifords ny perallel ofs a court or 
ountry more corrupt, and at the fame time more mi- 
erable, than that of this unfortunate monarch and 
his ſubjects, in conſequence of his infirmity.. The 
cduminiſtration fell again into the hands of the dukes 
f Berri and Burgundy, who excluded the duke of 
3 Orleans, the king's brother, under pretence of his 


rom the ſhadow of authority. The caſe however 
. Loung, beauuful, and pe as ane ſuch 


* des. vr 5 2 
Vor. II. 2 10 


3 out of levity, making a feint of -running a ola 


F: youth, from any ſhare in the goverfiment, and even 


vas very different in regard to the ducheſs of Orleans. 


* 
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Ch a 


3 him go, till ſhe knew who he was. In the mean time A-D. 1394. 


ally, * Save, the king! ſave the king!“ — And the 


rere ſo terribly burnt, that they died i in two days; 


. |. ae ns ron r br 


"PARTI. an aſcendant over the king, that ſhe governed him n 
wer pleaſure: Nay, what is yet more extraordinary, 
* it was ſhe only that could govern him; for in the time 
of his malady he knew nobody elſe, not even the 
queen, Hence it was rutndured by the ducheſt of 
Burgundy, who envied the influenee of the ducheſs of 
Orleans, that five had bewitched the king; and, in 
order to heighten the odium, it was infinuated that 
| the duke of Orleans had alfo bewitched the queen. 
That both were under the influence of enchantment 
| is not to be doubted: but it was only that of youth, | 
wit, and beauty, whoſe aſſiduities ſo often faſcinate 
the ſuſceptible heartz and, when unreftrained by 
2 principle or ſentiment, load it in the chains of ' looſe 
=— \ defire #. | | | 


Wurr x things were in this Grvati the Aiike i 

A&D. 240%. Burgundy died. He was ſucceeded in the duchy by 
his ſon, John count of Nevers, who diſputed the ad- 
miniffration with the duke of Orleans, and hoped to 

govern France as his father bad done. Propinquity 

to the crown pleaded in favour of the latter; the for- 

- mer derived conſequence from Wanne the 

death of his mother having added the county of 
Flanders to his father's extenfive dqminions, The 
people were divided between theſe contending prineti 
and the king, now ing and now dropping 
Bis authority, kept the victory undeeided, and pre- 
_ vented any regular ſettlement of the tate, by the f- 


; Fr reiches party. * 
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4. Ifabella of Bavaria, queen of France, and Valentinjx of Milan, l- 
cheſy of Orleans, were both remarkably handſome and accompliſhed; 
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Bor at length the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, 
ſeemingly moved by the cries of the nation, and ſway- 
ed by the interpoſition of common friends, agreed to 
bury all paſt quarrels in oblivion, and enter into a 
league of mutual amity. They ſwore before the 
altar to the fincerity of this friendſhip : the prieſt ad- 


gave to each other every pledge that could be deemed 


ever, appears to have been only a cover for the baſeſt 
treachery, deliberately premeditated by the duke of 
Burgundy. ' He had hired ruffians, who affaffinated 

his rival in the ftreets of Paris. The author of the 
crime was for ſome days unknown, as the affaſfins ef- 
eaped, and the duke endeavoured to conceal the part 
hich he had taken in it; but being detected, he em- 


miniſtered the ſacrament to both of them; and they 


* 
- LETTER 
-XLIV, 
Gapnind 
A. D. 1407» 


facred among men. All this ſolemn preparation, how- 


of WW braced a reſolution ſtill more criminal, and more dan- 

y crous to fociety, He openly avowed and juſtified 
d- he action. „* 

to 245 e ; 

ty Tuts eauſe was brought before the partiament of 
-i; and that auguſt tribunal of juſtice heard the 
he jarangues of the duke of Burgundy's advocate in do- 

of Wie nce of aſſaſſination, which he denominated tyran- 


icide, without pronouncing any ſentence of condem- 
ation againſt the deteſtable doctrine. The ſame 


nftance ; and it was with difficulty that a feeble 
ecifion in fayour of the contrary opinion, was ob- 
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the duke of Orleans is faid, by ſome authors, to have been occaſion- 


a by his oi inſo!ence and licenrioufaeſs. (Dahaillan. Brun - 


8 .) Having fuceeeded in an amour with the ducheſs of Burgundy, 
We had the effrontery to introduce her huſband into a cabinet hung 


: pied a diſtinguiſhed place. Burgundy concealed his emotion, bug 


Jy, for revenge, Ibid. 


jueſtion was afterwards agitated before the council of 


6. Le Laboureur, liv. vil. Monſtrelet, chap. xxxiz. The murder 


Wh the portraits of the wochen he had enjoyed, among which hers oe 


D 2 tained 
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+ PARTS. tained from thoſe fathers of the Wan, miniſten 
| A TIO of Peace'*,. jd bovam v7. * 


"hes the fy tern eee of that tenet, had they | 
bern before any wiſe doubtful, appeared Cafficiend; ak 
from the ſubſequent incidents. The commiſlion d 
this crime, which deſtroyed all truſt and ſecurity, ren. 
dered the war implacable between the French partie 
and cut off every means of peace and accommodation, * 
The princes of the blood, combining with the young 
duke of Orleans and his brothers, made violent wlll 
on the duke of Burgundy; and the unhappy king 
ſeized ſometimes by one party, ſometimes by anothe, 
transferred alternately to each of them the appear 
ance of legal authority. The provinces were lad? 
waſte by mutual, depredations : aſſaſſinations wer 
every where committed, from che animoſity of . 
ſeveral leaders; ot, what was equally terrible, ex: 
cutions were ordered, without any legal trial, by pn 

˖ tended courts of r ny 


1 ccc 7: 


7 bebe We was diſtinguiſhed into tu = 
parties, the Burgundians, and the Armagnacs; fd C 541 
ſo the adherents of the young duke of Orleans wo 
called,” from the count of Armagnac, father - in- 
to that prince. The city of Paris, diſtracted betwealfii 

chem, bur inclining more to the Bu-gundians, wa WW. 
. perperual ſcene of blood and violence. The king a 
royal family were often detainedcaptives i in the haul 


of the populace s : their ,miniſters were butchered of 
. 6. Monſtrelet, ubi fop. Bulay, mip. 4 Parif..tom. v. 1 © 
this cenſure was, pope Martin V. refuſed to ratify. it, being aſrai Wh uf 


 diſpleaſing the duke of Burgundy. (Id. ibid.) The univerſity of ore 
more juſt and leſs timid, boldly condemned the atrocious doctrine i 2 | 
| is author, Bulay, ubi ſup. * +» 
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impriſoned before their eyes; and it was dangeroug 2115 | 
for any man, amid theſe enraged factions, to be diſ- 6 2 
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— this due of 8 wiolenee, — aroſe 
into ſome confjderation a a body of men, which uſually, 24 
makes no figure in public tranſactions even during 
he moſt peaceful times; namely, the heads of the 
univerſity of Paris, whoſe opinion was ſometimes de- 
manded, and more frequently offered, in the multi- 
plied diſputes between the parties. The ſchiſm by 
which the church was at that time divided, and which 
decaſioned frequent controverſies in the univerſity, 
ad raiſed the profeſſors to an unuſual degree of im - 
zortance ; and this connection between literature and 
religion, had beſtowed on the former a conſequence, - 
which reaſon..and knowledge have ſeldom been able 
o obtain among men. But there was another ſoci- 
Wety, whoſe ſentiments were ſtill more deciſive at 
ars, the fraternity of butchers ; wha, under the di- 
"WEE Aion of their ringleaders, had declared for the duke 
c Burgyndy, and committed the; mot violent obt. 
ages againſt the oppaſite party. In order to counter- 
balance this power, the Armagnacs made intereſt with 
thc fraternity:;of carpenters: the populace” ranged . 
themſelves on the one ſide or the other; and the fate 

f. the capital men on EE * on Fiir 
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Tui "5 1 which b might be taken.of theſe e con 


fuſions, was eaſily perceived in England; and, ac- 
ere the maxims which r prevail dg 
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PARTI. tions, it was determined-to lay hold of the favourable 


— opportunity. Henry IV. who was courted by both 
the French parties, fomented the quarrel, by alter. 
nately ſending aſſiſtance to each; · and his ſon, Henry 
V. impelled by the vigour of youth, and the ardour 
of ambition, determined to*puſh his advantages to a 
&-D. 1415. greater length, and to carry war into the heart of 
France. In conſequence of this reſolution he aſſem. 
bled a great fleet and army at Southampton, and in- 
vited all the military men in the kingdom to attend 
him. But before I ſpeak of the ſucceſs. of that en. 
terprise, I muſt ſay a few worde _ n 7 of 
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| IHE Precarious POSE of Henry IV. with F 
* whoſe character, my dear Philip, you are 2. 
8 ready acquainted, had ſo much. infected his temper 


with jealouſy, that he entertained unreaſonable ſuſ· Wi 


picions with regard to the loyalty of his eldeſt ſon; 
and, during the latter years of his life, he excluded Bil 
that prince from all ſhare in public buſineſs. The 
active ſpirit of young Henry, reftrained from its pro · 
per exerciſe, broke out in extravagances of every i 
kind, The riot of pleaſure, the frolic of dehauchery, 
and-the/qutrage of intoxication, filled the vacancies 
of a mind better adapted to the purſuits of ambition 
and the cares of government, Such a courſe of lit 


* 
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naturally threw him among companions very unbe- LETTE 
coming his rank, but whoſe irregularities, if accom- W | 
panied with gallantry and humour, he ſeconded and 
| indulged. - And he was detected in many fallies, 

which, to ſeverer 70 een totally W * 
his Kation“ | 


Se dint td ate | 
prince with more indulgence. They obſeryed ſo ma- 
ny gleams of generoſity, ſpirit, and magnanimity 
breaking continually through the cloud, which a 
wild conduct threw over his character, that they never 
ceaſed hoping for his amendment. And the firſt ſteps 
taken by young Henry, after the death of his father, 
confirmed all thoſe prepoſſeſſions entertained in his 
favour. He called together his former companions ; A. D. r,a$ 
acquainted them with his intended reformation ; ex- f 5 
horted them to imitate his example; but ſtrictly pro- 

hibited them, until they had given proofs of their 
amendment, from appearing any more in his prgſence: 

while the wiſe miniſters of his father, who had check - 

ed his riots, were received with all the marks of fa- 

vour and confidence. They found that they had un- 
knowingly been paying the higheſt court to him *, 

The ſatisfaction of thoſe who feared an oppoſite con- 

duct, wag zugmented by their ſurprize; ſo that the 

character of the young king appeared brighter than 

if it had never been ſhaded by any errors. 


IIS CNY Ly Fog TEE TONS 7 hag ys 5 Þ 


Hun v's firſt care was to baniſh, as ; ranch as poſſi- 
ble, all party diſtinctions. The inſtruments of the 
violences of the preceding reign, who had been ad- 
vanced from their blind zeal for the Lancaſtrian in- 


7. Walfingham. Hall, — 
dolingthed, Hume, 


4. Hall, Ax. | Godmlh, Life of Hen. r. 


D4 __ tereſt 


40 


_ Cobham, a nobleman who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by his military talents, and who had, on many occa- 


„ 


AD. 7415. 


n tereſt; more than trom their integrity or abilities, gays 
7 2 Ins. placeevery wheretomenof morehonourablecharadters; 


field, in which they might diſplay themſelves to advan. 


- - preſent king. His high character, and zeal for the 


for permiſſion to indite lord Cobham, The generous 


| Provoked by perfecution, and ſtimulated by zeal, he 


| Teeuted ; and he himſelf, after a variety of diſtreſſes, 


Pronounced againſt him as a heretic ?, ee 
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and virtue and talents feemed now to have a ſpacious 


tage. One party diſtinction however remained, which 
the popularity of Henry was not ahle to overcome. The 
Lollards, or, diſciples of Wickliffe, faſt increaſing in 
the kidgdom, were become a formidable body, which 
appeated dangerous to the e a. and Sree to the 


civit un FE» 2 
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Tu bead of this c wn, 8 Sir 5 Oldcaftte, lord 
ions, acquired the efteem both of the late and-of the 
new ſect, pointed him out to Arundel, archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, as the Proper: victim of eccleſiaſtical ſe- 
verity. The primate' accordingly applied to the king 


1 


nature of Henry was averſe from ſuch ſanguinary me- 
thods of converſion ; but after trying all gentle means 
In vain, und finding that nobleman obſtinate in his 
opinions, he gave full reins” 10 prieftly vengeance 
againſt the inflexible ſectary. ' Cobham was con- 
demned to the flames, but made his eſcape From the 
Tower before the day appointed for his execution. 


was now incited to attempt thoſe criminal meaſures 
formerly imputed to him. The king was informed 
of his deſigas e his followers were every where per- 


was feized and hanged as a traitor, and his body was 
burnt on the gibbet, in conſequence of the ſentence 


... eee enim; aci* ood * i. it tx + $66 oc. cu mr, Load . 
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Tux Lollards being thus ſuppreſſed, Henry bad n 
leiſure to conſider the dying injunction of his father, Ne, 
not to let the Engliſh remain long im peace, which was A. D. 44. 
apt to breed" inteſtine commotions, but to em | 


them in foreign expeditions; by which the prince * 
might acquire honour, the nobility, in ſharing his dan - 
gers, attach themſelves to his perſon, and all the reſts 
leſs ſpirits find occupation for their inquietude. The 
natural diſpoſition of Henry ſufficiently inclined him 
to follow this advice, and the civil diſorders of France, 
as you have already ſeen, opened a full career for bis 
_— He accordingly ſet fail from Southampton, 
the place of general rendezyous, and landed near 
Harfleur, at the head of an army of ſix thouſand men 


at arms, and ee Wee wry — 
len 8 Beer: . 


Tur king of Eogland, on landing, bene 
inveſted Harfleur ; which was taken by aſſault, after 
2 fiege of fix weeks, and the garriſon put to the ſword. 
The fatigue of this fiege, however, and the unuſual 
heat of the ſeaſon, had ſo much waſted the Engliſh 
army, chat Henry could enter on no further enter- 
prize, and was obliged to think of returning to Eng- 
land. He bad diſmiſſed his tranſports, which could 
not ſafely anchor; in an open road upon the enemy's 


3 coaſt; ſo that he lay under the neceſſity of marching 


by land to Calais, before he could reach a place of 
ſafety, Nor was this all. A French army of fourteen 
thouſand men at arms, and forty thouſand foot, was 
already aſſembled in Normandy under the conftable 
d Albert; a force, if rightly managed, ſufficient either | 
to trample down the Evglith in the open field, or to 
harraſs and reduce to nothing their ſmall” body, be⸗ 
fore they could finiſh ſo long and difficult a march. 
928 therefore, Fey offered to 05 hie 


con- 
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1 a ſafe paſſage to Calais; but 
his propoſal being rejected by the French court, he 
5: — — his way by valour and policy 
through all the oppoſition of the enemy. And that 
he might not diſcourage his army by the appearance 
of flight, or expoſe them to thoſe bazards which na- 
turally eee eee and 
enen : Eye 


59 


„Bur aotrichſtanding theſs — yang the Eogliſh 
| monarch was continually. harraſſed on his. march by 
fly ing parties of the enemy; and when he approach- 
os, he ſa bodies of troops on the oppor 
fite bank, ready to obſtruQ his paſſage. His provi- 
ons were cut off: his ſoldiers languiſhed under fick- 
| neſs and fatigue; and his ſituation ſeemed altogether 
deſperate. In this extremity, he was ſo fortunate as 
to ſeize an unguarded ford, over which he ſafely car- 
| ried his army, and beat his march towards Calais, 
But he was ſtill expoſed to great and immincat danger 
from the enemy, who had alſo paſſed the Somme, 

and threw themſelves full in bis way, with a deſiga 
of intercepting his retreat. The whole F rench army 
was drawn up in the plains of Azincour, or Agin- 
| court, and poſted in ſuch a manner, that it wag im- 
poffible for the king of England to proceed pn his 
arch without coming to an . 


I Norume in appearance f be more wing 
than the battle, upon which the ſafety and fortune 
of Heary now depended. The Engliſh army con» 

ſiſted of littſe more than half the number, which had 

 diſembarked x Harfleur 2 and tha 150PEs cath 
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under everyjdiſcouragement and rieceffity. The ene»: LE 
my was four times more numerous, headed by the 
Davphin and all the princes of the blood, and plenti- &. 1415, 
folly ſapplied-with proviſions, . Henry's fituation was — | 
exactly ſimilar to that of Edward III. at the battle of 

Crefſy, and of the Black Prince at that of Poictiers; 

and the memory of theſe great events inſpired the 

Engliſh with courage, and made them hope for a like 
deliverance from their preſent difficulties. The king 

alſo obſerved: the ſame prudent conduct, which had 

been followed by thoſe great commangers. He drew 

up his army on a narrow ground, between two woods, 

which guarded each flank : and in that poſture he pa- 

dientiy wanted 1 ae a the ng ee 


. Had the French n been able to — 
juſtly on the circumſtances of the two armies, or to 
profit by paſt experience, he would have declined a 
combat, and have waited till neceſſity had obliged the 
Engliſh to advance, and relinquiſh the advantages of 
their ſituation; but the impetuous valour of the 
French nobility, and a vain confidence in ſuperior 
numbers, made him hazard an action, which proved 
the ſource of infinite calamĩties to his country. The 
French archers on horſeback, and their men at arma, 
advanced precipitantly on the Engliſh archers, wha 
had fixed paliſades in their front to break the -impref- 
fon of the enemy, and who ſafely plied them, from 
behind that defence, with a ſhower of arrows which 
nothing could reſiſt. The clayey foil, moiſtened by 
rain, proved another obſtruction to the force of the 
French cavalry. The wounded men and horſes dif- 
compoſed their ranks ; the narrow compaſs in which 
they were pent, prevented them from recovering any 
om the whole army was a ſcene — ter · 
rory 


PART 7. E ror; and diſmay ; ; when Henry, perceiving his advan- 
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tage, ordered the Engliſh archers, who were light and 


* uniacumbered, to advance upon the enemy, and ſeize 


the moment of victory. They accordingly fell with 
their battle-axes upon the French, who were now 
incapable of either flying or defending > themſelves, 
and kewed them in pieces without obſtruction. Se- 
conded by the men at arms, who alſo puſhed on a- 
gainſt che enemy, they covered the field with the kill- 
ed, wounded, diſmounted, and overthrown.” Every 
appearance of oppoſition being now over, the Eng- 
Liſh had leiſure to make priſoners; but haviag ad- 
vanced to the open plain, they there ſaw the remains 
of the French rear-guard, which ſtill maintained the 
form of a line of battle. At the ſame time they heard 
an alarm from behind. Some gentlemen of Picardy, 
having collected aboutfix hundred peaſants, had fallen 
upon the Engliſh baggage, agd were doing execution 
en the unarmed followers of the camp, who: fled be- 
fore them. Os this alarm Henry began to entertain 
apprehenſions from his priſoners, and he thought it 
neceſſary to iſſue general orders for putting them to 
death; but on diſcovering the truth, he ſtopped the 
gaughter, and great numbers of . PE men 
ere faved?, Fee i Nee e EE 


15 2 


No vigery _ ever: me 8 or more 
bee than this of Azincour. The loſs of the 
French was incredibly great. The conſtable d' Al- 
bert, and ſeven princes of the blood, were ſlain: 
five princes were taken priſoners, together with four- 
teen thouſand perſons of different ranks z and above 


k thouſand 1 wenahmen were left dead on the . 
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of battle, . Vet this victory, ſo fatal to France, 


- though their . loſs was very inconſiderable. Henry * 
was obliged to return to England, in order to raiſe a 


"freſh ſupply of men and money; and; it was not till 


after an interval of two years, that any body of Fas- 
liſh troops appeared, again in France. 


oy 
* 


was more oſtentatious than uſeful. to the conquerors, | 


AD. 1 


[ 


Ix the mean time France was expoſed to all the 


furies of civil war; and the ſeveral parties became 


every. day more enraged againft each other, The 


duke of Burgundy, who had been worſted by his an- 
tagoniſts, attempted to re · inſtate himſelf in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the government, as well as of the perſon of 
the king: and ſome quarrels in the royal family, en- 


abled him to carry his ſcheme into execution. Louis 


Bois-Bourdon, favourite to queen Iſabella, after the 


death of the elder duke of Orleans, having been ac- 


= cuſed'by the count d'Armagnac of a commerce of 


gallantry with that princeſs, had been put to the tor- 
ture, and afterwards thrown into the Seine, in con- 
ſequence of his forced but indiſcreet confeſſion, The 
queen herſelf was ſent to Tours, and confined under 
a guard; After ſuffering theſe multiplied inſults, ſhe 
no longer ſcrupled to enter into a correſpondence with 
the duke of Burgundy, though hitherto an enemy to 
chat prince; and as her ſon Charles, the dauphin, was 
entirely governed by the faction of Armagnac, ſhe 
extended her animoſity even to him, and ſought” his 


deſtruction with the moſt unrelenting hatred 7. She 


had ſoon an apportunity- of rendering her unnatural 
— in ſome meaſure effectual. 2 | 


Tus duke of Burgundy entered Fr rance at 1 head 
of a great army of Flemings ; over - ran moſt part of 


6. lbid. © m, st. Remi, Monſirelet. 


the 


A. D. 1416. 
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rann the kingdom, and relieved the queen from her con- 

Tee finement. At the ſame time the duke's partizany 

raiſed a commotion in Paris, which always inclined 

| to the Burgundian faction; the perſon of the king 

AD. 1477 was ſeized; the dauphin made his eſcape with diffi- 
eulty ; great tumbers of the Armagnac faction were 
inſtantly butchered; the count himſelf, and many 
perſons of note, were thrown into priſon ; and the 

populace, deeming the courſe of public juſtice too di- 
latory, broke into the priſons, and put to death that 


nobleman, and all the other coblewen, who were 
there confined *. * 


f 


War France was thus rent in pieces by civil 

diſſenſions, Henry V. having recruited his forces 

and finances, landed in Normandy at the head of 
A.D: 1418. twenty-five thouſand men, and carried every thing 
| before him, When the pope's legate attempted to 
incline him towards peace, he replied, © Do you not 

« ſee, that God has led me hither as by the hand! 

« France has no ſovereign 2 I have jut pretenfions to 


« that kingdom: every thing here is in the utmoſt 
« confufion 4 no one thinks of reſiſting me. Can 1 


« have 2 more ſenfible proof, that the Being who diſ- 
6 poſes of empires has determined to put the erown 
« of France upon my head 9?” —Suth has ever been 
the language of force; to which weakneſs, crawling 
in the duſt, has too often liſtened with an ear of cre- 
dulity. Hence conquerors, while alive, have been 
conſidered as the ſons of gods, and the delegates of 
Heaven; and after being conſigned to that earth 
which they had defolated, have themſelves been ex- 
* into divinities! | 


. Ibis. | 9 Juv. des Uran 
Bor 
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dor although Henry ſeemed fo fully afſured of i 
the conqueſt of France, he was induced by pruden- us 
tial moti ves to negooiate with his enemies. He made 4. D. i448, 
at the ſame time ders of peace to both the French 
parties: to the queen and ihe duke of Burgundy, on 
the one hand, who having poſſeſſion of the king's per- 
fon carried the appearance of legal authority; and to 
the dauphin, on the other, who being the rightful heir 
of the monarchy, was adhered to by all men who paid 
any regard to the true intereſts of their country. 
Theſe two parties alſo carried on a continual negoci» 
ation with each other; and all things ſeemed ſettled 
to their mutual ſatis faction, when the duke of But= 
gundy was ſlain by the dauphin's party during an in- &. P. 
terview at Montereau. N 4 42 


Is conſequence of this act of barbarity, and the 

a progreſs of Henry's arms, the queen and the new 

Wy Jake of Burgundy, breathing verigeance for the mut- 

der of his father, concluded the famous treity of AD. 1426; 
Troye, by which the crown of France was transfer- 
red to the houſe of Lancaſter, The principle. arti- 
cles were, That the king of England ſhowld eſpouſe 
the-princeſy Catherine; that her father, Charles VI, 
ſhould ebjoy, during his life-time, the title and dig - 
nity of king of France; that Henry V. ſhould be de- 
clared and acknowledged heir of the monarchy, and 
be entruſted with the preſent adminiftration of the 
government; that all the princes, peers, yaſſals, and 
communities of France, ſhould ſwear, that the 
would both adhere to the future ſpcceſſion of Henry, 
and pay him preſent obedience as regent ; and that 
this prince ſhould unite his arms to thoſe of the 
French, king and the duke of Burgundy, is order to 


ſubdue 


— 


148 


_ treaty of Troye, took on him the ſtyle and authority 
.of Regent, and appealed to God and his ſword for 


Fart, ſubdue the adherents of Charles the rau Gav 
"lags e 8. DN U n 1 . 


eſpouſed the princeſs Catherine. He carried his fa- 


that capital, and he obtained from the parliament 


curing a ſentence againſt the murderers of his father; 
and he turned his arms with ſucceſs againſt the adbe- 


4. 5. 1421. 


the bravery and fidelity of his officers, Charles ſay 


* 


it neceſſary to temporiſe, and avoid all Ae en ac· 


5 Toc crown all the other proſperities of Henry, lM 
queen was delivered of a ſon, who was called by hu ath 
- father's name, and whoſe birth was celebrated by re:. 
Joicings no Jeſs pompous, or leſs ſincere, at Pau 
than at London. The infant prince feemed to bee 
univerſally regarded as the heir of both monarchici, d 
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A FEW tha ihe Pi en this tony When 
ther- in- a to Paris; he put himſelf in poſſeſſion of 
and the three eſtates a ratification of the treaty of 
Troye. He ſupported the duke of Burgundy in pro- 


rents of the dauphin; who, as ſoon as he heard of the 


the maintenance of his title. But notwithſtanding 
himſelf unequal to his enemies in the field; and found 


tions with a rival wha had acquired ſo manifeſt a ſu- 


But the glory of Henry, when near its height, wa © 


ſuddenly reftrained by the hand of nature, and all hui 


towering projects vanifhed into air, He was ſeized 


with a malady which the ſurgeons of that age wanted MM 


| h = 
8 f ” * 


ill to treat with judgment; namely, a fiſtula, which 
proved mortal. When he found his end approach · 


Ing he feat for his brother the duke of Bedford, uf 


10. Rymer, vol. it, St, Remi, Monſirelet, 
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earl of Warwick, and a few more noblemen, 


gard to the government of his kingdom and family. 
He left the regency of France to his eldeſt brother, 
the duke of Bedford; that of England to his younger 
Wbrother, the duke of Glouceſter, and the care of his 
W's perſon to the carl of Warwick rs | 


; 
: 
; 


— 


| Haar v. poſſeſſed many eminent virtues, and 
is abilities were equally conſpicuous in the cabinet 
ad the field. The boldneſs of his plans was no leſs 
Wc markable than his perſonal valour in carrying thein 
WS to execution. He had the talent of attaching his 
reads by. affability, and of gaining his enemies by 
ddreſs and clemency. His exterior figure, as well ; 
s his deportment, was engaging; his ſtature. ſome- 
what above the middle ſize; his countenance beauti- 
ul, his proportions ena ; and he excelled in all 
varlike and manly exerciſes *?, 


10 leſs than. two d after Henry's death, his 
ather-in-law, Charles VI. of France terminated his 
happy life. He had for many years poſſeſſed only | 

Die ſbadow of. royalty; yet was this mere appear- 
nce of conſiderable advantage to the Engliſh : it di- 
ided the duty and affections of the French between 
ie king and the dauphin, who was now. crowned at 
WF oicticrs, under the name of Charles VII. Rheims, 
e uſual place of ſuch ceremony, being then in the 
ands of his enemies, 


W Caruming of Fiance, widow of Henry V. mar- 
ed ſoon after his death Sir Owen Tudor, a gentle- 


11. bid. 17. T. Livii, | 
Vor. II. E man 
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he had honoured with his confidence. To them he = 
delivered, in great compoſure, his laſt; will with re- A.D. * 


5 
| PART I, 


XD. * 


cond earl of Pembroke. The family of Tudor, fir 


A. D. 1422. 
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man of Wales, ſaid to be deſcended from the ancient 
princes of that country. She bore him two ſons; the 
eldeſt of whom was created earl of Riehmond, the ſe. 


raiſed to diſtinction by this alliance, afterward; i 
. mounted, as we ſhall have occaſion to ſce, * _ 1 
of- * | : 


petitor. Though Henry VI. was yet in his infancy J 
his age, was intruſted with the adminiſtration, An 
the regent, qualified him for his high office, and en 
and to gain the confidence of his enemies. 


miſed him ſucceſs. As he was the true and undouit 
ed heir of the monarchy, all Frenchmen who kn 
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The Meir: of Faance nd Ener dun continued, fn 
the Acceſſion of CHARLES VII. t the Expulſion of u 
EnGL18H from their Continental Poſſaſſions, in 1453. 


N conſidering with a ſuperficial eye, the ſtate oi 
affairs between France and England at the acc: 
fion of Charles VII. every advantage ſeems to lie a 7 


the fide of the latter kingdom; and the total expul 
ion of Charles appears an event whick might nave 
rally be expected from the ſuperior power of his com: 


the duke of Bedford, the moſt accompliſhed prince i 
the experience, prudence, valovt, and generoſity MM 


abled him both to maintain union among his friend, 7 


£ 


Charles VII. notwithſtanding the preſent inferior 
of his power, poſſeſſed ſome advantages which pr 


the intereſts, or defired the independency of the » 
native country, turned their eyes towards him! 
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$tx {ole reſource : and Charles himſelf was of a cha- 
rafter well calculated to become the object of theſe 


rriendly and benign diſpoſition ; of eaſy and familiar 
banners; and of a juſt and ſound, though not a very 
; vigorous underſtanding, Sincere, generous, affable, 
f he engaged flom affection the ſetvices of his follow- 
We rs, even while his low fortune might have made it 
| their intereſt to deſert him; and the lenity of his 
Wt cmper could pardon thoſe ſallies of diſcontent, to 
; which. princes in his ſituation ate naturally expoſed, 
he love of pleaſure often ſeduced him into indolence; 


eart ſtill ſhone forth: and by exerting, at ititervals 
is courage and activity, he proved that his — 0 0 
emiſſneſs proceeded neither from the want of ambi- 
ion nor of nee aur, ; _—_— 


: 


5 SenstbrB of 1 on the ſide of av 
oe dake of Bedford took care to ſtrengthen the Eng- 
Wh intereſt by frefh alliances with the dukes of Bur- 
ay and Britanny z and obſerving the ardout of the 
ots to ſerve in France, where Charles treated them 
ai great honour and diſtinction, he perſuaded the 
ngliſh council to form an alliance with James I. 
Weir priſoner ; to free that prince from his long cap- 
ity, and to connect him with England, by marry- 
s him to a daughter of the earl of Somerſet, and 
oofin to the young king, The alliance was accord- 


is anceſtors; and proved, during his ſhort reign, 
10 of the moſt. illuſtrious, princes that had 'ever 


u. r. Am. Du Tillet, Le Gendre. 
* RY ſwayed 


5 but, amid all his irregularities, the goodneſs of his 


I ngly formed: James was reſtored to the throne of 


3. 


| *. 
Wbcocyolent ſentiments. He was a prince of tlie moſt AD. 14224 


A. D. 1423. 


— 


A. p. 1 He reduced almoſt every . fortreſs on this fide of thi 


AD. 1426. in the Low Countries, and carried thither-the troop 8 


* Der 


7 * 


AD. 1426. able advantages. But the regent, ſoon after his rt 


82 
PART 1. ſwayed the Scottiſh ſceptre. His affections inclined 
— to the party of France; but the Engliſh had never 
renaſon, while he lived, to complain of any breach of 
the neutrality by Scotland. He was murdered by hu 


diſſenſions among the miniſtry, and to endeavour v 1 
moderate the meaſures of his brother, the duke of BW 
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traiterous kinſman the earl of Athol, in 1437 


Brprenp, bowerer, was not fo much emptoyed V. 
in negociations, as to negle& the operations of wa, o 


Loire; and the battle of Verneüil, in which the Scot 
and 8 were defeated, "threatened Charles wit 
the total loſs of his kingdom, when a train of fingula i 
circumſtances ſaved him on the brink of ruin, and lot i 
the Engliſh ſuch an opportunity of completing thei: Wil 
conqueſts as they were never afterwards able 2 


bi ecall. » 4 


lnernap of taking every poſſible advantage of th: Wi 
victory gained at Verneiill, or thoſe which he wiſhed, Bl 
and could not fail to ſee, the duke of Bedford was ob. 
liged to go over to England, in order togompoſe ſome Wil 


Glouceſter, who had inconſiderately kindled a wa 1 den 


deſtined for the reinforcement of the Engliſh army Wi 
France. The affections of the duke of Burgundy Wi 
were alienated, and his forces diverted by the ſau 
war. The duke of Britanny returned to his alleg : 
-ance under Charles VII. The French had leiſur WW 
to recolle& themſelves, and gained ſome inconfider Wl 


turn, retrieved the reputation of the Engliſh arms, H 
humbling the duke of Brittany, and reſolved on al 
undertaking which he hoped would prepare the v, 
. on the final conqueſt of France, 5 
* | Tut 
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by Charles, that it opened an eaſy entrance to either; 
and às the duke of Bedford intended to make a great 
Weffort for penetrating: into the | ſouth of France, it 


ow become the moſt important in the kingdom. The 
WF rench king uſed every expedient to ſupply the city 


o method unemployed for reducing it. The eyes 
freu Europe were turned towards this ſcene of action, 
Whore it was reaſonably ſuppoſed the French were 
> make their laſt ſtand for maintaining the indepen- 
Wency of their monarchy, and the rights of their ſo- 
ereign. After numberleſs feats of valour, performed 
Woth by the beſiegers and the befieged, the: attack 
as ſo vigorouſly puſhed by the Engliſh, although the 
v of Burgundy had withdrawn his troops in diſ- 
|, that Charles gave over the city for loſt; and 
A ven eee thoughts of retiring into Languedoc 
ad Dauphiny wich the remains of his ee which 
ere inſufficient to attempt the enemy's entrench- 
cats, and of defending himſelf as long as poſlible 
Pp thoſe remote provinces 3, 


A 


Bur it was fortunate for that gay prince, who lay 
tirely under the dominion, of the ſofter ſex, that 
ie women whom he conſulted on this occaſion had 


Anjou, his queen, a princeſs of great merit and. 
We "dence, vehemently oppoſed ſuch a meaſure ; which 
Wc forcfaw would diſcourage all his partizans, and 
+ rve as a x general fignal for deſerting a prince who 


2 Monbrelet. Polyd. Virg. Stow, Hall, Hollingſhed. 
| E 3 _ ſeemed 


Tux city of. Orleans was ſo ſituated between the . 
provinces commanded by Henry, and thoſe poſſeſſed 


neceſſary to begin with the fiege of this place, A. D. 1428. 


ith a garriſon and proviſions, and the Engliſh left 


e ſpirit to ſupport his ſinking reſolution, Mary A. D. 1429. 


Fd 
/ 
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FART i. fedmed himſelf to deſpair of fuccefs, His miftte, 1 
Tre, tos, the fair Agnes: Soreille, who lived in perſck A 
amity with the queen, ſeconded all her remonſtrances, 2 
and threatened, if he thus puſillanimouſſy threy FY 
| away the ſteptre of France, that ſhe would ſeek in a 
the court of England a fortune more correſpondent to at 
her wiſhes. Love was able to rouſe, ia the breaſt of p. 
Charles, that courage which. ambition had failed u in 
excite. He reſolyed to diſpute eyery inch of grouni | 4 
with an imperious enemy; to periſh with honour, iu m 
the midſt of his friends, rather than yield ingloriouſ) = cr 
to his bad fortune, And this reſolution was 1 re 
ſooner. formed, than relief was unexpectedly broug Wi 
bag by another female of a hp dance 5 
ſh 
; Hap the village: of Chad near Tajcadicur, ra 
the borders of Lorrain, lived a country girl, who to 
name was Joan d'Arc; and who, in the humble ft: a8 
tion of ſervant at an inn, had been acchſtomed u fs 
tend the horſes of the gueſts ; to ride them without ri 
: BE | ſaddle” to the watering-place, and to perform other RY ft 
5 offices which commonly fall to the ſhare of men ſe- m 
vants. This girl, inflamed by the frequent accoun gr 
of the rencounters at the ſiege of Orleans, and a, Jo 


feed with the diſtreſſes of her country, but mor pe 
eſpecially with thoſe of the youthful monarch, who: tio 
gallantry made him the idol of the whole ſex, wa 

| ſeized with a wild defire of bringing relief to her (v 
vereign in his preſent unhappy circumſtances. Hal 
inexperienced mind, working day and night on thy 

favourite object, miſtook the impulſes of paſſion fa 
heavenly inſpirations ; ; and ſhe fancied that ſhe ſav 
viſions, and heard voices hs her to re-efſtablili 


we 
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the throne of France, and expel the foreign invaders. 
An uncommon intrepidity of ſpirit made her overlook 
all the dangers which might attend her in ſuch a path; 
and the apprehenſion of her divine miſſion diſpelled 
all that baſhfulneſs ſo natural to her ſex, her years, 
and her lou condition, She went to Vaucouleurs, 


procured-admiffion to Baudricourt the goyernor, and 


informed him of her inſpirations and intentions. Bau- 


dricourt obſerved ſomething extraordinary in the 


maid, or ſaw the uſe that might be made of ſuch an 


engine, and ſent her to the F rench _— which then 
relided at inen e, 47% | 


Ha was no ſooner W to the wing than 
ſhe offered; in the name of the Supreme Creator, to 
raiſe the ſiege of Orleans, and conduQ him to Rheims, 
to be there crowned and anointed ; and ſhe demanded, 
as the inſtrument of her future victories, a particular 
ſword, which was kept in the church of St. Catha- 
rine de Fierbois. The more the king and his mini- 
ſters were determined to give into the illuſion, the 
more ſcruples they pretended. An aſſembly of 
grave and learned divines was appointed to examine 
Joan's miſſion, and pronounced it undoubted and ſu- 
= pernatural ; the parliament alſo atteſted her inſpira- 
tion; and a jury of matrons declared her an unſpot- 


ted virgin, Her requeſts were now granted. She 


was armed cap-a-pie, mounted on horſeback, and 
ſhewn.in that martial habilimem to the whole people. 
Her dexterity in managing her fleed, though acqui- 


red in her former ſtation, was regarded as a freſh proof 


Jof her miſſion: her former occupation was even de- 
nied; ſhe was converted into a ſhepherdeſs, an em- 


4. Hall. Monſtrelet. 


E 4 ploy- 


: 


* 
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Fey” 1. — more agreeable to the imagination than that * 
Den of an oſtler-wench. Some years were ſubtracted from 3 
* her age, in order to excite ſtill more admiration; hai 
and ſhe was received with the loudeſt acclamations, to 

by perſons of all ranks . A ray of hope began to git 


ſiuaſion, which prevailed in all around them. They 


journey. A few weeks before, ſuch a propoſal would 


and diſplaying her confecrated ſtandard, - She was re- 


deſperate attacks. 


break through thatcloud of deſpair in which-the mines 
of men were involved. Heaven had now declared it- 
ſelf in favour of France, and laid hare its outſtretched 
arm to take vougynnco on hor invaders. 


Tus Engliſh at firſt affeQed to ſpeak. = - LI 
of the Maid and her heavenly commiſſion; but their 
imagination was ſecretly ſtruck with the ſtrong per- 


found theit courage daunted by degrees, and thence 
began to infer a divine vengeance hanging over them, 
A ſilent aſtoniſhment e among thoſe troops, for. 
merly ſo elated with victory, and ſo fierce for the 
combat. The maid entered the city of Orleans at 
the head of a convoy, arrayed in her military garb, 


ceived as a celeſtial deliverer by the garriſon and in- 
habitants; and by the inſtructions of count Dunois, 
commonly called the Baſtard of Orleans, who com- 
manded in the place, ſhe aQtually obliged the Engliſh 
to raiſe the ſiege of that city, aſtes driving them from 
their entrenchments,” and defeating them in ſeveral 


2 


Tux raifing of the fege of Orleans was one part of 
the Maid's promiſe to Charles, the crowning him at 
Rheims was the other; and ſhe now vehemently in- 
fiſted, that he ſhould ſet out immediately on that 


— 


„ I.. 64. Monſtrelet. Villar. 


have 
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have appeared altogether extravagant. Rheims lay 
in a diſtant quarter of the kingdom; was then in the 


to it was occupied by their garriſons; and no ima- 


ſuch an attempt could pofhibly be carried into execu- 
tion. But as things had now taken a turn, and it was 


tain the belief of ſomething extraordinary and divine 


of his-warlike propheteſs, and avail himſelf of the 
preſent conſternation of the Engliſh, . He accordingly 
ſet out for Rheims, at the head of twelve thouſand 
men, and ſcarcely.perceived, as he paſſed along, that 
he was marching through an enemy's country. Every 
place opened its gates to him: Rheims ſent him its 
keys; and the ceremony of his 1 inauguration was per- 
formed with the holy oil, which a pigeon is ſaid to 
have brought from heaven to Clovis, on the firſt * 


tabliſhment of the French monarchy 7. 


more reſpectable in the eyes of all his ſubjects: and 
he ſeemed to derive, from a heavenly commiſſion, a 


whole nation was diſpoſed to give him the . zea- 
lous teſtimonies of duty and affection. 


Tus duke of Bedford, in this Langerons criſis, em- 
ployed every reſource which fortune had yet left him. 
He ated with ſo much prudence and addreſs, as to re- 
new his alliance with the duke of Burgundy, who had 
been long wavering in his fidelity. He ſeemed pre- 


7. Ibid. 
ſeat 


hands of a victorious enemy; the whole road that led A. D. 1429. 


gination could have been ſo ſanguine as to hope that 


2 extremely the intereſt of the king of France to main- 


in theſe events, he reſolved to follow the exhortations 


new title to their allegiance. Many places ſubmit- 
ted to him immediately after his coronation, and the 


57 | - 
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CnarLEs, thus crowned and anointed, became 


A. P. 1430. 


5 


| PART. L fent every where, by his vigilance and foreſight ; and 


4 5. 50. although his ſupplies from England were very incon. 
ſiderable, he attempted: to reſtore the courage of hit 


he choſe his poſts with ſo much caution, as always to 
decline a combat, and to render it impoſſible for the 


_ reap advantage from every imprudence or falſe ſtep 
of the enemy. He alſo endeavoured to revive the 


ſwore a new allegiance, and did homage to Henry VI“. 
But this ceremony was cold and inſipid, in compa- 


the duke of Bedford expected more effect from an 


vantages which might ſtill be reaped from her pre- 
ſence in the army, exhorted her to perſevere till the 


ed by the earls of Arundel and Suffolk. The garriſon 
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troops by boldly advancing to face the enemy. But 


French monarch to attack him. He ſtill attended 
that prince in all his movements, covered his own 
towns and garriſons, and kept himſelf in a poſture to 


declining ſtate of his affairs, by bringing over the 
young king of England, and having him crowned and 
anointed at Paris. All the vaſſals of the crown, wha 
lived within the provinces poſſeſſed by the Engliſh 


ergo 


riſon of the coronation of Charles at Rheims; and 


incident, which put into his hands the author of all 
kis misfortunes, 


Tun Maid of Orleans, as ſhe is called, declared, 
after the coronation of Charles, that her miſſion was 
now accompliſhed, and expreſſed her inclination to 
retire to the occupations and courſe of life which be- 
came her ſex, But Dunois, ſenfible of the great ad- 


** S 1 as dw —_ cs ca 17 2 k 


final expulſion of the Engliſh. In purſuange of this 
advice, ſhe threw herſelf into the town of Compeigne, 
at that time beſieged by the duke of Burgundy, aſſiſt- 


8. Rymer, vol. L 
on 
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on her. appeararice believed themſelves invincible. 
But their joy was of ſhort duration. The maid way 
taken: priſoner in a ſally; and the duke of Bedford, 

reſol ved upon her ruin, ordered her to be tried by an 
ecclefiaſtical-court for ſoreery, impiety, idolatry, and 
magic. She was found guilty by her ignorant or iniqui- 
tous judges, of all theſe crimes, aggravated! by hereſy; 
her revelations were declared to be inventions of the 
devil to delude the people; and this admirable he- 
roine was cruelly delivered over alive to the flames, 
and expiated by the puniſhment of fire, the ſignal ſer 


Ward cou ys, 9 


and more to decay. The great abilities of the regent 


had ſeized the French of returning under the obedi- 


Hed ſoon after, and the violent factions which pre- 


the nation from taking proper meaſures for repatiring 
wwe 1 wee” | 


ble character became more fully known in the court, 
and was no longer ambiguous to either faction. Of 
the moſt harmleſs, inoffenſive, ſimple manners, but of 
the moſt ſlender capacity, he was fitted, both by the 


\ 


9. Polyd, Virg, Monſtrelet. 
ſoft= 


Tux Engliſh affairs, W inflead of mr 
advanced by this act of cruelty, went every day more 


were unable to reſtrain the ſtrong inclination which 
ence. of their rightful ſovereign. ' The duke of Bur- 
gundy deſerted the Engliſh intereſt, and formed an 
alliance with the French king; the duke of Bedford 


vailed in the court of England, between the duke of 
Glouceſter and the cardinal of Wincheſter, prevented 


In proportion as Henry advanced in years, his fee- 
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vices which ſhe had rendered to ber 1 and her 


A. D. 1435. 


— 


A. D. 1443. 


| duke of Glooceſter ! . - 


- ſoftneſs: of his temper; and the weakneſs-of his un- 
derſtanding, to be perpetually governed by thoſe who 


Wincheſter proved ſucceſsful; and Henry, was con- 
tracted to Margaret of: Ait daughter of Regnier, 


her arrival, fell immediately into cloſe connections 
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ſurrounded him; and it was eaſy to foreſee, that his 
reign would prove a perpetual minority. As he had 
now reached the age of manhood, it was natural to 
think of chuſing him a queen: and each party was 
ambitious of making him receive one from their hand, 
as it was probable this citcumſtance would decide for 
exer the victory between them. The cardinal of 


titular king of Sicily, Naples, and Jeruſalem, deſ - 
cended from a count of Anjou, who had left theſe 
magnificent titles to his poſterity, without any real 
power or poſſeſſions. She was the moſt accompliſhed 
princeſs of that age both in body and mind; and 
ſeemed to poſſeſs thoſe qualities, which would enable 
her to acquire an aſcendant over Henry, and to ſup- 
ply all his defects and weakneſſes. The treaty of 
marriage was ratified in England: and Margaret, on 


with the cardinal and his party; who, fortified by her 
powerful patronage, reſolved on the final ruin of the 


«4 a. nn 1 „ 


Tui generous prince, worſted Bs all; court in- 
trigues, for which his temper was not ſuited, but poſ- 
ſefling in an eminent degree the favour of the public, 
had already received from his rivals a cruel mortifi- 
cation; which it was impoſſible a perſon of his ſpirit 
could ever forgive, although he had hitherto borne it, 
without violating public peace. His ducheſs, the 


Danger of Richard lord Cobham, had been accuſed 


10. Graſtos, Hollingſhed. | 
| of. 
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of the crime of witcheraft; and it was pretended, that IM. 
there was found in her poſſeſſion a waxen figure of the 
king, which ſhe and her aſſociates, Sir Roger Boling- 4. P. 1443, 
broke, a prieſt, and one Mary Jordan of Eye, melted 

in a magical manner before a {low fire, with an in- 

tention of making Henry's force and vigour waſte. 

away by the like inſenſible degrees. The nature of 

this crime, as the philoſophic Hume ingeniouſly ob- 

ſerves, ſo oppoſite to all common ſenſe, ſeems always 

to exempt the accuſers from obſerving the rules of 

common ſenſe in their evidence. The priſoners. were 

pronounced guilty: the ducheſs was condemed to do 

public penance, and to ſuffer perpetual impriſonment; 

and her ſuppoſed accomplices were executed. But 
the people, contrary to. their uſual practice on ſuch 

marvelous trials, acquitted the unhappy ſufferers, and 

aſcribed theſe violent proceedings ſolely to the malice 

of the duke's enemies. The cardinal of Wincheſter 

and his party, therefore, became ſenſible that it was 

neceflary to deſtroy a man whoſe popularity made 

him dangerous, and whoſe reſentment they had fo 

much cauſe to apprehend. He was accuſed of treaſon, 

and thrown into priſon, where he was ſoon after found A. D. 1447. 

dead in bed; and although his body bore no marks 

of outward violence, no one doubted but he had 

fallen a victim to the vengeance of his enemies t. 1 


Wurz England was thus a prey to faction, the 
king of France employed himſelf, with great induſtry | 
and judgment, in removing thoſe numberleſs ills, to 
which France had been ſo long expoſed, from the 
= continuance of wars both foreign and domeſtic. He 
reſtored the regular courſe of public juſtice ; he in- 


11, Grafton, Stowe. Hollingſhed. 
tro- 
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 PARTL. troduced order into the finances; he eſtabliſhed ail. 
— 


Cs 


A.D. 1453. 


= cipline among his troops; he roprediſed faction in hit 


court; he revived the languid ſtate of agriculture and 
the arts; and in the courſe of a few years, rendered 
his kingdom flouriſhing within itſelf, and formidable 


to its neighbours. The Engliſh were expelled from 


all their poſſeſſions on the continent, except Calais; 
and although no peace or truce was yet concluded be. 
tween the two nations, the war was in a manner at an 

end u. England, torn in pieces by civil diſſenſion, 


a but one more feeble effort for the recovery of 
| Guienne. And Charles occupied at home in regu- 


lating the government of his kingdom, and fencing 
againſt the intrigues of his fon Lewis, ſcarcely. ever 


attempted to avail himſelf of her inteſtine broils, 


The affairs of the two kingdoms therefore became 
for a while diſtinct. But before 1 carry farther the 
hiſtory of either, we muſt take a view of the ſtate of 
the German empire, from the death of Sigiſmund to 
the acceſſion of — 5 | 


12. Monftrelet, Henault. Grafton. Hollingſbed, 
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LETTER XI. VII. 


. nen EMPIRE and its Dipendeneies,/ Roe 
and the ITALIAN STATES, from the Death of S1- 
- G1SMUND % the on of MiznTLran, 


Q1GISMUND, my Gear Philip, was ſucceeded. in 
the kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, and alſo 
in the empire, as I have already obſerved, by his A. b. 1438. 
ſon-in law, Albert II. duke of Auſtria, The only 

enterprize of moment, in which this prince was en- 

paged, during his ſhort reign, was an expedition a- 

gainſt the Turks in Bulgaria, where he was ſeized 

with. a violent dyſentery, before any action took 

place, and dicd at the village of Long, in his return to A p. 1449. 
Vienna 3 " 
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Abba was ſucceeded in the imperial throne by 
his coufin Frederic of Auſtria, the third emperor 
of that name. The kingdoms of Hungary and Bo- 
hemia were ſettled on Ladiſlaus, Albert's infant ſon, 
who was committed to the guardianſhip of Fre- 
G \ 


Tat emperor's firſt care was to heal a ſchiſm, which 
had rent anew the church. With this view he ſet out 
for Bafil, where a council was aſſembled for © the 
te reformation of the church univerſal, both in its 
te head and its members, conformable to a reſolution 
of the council of Conſtance: and that council had 
raiſed to the papacy Amadeus duke of Savoy, under 
me name of Felix V. in oppoſition to Eugenius IV. 


1. Heiſs, Iiv. iii. chap. i. 
| who 
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PARTI. who had attempted to defeat the purpoſe *of their 


Din meeting. Frederic exhorted the fathers to concord, 


and an accommodation with Evgenius, He had alſo 
an interview with Felix, whom he refuſed to , acknow- 


ledge for pope, though tempted by an. offer of his 
daughter, a young princeſs of exquiſite beauty, and 


two hundred thouſand ducats as her portion. This 
< man,” ſaid Frederick to one of his courtiers, in a 


contemptuous tone, would fain purchaſe, holineſs, 
<« if he could find a ſeller.“ The ſchiſm was at leagth, 


however, happily cloſed by the refignation of Felix, 
who was prevailed upon by the emperor to abdicate 
the apoſtolic chair on certain conditions, which 


were confirmed by Nicholas V. who ** ſueceeded 


Eugenius “. 989 2 0 Wy 

Tur peace of the church being thus reſtored, and 
the affairs of Germany in tolerable order, Frederick 
began to turn his eyes towards Italy, where the im- 
perial authority was gone to utter decay. _ Alphonſo 


of Arragon reigned at that time in Naples, and joined 


the emperor, becauſe he feared the power of the Ve- 


— = + 


Breſcia, and Cremona, Milan was in the hands of 
Francis Sforza, a peaſant's ſon, but one of the great- 


eſt warriors of his age, and now betome the moſt 
powerful man in Italy. He had married Blanche 
Maria, natural daughter of Philip Maria Galeazo, 


duke of Milan, by whom he was adopted. Florence 


was in league with the pope againſt Sforza; the Holy 
See had recovered Bologna; and all the other prin- 


cipalities belonged to different ſovereigns, who had 
. maſtered them 3. In this ſituation were the affairs of 


2. Georgii, Fit, Nicol. V. Moſheim, Ni. Eceleſ. vol. iii, Ea. Sylv, 
Fu. Fred. III. 3. Annal de Emp. tom. ii. 


Italy, 
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Italy, when the emperor reſolved upon a journey to LETTER 


Rome, in order to be crowned by the pope, together 


— 
with Eleatfora, fiſter of the king of Portugal, to whom 4. D. 145. : 
he was contracted in N I whom ed Age | | 


to meer at Sens. | 
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As ſoon as Frederic had erofled 6 Alpe mY way 
met by the 'Vehietian ambaſſadors, who conducted 
him to their city, where he made his public entry 
with great magnificence. He thence repaĩred to 
Ferrara, where he found ambaſſadors from Francis 
Sforza, .duke of Milan, inviting him to return by 
that city, where he ſhould receive the iron crown; 
and here he alſo received deputies from Florence int 
Bologna, craving. the, honour of entertaining! him at 
their reſpective cities, which he accordingly viſited 4, 
From F lorence the emperor took the route of Sienna, 
where he v was joined by the princeſs Eleanora, And 
in that eity be gave audience to the pope s legates, 
who repeſented to him, that, by ancient cuſtom,” the 
empetors always took an oath | to the pope before they 
entered the territories of St. Peter's Patrimony; 
and requeſted, that he would conform to tlie ſame 
— 65 Mit ne „ 
Werke 10 f this Pelte, complietf with the 
defire of his Holineſs. The oath which he took was 
conceived in theſe terms: I Frederick King of the 
% Romans, promiſe and fwear, by the Father, | Son, 
Land Holy Ghoſt, by the wood of the vivifying 
* eroſs, and by theſe reliques of ſaints, that if, by 
hy fermion of the Lord, I ſhall come to Rome, I 
will exalt. che * 5 and his * 
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PART 1. 5 preſides over it, to the utmoſt of my 
n power. Neither ſhall he loſe life, limb, or ho- 
ie K. nour, by my counſel, conſent, Or exhortation. 
Nor will I, in the city of Rome, make any law or 
b decree touching thoſe things which belong to his 
„ Holineſs or the Romans, without the advice of our 
ce moſt holy lord Nicholas. Whatever part of St. 
cc Peter's Patrimony ſhall fall into our bands, we will 
<: reſtore it to his Holineſs : and he, to whom we 
& ſhall commit the adminiſtration of our kingdom of 
e of Italy, ſhall ſwear to affiſt his Holineſs in de- 
« fending St. Peter's Patrimony to-the utmoſt of his 
«power, So help me God, and his holy ** 
« liſts 5.” LAG, 3 
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"fox. emperor now WED to Viterbo, where he 
was in danger of his life from a tumult of the populace; 
ſo indifferently attended was this ſucceſſor of Charle- 
magne !—From Viterbo he repaired to Rome, where 
he was met by the whole college of cardinals ; and a: i 

it had been cuſtomary for the late emperors, who 

went thither ro be crowned, - to continue ſome time 

without the walls, Frederic ordered tents to be pitch - 

ed, and there paſſed one night. He made his public 

entry next day, when he was crowned king of Lom- 

13 bardy, notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of the de- 
1 puties of Milan; he not chuſing to put himſelf in the 
* power of Sforza, who was maſter of that city, and 
which, properly belonged. to the empire, the laſt duke 

having died without legitimate iſſue. Three days af. 

ter this ceremony, he was married to Eleanora, and 
together with her. received the imperial crown. The 

A.D. 1452. 3 and the pope next ratified the Concordau 
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of che German nation, touching the collation to pre- 
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lacies and other benefices, which had ſome years be- , 7 
fore been agreed to hy en n Nicholas's A. D. 14624 


E at — ee ane 


7 


„Hie as ds anterd. at 9 Frede- 


tick ſet out on his return to Germany; and in his 


paſſage through Ferrara was waited upon by Borſi, 
marquis of Eſte, a prince of extraordinary merit, 


whom he exeated duke of Modena and Reggio“. On 


his arrival in Auſtria, he found himſelf involved in 
a number of difficulties, out of which he was never 
able NOx to niche bimſelf, 

7 un Huogariane had often. jp = ve F WIE to 
ſend home their king Ladiſlaus, whom he ſtill detain- 
ech at the imperial court, under pretext of being guar- 


dian to that young prince: and they had by the 


moſt earneſt and repeated inſtances, beſought him to 


reſtore their crown and regalia, which were in his 


cuſtody, But he found means, under various preten- 
ces, to poſtpone his compliance with th ſe demands, 
The Auſtrians, joined by a number of Bohemians, 
and encouraged by ſeveral princes of the empire, alſo 
ſeat a deputation to expoſtulate with Frederic on the 
fame ſubject; and as he lent a deaf ear to their 


"requeſt likewiſe, and amuſed them with freſh evaſions, 


they had recourſe to arms, and compelled him to ſign 


being yet of too tender years to take upon himſelf the 
government of his kingdoms, ſhould be put under the 
tuition) of Ulric count Celley, his uncle by the mo- 
ther's fide, and that the diſpute touching the ward- 


6. Barre, tom, vii. Neucler. ſub. ann, 7. Id. Ibid. | 
F 2 ſhip 


an accommodation. It was agreed, That Ladiflaus, 
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CovnT Celley 8 ambieids was elated bythe Rowe 
which he derived from being tutor to Ladiſlaus. He 
artefripted:t6 make himſelf abſolute maſter in Auſtria: 
he ſecured the principal fortreſſes, by giving the com. 
mand of them to his creatures; and he gradually re- 
moved Eiſinger, a Bobemian gentlemang who had 
headed the iuſurrection, Ando the- Auſtrtumn Hobility; 

| from all 6ffices of importancr. His friends und fa. 
; __vourntss only were truſted” The people were Incenſed 
3s at ſucli proceedings; and Eiffnger, profifihg by: their 
; diſcontent, rouſed their reſentment to ſuch a degree, 
_ Mar" che count was obliged to retire into Hun- 
gary, after having delivered up the perſon of La. 
diſlans, who conſented to take the oath impoſed wpoi 
him by the Bohemians, and was crowned With Fen 

| SHAT65 * 
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Doms theſe coütetr We eity of CokAanlinbpt 
was taken by the Turks, after they hadfubg wed the 
reſt of Greece; and by this blow the Roman empito 
in the Euſt was utterlx annihilated, as fhull be elated 
mort at length in its proper place, Here it is only 
neceſſary to obſerve, that the progreſs of the Maho- 
T metans alarmed all this princes of Chriſtendom, and 
made them think of uniting; though too late; in order 


4 


to oppoſe the common enemy. A diet was convoked 
ä at Ratiſbon on this ſubject, and the members unani- 

a mouſly agreed, That there was a neceffity far taking 
AD. 1455. ſome Tpetdy" meaſures to ſtop the progreſs of the Infi- 
dels; But what theſe meaſures ſhould be, was a con- 


| : . Ka, Sylv, if. Bills, 9. 14. 4G. 
8 2 « 1. der- 
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ſaderation refers 
fort; here, although there was Fl vaſt concourſe of 
princes, and, great appearance of zeal, very little was A. P. 1455. 
Other: diets were after- 
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done for the common cauſe. 


alia! 
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Tre, German prigces however, at the ſolicitation of | 
Caryajal, the pope's legate, ſent 2 body of troops to 
the, aſſiſtance of John Hunniades, a famous Hungarian 
general, wha had long gallantly, defended his country 
agsinſt the Turks, and gained, ſeveral advantages over 
Hunniades, thus reinforced, marched, to the 


them, 


- - 


11 


$ — 
5 4 


wards, held for the ſame. purpoſe. but with no better 
ſucceſs ; a backwardneſs which was chiefly owing to- 
the. timid 1 5 . of the emperor, 
2 e in the under- 
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ed to another diet aſſembled at Eran] ik 


214 


relief of Belgrade, which was beſieged by Mahomet A. P. 1456. 


II. the conguęror of 


- 


On ntinople, and, the terror 
of Chriſtendom; and compelled theſaltan; after an ob- 
ſtigate engagement, to raiſe the frege, and retreat with 
the loſs of forty thouſand men left dead on the ſpot . 
But the death of Hunniades, which happened a few 
days after the battle, prevented the Chriſtian ariny 
from making any progreſs againſt the Infidels. The 


fruits of therr victory, and their future er PE 


riſhed with their Hou leader. 


Ix the mean time Ladiſlavs, king of evans and 


Bohemia died, and various competitors aroſe for thoſe A. P. 1487. 


crowns, as well as for the dominions of Upper Au- 
ſtria, which belongedato that prince. 
was the emperor Frederic III. who reaped nothing but 
damage e and diſgrace from 3 a civil. war which deſolated 


10. An. Sylv. Zurep. * 
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Among theſe 


11. Id. Ibid. 


Ger- 
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PART I. Germany for many years, but which was protuftive 
| of no event that merits attention, His ſon Maximi. 
lian was more l and better deſerved ſucceſs, 

| Tuts young prince, who was as active and enter- 

| AD. 1477: priſing as his father was indolent and timid, married, 
at twenty years of age, the only daughter of Charle 

the Bold, duke of Burgundy. She brought him 
Flanders, Franche-Comte, and all the Low Countries, 

Lewis XI. who diſputed ſome of theſe territories, 

and who, on the death of the duke, had ſeized Bur- 

gundy, Picardy, Ponthieu, and Artois, as fiefs of 

France, which could not be poſſeſſed by a woman, 

was defeated by Maximilian at Guinegaſte; and 

Charles VIII. who renewed the ſame claims, was ob- 


470. 1052 liged to conclude a diſadvantageous peace l. 


ABovurT this time died Cafimir IV. king of Poland, 
and father of Uladiſlaus, who now reigned over Hun- 
gary and Bohemia. The death of the Poliſh monarch 
had been preceded by that of pope Innocent VIII. 

who was ſucceeded in the. papacy by Roderic Borgia, 

under the name of Alexander VI. Nor did the em- 
peror Frederic III. long ſurvive theſe alterations. He 

AD. 1493 died in the ſeventy - ninth year of his age, and the fifty. 
| fourth of his reign. No empergr had ever reigned 
longer, and none leſs gloriouſ] y. 


4 


Tux reign of Maximilian, already elected king of 
the Romans, introduces a more intereſting period than 
that over which we have now travelled, and opens a viſt: 
into ſome of the grandeſt ſcenes of hiſtory. But a vari- 
ety of objects, my dear Philip, muſt occupy your at- 
tention before I carry farther the affairs of the empire 


| | LET: 
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ENGLAND during the Conteſt between the Houſes of 


'YorK and LANCASTER, and till its final Extinction 
in the Acceſſion of the Houſe f Topos. 


Have already had occaſion to notice the e LETTER 
of Henry VI. His incapacity appeared every day TY 
in a ſtronger light. The more he was known, the A P. 1450. 
10 his authority was deſpiſed; and as the Engliſh 
had abandoned their dominions in France, and were 
now engaged in no foreign wars, men of reſtleſs 
and ambitious ſpirits took occaſion to diſturb his go- 
vernment, and tear with inteſtine commotions the 


bowels'of their native country. 


Bur the miſeries of Henry and of England did not 
ariſe ſolely from theſe cauſes: a pretender to the 


crown appeared; and a title, which had never been 


diſputed during the proſperous reign of Henry V. was 
now called in queſtion under his feeble ſucceſſor. 
This competitor was Richard duke of York, deſcend- 
ed by his mother from Philippa, only daughter of the 
duke of Clarence, ſecond ſon of Edward III. and con- 
ſequently ſtood in the order of ſucceſſion before the 
king, who derived his deſcent from the duke of Lan- 
caſter, third ſon of that monarch. * Fas "ts 


A 


„„ 


Sven a claim could not, in many reſpects, have 


fallen into more dangerous hands. The duke of 


York was a man of valour and abilities, which he 
had found frequent opportunities of diſplaying. In 
the right of his father, the earl of Cambridge, he bore 
the rank of firſt. prince of the blood: he poſſeſſed an 
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- PART 1. immenſe fortune; and was allied by marriage, or pr 
+. vo otherwiſe, to moſt of the principal families in the by 
kingdom. He was generally beloved by the people; an 


whoſe diſcontents, at this time, rendered every com: he 


bination of the wor more as, rd to the ihrone. 
* 4 | 


. K. . 8 * 2 


Tus adminiſtration of government was now in the 
hands of the queen and the earl of Suffolk, who had nz 
attracted univerſal odium. Margaret was ftill regard. 

Ys eld as a French woman, and a latent enemy to the 
8 kingdom, who had betrayed the intereſts of England, 
in fayour of her family and her country. Suffolk was 
conſidered as her accomplice ; : and the murder of the 
duke of Glouceſter, i in which both were known to have 
been concerned, rendered them yet. more obnoxious 
to the nation. as wes bat Se: 

TMK; partizans of the duke. of York. took advantage 
of theſe cauſes of popular diſcontent, to impeach the 
earl of Suffolk in parliament of various crimes. and 

= miſdemeanours ; ; and the king, in order to ſave his 
by miniſter, baniſhed him the Kingdom for fiye years. 
: But his enemies, {enfible that he ſtill poſſeſſed. the 
queen? $ confidence, and would, be recalled on the firſt 
favourable opportunity, employed a Saptain of a ſhip 
to intercept him in, his paſſage to France, He was 
5 accordingly ſeized n near Dover; his head was ftruck 
| off an the fide of a bee Das and his bady thrown 
into the ſea ?. 


* HE 3 W 8 nike to Suffolk'spoweri in 
the adminiſtration, and credit with the queen: and as 
E Was the. Pg under whoſe garerhment the French 
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provinces. had been, loſt, the people, who always judge 
by events, ſoon made 8 equally the object of their 
animoſity... In conſequence, of theſe. diſcontents, the 
houſe of commons preſented a petition to the kings 
praying him to remove the duke of Somerſet for ever 
from his perſon, and counſels; and as Henry fell a- 
bout this time into a diſtemper which increaſed his 
natural imbecility, the queen and the council, 
unable to reſiſt the popular party, were obliged to 
yield to the torrent. They ſent Somerſet to the 
Tower, and appointed the duke of Vork lieutenant 
of the kingdom, with powers to open and hold a ſeſ- 
ſion of parliament: and that nns created n 
Protector during pleaſure 2. 


« 


IV the mean time Henry recovering from his diſtem- 
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4. D. 1453, 


per, ſo far as to be able to maintain the appearance of 


royal authority, his friends urged him to reſume the 


government; to annul the regency of Richard, to re- 


leaſe Somerſet from the Tower, and to commit the 
adminiſtration into the hands of that nobleman, The 
duke of Vork, ſenfible of his danger, levied an army, 


ia order to ſupport his parliamentary commiſſion, but 


without advancing any pretenſions to the crown, 


though his title was generally acknowledged. A bat- | 


tle was fought near St. Alban's, where the Lancaſ- 
trians were routed, and the dukes of Somerſet and 
Northumberland ſlain. The king himſelf was made 


priſonet by the duke of Vork, who treated him with 


great tenderneſs : and Henry was obliged to reſign 
(what he valued little) the whole authority of the 
crown into che hands of * tiya! 1 


2. Parl. Hi. vol. ii. Rymer, vol. xi. | 
3. Stowe. Hall, Hollingſhed. 
; Ri- 


A. D. 1455. 
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PART 1. 
* 


A. D. 2488. 


A. D. 1459. 


chery, which made every man ſuſpicious of his fellow, 


houſes quarrelled : their companions took part in the 


Ludlow, and a general action was every hour expect 


body of veterans, deſerted to the king; and the York- 


"THE HISTORY OF 
'RicnarDd, however, did not yet lay claim to the 


royalty: he was ſtill content with the title of Pro- 
tector; and an outward reconciliation took place be. 
tween the parties. A ſolemn proceſſion to St. Paul; 
was appointed, in order to'make known this amity to 
the people, The duke of Vork led queen Mar. 
garet; and a chieftain of one party marched hand 
in hand with a chieftain of the oppoſite. But a con- 
teſt for a crown could not be thus peaceably accommo- 
dated. Each party watched only for an opportunity 
of ſubverting the other; and the ſmalleſt incident, 
without any formed defign, was ſufficient: to diffolye 
the ſeeming harmony. Two ſervants of the rival 


fray ; a fierce combat enſued ; and both parties, in 


every county in England, openly made preparations 
for —— the conten by arms *. | 


A BATTLE was fought at Blore-heath, on the bor. 
ders of Staffordſhire; where the Lancaftrians were 
defeated, and chaſed off the field with confiderable 
loſs. But that victory was not ſufficient to decide 
the fate of England; and fortune ſoon ſhifted ſides. 
When the two armies approached each other near 


ed, Sir Andrew Trollop, who commanded a' choice 
iſts were ſo much diſmayed at that inſtance of trea- 
that they ſeparated without Rciking a blow 425 


In this extremity the duke of York fled. to Ireland, 
where he had formerly acquired 1 3 2885 


4. Fabian. Chron. See alſo 1 
7 Grafton, Hall, Hollingſhe d. 
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and his partizans in England kept themſelves every 2 
where in readineſs, to riſe on the firſt ſummons from 
their leaders. That ſummons was given by the earl f 
of Warwick, governor of Calais, the moſt extraordi- ' 
nary man of his time; and, from the ſubſequent e- 
vents, commonly kidown by the appellation of the 
King-maker, He landed in Kent, where he was joined 4. D. 14 
by ſeveral perſons of diſtinction; and as the people 
| bore him an unlimited doc, his army increaſed 
every day. He entered London amid the acclama- 

tions of the populace ; he advanced to meet the royal 

army, which haſtened from Coventry to attack him; 
and a battle was fought at Northampton, where the 

Lancaftrians were totally routed. Henry himſelf, that 

empty ſhadow of a king, was again made priſoner, and 

once more carried in triumph to his capital ©, 


: 
1 
; 
| 

2 


A PARLIAMENT was now ſummoned at Weſtmin- 
ſter, where the duke of York ſoon appeared from 


53 r 8 — 


e Ireland, and put in his claim to the crown, He ad- 
: vanced towards the throne ; and addreſſing himſelf 
c to the houſe of peers, pleaded his cauſe before them 
, as his'natural and legal judges, He gave them a de- 


duction of his title by deſcent ; mentioned the cruel- 
ties by which the houſe of Lancafter had paved its 
way to ſovereign power; infiſted on the calamities 
which had attended the government of Henry; and 
exhorted them to return to the right path, by doing 
juſtice to the lineal heir; then reſpectfully left the 


| houſe, as no one defired hin to ſeat himſelf on the 
throne, 


| Sven * ni of moderation is not perhaps to be 
paralleled in hiſtory ; and was little to be expected in 
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— *. thoſe, violent and licentious times, from a prince who 
D hadi a victorious army at his command. The peers, 
on their part, diſcovered an equal ſhare of firmneſa 
and compoſure. . They called in ſome of the moſt 
conſiderable members among the commons, to, affiſ 
in their deliberations: and after having heard, in 
pr A ee "Tuccefive days, the reaſons. aheged for the 
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true and lawful heir of the monarchy, The duke 
acquieſced in this deciſion; and 2215 himſelf, being 
a px egen could not well erat n 


41 


duke of Vork, they. declared his title certain and i in- : 
defeaſible; but 1 in conſideration that Henry had en- p 

| Joyed the crown, without diſpute or. controverſy, dur- x: 
ing a courſe of years, they determined that he ſhould | 
1 continue to poſſeſs the title and dignity of king during £ 
"Ry the. remainder of his life; that the adminiſtration of 1 
government, in the meanwhile, ſhould. remain with G 

+ Righard, and that he. ſhould be acknowledged the d 
h 

I: 
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Tux ae of York, however, Em but a hort 
while the honoux « of. this, new ſettlement, and never 
5 attained the envied title, of king. After the unfonu- 
nate battle of Northampton, queen Margaret had fled 
with. her infant ſon to Durham, and thence to Scot - 
land; but ſoon returning, ſhe applied 90 the northern 
barons, and employed. 3 argument to procure 
their aſſiſtance. Her affability, infinuation, and ad- 
dreſs, talents in which ſhe excelled, aided by careſſes 
and promiſes, wrought a powerful ett on all who | 
approached ber. The admiration of her great qua- 
lities was faccreden by compaſſion towards her help- 


> 


. AG. 


7. Parl. 1 vol. ii. Cotton. Grafton. Hollingſhed, The account 
op this revolution as here given, and generally received," is contradicted 
in ſome particulars by J. Werhamſtede, abbat of St. Alban's. But a 
fingle authority, how reſpectable ſoever, is not ſufficient to overthrow 
univerſal teſtimony. ten 
Fa 8 | leſs 
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leſs condition. The nobility of that quarter entered 
warmly into her eauſe; and ſhe ſoon found herſelf at 
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the head of an army of twenty thouſand men, col - A. D. 1460, 


lected with a celerity which was neither expected by 
her friends nor apprehended by her enemies. 

| ate mon 
Ix the meantime, the duke of York haſtened north- 
ward With à body of five thouſand men, to ſuppreſs, 


ban's, The earl of Saliſbury alſo was taken priſoner, 
uud immediately beheaded, with ſeveral other perſons 
of diſtinckion 9. This inhuman practice, thus begun, 
Wax cotinued by both parties from à Mndictive fpitit, 
Which' affected to conceal its enormity under the pre- 
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"ImrMeDtfaTecy after this Important victory queen 
Margaret marched towards London, where the earl ef 
Warwick was left wi th the command of the Yorkifts. 
On the approach of the Lancaftrians, that nobleman 
led out his army, reinforced by à ſtrong body of Lon- 
doners, and gave battle to the queen at St. Alban's, 
Oe ART. IGIHMISH7 £29 nine 1D nat 9300 
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PARTE. Margaret was again victorious, by the treachery of 
cee. one Lovelace, who commanded a conſiderable body 
bof the Vorkiſts, and withdrew from the combat. Sh, 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing the formidable Warwick Ve 

fly before her, and of xeſcuing the king, her __ 

from captivity. 


22 


- Bur e . though his, was of 
ſhort duration, and not altogether complete, War- 
wick was ſtill in poſſeſſion of London, on which ſhe 
made an unſuceeſsful attempt; and Edward earl of 
Marche, eldeſt ſon of the late duke of York, having 

n gained an advantage over the Lancaſtrians at Mor- 
timer's Croſs, near Hereford, advanced upon her 
from the other ſide, and was ſoon in a condition to 
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„ of her danger, i in fuch A fituation, and retreated with 
her army to the North; while Edward entered the 
capital amid the acclamationgof the citizens, and i im. 
a pn opened a new ſcene to his NI 


Tuts young prince, Wy was eee for the 
beauty of his perſon, for his bravery, , his activity, 
his affability, and every popular quality, found him- 
ſelf ſo high in public favour, that he reſolved no 
longer to confine himſelf within thoſe narrow limits, 
which had been found by experience ſo prejudicial to 

His father's cauſe. He determined to aſſume the name 
and dignity of king; to infiſt openly on his claim, 
and thence forth to treat the oppoſite. party as traitors 
and rebels to his lawful authority. But a national 
conſent, or the appearance of it at leaſt, ſeemed neceſ- 
ſary to precede fo bold a meaſure; and for this pur- 
poſe, inſtead of convening a — which might 
have been attended with dangerous conſequences, the 


. | populace 
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populace were aſſembled in St. John's Fields. An ha- 


rangue was pronounced to this mixed multitude bfÿ/ .. 
Warwick, ſetting forth the title of Edward, and in- A. D. 140. 


veighing againſt the tyranny. and uſurpation of the 
houſe of Lancaſter; after which the people were aſked, 
whether they would have Henry or Edward for their 


king. They univerſally exclaimed, de Edward of 


« York!” This popular election was ratified by an 
aſſembly of lords and biſhops, and the new king was 
proclaimed. under the title of Edward IV **, | 

Von Edward, now in his twentieth year, was 
of a temper well fitted to make his way through ſuch 
a ſcene of war, havock, and devaſtation, as was pre- 
ſeated before him. He was not only bold, active, 
and enterprifing, but his hardneſs of heart, and ſeve- 
rity of character, rendered him impregnable to all 
thoſe movements of compaſſion, which might relax 
his vigour in the. proſecution of the moſt bloody de- 
ſigns upon his enemies. Hence the ſcaffold, as well 
as the field, during this reign, inceſſantly ſmoked with 
the nobleſt blood of England. The animoſity be- 
tween the two contending families was now become 
implacable ; and the nation, divided in its affections, 
took different ſymbols of party. The adherents of 
the houſe of Lancaſter choſe, as their mark of diſtinc- 
tion, the Red Roſe; thoſe of York aſſumed the White: 
and theſe civil wars were thus known over Europe by 
the name of the Quarrel between the Two Roſes.” 


t 


y Query Margaret, as I have obſerved, had retired 
to the North. There great multitudes flocked to her 
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ſtandard; and ſhe was able, in a few weeks, to aſſemhle 


10. Wethamſtede, Hall. Stowe. 
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- - PARTL.' an army of fixty thouſand men. The king and the 


d. x461, carl of Warwick haſtened with an army of forty thou. - 

ſand, to cheek her progreſs; The two atmies met at b 

Towton; and a fierce and bloody battle enſued. The 0 

bow, then commonly in uſe, was ſoon laid aſide, and * 

the ſword decided the combat, which terminated in a t 

total victory on the ſide of the Yorkifts. | Edward E 

iſſued orders to give no quarter; and the routed army 1 

was purſued as far as Tadcaſter, with great bloodſhed 70 

and confuſion. Above thirty-ſix thouſand men are tl 

faid to have fallen in the battle and purſuit, Henry 1 

and Margaret had remained at Vork during the action; u 

but learning the defeat of their army, and being ſen · y 

fible that no place in England could now afford them n 

melter, RET ted ls 6 ms | gre ide Scot⸗ a 

hag? fs" "JJ . FITS U |; h 

K 07 11015 28 tit | 10 © tl 

I Most 4 lip a, few how * the: ſtate of that f. 

1 country. The Scots, notwithſtanding the animoſity tl 
between the twoinations, had never made any vigorous | 

8 attempts 'to''take'adyantage; either of the wars which \ 

\ England carried on with France, or of the Civil com- 1 

| motions which *aroſe' from the competition for the F 
5 crow. James I. wle had been long a priſdner i in * 
| England, and had received his education there, as | 8 

4 have had occaſion to Hotice, avoided all hoſtilities f 
with foreign nations He was 'niore laudably em- * 

ployed 1 in civilizing Kis ſubjects, and training | them to ſt 

the falutary reſtraints of law and juſtice, After the er 

Raabe of this excellent prince, whoſe , Maxims and te 

anners were too refined for the people whom he had { 


to. govern, the minority of his ſon and ſueceſſor James 
II. and che diſtractiohs incident on ity prevented the 4 
a ö 
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Scots from moleſting England. But when the quarrel LETTPR. 
between the rival houſes of York and Lancafter was ,__ 
become incurable, unleſs by the total extinction of AD. 16. 
one of the parties, James II. who had now riſen to 

man's eſtate, was tempted to make uſe of that oppor- 

tunity, in hopes of recovering thoſe places which the 

Engliſh had conquered from his anceſtors. He in- 

veſted the caſtle of Roxburgh, and had provided him- 

ſelf with ſome pieces of cannon in order to forward 

the ſiege; but one of them unhappily burſting, as he 

was firing it, put an end at once to his life and his 
undertaking. His ſon and ſucceſſor, James III. was 

yet a minor; and the diſturbances common to mi- 

norities enſued in the government. The queen dow- 

ager, Anne of Guelders, aſpired to the regency; the 

houſe of Douglas oppoſed her pretenſions : ſo that 

the queen of England, when ſhe arrived in Scotland, 


bound there a people little leſs divided _ en than 
5 | thoſe from whom ſhe had fled, _ | 


THz Scottiſh council, however, agreed to aſſiſt 
Margaret, on her offefing to deliver up to them the 
important fortreſs of Berwick, and to contract her ſon 
in marriage with a ſiſter of Times their king, And 
Margaret, with her northern auxiliaries, and ſome ſue- Ab. 1464, 
cours from France, ventured once more to take the | 
field, and to make an inroad into England. But ſhe 
was able to penetrate no farther than Hexham. There 
ſhe was attacked by lord Montacute, brother to the 
earl of Warwick, and warden of the Marches, who 
totally routed her motley army 1. All who were 
ſpared i in the field ſuffered on. the ſcaffold. | 


Tus fate of the unfortunate royal mil, after this 
overthrow, was equally ſingular and affecting. Mar- 


1 13. Hall. Cotton. ED 13. Ibid. 
Vor. II. G garet 


— 
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* Tur HISTORY OF 
PART I. garet fled with her ſon into a foreſt, where ſhe en- 
K 1464. deavoured to conceal herſelf, but was beſet during the 
darkneſs of night by robbers, who deſpoĩled her of her 
- jewels, and treated her with the utmoſt indignity, 
| She made her eſcape however, while they were quar- 
-relling about the booty; and wandered ſome time 
with her ſon in the moſt unfrequented thickets, ſpent 
with hunger and fatigue, and ready to fink beneath 
the load of terror and affliction. In this wretched 
condition fhe was met by a robber with his ſword 
naked in his hand: and ſeeing no means of eſcape, 
he ſuddenly embraced the bold reſolution of truſting 
entirely to his faith and generofity, “ Approach, 
my frcnd !”—cried ſhe, preſenting to him the 
young prince; “ to you I commit the ſafety of your 
king's ſon.” Struck with the fingularity of the event, 
and charmed with the confidence repoſed in him, the 
robber became her protector. By his favour ſhe 
dwelt concealed in the foreſt, till ſhe found an op- 
portunity to make her eſcape. into Flanders; whence 
the paſſed to her father in Fraqee, where the lived 
ſeveral years in privacy and retirement. 4. Henry 
was leſs fortunate in finding the means of eſcape. He 
Hy concealed during twelve menths in Laneafhire; 
4,»D. 15 but was at laſt detected, delivered up to * 
_ thrown into the Tower 1 
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Tur youthful AED thus rid of all his enemies 
refigned himſelf freely to thoſe pleaſures. and amuſe- 
ments, which his rank, his time of life, and his na» 
tural temper, no leſs turned for love than war, invited 
him to enjoy. The cruel and unrelenting Edward 
_ in the moſt familiar and ſocial manner with hi 
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ſubjects. He was the peculiar favourite of the young 


in the humbleſt condition, would. have rendered him 
acceptable to the fair, facilitated all his applications 
for their favour. But it is difficult to confine the 
ruling paſſion within the bounds of prudence. The 
ardent temperament of Edward. led him into a ſnare, 
which proved fatal to his repoſe, and to the TR 
of his throne. | | 


Tar young king while in the height of diſſipa- 


tion, had refolved to marry, in order to ſecure his 


throne by iſſue, as well as by alliances: and he had 
caſt his eyes on Bona of Savoy, fiſter to the queen of 


France: The negociation was committed to the earl 
of Warwick, who went over to Paris, where the prin- 
ceſs then refided : his propoſals were accepted; and 
the treaty. was fully concluded. Nothing remained 
but the ratificatiag, of the terms agreed on, and the 
bringing of the princeſs over to England. Mean- 
while the charms of lady Elizabeth Gray, one of the 
fideſt and moſt accompliſhed woman of her time, had 
inflamed the amorous heart of Edward. Her huſ- 


band, Sir John Gray of Groby, had been ſlain in the 


ſecond battle of St. Alban's, fighting on the fide of 


of Lancafter, and his eſtate confiſcated; and when 
the king came accidentally, after a. beutiog party, 


to the houſe of her father, Sir Richard Wideville, to 
whom ſhe had retired, ſhe threw herſelf at his feer, 


and entreated him to take pity on her impoveriſhed 


And helpleſs childten, 


THe fight of ſo much beauty in diftreſs ſtrongly 


G 2 into 


5 the ſuſceptible Edward. Love inſenſibly ſtole 
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and gay of both ſexes; and the beauty of his perſon, Cay 
as well as the gallantry of his addreſs, which even . D. 14%. 
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"PART l. into his heart, under the diſguiſe of compaſſion. He 
AD as. raiſed the fair ſupplicant from the ground with aſſu- 


| oy he N78 made. 


rances of favour; and as his paſſion was increaſed by 
the winning converſation of Elizabeth, he ſbon found 
himſelf reduced to that poſture and fiyle of ſolici- 
tation which had been ſo lately her's. But all his fo. 
licitations were in vain: the obſtinately refuſed to 


gratify his paſſion ; and the young and gallant mo- 


narch found for once a virtue which his fondeſt affi- 


duities could not bend. Inflamed by oppoſition, and 


filled with veneration for ſuch honourable ſentiments, 
Edward loſt fight of all but love.” He offered to ſhare 


his throne, as well as his heart, with the woman whoſe 
beauty of perſon, and dignity of character, ſeemed 


ſo well to entitle her to both: and the marriage waz 
privately celebrated at her father's ou in Ry 
tonſhire re. 


Warwick, who was ſtill at Paris, no ſooner re- 
ceived intelligence of the king's marriage than he 


returned to England, flaming with rage and indig- 


nation, at being employed in a deceitful treaty, and 


kept a ſtranger to the intentions of the prince, who 
owed every thing to his friendfhip. The king was 


ſenſible that Warwick had been ill uſed; but his 


pride, or falſe ſhame, prevented. him from king an 


apology : and that nobleman was permitted to depart 
the coutt in the fame hot e that he came. The 
advancement of the queen's relations into offices of 


power and truſt, to the excluſion of thoſe of War- 


wick, whom ſhe regarded as her mortal enemy, heigh- 
tened his diſcontent, and made him reſolye to ruin the 
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MODERN EUROPE. 
Ix order to effect his purpoſe, Warwick drew over 
to his intereſt the duke of Clarence, the king's ſecond 
brother, by offering him in marriage his eldeſt daugh- 


of the ancient nobility envied the ſudden growth of 


the Widevilles. They affociated themſelyes with 
Watwick ; who fuding his own name inſufficient, and 


being chaſed to France, after ſome unſucceſsful ſtrug- 


gles, entered into a league with queen Margaret, his 


inveterate enemy. On his return to England, he was 


joined by the whole body of Lancaſtrians. Both par- 


ties now prepared for a general deciſion by arms; 


and a decifive action was every moment expected, 


when Edward, finding himſelf betrayed by the mar- 


quis of Montague, and ſuſpicious of his other com- 


manders, ſuddenly abandoned his army, and fled to 
Holland. Henry VI. was taken from his confine- 
ment in the Tower, and placed once more upon the 
Engliſh throne; and a parliament, called under the 


influence of Warwick, declared Edward. IV. an 


uſurper 7 


Bur this revolution was only the effect of the giddi-. 
neſs of faction. Warwick was no ſooner at the helm 


of government, than his popularity began to decline, 


though he appears to have been guilty of no unpo- 
pular act; ſo fugitive a thing is public favour ! The 


young king was emboldened to return. He landed at 
Ravenſpur, as Henry IV. had formerly done, upon a 
like oecaſion; and although he brought with him only 


two thouſand men, he ſoon found himſelf in a con- 
dition to face the earl of Warwick, who had taken 


poſt at Barnet, The city of London opened its gates 


to Edward ; who thus became at once makter of his 


17. Stowe, Hall. 
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ter, and co-heireſs of his immenſe fortune. Many 


A. D. 1470, 


A. D. 1471. | 


96 
bak. capital and of the perſon of his rival Henry, doomed 
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| Ain. to be the perpetual ſport of fortune. The arrival of 


queen Margaret, whoſe preſence would have been of 
infinite ſervice to her party, was every day expected, 


In the meantime the duke of Clarence, Warwick's 


ſon-in-law, deſerted to the. king, and carricd along 
with him a body of twelve thouſand men. But War- 
wick was how too far advanced to retreat; and as he 


rejected with diſdain all terms of peace offered him by 


Edward and Clarence, he was obliged to hazard a ge- 


neral engagement. The battle was fought with great 


obſtinacy on both fides. The two armies, in imita- 
tion of their leaders, diſplayed uncommon acts of va- 
leur, and the conteft for victory remained long un» 


gecided; but an accident threw at laſt the balance 
on the fide of the Vorkiſts. Edward's cogniſance 


was a ſun, Warwick's a ſtar with rays 3 and the miſti- 
neſs of the morning rendering it difficult to diſtin- 
guiſh them, a body of the Lancaſtrians were attacked 
by their friends, and driven off the field. Warwick 
did all that experience, conduct, or valour could ſug- 
geſt, io retrieve the miſtake, but in vain, He had 


engaged on foot that day, contrary to his uſual prac- 


tice, in order to ſhew his troaps, that he was reſolved 


to ſhare every danger with them; and now ſenſible 


that all was loſt, unleſs a reverſe of fortune could be 


| wrought by ſome extraordinary effort, he ruſhed into 


the thickeſt of the engagement, and fell covered with 
a multitude of wounds, His brother, the marquis of 
Montague, underwent the ſame fate; ; and as Edward 
had iſſued orders to give no quarter, a great and un- 
diſtinguiſhed ſlaughter was made in the relate. 
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MODE RN EVROPE, 
QUEEN Margaret and her ſon prince Edward, now 
abut eighteen years of age, landed from Fes the * 
ſame day on which that decifiye battle was fought; &. D. 471, 
She had hitherto ſuſtained the ſhocks of fortune with 
ſurpriſing fortitude ; but when ſhe received intelli- 
pence of her huſband's captivity, and of the defeat 
and death of the carl of Warwick, her courage failed 
| her, and ſhe took fanQuary i in the abbey of Beaulieu; 
in W 


ben d r however; by the appearance of Tu- 
dor, earl of Pembroke, and ſeveral other noblemen, 
who exhorted her {till to hope for ſucceſs, ſhe reſumed 
her former ſpirit, and determined to aſſert to the laſt 
her claith to the crown of England. She accordingly 
put herſelf once more at the head of the army, which 
increaſed in every day's march, and advanced through 
the counties of Devon, Somerſet, and Glouceſter; 
But the ardent and expeditious Edward overtook het 
at Tewkſbury, on the banks of the Severn, where the 
-Lancaſtrians were totally routed and diſperſed, Mar- 
garet and her ſon were taken priſoners, and brought 
to the king, who aſked the prince in an imperious tone, 
how he dared to invade his dominions. “ I came 
te hither,” replied the undaunted youth, more miind- 
ful of his high birth than his preſent fortune, 66 to 
e revenge my father's wrongs, and reſcue my juft 
«inheritance out of your hands.“ Incenſed at his 
freedom, inſtead of admiring the boldneſs of his ſpirit, 
the ungenerorfs Edward barbarouſly truck him on the 

face with his gauntlet ; and the dukes of Clarence and 
| Glouceſter, lord Haſtings, and Sir Thomas Gray, 
taking this blow as'a fignal for farther violence, hur- 
ried the prince aſide, and inſtantly diſpatched him 
with their daggers, Margaret Fas thrown into the 
64 Tower, 
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| PART I. Toner, where her huſband Henry had juſt expired. ſm 
ee, Whether he died a natural or violent death is uncer. thi 


tain; though it is generally believed that the duke of Gi 
| Pioneer killed him with his own hand . 


3 * 


Tus hopes of the Wie 11 being thus 
extinguiſhed, by the death of every legitimate prince 
of that family, Edward, who had no longer any enemy 
that could give him anxiety or alarm, was encou- 

| raged once more to indulge himſelf in pleaſure and 
3 amuſement; and he recovered by his gay humour, 


8 and his eaſy familiar manners, that popularity which 
- muſt have been in ſome degree impaired by the cru- 
elties exerciſed upon his enemies. The example alſo 
of his jovial feſtivity, ſerved to abate the acrimony of 
faction among his ſubje&s, and to reflore the ſocial 
diſpoſition, which had been» ſo long interrupted be- 
tween the oppoſite parties. But although Edward 
was fond of pleaſure, he was not deaf to the calls of 
ambition; and a proje ed invaſion of France, in or- 
der to recover the dominions loſt under his predeceſ- 
for, tended ſtill farther to increaſe his popularity. 


Tux proſpe& of a French war has always proved a 
Fa means of uniting the people of England, and of 
making 1 the members of parliament open their purſes. 
. Iward received a conſiderable ſupply, and paſſed over 
to Calais with an army of fifteen hundred men at arms, 
and fifteen thouſand archers, He was attended by all 
his chief nobility z who, animated by former ſucceſſes, 
were eager to appear once more on the theatre of ho- 
your. But their ardour was damped, when they 
found, on entering the -French territories, that their 
Wy the duke of Burgundy, did nat bring them the 


39 Stowe. Hall. 
ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt aſſiſtance. Tranſported by his fervid temper, LETTER - 
that prince had carried his troops to the frontiers of und, 
Germany, where they were employed in hoſtilities A. D. 1475» 
againſt the duke. of Lorrain. Lewis XI. however, 

alarmed at the preſence of ſo warlike and powerful a 

monarch as Edward, propoſed an accommodation; 

and a truce: was concluded on terms by no means ho- 

nourable to France. Lewis ſtipulated, to pay the 9 
king of England immediately ſeventy-five thouſand , | 
crowns, in order to defray the expence of his arma- 
ment, on condition that he ſhould quietly withdraw 


his troops, and fifty ROTOR crowns a-year during 


their joint lives“. 
j 


Tuis treaty reflected little honour on either of the 
monarchs. It diſcovered the imprudence of the one, 
and the puſillanimity of the other. But as Lewis 
made intereſt the ſole teſt of his honour, he thought 
he had over-reached Edward, by ſending him out of 
France on ſuch eaſy terms. The moſt honourable 
article, on the fide of Lewis, was the ftipulation for 
the liberty of queen Margaret, who was ſtill detained 
in cuſtody by Edward. Lewis paid fifty thouſand 
crowns for her ranſom ; and this princeſs who, in the 
active ſcenes of life, had experienced ſo remarkably 
the viciſſitudes of fortune, paſſed the remainder of her 
days in tranquillity and privacy. Margaret ſeems 
neither. to have poſſeſſed the virtues, nor been ſub- 
Je& to the weakneſſes of her ſex: and ſhe was as 
much tainted with the ferocity, as endowed with the 
courage of the age in which he lived. 


Tus dark and unrelenting Aiſpoſition of Richard, 
duke of Glouceſter, the future ſcourge of England, 


20. Rymer, vol. xib, Phil. de Comines, liv, iv. 
| began 


* 
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PART. 1. began more particularly to diſcover itſelf after Eq, 


— 
An. 1475 


ward's return from France, The duke of Clarence, 
by all his ſervices in deſerting Warwick, had never 


been able to regain the king's friendſhip, which he 


A. D. 1478. 


AD. 2483. 


had forfeited by his former confederacy with that no- 
bleman, He had alſo the misfortune to offend his 
brother Glouceſter, who ſecretly conſpired his ruin, 
Several of his friends were accuſed and executed, un- 
der frivolous pretences, in hopes that his reſentment 
would betray him into meaſures, which might furniſh 
matter for an impeachment, He fell into the ſnare, 


Inftead of ſecuring his own life againſt the preſent | 


danger, by filence and reſerve, he was open and loud 
in aſſerting the innocence of his friends, and in ex- 
claiming againſt the iniquity of their proſecutors, 


The king ordered him to be committed to the Tower; 


and he was ſentenced to die by the Houſe of Peers, 
the ſupreme tribunal of the nation, for arraigning 


| public juſtice, by maintaining the innocence of men 


who had been condemned in courts of judicature. 
The only favour which the king granted him was the 
choice of his death; and he was privately drowned 


in a butt of Malmſey ; a whimſical choice, which 
leads us to ſuppoſe, that he was paſidnatsly” oh of 


* 

that liquor. | 1 | — n 

Tun remaining part of Edward's reign was diſtin : 
guiſhed by no remarkable event. He ſunk again into 
indolence and pleaſure, from which he was once more 
rouſed by the proſpect of a French war. While 
making preparations with that view, he was ſeized 
with a violent diſtemper, of which he died in the 
een one ee a his age. He was a =_ of 
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do his perſon, to be thrown into priſon, and executed 


With the firſt he ſucceeded; but the laſt remained 
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more vigour than prudence; and conſequently leſs r 
fitted to prevent ills by wiſe precautions, than to re- Gn 
medy them after they took place. As a man he poſ- * P. 1483. 
ſeſſed many accompliſhments : his virtues were few, 


his vices a numerous catalogue. | 


EDwarD IV. left two ſons ; the prince of Wales, 
now Edward V. in his thirteenth year, and Richard 
duke of York, in his ninth. The duke of Glouceſter, 
their uncle, whoſe ſanguinary diſpoſition I have had 
occaſion to notice, was appointed regent by Edward's 
defire, and choſen protector by his own artifices. He 
had already got the two young princes into his poſ- 
ſeſſion, contrary to the inclination of their mother, 
who ſeemed ſtruck with a kind of preſage of their fu- 
tire fatez and his eye was fixed upon the throne, 
though nat only the ſons of Edward, but thoſe of 
the duke of Clarence. ſtood between him and it. | 
+ | 
Ax attempt to exclude or deſtroy ſo many perſons 
poſſeſſed of a preferable right, may ſeem equally im- 
prudent and impracticable. But a man like Glou- 
ceſter, who had abandoned all principles of honour 
and humanity, was ſoon carried by his predominant 
paſſion beyond the reach of fear or precautionz and 
having ſo far ſucceeded in his views, he no longer he- 
tated in removing the other obſtructions in his way. 
He ordered earl Rivers, the queen's brother, Sir Ri- 
chard Gray her ſon, by her former huſband, and Sir. 
Thomas Vaughan, who poſſeſſed a conſiderable place 
in the young king's houſhold, and was firmly attached 


without any formof trial. His next ſtep was to drawinta 
his views the duke of Buckingham and lord Haſtings. 


3 firm 1 
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PART i firm in his allegiance to the children of Edward, whs 
AD. 1463. had ever honoured him with his friendſhip. His death 
was therefore reſolved upon ; and for that purpoſe ; 
council was ſummoned in the Tower, whither that 
nobleman, ſuſpecting no harm, repaired without he. 
; tation. | | 
| GLOUCESTER, on taking his place at the council 
board, appeared in the eaſieſt and moſt facetious hu. 
mour imaginable 5 but making a pretence ſoon after 
to retire, as if called away by urgent buſineſs, he 
returned knitting his brows, grinding his teeth, and 
exhibiting by frequent change of countenance, ſymp. 
toms of imat perturbation. A general ſilence enſued; 
every one dreading ſome terrible cataſtrophe, and al 
gazing with looks of doubt and anxiety upon each 
other. Richard at laſt relieved them from their aw- 
ful ſuſpence. What puniſhment do they deſerve,” 
| faid he, © who have conſpired againſt my life ?”— 
= % The death of traitors,” replied lord Haſtings, 
4 Theſe traitors,” cried Richard, © are the forcereſs, 
© my brother's wife, and that witch Shore, his mil- 
« treſs, with others their affociates, See to what a 
« condition they have reduced me by their ſpells and 
«4 jncantationsY” laying bare his atm, all ſhrivelled 
and decayed. The amazement of the council was 
increaſed, it being well known this infirmity had at- 
tended him from his childhood; and lord Haſtings, 
who, ſince Edward's death, had engaged in an in- 
trjgue with Jane Shore, was naturally alarmed at ſuch 
an accuſation, Certainly, my lord,“ ſaid he, with 
5 ſome heſitation, “ if they are guilty of ſuch a crime, 
« they deſerve puniſhment.” . And do you,“ ex- 
claimed Richard, ** reply to me with your iff You 
46, have thejr guilt : you are e a traitgr, and 
66 the 
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« the chief abettor of the witch Shore; and I ſwear 
« by. St. Paul, that 1 will not dine until your head 
eis brought me! He ſtruck} the table with his 
hand: armed men ruſhed in at the ſignal: Haſtings 
was ſeized; hurried away; and inſtantly beheaded 


LETTER 
XLVII. | 


A. D. 1483. 


on a log of wood, which n lay in the court- 5 


yard of the Tower **, 


4, 


| Rieuaap ee thus got vid of the man ihe * | 


feared, and of all who were moſt likely to oppoſe 
bis views, ordered lord Stanley, the archbiſhop of 
York, the biſhop of Ely, and other counſellors of 
whom he was ſuſpicious, to be committed priſoners 
to the Tower; and, in order to carry on the farce 
of accuſations, he commanded the goods of Jane Shore 
to be ſeized, and ſummoned her to anſwer before the 
council for ſorcery and witchcraft, But as beauty 
was her only witchcraft, and converſation her moſt 


dangerous ſpell, no proofs were produced againft her 


which could be received even in that ignorant age. 
Her perſecution, however, did not end here. Though 
framed for virtue, ſhe had proved unable to reſiſt 
temptation, and had left her huſband, a goldſmith in 
Lombard-ftreet, to live with Edward, who ſolicited 
her favours. But while ſeduced from her fidelity by 
this gay and amorous monarch, ſhe ſtill made herſelf 
reſpeQable by her other virtues, She never ſold her 
influence, Her good offices, the genuine dictates of 


her heart, waited not the ſolicitation of preſents or 


the hopes of reciprocal benefit; to protect the op- 
preſſed, and relieve the ;ndigeat,” were her higheſt 
pleaſures, | Yet all her amiable qualities, could 
not ſave her from the bitterneſs of ſhame, cruelly 


22. Contin. Hit. Cra. Sir T. More, 
impoſed 
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| | PARTI. jmpoſed upon her by .a barbarous tyrant. Richar 
. ordered her to be tried in the ſpiritual court for adul. 
RY - tery. The charge was too notorious to be denied. She 
pleaded guilty, and was condemned to do public pe. 
nance in a white ſheet at St. Paul's, after walking 
bare footed through the city, Her future life was long 
and wretched. She experiencedin old age and poverty 
the ingratitude of thoſe courtiers whom ſhe had raiſed 
into favour, Not one, of all the multitudes ſhe hal 
obliged, had the humanity to bring her conſolation 
or relief. Her frailties as a woman, amid a court ins 
ured to the moſt atrocious crimes, were thought ſuf. 
ficient to juſtify all violations of friendfhip towards 
her, and all neglect of former obligations; and ſhe 
was permitted to een out ber Chefs in ſolitude 
and want 23. 


go many acts of violence, exerciſed againſt all the 
neareſt connexions of the late king, prognoſticated 
the ſevereſt fate to his defenceleſs children; and after 
the. murder of Haſtings, Richard no W made a 
ſlecret of his intention to uſurp the crown, As a co- 
a Jour to his pretenſions, he not only maintained, that 
his two nephews were illegitimate, but alſo his two 
brothers, Edward IV. and the duke of Clarence; that 
his mother had admitted different lovers into bar bet: 
who were the fathers of theſe children; that their 
reſemblance to thoſe-gallants was a ſufficient proof of 
their ſpurious bitth z and that he alone of all her ſons, 

as appeared by his features, was the true offspring of | 
the duke of York. The place choſen for promul- 
gating this foul and impudent affertion was the pulpit, 
before a large r and in Richard's preſence. 
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Pr. Shaw, a ſycophant entirely at his devotion, was 
appointed to' preach 1n St. Paul's, and having choſen 
for his text; from ſcripture, © Baſtard flips ſhall not 
thrive !” he enlarged on every circumſtatice that could 
diſcredit the birth of Edward IV. the duke of Cla- 
rence, and of all their children. He then broke out 
into a panegyric on the duke of Glouceſter, exclaim- 
ing, “It is he who carries in his face, in his ſoul, the 
image of virtue, and the marks of a true deſcent !” 
And it was expected, as ſoon as the doctor had pro- 
nounced- theſe words, that the audience would cry 

out, “God ſave king Richard!“ a ſalutation which 

would immediately have been laid hold of as a popu- 
lar conſent, and interpreted to be the voice of the 
nation. But the audience kept a profound ſilence, 

and diſappointed both the protector and his preacher . 


RicHarD,' however, had gone too far to recede 
from his criminal and ambitious purpoſe. Another 
place was choſen for a popular. harangue: a place 
where a popular ſpeaker never fails to perſuade, and 
where a voice may be obtained for any meaſure, how- 


ever atrocious or abſurd, The citizens of London, 


hall, where the duke of Buckingham addreſſed them 
in an eloquent harangue, ſetting forth the title and 


virtues of the protector, and . God fave king Ri- 


chard !”? was at laſt returned by the mob. The ſen- 
timents of the nation were now thought ſufficiently 
declared. The voice of the people was the voice of 
God! Richard was prevailed upon, though with ſeem- 
mg reluctance, to accept of the crown; and he thence= 
forth ated as legitimate and lawful ſovereign . 


with the rabble at their heels, were affembled in Guild: 


Tris 


PARTI. . 
— 
Te 


He choſe three aſſociates, whom he employed to er- 


their naked bodies to Tyrrel, who ordered them to 


but whimſical writer, to invalidate the particulars of this relation, anl 


| in the words of the profound and ſagacious Hume; That the ſingular 


tion of Richard UI. And it is plain from his narrative itſelf, which is 
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Tuis ridiculous farce was ſoon followed by a ſcene 
truly tragical, the murder of the two young prince, 
Richard gave orders to Sir Robert Brakenbury, con- 
ſtable of the Tower, to put his nephews to death; 
but that gentleman refuſed to bear any part in the 
infamous office. The uſurper then ſent for Sir James 
Tyrrell, ho promiſed obedience, and the govern. 
ment of the Tower was given him for one night, 


ecute his barbarous commiſſion, and conducted them, 
about midnight, to the door of the chamber, where 
the princes were lodged. They were in bed, and 
fallen into a profound ſleep. The ruffians ſuffocated 
"them with bolfters and pillows, and afterwards ſhewed 


be buried at the foot of the ftair-caſe, under a heay 
of ſtones **. Theſe circumſtances were confeſſed by 


the e in the following reign. 
| RIA 


286. Sir T. More. An attempt has lately been made by an e 


even to bring into queſtion the fact it tends to eſtabliſh. But in ar- 
fwer to the Hiſlorie Doubts of Mr. Walpole, it will be ſufficient to reply, 


magnanimity, probity, and judgment of Sir Thomas More, make his 
narrative an evidence beyond all exception ; that the teſtimony of no 
hiſtorian, either of ancient or modern times, can poſſibly | have more 
weight ; that he may juſtly. be eſtcemed a cotemporary with regard to 
the murder of the two princes: for although he was but five years of 
age when that event happened, he lived and was educated among the 
perſons concerned in the principal tranſactions during the adminiſtra- 


often extremely circumſtantial, that he had the particulars from eye · 
witneſſes ' themſelves. This authority, therefore, is. irreſiſtible ; and 
« ſufficient to overbalance an hundred little doubts, and ſeruples, and objection.” 
(Hiſt. of England, vol. iii. note M.) All cotemporary writers, both 
Engliſh and foreign, charge Richard, directly or indirectly, with the 
murder of his nephews. Comines openly accuſes him of it, (Aen. li 

Wo Vo 
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" RienanD having thus extirpated all whom he 2 
feared might diſturb his government, endeavoured to 
gain by favours thoſe whom he thought could give * P1483. 
ſtability to his throne, Several noblemen received 

new honours; and lord Stanley was ſet at liberty, 

and made ſteward of the houſhold. But Richard's 

danger aroſe from a quarter whence he leaſt expected 

it. The duke of Buckingham did not think himſelf 
ſufficiently rewarded for his ſervices in promoting the 
uſurpation: he obſerved the general deteſtation of 

Richard; and, by the advice of Morton, biſhop of 

Ely, he turned his eye towards the young earl of Rich- 

ad, now an exile in Britanny, as the only perſon 

capable of freeing the nation from the FORE 2 

which it groaned. 


Hz Nav, earl of Richmond, was WS! of Sir 
Owen Tudor and Catharine of France, reli& of 
Henry V. By his mother he, was deſcended from 
John of Gauat, duke of Lancaſter, ſon of Edward III. 
and was the only remaining branch of that family, 
which had ſo long contended for the crown. In or- 
der to ſtrengthen his intereſt a match was concerted 
between him and Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of Edward 
IV. Money was ſent over to him, for the purpoſe 
of levying foreign troops; and the queen-dowager 
promiſed to join him on his firſt appearance, with all 
the friends and partizans of her family, a 


„ 


vi. chap. ix.) and Fabian tells us that, as ſoon us Richard — the 
ſovereignty, King Edward V. and his brother, the duke of York, 
* were put under furer keeping in the Tower, in ſuch wiſe that they never 
ur came abroad.” (Chron. f. 225.) Comines ſupports his accuſation 
with very ſtrong circumſtances. The court of France, he tells us, was 
much ſtruck with horror at Richard's treaſon and uſurpation, that 
the Engliſh ambaſſador was refuſed an audience. Mm. ubi ſup. 
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A. D. 1484- ventured at laſt to ſummon a parliament ; a meaſur | 


object. His queen being now dead, he propoſed by 
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not eſcape the jealous and vigilant eye of Richard, 


fortune, deſpaired of ſucceſs, and immediately ſepa- 
rated themſelves 7. Meantime the earl of Richmond 
appeared on the coaſt of England, with a body of five 


had hitherto induced him to decline. The parliament 
had no choice left but to recognize his authority, and 


Wales: and the king paſſed ſome popular laws i in or. 


Elizabeth, the true heireſs of the crown, and intended 
for the earl of Richmond, if his enterprize had ſuc- 


Bor ſo extenſive a conſpiracy, though laid on the 
ſolid foundations of good ſenſe and ſound policy, could 


He ſoon received intelligence that his enemies, headed 
by the duke of Buckingham, were forming ſome de- 
ſigns againſt him. The duke, unable to reſiſt the 
force of Richard, was obliged to ſeek ſafety in retreat; 
he was diſcovered, condemned, and executed ; and 
the other conſpirators, who had taken arms in differ. 
ent parts of the kingdom, when informed of this miſ- 


thouſand men; but hearing of the fate of Bucking- 
ham, and the Sorhon of his friends, he returned to 
the coaſt of Britanny. 


RicHARD, thus triumphant i in every quarter, and 
fortified by an unſucceſsful atfempt to dethrone him, 


which his multiplied crimes, and flagrant uſurpation, 
acknowledge his right to the crown. ' His ſon Edward, 
a youth of twelve years of age, was created prince of 
der to reconcile 1 nation to his unn 


bee Richard's AY meaſures tended to the ſame 


means of a papal diſpenſation, to marry the princch 


ceeded. And, ſtrange as It may ſound in civilized 


27; Sir T. More. Contin, if. Croyland. | 
f ' | « ears, 
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ears, the queen · dowager neither ſcrupled this alliance, LETTER 
which was very unuſual in England, and regarded as VII. 
inceſtuous, nor felt any horror at the thought of mar- 
rying her daughter to the murderer of her three ſons, 
and of her brother. But the carl of Richmond, a- 
larmed at an alliance which muſt prove fatal to all 
his hopes, and encouraged by the Engliſh exilcs, re- 
ſolved upon a new invaſion. All men of probity and 
honour, he was aſſured, were deſirous to prevent th: 
ſceptre from being any longer polluted by that bloody 
and faithleſs hand which held it“ . In conſequence 
of theſe repreſentations, he ſet fail from Harfleur, in 
| Normandy, with a retinue of about two thouſand A. D. 1485. 
men, and landed at Milford Haven, in Wales. The 
Welch, who conſidered him as their countryman, 
flocked to his ſtandard ; and his, cauſe eee 
wore a favourable aft, | 


8 "who knew not in what quarter he might 
expect the invader, had taken poſt at Nottingham, in 
the centre of the kingdom; and having given commiſ- 
ſions to different perſons in the ſeveral counties, 
whom he empowered to oppoſe his enemy, he pro- 
poſed in perſon to haſte, on the firſt alarm, to the 
place moſt expoſed to danger. The Welch governors 
had already deſerted to Henry, But the danger. to 
Which Richard was chiefty expoſed, proceeded not ſo 
much from the zeal of his open enemies, as from the 
infidelity of his pretended: friends. Scarce any no- 
bleman was ſincerely attached to his cauſe except the 
duke of Norfolk; and ſome, who had feigned the 
greateſt loyalty, were only watching for an opportu- 
$ Dity to betray and abandon him. Among theſe was 
lord Stanley ; _— raiſed a numerous body of his . 


a8. Ibid. 
„ friends 


_ ; FUL HISBTORY OF 

PART L friends and retainers in Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, but 

N without openly declaring himſelf, his ſon being in the 
- tyrant's power. And although Henry had received 
ſecret aſſurances of Stanley's friendly intentions, the 
armies on both ſides knew not what to infer from bis 
equivocal behaviour, when they met at Boſworth, 
near Leiceſter. Henry's army conſiſted of fix thou. 
ſand men, Richard's of double that number: and he 
haftened to decide * arms the quarrel we his com- 
petitor. 


| Soon after the banks began lord Stanley apa 

in the field and declared for the earl of Richmond, 

This meaſure had a proportional effe& upon both ar- 

mies: it inſpired unuſual courage into Henry's ſol- 

diers ; it threw Richard's into diſmay and confuſion, 

The intrepid tyrant, now ſenſible of his defperate fi- 
tuation, caſt his eye acroſs the field, and deſcrying 
/ his rival at no great diſtance, atteinpted to decide the 
vidcdory by a blow. He killed with his own hand Sir 
William Brandon, ftandard-bearer to the earl : he 

_ diſmounted Sir John Cheney; and he was within 
reach of Henry himſelf, who declined not the combat, 
- when Sir William Stanley broke in between them, 
and ſurrounded Richard 'with his troops. Though 
overwhelmed by numbers, he ſtill maintained the 
combat; and at laft ſunk amid heaps of flain, who 

had fallen by his arm *9,—A life-ſo infamous, it has 
been ſaid by Voltaire, and by Hume after him, did 

not merit ſo glorious a death; but every man ſurely 

merits what his talents enable bim to earn. Richard 
was a blood-thirſty tyrant ; but he was brave, and he 

died as a brave man ſhould, with his ſword 1 in his 


8 Sir T. Alen 
hand: 
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hand : he was brave to the laſt, It would indeed have LETTER 2 
been matter of regret had he died in his bed, after diſ- 5 4 


turbing ſo cruelly the repoſe of mankind : but his &. D. 1485+ 
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death was ſufficiently violent, to prevent his life from 
becoming an object of imitation, 


Tuts battle was entirely decifive: the king not 


routed and diſperſed. The viQtorious troops, in a 
tranſport of joy, beſtowed on their general the appel- 
lation of king; and Long live Henry the Seventh!“ 
reſounded from all quarters, and was continued with 
repeated acclamations, In order to give ſome kind of 


which Richard wore in battle, was placed upon Hen» 
ry's head: his title was confirmed by the parliament ; 
and his marriage with the princeſs Elizabeth, which 
took place ſoon after, united the jarring claims of the 
houſes of Vork and Lancaſter ». Thus ended the 


hundred years upon the throne of England, and thus 
the civil Wars, which | $68 ſo long deſolated the king- 
dom. 


W muſt now return to the Hiſtory of Frauce, 


30. Ibid. 


only being ſlain, but the whole royal army totally 5 


form to this military election, the ornamental crown 


race of the Plantagenets, who had ſat upwards of three 
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CET TEE 


France, from the Fxpulſon of the EncL1en þ 


- CrarLEs VII. t ons Invafion of IT a Ly by CHaRy; 
VIII. #n 1494. 


pieces by civil wars, France was increafing 
both in power and dominion, Moſt of the great fih 
were reunited to the crown : the authority of the 


Prince was raiſed to ſuch a height, as enabled him to 


maintain law and order; a conſiderable military fort 


| a eſtabliſhed, and the finances were able to ſupport 


A-D. 1453. 


The means by which theſe changes were effected 
require Your particular attention, 5 


/ 


Can. VII. no ſooner boss him i in quiet 


poſſeſſion of France, by the expulſion of the Engliſh, 


than he deyoted himſelf to the cares of government; 
he endeavoured to repair the ravages of war by pro- 
- moting the arts of peace, and to ſecure the tranquillity 


and good order of his kingdom by wiſe regulations, 


He eſtabliſhed a regular army, inſtead of thoſe troops 


| required to be furniſhed by the cfown vaſſals, and le. 
vied a tax for their ſupport. Refides that army, 


which was kept in conftant pay, each village main- 
tained a free archer, who was exempted from the 


| King's tax; and it was in conſequence of this exemp- 


tion, otherwiſe peculiar to the nohility, that ſuch a 


number of perſons ſoon claimed the title of gentlemen, 


both by name and arms. 


Tuaxsk 8 meaſures were followed by the moſt 


important ee, A N always at com- 


mand, 


FT HILE Kugland. my dear Philip, was torn ig 
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mand, gave vigour to the royal authority : the poſ- 
ſeſſors of fiefs being no longer called upon, had no 
longer any pretence for arming their followers, to dif- 
turb the peace of the ſtate ; ſo that the feudal polity 
went rapidly to decay in France; and Charles beheld 
himſelf at the head of che largeſt and beſt regulated 
kingdom 1 in Europe. 
* 

Bor all the wiſdom and generoſity of this great mo- 
narch, could not ſecure to him that happineſs which 
he endeavoured to procure for his ſubjects. His ſon 
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Lewis revolted, and imbittered his latter days wit! 


ſorrow; nay, brought him to an untimely grave: 


W for being informed- that this prince intended to take 


him off by poiſon, he abſtained from all food till it 


was too late; and literally died of hunger, that his 


unnatural ſon might not be guilty of parricide *, 

| Lxwis XI. ſo much celebrated as a politician, and 
deſpiſed as a man, now ſucceeded to that crown, which 
he-had traiterouſly attempted to ſeize, in prejudice to 
the beſt of Kings and of fathers. His leading object 


was the aggrandizement of the monarchy, by deprefſ= 


ing the power of the nobles, and reuniting the great 


hefs to the crown. And as he knew that men of ho- 
nour and character would not be concerned in an at- 
tempt upon the rights and properties of others, he 


immediately diſmiſſed the reſpectable miniſters, who 
had ably and faithfully ſerved his father, and ſelected 


from among the loweſt of the people, men of a diſpo- 


| fition ſimilar to his own; ſubtle, deceitful, unfeeling, 


and cruel, But craft may ſometimes over-ſhoot its 


aim, eſpecially when accompanied with rapacity. 


21. Monſtrelet. Du Tillet. Mezeray. 
1 55 
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rr The nobles were alarmed; they entered into an aſſo- 
5. 146 4 ciation, and took arms to humble their oppreſſor. 
The king alſo took arms, and prepared to face them, 
5 A battle was fought, which decided nothing; and a 
Lewis was fonder of negociating than fighting, a peace 
'" was concluded, on terms adyantageous to the rebels, 
but which the perfidious tyrant never meant to ful. 
Al. He took into favour many of thoſe whom he 
| had formerly diſgraced : he detached from the con- 
F , _. _ federacy the dukes of Bourbon and Britanny ; and he 
got an aſſembly of the ſtates to declare thoſe articles 
of the treaty void, which were moſt 9 to 

* intereſt *, . 
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- 
— 


: Bur 1 Lewis thus artfully idiot. a con: 
ſpiracy that ſeemed to endanger his throne. his rapa- 
. city ſoon brought him into new troubles : he became 
"98 the dupe of his own: artifice, and had almoſt periſhed 
AP. 1467. in his own ſnare. Philip the Good, duke of Bur- 
gundy, was ſucceeded in his bin dominions by 
his ſoa Charles the Bold. Charles had an antipathy 
| againſt Lewis; and, what more alarmed that arch- 
politician, knew bim better than any man in Europe. 

Both parties aſſembled forces, and the fate of one of 
them was expetted to be decided; when Lewis, who 
| own ** to extremities, agreed to pay We duke 


-2. Mem de Phil. de Comines. Dupleix. Mezeray. By ine af his 
power and addreſs i in influeuging the election of repreſentatives ; by 
bribing or over- -awing the members, and by various changes which he 
artfully made in the ſorm of their deliberations, Lewis XI. acquired ſuch 
entire direction of the national aſſemblies, that, from being the vigilant 
guardians of the privileges and property of the people, he rendered them 
tamely ſuhſervient, in protecting the moſt odious meaſures of his reign. 
(Phil: de Com tom. i.) He firſt taught other modern princes the fatal 
at of becoming arbitrary, W m. the fountain oſ public liberty. 


dhirty- 
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thirty-ſix thouſand crowns to defray his militaty ex- 2 
pences, and appointed a perſonal interview at Peronne,. 
in Picardy, then in poſſeſſion of Charles. The pro- A. D. 1467+ 
poſal was agreed to, and the king went to the place E 
of meeting, accompanied only by a few domeftics. . 
By ſuch an act of confidence, he hoped to throw 
Charles off his guard, and take advantage, during 
their conferences, of that friendly temper which he 
had inſpired, As a farther means of forwarding his 
negociation, he commanded ſome of his emiſſaries to 


enter Liege, and perſuade the inhabitants to revolt 
againſt the duke. | 


* 


. oy 
Tnus wtapt in perfidy and deceit, Lewis thought 1 
himſelf ſure of concluding an advantageous treaty. 
He was miſtaken, however, for once. The duke in- 
deed received him with all poſſible marks of friendſhip 
and reſpe&, and ſeemed highly pleaſed with ſo much 
confidence in an adverſary ; but the face of affairs was 
ſoon changed. Intelligence arrived that the people _ 
of Liege had broke out into open rebellion, at the in- 
ſtigation of the French emiſſaries, and had cut the 
garriſon in pieces, Charles, in the firſt tranſports of 
his rage, ordered the king to be ſhut up in the caftle 
of Peronne; poſted double guards at the gates, and 
made him thoroughly ſenſible that he was a priſoner, 
and at the mercy of his vaſſal. 


lx that wretched condition Lewis had continued 
three days, when he again attempted to ſet his crooked B 
poliey at work, by diſtributing large ſums among the 
duke's officers ; and Charles's anger being now ſome- 
What abated, he was prevailed upon to enter into a 
negociation with his priſoner, or rather to preſcribe 
ſuch terms as he thought proper, to a prince whoſe 
|  * life 
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life and liberty were in his power. The moſt motti. 


ſying of theſe conditions was, that Lewis ſhould | 


march with him againſt Liege, and be active in 


4. D. 1468. 


the reduction of that place, which had revolted at 
his own requeſt. Liege was reduced; and Lewis 


having thus fulfilled, in every portale the purpoſe 


of his vaſſal, was permitted to depart, before the duke 


ſet fire to the town, and maſſacretl the inhabitants .- 


This affair was treated with ſo much ridicule at Paris, 


that all the magpyes and jays were taught to cry, 


* 


« Peronne ! Peronne!“ a circumſtance that proved 
fatal to many of them ; for Lewis, after his return, 
iſſued an edit for e all thoſe talkative birds, 


as unneceſſary remembrancers of his diſgrace “. 


Tux ſubſequent part of Lewis's reign was one con- 
tinued ſcene of executions, wars, and negociations, 
He and his infamous minifters divided the poſſeſſions 
of thoſe, whom his tyrannies had cauſed to rebel: his 
minifters themſelves conſpired againſt him ; and the 
biſhop of Verdun, and cardinal Balue, men 9 wicked 


as himſelf, ſuffered thoſe tortures which they had 


invented for others. His brother Charles, who had 


been always a thorn in his ſide, was taken off by 


Poiſon : the conſtable de St. Paul, his brother-in-law, 
the count of Armagnac, the dukes of Alengon and 
Nemours, loſt their heads on the ſcaffold; and the 


children of the laſt named nobleman, by an unheard- 


of piece of barbarity, were ſprinkled with their father's 


blood, yet reeking from his veins, and ſent in that 


condition to the Baſtile 5, 


35 Phil. de Com. liv. ii. chap. vii - xiv. | 


4. J. Troyes, Hi le Secrite de Lewis XI. 
& Du Tillet. The king ordered, ſays Mezeray, that the two ſons 


of the duke of Nemours, yet infants, ſhould be placed beneath the ſcaſ- 
fold on which be was executed, that their father 3 blood might fall on 
Weir heads. Abrege Chronel, de Hit. de France, tom. iii. 
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Wir the ignominious but politic treaty of Lewis 
with Edward IV. by which he purchaſed the retreat 
of that monarch, you are already acquainted. He 
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was always engaged, either in war or negociations wit 


his natural enemy the duke of Burgundy, till the 


death of that prince, who fell in an ambitious and 


unprovoked attempt upon the liberty of the Swiſs. 
This was a fortunate event for Lewis, and he en- 


deavoured to make the moſt of it. The duke left no 


male iſſue, and but one daughter, the ſole heireſs of 


his extenſive dominions, which comprehended not 
only the duchy of Burgundy, but Franche-Comté, Ar- 
tois, Flanders, and almoſt all the Netherlands, Lewis 
propoſed a marriage between this princeſs and his ſon 
Charles, the dauphin, a boy only ſeven years old. 
In the mean time he ſeized Burgundy, as a male fief, 


veral other places, we the moſt atrocious acts of trea- 
chery and cruelty . This was the way to make ſure 


A. D. 1477. 


and made himſelf maſter of Artois, Bezangon, and ſe- 


of ſomething, but ſurely not to bring about a mar- 


riage treaty ; the rapacity of this - arch-politician, 
notwithſtanding all his penetration, once more betray- 
ed him. The princeſs, Mary, was filled with diffi- 


dence, and her Flemiſh ſubjects with deteſtation. By 
their advice ſhe married the archduke Maximilian“, 
ſon of the emperor Frederic III. and hence aroſe new 
wars, which long deſolated the Low Countries, and 


| bred an implacable hatred between the houſes of 


France and Auſtria, 
. Lewis 


6. Phil. de Com. liv. v. chap. xv. Du Clos, Hip. Lewis XI. 


7. There is reaſon however to believe, that the heireſs of Burgundy 
was influenced, in her choice, by ather motives than thoſe of policy ; for 


ye pre told by Philip de Comines, that while her marriage with the 


dauphix 


- 
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Lwis, however, put a ſtop to theſe wars (as he 


D did, as ſoon as poſſible, to all in which he was en- 


” % ” 


* 


gaged) by a truce; and though he could not boaſt of 
his ſucceſs in arms, he retained Burgundy, and all 
_ the other places he had ſeized. Anjou, Maine, Pro- 
vence, and Bar, were ſoon aſter left him by Charles 
count du Maine, the laſt prince of the houſe of An- 
jon, who died without iſſue. He had united to the 


crown Rouffillon and Cerdagne, under pretence of 


mortgage, and the county of Boulogne by purchaſe, 


Thus Lewis, amid all his crimes, and after all his 
- ſtruggles,” and all his blunders, ſaw his kingdom 


much enlarged, his ſubjects in obedience, and his go- 
vernment revered at home and abroad. But he had 
only a glimpſe of that agreeable proſpect; for he was 
faddenly ſeized with a fit of the apoplexy, which 


threw him into a lingering illneſs: and he expected 


death with all thoſe. horrors, which a life of ſuch 


complicated guilt deſerved. It at laſt overtook him; 


dauphin was under deliberation, madame Hallewin, firſt lady of the bed- 
chamber to thaf princeſs, gave it as her opinion, © That there was more 


need of a man than a boy!” (Mem. liv. vi. chap. iii.) Admitting this 


to be the caſe, and the marriage with the dauphin impracticable, Lcwis 
might ſtill have prevented the dominions of Burgundy from being con- 
veyed to a rival power, by favouring the ſuit of the count of Angov- 
leme, a prince of the blood-royal of France, and father of Francis l. 
towards a match with whom the princeſs Mary had indicated her good 
will. (Comines, ubi ſup.) But the rapacious diſpoſition and intriguing 
ſpirit of the French monarch, which obſcured his naturally clear and 


ſound underſtanding, with his jealous dread of ſo highly exalting a fub- | 


ject, made him diſcourage that alliance, and purſue a line of inſidious 
policy diſgraceful even to Lewis XI. and which contributed, cventu- 
ally, to raiſe up in the houſe of Auſtria a rival power that thwarted the 


_ meaſures, oppoſed the arme, and checked, during two centurics, the 


progreſs of the fucceſſors of a prince, who firſt united the interior force 


of France, and eſtabliſhed it on ſuch a footing as to render i it formidable 
to the reſt of Europe. 1 


— 


but 


. o 
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put not before he had ſuffered more ſevere tortures 
than any criminal puniſhed during bis reign “. 


3 


8. Phil. de Com. liv. vi. chap xxi. xxii. Du Clos, H,. Louis XI. 
The picture drawn, by theſe two writers, of the laſt ſcene of this mo- 
narch's life, in contraſt with his cruelties, is deeply ſhaded with horror. 
He put to death, we are told, more than four thouſand perſons, by dit 
ferent kinds of torture, and without any form of trial; that he was uſu- 
ally preſent himſelf at their execution, in beholding which he ſeemed 
to enjoy 2 barbarous ſatisfaQion or triumph ; that many of the nobility 
were, by his order, confined in iron cages, invented by the-miniſters of 
his tyrannies, and carried about like wild beaſts ; while others were 
loaded with heavy and galling fetters, with a ring of a particular con- 
ſtrustiom for the feet, called the A5ng's Nets (Comines et Du Clos 
ubi ſup.) In conſequence of theſe barbarities, and a dread of future pu- 
niſkment, he became greatly. afraid of death; and during his illueſs ſuf- 
picious of every one around him, not excepting his own ſon, his daugh- 
ter, and his ſon-in-law, the lord of Beaujeau, afterwards duke of 
Bourbon, though in the two laſt he placed more confidence. than in 
all others. After often ſhifting his reſidence and his domeſtics, under 
pretence that nature delights in change, he took up his abode at the 
caſtle of Pleſſiz-les-Tours, which he ordered to be encompaſſed with 
large bars of iron in the form of a grate, with four wateh- towers of iron 
at the four corners of the building. The grates were without the wall, 
en the farther fide of the ditch, and went to the bottom; ſpikes of iron, 
ſet as thick as poſſible, were faſtened into the wall; and croſs-bow men 
were placed in the ditches and in the watch-towers, to ſhoot at any 
man, who dared appraach the caſtle till the opening of the gate. The 
gate was.never opened, nor the draw-bridge let down before eight in 

the morning, when the courtiers were permitted to enter. Through 

the day the captains: were ordered to guard their ſeveral poſts, with a 
main guard in the middle of the court, as in a town clofely beſieged, 

(Phil de Com. liv. vi. chap. xii.) Nor was this all, Every ſecret of me 

dicine, every allurement of ſenſuality, and. every ſacrifice to ſuperſti- 

tion, was exhauſted, in order to protract the tyrant's miſerable exiſtence, 

imd ſat at a diſtance the ilts he feared. The pope fent him the veſt 
which gt. Peter wore when he ſaid maſs; the ſacred phial was brought 
from Rheims to reanoint him; and he invited a holy hermit. from Ca- 
labria, at whoſe feet he kneeled, and whoſe interceſſion with Heaven he 
_ attempted to buy, by building him two convents; the moſt beautiful 
contitry girls were procured to dance around him to the ſound of muſic ; 
he paid his phyſician, whom he feared, the enormous ſum of ten thou- 

crowns a month; and the blood of infants is faid to have been ſpilt 
in order to ſoften the acrimony of his ſcorbutic humours? Phil. de 
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PART 1. Tun character of Lewis XI. is one of the moſt 
e complicated in hiſtory. He obtained the end which 

he propoſed by his policy, but at the expence of his 
peace and reputation. His life was a jumble of 
crimes and contradictions. Abſolute, without dig. 
| nity; popular (becauſe he humbled the great), with. 
* out generoſity ; unjuſt by ſyſtem, yet zealous for the 
adminiftration of juſtice; living in open violation of 
the firſt principles of morals, but reſigning himſelf 
to the moſt ridiculous ſuperſtitions z the tyrant of his 
ſubjects, and the timid flave of his phyficians ! he de- 
baſed the royalty at the ſame time that he ſtrength- 
ened it, Yet this prince who rendered religion con- 
temptible, and royalty diſgraceful, aſſumed the title 
of Majefty. and Moft Chriſtian, ſince given to his ſuc- 
ceſſors, and formerly not claimed oY the Kings of 
F rance, 


Lewis was ſucceeded by his FE Charles vin. a 
young prince ill educated, raſh, and incapable of ap- 
plication. As he had entered the fourteenth year of 

his age, he was no longer a minor by the law; but 
he was ſtill ſo by nature; and Lewis had witely en- 
truſted the government, during the youth of the 
king, to his daughter Anne, lady of Beaujeau, a woman 
of great ſpirit. and capacity. The adminiftration, 
however, was diſputtd by the duke of Orleans, firſt 
prince of the blood, and afterwards the celebrated 
Lewis XII. who proving unſucceſsful in his intrigues, 
. betook himſelf to arms, and entered into a league 
with the duke of Britanny, and the archduke Maxi- 
.milian. . The Bretons were defeated in the battle of 
A. D. 1488. St. Aubin, and the duke of Orleans was taken pri- 
ners. a | 


9. . iv. n tom i. Could che duke of Orleans 
have flattered the paſſion of Anne of Beaujeau, he might, if we believe 
'Brantome, not only have eſcaped this misfortune, but ſhared the admi- 


: niſtration. 
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Tut death of the duke of Britanny, which hap- 
pened ſoon after this defeat, threw the affairs of that 


duchy into the utmoſt confuſion, and ſeemed to 


threaten the ſtate with final ſubjection. It was the 


only great fief which now remained diſunited from 


the crown of France; and, as the duke had died with- 
out male heirs, ſome antiquated claims to its dominion 
were revived by Charles VIII. But force is the beſt 


claim between princes : of that Charles was poſſeſſed; 
and the conqueſt of Britanny ſeemed inevitable, ualeſs 


e by ſome foreign power. 


Tax prince to whoa the diſtreſſed Bretons looked 


| up for aid was Henry VII. of England, who was 


highly intereſted in preventing the reduction of their 


country, as well as bound by ties of gratitude to re- 
turn that protection to the young ducheſs, which 


had been generouſly yielded him by her father. But 
the parſimonious temper: of Henry, which rendered 


him averſe to all warlike enterprizes, or diſtant expe- 
ditions, prevented him from ſending them any effectual 


ſupport, They therefore applied to Maximilian of 
Auſtria, now king of the Romans, whoſe wife, Mary 
of Burgundy, was lately dead, and offered him their 
ducheſs in marriage. The propel was readily ac- 
cepted ; the nuptials were celebrated by proxy; and 
the ducheſs of Britanny aſſumed the auguſt title of 


Queen of the Romans. But this honour was all ſhe 


gained by her marriage: for Maximilian, deſtitute 


of money and troops, and embarraſſed by the conti- 


nual revolts of the Flemings, was able to ſend no ſuc- 
cours to his conſort. The French made progreſs 
every day: yet the conqueſt of Britanny ſeemed ſtill 
lo Uſtant, and accompanicd with ſo many difficulties, 

that 
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PART. WET that the court of France changed its meaſures, and by 
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1 . a waſter ſtroke in policy aſtoniſhed all Europe. 


'Cnanzns VIII. had bees e to Margaret, 


daughter of Maximilian. Though too young for the 


nuptial union, ſhe had been ſent to Paris to be edu. 
cated, and at this time bore the title of queen of 
France. Engagements ſo ſolemnly entered into could 
not eafily be ſet aſide : but the marriage of Charles 


. with the ducheſs of Britanny ſeemed neceſſary to re- 
- - annex that important fief to the crown; and, as a yet 


ſtronger motive for ſuch alliance, the marriage of 
Maximilian with this princeſs appeared deſtrudtive 


to the grandeur, and even to the ſecurity of the 
French monarchy. The only means of obviating 


every inconveniency, were therefore concluded to be, 


the diſſolution of the two marriages, which had been 


celebrated but not conſummated, and the eſpouſal of 


che ducheſs of Britanny to the king of F rance. 


The meaſures by which the F rench miniſtry eat. 


ried this delicate ſcheme into execution, were wiſe 


and political. While they preſſed Britanny with all 
the violence of war, they ſecretly negociated with - 
the men of moſt influence in the duchy, repreſenting 
to them, That the happieſt event, which in their 
preſent fituation could befall the Bretons, would be a 
peace with France, though purchaſed by a final ſub- 


jection to that monarchy. Theſe arguments had ſome. 


weight with the barons ; but the grand difficulty was, 


| how to obtain the a of the ducheſs, who had 


fixed her affections on Maximilian. In order to ſub- 
due her obſti nacy, the duke of Orleans was ſet at li- 
berty ; and though formerly her ſuitor, and favoured 


with her ſmile, he now zealouſly employed. all his 
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advanced with a powerful army to Rennes, at that 
time the reſidence of the ducheſs. Finding herſelf 
without reſource, ſhe opened the gates of the city, 
and agreed to the proffered marriage; which was 
ſoon after ſolemnized, and juſtly conſidered as the 


moſt fortunate event that could have befallen the 
French monarchy **%. 


| Tas ſucceſs of. Charles in this negociation, was 


the moſt ſenſible mortification to the king of the Ro- 
mans. He was deprived of a conſiderable territory 
which he thought he had acquired, and an accom- 


pliſhed princeſs, whom he had eſpouſed : he was af- 
fronted in the perſon of his daughter Margaret, who 
| was ſent back to him, after ſhe had been treated dur- 


ing ſeven years, as queen of France; and he had 


reaſon to reproach himſelf with his own ſupine ſecu- 
rity, in neglecting the conſummation of his marriage, 


which was eaſily praQticable for him, and would have 
rendered the tie indiſſoluble. The king of England 


had alſo reaſon to accuſe himſelf of miſconduct, in 
regard to this important tranſaction: for although the 


affair had terminated in a manner which he could not 
preciſely foreſee, his negligence in leaving his moſt 
uſeful ally ſo long expoſed to the invaſion of a ſupe- 


rior power, could not but appear, on reflection, the 


reſult of timid caution, and narrow politics; and, as 
Henry valued himſelf on his extenſive foreſight, and 


ſouad judgment, the aſcendant acquired over him, by 


ſuch a youth as Charles, rouſed his indignation, and 


_ prompted him to ſeek vengeance, after all remedy for 


his miſcarriage was become impracticable. He ac- 
3 Miered into a _— with the king of the 


10. Mezeray, Henault, ubi ſup. Bacon, Hiſt. Hen, VII. 


22 Vor. II. 1 Romans, 
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Romans, and the king of Spain, Who alſo "intereſted 
hitnſelf in this matter: he obtained liberal ſupplies 
from his parliament ; and he landed in France with 


A. d. 1492. one of the largeſt, and beſt appointed armies that had 
y ever been vapfportsd from. England * CM 


Bur Charles and his miniſters found means to di- 
vert the impending ſtorm, by diſſolving the confede. 


racy. They drew the king of Spain into a ſeparate 


A. D. 1493. 


A. D. 1494. 


treaty, by reſtoring to him the counties of Rouſſillon 


and CerdagnE; and as they knew Henry's ruling | 


paſſion to be money, he was bought off by the famous 


treaty of Eftaples, the particulars of which I ſhall 
afterwards have occaſion to mention. Maximilian 


now alone remained of all thoſe hoſtile powers; and 
he was content to conclude a peace, on obtaining 
reftitution of Artois, Franche Compté, and Carolois, 
which had been ceded as the dowry of his daughter, 
when ſhe was affianced to the king of F rance 13. 


 CnannLEs's motives for purchaſing peace at ſo high 
a price were neither thoſe-of indolence nor timidity, 
but of ambition and youthful ardour. He had de- 


"termined to vindicate his title to the kingdom of 


Naples, ſuppoſed to deſcend to him from the ſecond 
houfe of Anjou, which ended in*Charles count of 
Maine, who had bequeathed all his rights and poſſeſ- 
fions to the crown of France. This project had long 
engaged the mind of Charles; but, in order to carry 
it effeQually into execution, it was neceſſary to be at 
peace with his neighbours : and that being now ſe- 
cured, he ſet out for Italy with as little concern as 
if it FRGE been a mere e of pleaſure * *. | 


11. ä ubi fup. 12. Phil. de Com. liv. vii. . iu. 
13. Ibid. chap. v. Mezeray, tom. iv. 
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Bor before 1 ſpeak of the ſucceſs of that expedi- LETTER 
tion, and the wars in which it involved Europe, ſe- , , 
veral important matters merit your. attention —the | 
taking of Conſtantinople by the Turks, and the ex- 1 
pulfion of t the Moors out of Spain. | 


: * 
ch ——_— 


2 5 rn 


The ey” of the Tuxks, and the Fall of the 3 
Empire. 


70“C have already ſeen, my dear Philip, the weak- LETTER 
Y neſs of the empire of Conſtantinople at the time of T. 
the Cruſades ; you have ſeen the imperial city ſacked, 
and the government ſeized by the champions of the 
Croſs, The Greeks recovered their empire from the 
French in 1261, but in a mangled and impoveriſhed 
condition, It continued in the ſame weak ſtate. 
| The monaſtic paſſion ſeemed to have obſcured the 

rays of common ſenſe. Andronicus, ſon of Michael 
Paleologus, who had reſtored the Greek empire, 
allowed himſelf to be perſuaded, that God being his 
protector, all military force was unneceſſary; and 
the ſuperſtitious Greeks, regardleſs of danger, em- 
ployed themſelves in diſputing about the transfigura- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, when they ſhould have been 
ſtudying the art of war and training themſelves to 
military diſcipline. One half of the empire pre- 
tended, that the light upon Mount Tabor had been 
from all eternity; and the other half affirmed, that 


I 2 it 
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of the Propontis; and John. Cantacuzenus, colleague 


AD. 1345. 


A. D. 1370. 


_ annually, as” the imperial property, the third pan 


N. the haughty language of the Greeks, by giving hin 
_ daughter in marriage 5 


dignity, ended his days in a monaſtery; and John 


with Amurath, the ſon of Orcan, whoſe tributary 


THE HISTORY OF | 
it had been produced by God, e for the e purpoſe 
* the transfiguration “. N | „ 


ho the mean time the Turks, whols "rae pad been 
broken by the Mogul Tartars, were ſtrengthening 
themſelves in Aſia Minor, and ſoon over-ran Thrace, 
-Othman, from whom the preſent ſultans are deſcended, 
and to whom the Ottoman empire owes its eſtabliſh. 
ment, fixed the ſcat of his government at Pruſa, in 
Bythinia, about the beginning of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. His ſon Orcan advanced as far as the border, ! 


of the emperor Paleologus, was glad to purchaſe the 
friendſhip of an infidel and barbarian, aceording to 


\ CanTacuzenvs, who had uſurped the imperial 


Paleologus, after having in vain implored ſuccours in 
Italy, and humbled himſelf at the feet of the pope, 
was obliged to return and conclude a ſhameful treaty 


he conſented to become. The Turkiſh army had 
etoſſed the ſtraights of Callipolis, taken the city of 
Adrianople,. and; marched into the heart of Thrace, 
before the return of the emperor 3. Amurath fir 
gave to the Janizaries that form under which they a 
preſent ſubſiſt. 


af as a ts. To 


15 order to create a body of devoted troops, that 
might ſerve as the immediate guards of his perſon 
and dignity, the ſultan commanded his officers to ſeiz: 


— 
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of the young. males, taken in war. After being in- 


5 


ſtructed in the Mahometan religion, inured to obe- — 


dience by ſevere diſcipline, and trained to warlike 


exerciſe, theſe youths were formed into regular 


bands, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Fanizaries or new 
ſoldiers. And as every ſentiment which enthuſiaſm 
can inſpire, : and every mark of honour that the favour 
of the prince could confer, were employed to animate 
them with martial ardour, and fill them with a 
ſenſe of their own pre-eminence, the Janizaries ſoon 
became the chief ſtrength and pride of the Ottoman 
armies, By their valour Amurath defeated, inthe plain 
of Caſſovia, the united forces of the Wallachians, Hun- 
garians, Dalmatians, and Triballians, under the con- 


duct of Laſcaris, prince of Servia; but walking care - 


leſsly over the field of victory, he was aſſaſſinated by 
a Chriſtian ſoldier, who had concealed himſelf among 
the ſlain, He was ſucceeded by his ſon Bajazet, ſur- 


named Ilderim, or the Thunderbolt, on account of 


the d of his conqueſts *. # 


Tux Greeks, though ſurrounded by ſuch dange- 


Tous enemies, and though their empire was almoſt 


reduced to the boundaries of Conſtantinople, were 
not more united among themſelves than formerly. 
Diſcord even reigned in the imperial family. John 


a Paleologus had condemned his ſon Andronicus to loſe 


his eyes : Andronicus revolted againſt him; and, by- 
the aſſiſtance of the Genoeſe, who were maſters of the 
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commerce, and even of part of the ſuburbs of Conſtan- 


. tinople, he ſhut his father up in priſon. After two 


years confinement, the emperor recovered his liberty 


* and his authority, and built a citadel in order to ob- 


4. Cantemir, Hiſt. 0th, Emp, 
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ſtruct the deſigns of the Turks; but Bajazet, the ter. 
rible Bajazet, ordered him to demoliſh his works 
and the works were demoliſhed 5! — What but ruin, 


and that both ſudden and inevitable, could be expect." 


ed from a people, whoſe timidity induced them to de- 
"_P the very ena of their , | 


In te mean time, the progreſs of the Packs in Eu- 
rope alarming the Chriſtian princes, Philip the Good, 
duke of Burgundy, and the flower of the French no- 


| bility, took arms, and followed the call of John-with- 


A.D. 1396. 


\ 


out-Fear, count of Nevers. The main army, which 
conſiſted of about one hundred thouſand men, of differ- 
ent nations, was commanded by, Sigiſmond, king of 
Hungary, afterwards emperor of Germany, The 


Chriſtians beſieged Nicopolis, upon the Danube, Bz. 


jazet came to relieve it. He examined the diſpoſition 
of his enemies: he tried their ſpirit by ſkirmiſhes, and 
found they had courage, but wanted conduct: he drew 
them into an ambuſcade, and gained a complete vic- 
tory over them. Bajazet has been juſtly blamed for 


maſſacring his priſoners ; but it ought to be remem. 


bered, that the French had ſhewn him the example, 


by putting to death all the Turks they had ſeized be- 
fore the battle”. 8 | 


a was immediately threatened 
by the conqueror. But Manvel Paleologus, the. ſon 
and ſueceſſor of John, purchaſed a ſeeming peace, by 
ſubmitting to an annual tfibute of fix hundred pieces 
of gold; by dbliging himſelf to build a moſque, and 
receive into the city a cadi, or judge, to decide the 


differences between the Mahometans ſettled there on 


| 3 Dueas. | 6. Cantemir, ubi ſup. 
| account 
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account of trade. Perceiving, however, a new ſtorm LETTER 


arifing, he withdrew, and went to the ſeveral courts 


of Europe to petition aſſiſtance, as his father had for- A.D. 1396. 
merly done : and with no better ſucceſs, Nobody 


would ſtir in his defence. Few princes indeed were 
in a condition ſo to do, almoſt all Chriſtendom being 
involved in civil wars. The Turks, meanwhile, had 
laid ſiege to Conſtantinople, and its ruin ſeemed in- 
evitable; when the fatal blow was diverted for a 
time, by one of thoſe great events, that fill the world 


with confuſion. 


Tur dominions of the Mogul Tries, under 
Gevghiz Khan, and his immediate ſucceffors, extended 
(a we have had occaſion to fee) from the Wolga to 
the frontiers of China, and as far eaſt as the river 
Ganges, Tamerlane, or Timur Beck, one of the 
princes of thoſe Tartars, and a deſcendant of Genghiz 
Khan, by the female line, though born without domi- 


nions (in the ancient Sogdiana, at preſent the coun- 


try of the Uſbecs), ſubdued almoſt as great an ex- 
tent of territory as his victorious anceſtor; and in 
the ſweep of his conqueſts, gave a blow to the em- 
pire of the Turks. He had ſubjected Perfia, India, 
and Syria, when the Greek emperor, and five Maho- 
metan princes, whom the ſultan had ſtripped of their 
dominions, invited him into Aſia Minor, as the only 
potentate able to deliver them from the Ty ray of 
Bajazet. | 


 TAMERLANE was no doubt glad of an opportu- 
hity of extending his conqueſts and his renown ; but 
as he had ftill ſome reſpe& for the laws of nations, 
he ſent ambaſſadors to Bajazet, before he commenced 
hoſtilities, requiring him to raiſe the ſiege of Con- 
| 14 5 111 
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ftantinople, and do juſtice to the Mahometan prineez, 


whom he bad deprived of their territories.” The 
haughty ſultan received theſe propoſals with the 


higheſt rage and indignation. He abandoned his 
enterprize, and prepared to face bis rival. Tamer. 
lane continued his march, denouncing vengeance, 
They met between Cæſaria and Ancyra, where all 
the forces in the world ſeemed aſſembled, and a great 


and terrible battle was fought. The diſpute was long 


and obſtinate, but fortune at length declared for Ta- 
merlane. Bajazet himſelf was taken priſoner, and 
had the affliction to ſee one of his ſons fall by his 
fide, and the mortification to find another the com- 
panion of his chains, They were treated with great 
humanity by the victor, notwithſtanding the vulfar 
ſtory. of the iron cage, in which the captive ſultan is 
ſaid to have been ſhut up. Three hundred and forty 
thouſand men are computed to have fallen on both 
fides 7. | 


; a In conſequence of this victory, Tamerlane became 
1 maſter of Pruſa, the ſcat of the Turkiſh empire, He 


pillaged Nice; ravaged all the country as far as the 
Thracian Boſphorus, and took Smyrna by aſſault, 
after one of the moſt memorable fieges recorded in 


hiftory, Every place either yielded to the terror of, 


his name or the force of his arms. The viRtorious 
Tartar, however, ſoon abandoned his acquiſitions in 
Afia Minor, which he found it would be difficult to 


preſerve againſt ſo brave a people as the Turks, and 
went to a thoſe conqueſts more likely to prove 
durable . 


_ Shariſod./ Hiſt. — Canter, Hit. 0th. * 
75 Sharifod. ubi 15 # > 
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Ma AN WAHL Manuel Paleologus, the Greek em- 
peror, thinking the Turkiſh power entirely broken, 
deftroyed the moſque 1 in Conſtantinople, and retook 
ſeveral places in its neighbourhood. The civil wars 
between the ſons of Bajazet, after the death of their 
father, and the departure of Tamerlane, fortified Ma- 
nuel in his ill-founded ſecurity. But the Greeks 
were in time made ſenſible of their miſtake. On 
the death of Mahomet I. who had dethroned and put 
to death his brother Muſa, Amurath II. the ſon of 
this Mahomet, immediately fat down before Conſtan- 
tinople. He raiſed the ſiege to quell the revolt of his 
brother Muſtapha; he took Theſſalonica, and re- 
turned to the imperial city, which was in more dan- 
ger than ever. The emperor Manuel had died in the 
habit of a monk; and his ſuceſſor, John Paleologus 
II. threw himſelf into the arms of the Latins. He 
hoped to procure aſſiſtance from the Weſt, by uniting 
the Greek and Roman churches ; but he gained by 
this ſcheme only the hatred of his ſubjects. They 
conſidered him and the biſhops of his train, who had 
affifted at the council of Florence, as no better than 
infidels, The biſhops were obliged to retract their 
opinions : and John was much leſs zealous in main- 
taining that ſo · much · deſired union, when he found it 
would not anſwer his purpoſe 9. 


Tus Turks, in the mean time were happily di- 


verted from Coſtantinople by their wars in Hungary; 


9. Kneas Sylvius, Europ. Moſheim, His. Eccleſ. vol. iii. Beſides ac- 
_ knowledging that the Roman pontiff was the ſupreme judge, the true 
head of the univerſal church, the Greek emperor and his biſhops were 
obliged to admit, That the Holy Spirit proceeded from the Son, as well 
as from the Father, and that departed ſouls are purified in the infernal 
regions, by a certain kind of fire, before their introduction to the pre- 


"0" or e of the viſion of the Deity, Moſheim, ubi ſup. 
| where 
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PART, where Amurath found an antagoniſt worthy of him- 


1 ſelf, in the celebrated John Hungiades, vaivode of 


1 and general to Ladiſlaus VI. king of 
Poland, whom the Hungarians had raiſed to their 
throne, This great commander obliged the ſultan to 
raiſe the fiege of Belgrade ; defeated him in a general 
engagement, and made him ſue for peace. Amurath 
A.D. 1444 and Ladiſlaus accordingly concluded a ſolemn truce 
of ten years; to which the one ſwore upon the Koran, 
the other upon the Goſpels : and the ſultan, tired of 
the toils of empire, reſigned the ſcepter to his fon, 
Mahomet II. But an atrocious perfidy, diſgraceful 
to the Chriſtian name, obliged him to reſume it, to 

the confuſion of his enemies. — 


Tux Turks, — on the faith of the treaty, 
which they religiouſly obſerved, had carried tbeir 
forces into Aſia, This ſeemed. a favourable oppor- 
tunity to attack them on the ſide of Europe: and 
cardinal Julian Cæſarini, the pope's legate in Ger- 
many, a man of a violent and deceitful charaQer, 
who had fignalized himſelf in the cruſade againſt the 
Hufhtes, perſuaded Ladiſlaus that the treaty with the 


Turks was of no obligation, as it had been concluded - 


without the conſent of his Holineſs; and that it not 
only might, bur ought to be violated, The pope con- 
firmed this opinion; ordered the truce to be broke, 
and releaſed Ladiſlaus from his oath. In ſo doing, he 
acted according to the eſtabliſhed uſage of the church 
of Rome, and in conformity with the maxim, that * no 
faith is to be kept with heretics,“ and conſequently 
not with infidels : - one of the moſt pernicious coc- 
trines ever deviſed by ſuperſtition ; a doctrine which 


not only contradicts the firſt principles of reaſon and 
e | con- 
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conſcience, but which, if carried into practice, muſt 
deſtroy all moral and political order. It would au- 


| 123 
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thoriſe enemies to ſport even with oaths; put an end 4-D. 1444+ 


to public faith, diſſolve the links of ſociety, and ſub- 
ſtitute robbery and bloodſhed, inſtead of the laws of 


nations and the ties of duty. 


Tur un of the pope and his legate however 
prevailed. All the Poliſh and Hungarian chiefs, ex- 


cept the brave Huaniades, ſuffered themſelves to be 


carried away by the torrent; and Ladiſlaus, ſeduced 
by falſe hopes, and influenced by. falſe principles, in- 
vaded the ſultan's territories. The Turks, enraged 
at ſuch a breach of faith, breathed nothing but ven- 
geance. The janizaries went in a body to beg Amu- 
rath to quit his retreat, and put himſelf at their head, 

his ſon Mahomet being yet young and inexpericocel, 

He conſented, and marched in queſt of the Chriſtian 
army, which he found encamped near the city of 
Varna, in Moldavia. Ladiſlaus was ready to receive 
him, and both armies joined battle. Amurath wore 
in his boſom the treaty which had been fo ſolemnly 
ſworn to, and ſo ſhamefully violated : he held it up 


in the height of the engagement, when he found the 


vigour of his troops beginning to flacken, appealing 
to God, as a witneſs of the perjury of the Chriſtians, 
and beſeeching hiin to avenge the inſult offered to the 
laws of nations. Perjury for once received its juſt 


reward, The Chriſtians were defeated with great 
flavghter, after an obſtinate refiſtance. Ladiſlaus fell 
with his ſword in his hand, all covered with wounds: 


cardinal Julian ſunk by his ſide; and ten thouſand 
Poles, who guarded their monarch, covered with their 
dead bodies nearly the ſame ground on which they 

Wwelie 
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PART I. were drawn up 10. Amurath, thus victorious, re. 
3 figned once more the rod of empire : what a rare ex- 
ample of philoſophy in a Turk! and was nnd ob. 

hged to reſume It. 


Tur perſon who drew the ſultan a ſecond time 

from his retreat, was George Caſtriot, ſurname 
Scanderbeg, the ſon of a prince of Albania, formerly 
Epirus. This young hero had been delivered as an 
hoſtage on the ſubje&ion of his father's kingdom; 
bad been educated in the court of Amurath, and had 
riſen into favour by his valour and talents. But he 
Kill cheriſhed the idea of becoming one day the de. 
liverer of his country : and a favourable opportunity 
At laft offered. He had been ſent with the command 
of an army into Seryia, when he heard of his father) 
death; and as he underſtood a ſecretary of the Otto- 

. man court was to paſs near his camp, he cauſed him 
to be ſeized, loaded with chains, and compelled him 
to ſign and put the ſultan's ſignet to an order, enjoin- 
ing the governor. of Croia, the capital of Albania, to 
deliver up the town and citadel to himſelf, This falſe 
order had the defired effect. The place was delivered 
- up, and Scanderbeg maſſacred the Turkiſh garriſon, 
The Albanians crouded to his ſtandard; and he made 
- fo good an uſe of the mountainous ere of his 
country, as to defy all the efforts of che ſultan's 


power. 
A.D. 1451. AMURATH was ſucceeded in his extenſive domi. 


nions by his ſon Mahomet II. juſtly ſurnamed the 
rent, who had been formerly crowned, and obeyed 
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of government, as you have already ſeen, on account 


of the exigencies of the times; an example of mo- 4. D. 161. 


deration no leſs extraordinary than the philoſophy of 
Amurath in retiring from the honours of empire in 
the hour of victory, eſpecially as Mahomet was na- 
turally of a fiery and ambitious temper. The cha- 
rafter of this prince has been very differently repre- 
ſented by hiſtorians, Voltaire is his profeſſed pane- 
gyriſt; and in order to free him from the imputation 
of certain cruel and ferocious actions, has combated 
the moſt inconteſtable facts. Other writers have gone 
equal lengths to degrade him: he has been painted as a 
rude and ignorant barbarian, as well as a ſcholar and, 
a patron of the liberal arts. But they who would do 
juſtice to the charaQer of Mahomet, muſt trace it by 
other lineaments. He was both a ſcholar and a bar- 
barian : he united the knowledge of the one to the 
ſavage ferocity of the other. He was enlightened, but 
notcivilized. With ſome taſte for the liberal arts, or at 
leaſt ſome ſenſe of the value of their productions, he 
entertained a general contempt for their profeſſors : the 
Turk always predominated. He was a warrior and a 
politician in the moſt extenſive meaning of the words: 
as ſuch he was truly great: and whether we confider 
the conception or the execution of his enterprizes, we 
ſhall find equal cauſe to admire the extent of his un- 
derſtanding and the vigour of his ſpirit. His firſt en- 
terprize was againſt Conſtantinople, which had ſo long 
been the object of the ambition of his anceſtors. 


| 2 Taz Greek emperor, John Paleologus II. had ; 


been ſucceeded in 1449, by his ſon Conſtantine. 
This prince poſſeſſed courage, but little capacity. 
He took care, however, to ſtrengthen the fortifica- 

| tions 


125 - 
as emperor, but had refigned to his father the reins LETTER To. 
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PARTI. tions of his capital, as ſoon as he was appriſed of the 
Fu. defigns of Mahoinet : and he made many advances to 
N the ſultan, in order to conciliate matters, and induce 
him to lay aſide his project. But Mahomet's reſolu- 
tion was taken. Though only twenty-one years of 
age when he aſcended the Ottoman throne, he had 
already conceived the deſign of making Conſtan. 


tinople the ſeat of his empire; and nothing could di. 


vert him from his purpoſe. If he fometimes ſcemed 
to liſten to germs of accommodation, it was only that 
he might lull his enemies into ſecurity, while he car- 
ried on his military preparations with unremitted af. 


 fiduity. At laſt he cut off all communication with 


A. 0. 1453. the city, both by ſea and land, and laid fiege to it in 


form. Though the garriſon was but ſmall, the wall; 
were defended with great gallantry on the land fide, 
the Greeks being actuated by the courage of deſpair: 
and the Turks were incapable of annoying them from 
the ſea, by reaſon of large chains and booms which 
ſecured the mouth of the harbour. But nothing is 
impoſſible to human genius, when aided by the ne- 
ceſſary force. In order to overcome this difficulty, 
Mahomet cauſed a paſſage of near two leagues to be 
dug over land, in the form of a ſhip's cradle, lined 
with planks, beſmeared with greaſe; and by the 
help of engines, and a prodigious number of men, he 
drew up in the ſpace of one night, eighty gallies, and 
ſeventy veſſels of ſmaller fize, out of the water upon 
theſe planks, and launched them all into the har- 
bour . What muſt have been the ſurprize of the 
beſieged at morning, to behold a large fleet riding 


in their port, and yet all their booms ſecure ! 


12. Ducas, Cantemir, 
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Tull city was now affailed on all fides. 'Mahomet LEvTER 
cauſed a bridge of boats to be built acroſs the harbour, 
upon which he raiſed a battery of cannon, And here 1 «ug. 


cannot help remarking, that the artillery of the Greeks | 


muſt have been very indifferent, or very ill ſerved, 
otherwiſe this bridge could never have been built. 


The cannon employed by the Turks, are ſaid to have 
been of an enormous ſize, ſome of them carrying balls 
of one hundred pounds weight. With theſe great 
guns they beat down the walls fatter than the beſieged 
could repair them: a body of janizaries entered the 
breach, with Mahomet at their head, while another 


broke in at a ſally- port. The emperor, Conſtantine, 


whoſe valour merited a more diſtinguiſhed fate, was 
ſlain among the crowd, and his capital became a prey 
to the conqueror. | But for the honour of Mahomet 
II. I muſt obſerve, that few of the garriſon were put 
to the ſword, He arrefted the fury of his troops, and 
granted conditions to the inhabitants, who had ſent 
deputies io implore his elemeney . They were al- 
lowed a magiſtrate to decide their civil differences, a 
patriarch, and the public exerciſe of their religion. 
This ſpiritual indulgence they ſtill enjoy, under certain 
limitations, and. alſo their patriarch, and the benefit of 
their civil moplirace. | 


Has I might remark, as has been remarked by 


graver hiſtorians, that Conſtantinople (built by the 
firſt Chriſtian emperor, whoſe name it bears) ſubmit- 


ted to the Turks under a Conſtantine, and Rome to 


_ the Barbarians under an Auguſtus ! but ſuch acci- 


dental coincidence of names and circumſtances, is 


more worthy the notice of a monkiſh chronologer, 
than an obſeryer of human nature. 


13. Cantemir. Ricaut. 
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THE HISTORNT OF 
Mahon r continued to puſh his conqueſts on all 
ſides, and with unvaried fortune, till he received : 


check from John Hunniades, who obliged him to rai 


the ſiege of Belgrade, - The knights of Rhodes, 2 


preſent of Malta, oppoſed him in their iſland with like 
acceſs. But he ſubdued Albania, after the death of 


Scanderbeg; and Trebiſond, where the family of 


Comnenus had preſerved an image of the Greek em- 
-pire. He carried his arms on the other fide, as far a 


Trieſte; took Otranto, and fixed the Mabometay 


A.D. 146 1. 


power in the heart of Calabria . He threatened Ve. 
nice, and Rome itſelf with ſubjection; hoping to make 
himſelf maſter of Italy, as well as of Greece; and 
then the triumph of barbariſm would have been com- 
plete. All Europe trembled at his motions: and wel 
it might; for Europe, unleſs united, muſt have ſunk 


beneath his ſword. But death freed Chriſtendom from 


this terrible conqueror, at an age when he might haze 
executed the greateſt enterprizes, being only in bi 


fifty-firſt year. His deſcendants, however, ſtill po- 
ſeſs the fineſt country in our quarter of the globe, 


| Greece, where civil liberty was firſt known, and when 


arts and letters were firſt brought to perfection, con. 
tinues to be the ſeat of i n. barbariſm, and 


* 


* 


14. Ibid. 
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vr kth, fen the Death of PETER the Caver, in 1359, 
till the Conqueſt of GRANADA, by FERDINAND and 
" ISABELLA, in 1492+ | 


ETER the Cruel, my dear Philip, after being 
- deſerted by the Black Prince, -on account of his 
perfidy, was ſubdued and flain, as you have already 
ſeen; by his baſtard-brother Henry, count of FTraſta- 
mara, who. ſucceeded to the throne of Caſtile. No- 
thing remarkable happened during the reign of this 
prince, or under his deſcendants ſor almoſt a century. 
They were engaged in frequent wars with their neigh- 
bours, the kings of Portugal and Arragon. But theſe 
wars were ſeldom deciſive; ſo that Spain continued 


till the reign of Henry IV. of Caſtile, whoſe debau- 
cheries rouſed the reſentment of his nobles, and pro- 
duced a moſt ſingular inſurrection, which led to the 
aggrandiſement ot the Spaniſh monarchy. 


. Tris prince, ſurnamed the Impotent, though con- 
tinually ſurrounded with women, began his unhappy 
reign in 1454. He was totally enervated by his plea- 
ſures; and every thing in his court conſpired to ſet 
the Caftilians an example of the moſt abje& flattery, 
and moſt abandoned licentiouſneſs. The queen, a 
daughter of Portugal, lived as openly with her para- 
tes and her gallants, as the king did with his mini- 
ons and his miſtreſſes. Pleaſure was the only object, 


The affairs of the ſtute went every day into greater 
diſorder ; until the nobility, with the archbiſhop of To- 
| Vor. II. : K ledo 
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in nearly the ſame fituation, from the death of Peter 


A. D. 1454+ 


and effeminacy the only recommendatioh to favour, 
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they executed 1 in a manner . in r hiſtory, | 


AD. 1464. 
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ledo at their head, combined againſt the weak and fla. 


gitious ddminiftratios of Henry; arrogated to them- 
ſelves, as one of the privileges of their order, the right 


of try ing and paſſing ſentence on their ſovereign, which 


ALL the malcontent ine were ſummoned to 
meet at Avila. A ſpacious theatre was erected in 2 


plain, without the walls of the town; an image re. 


preſenting the king, was ſeated on che throne, clad in 
royal robes, with a crown on its head, a ſceptre in its 


hand, and the ſword of juſtice: by its fide. The ac- 


cuſation againſt Henry was read, and the ſentence 


of depofition pronounced, in preſence of a. numerous 


aſſembly. At the cloſe of the firſt article of the 
charge, the archbiſhop of Toledo advanced, and tore 


the crown from the head of the image; at the cloſe 


of the ſecond, the Conde de Placentia "ſnatched the 


ſword of juſtice from its fide ; at the cloſe of the third, 


the Conde de Beneventé wreſted the ſceptre from its 


hand; and at the cloſe of the laſt, Don Diego Loper 


de Stuniga tumbled it headlong from the throne. At 


: 9 Diego Henriques del cine. 


the ſame inſtant, Don Alphonzo, Henry's brother, 
a boy about twelve years of age, was proclaimed king 
of Caſtile _ Leon in his ſtead !. of 
* 
Tuts extrdoeSinary proceeding was followed by 
all the horrors of civil war, which did not ceaſe till 
ſome time after the death of the young prince, on 


whom the nobles had beſtowed the kingdom. The 


archbiſhop and his party then continued to carry on 
war in the name of ifabella, the king's ſiſter, to whom 
they gave the title of Infanta and Henry could not 


extii- 
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extricate himſelf out of theſe troubles, nor remain LETTER © 
quiet upon his throne, till he had figned' one of the 
moſt humiliating treaties ever extorted from a ſove- * D 1464 
reign. He acknowledged his ſiſter Iſabella the only 
awful heireſs of his kingdom, in prejudice to the 
rights of his reputed daughter Joan, whom the mal- 
contents affirmed to be the offspring of an adulterous 
commerce. between the queen and Don la Cueva. 


At ſuch a price did this weak prince purchaſe" from his . 
_— the empty title of king! 


Tur grand object of the Madden patty'n now 
was, the marriage of the princeſs Iſabella; upon - 
which, it was evident, the ſecurity of the crown and 
the Tapis, of the people muſt in a great meaſure 
depend. The alliance was ſought by ſeveral princes. 
The king of Portugal offered her his hand; the king 
of France demanded her. for his brothery and the king 
of Arragon for his ſon Ferdinand, The malcontents 
wiſely preferred the Arragonian prince, and Iſabella 
. prudently made the ſame choice. Articles were A. Dr 146g, 
drawn up, and they were EY married by the, - 
KW neg of Toledo . 


| Manor; was x {enraged at this alliande, which he 
foreſaw would utterly ruin his authority, by furaiſhs 
ing his rebellious ſubjects with the ſupport of a pow - 
erful neighbouring prince. He diſinherited his fiſter; 
and eſtabliſhed the right of his daughter: A furious 
civil war deſolated the kingdom. The names of Joan 
and Iſabella reſounded from every quarter; and were 
_ every where the ſummons to arms; But peace was 
at length brought about. Henry was reconciled to 


2. Rod. SanQii, Hf, Hiſp. Chron. del Rey Don Henrig. 
3. Zurit. Aunal. Arrag. Mariana, ubi ſup. 


K 2 | his 


132 
PART 15 


THE HISTORY: OF 
his fiſter and to Ferdinand, though it does not appear 
that he ever renewed Iſabella's right to the ſucceſſion: ; 


4 5 1474 for he affirmed in his laſt moments, that he believed 


n to be his own daughter. The queen ſwore to 


the ſame effect; and Henry left a teſtamentary deed, 


tranſmitting the crown to this princeſs, who was pro- 
claimed queen of Caſtile at Placentia, But the ſu- 
perior fortune, and ſuperior arms, of Ferdinand and 


' Tabella. prevailed : the king of Portugal was obliged 


A.D. 1479- 


to abandon his niece and intended bride, after many 
ineffectual ſtruggles and ſeveral years of war. Joan 
ſunk into à convent, when ſhe: hoped. to aſcend a 
throne; and the death of Ferdinand's father, which 


4 happened about this time, added the kingdoms of 


Arragon and Sicily to thoſe of Leon and Caſtile 4, 


| - FenpinNAND and. Iſabella were perſons of great 


| prudence, and as ſovereigns highly worthy of imita- 


tion; but they do not ſeem to have merited all the 
praiſes beſtowed upon them by the Spaniſh hiſtorians, 


They did not live like man and wife, having all thing 


in common under the direction of the huſband, but 
like two princes in cloſe alliance. They neither loved 
nor hated each other; were ſeldom in company to- 
gether; had each. a ſeparate council, and were fre- 
queatly jealous of one another in the adminiſtration, 
But they were inſeparably united in their common 
intereſts; always acting upon the ſame principles, and 
forwarding the ſame ends. Their firſt object was the 
regulation of their government, which the civil wan 
had thrown into the greateſt diſorder, Rapine, out · 
rage, and murder were become ſo common, as not 


only to interrupt commerce, but in a great meaſure 


4. Id. Ibid. 
| to 
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SOPs the royal prerogative 5, 


 AzovrT the middle of the thirteenth century the 
cities in the kingdom of Arragon, and after their ex- 
ample thoſe in Caſtile had formed themſelves into 
an aſſociation, diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Holy 
Brotherhood, They exacted a certain contribution 
from each of the aſſociated towns; they levied a con- 
fiderable body of troops, in order to protect travellers, 
and purſue criminals; and they appointed judges, 
who. opened courts in various parts of the kingdom, 


Whoever was guilty of murder, robbery, or any act 


that violated the public peace, and was ſeized by the 
troops of the Brotherhoood, was carried before their 
judges; who, without paying any+regard'to the ex- 
cluſive juriſdiction which the lord of the place might 
claim, who was generally the author or abettor of 
the injuſtice, tried and condemned the criminals, 
The nobles often murmured againſt this ſalutary in- 
ſtitution; they complained of it as an encroachment 
on one of their moſt valuable privileges, and endea- 
voured to get it aboliſhed. But Ferdinand and Iſa- 
bella, ſenſible of the beneficial effects of the Brother- 
hood, not only in regard to the police of their king- 
doms, but in its tendency to abridge, and by degrees to 
annihilate, the territorial juriſdiction of the nobility, 
countenanced the inſtitution upon every occaſion, 
and ſupported it with the whole force of royal au- 


thority, By theſe means the prompt and impartial 


5. Zurita, Mariana. Zuniga. 1 
K 3 adminiſ» 
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to ſuſpend all intercourſe between one place and an- LETTER 

other, Theſe evils. the joint ſovereigns ſuppreſſed ES >» 
by their wiſe policy, at the Res time that they ex- A. D. 1 
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adminiftration, of juſtice was reſtored, and with it 
a tranquillity ag order reraraed ©, of 


Bur at the ſame time their Catholic die (for 


| ſuch was the title they now bore, conferred on them 


by the pope) were giving vigour to civil govern- 
ment, and ſecuring their ſubjects from yiolence and 
oppreſſion,” an intemperate , zeal led them to eſtabliſh 
an eccleſiaſtical tribunal, equally contrary to the na- 
tural rights of mankind, and the mild ſpirit of the 


_ Goſpel. I mean the voce of Inquiſition; which 


decides upon the honqur, fortune, and even life 


of the unhappy wretch, who happens to fall under 
the ſuſpicion of hereſy, or a contempt of any thing 
preſcribed by the church, without his knowing his 
accuſers, being BIKES, with them, or permitted 


either defence or appeal. Six thouſand perſons were 


burnt by order of this ſanguinary tribunal, within four 
years after the appointment of Torquemada, the firſt 


| inquifitor-general, and upwards of one hundred thou- 


ſand felt its fury. The ſame zeal, however, which 
led to the depopulation, and the barbarizing of Caf- 
tile and Aragon, | led alſo to their aggrandiſement. 


Th kingdom of Granada now alone remained of 
all the Mahometan poſſeſſions in Spain. Princes 


equally zealous and ambitious, like Ferdinand and 


Iſabella, were naturally diſpoſed to turn their eyes 


on that fertile territory; and to think of increaſing 


their hereditary dominions, by expelling the enemies 
of Chriſtianity, and extending its doctrines. Every 
thing conſpired to favour their projet, The Moor- 


iſh W Tron was a prey to civil wars, when Ferdi- 
ITS, 


nand, 
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nand, having obtained a bull from Sixtus IV. autho- 


rapid ſucceſs. Iſabella attended him in ſeveral expe- 
ditions; and they were both in great danger at the 
ſiege of Malaga, an important city, which was de- 


fended with great courage, and taken in 148). Baza 


was reduced in 1489, after the loſs of twenty thou- 
ſand men. Guadix and Almeria were delivered up 
to them by the Mooriſh king Alzagel, who had firſt 
dethroned his brother Alboacen, and afterwards been 
chaſed from his capital, by bis nephew Abdali. That 
prince, ſo blind or ſo baſe, as. to confound the ruin 
of his country with the humiliation of his rival, en- 


gaged in che ſervice of Ferdinand and Iſabella; who, 


after reducing every other place of eminence, under- 
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1 | 
. riſing a eruſade, put himſelf at the head of his troops, 
and entered Granada. He continued the war with A. D. * 


took the ſiege of Granada. Abdali made a gallant 


defence; but all communication with the country 
being cut off, and all hopes of relief at an end, he 
capitulated, after a fiege of eight months, on condi- 
tion that he ſhould enjoy the revenue of certain 
places in the fertile mountains of Alpujarros; that 
the inhabitants ſhould retain the undiſturbed poſ- 
feſſion of their houſes, goods, and inheritances ; the 
uſe of their laws, and the free exerciſe of their re- 


ligion 7, 


Tavs ended the empire of the Arabs in Spain, 
after it had continued about eight hundred years. 


They introduced the arts and ſciences into Europe, 


at a time when it was loſt in darkneſs ; they poſſeſſed 
many of the luxuries of life, when they were not 
even known among the neighbouring nations; and 


7. Fran, Bermud, de Pedraza, Aatiq. Excel. de Granad. Mariana. Her- 


r 
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| PARTI len deem to have given hirth to that romantic gal. vi 
An. lantry, which ſo eminently prevailed in the ages of tra 
A chivalry, and which, blending itſelf with the vener. 
| tion of the northern nations for the ſofter ſex, ſtill 
es particularly diſtinguiſhes modern from ancient man. 
ners. But the Moors, notwithſtanding theſe advan- 
En tages, and the eulogies beſtowed upon them by Vol. 
taire and other writers, appear to have been alway 
deſtitute of the eſſential qualities of a poliſhed people; 
aun * and mutual apathy. 


Tux e of Grenada was followed by the 

© expulſion, or rather the pillage and baniſhment of the 
Jews, who had engpoſſed all the wealth and commerce 

of Spain. The inquiſition exhauſted its rage againſt 

theſe unhappy people, many of whom pretended to 
embrace Chriſtianity, in order to preſerve their pro- 

perty. About the ſame time their Catholic Majeſ. 

ties concluded an alliance with the emperor Maxi- 

— = milian, and a treaty of marriage for their daughter 
Joan with his ſon Philip, archduke of Avſtria, and 
[ſovereign of the Netherlands. About this time 

alſo the contra& was concluded with Chriftopher Co- 
2lJumbus for the diſcoyery of neio countries; and the 
counties of Rouſſillon and Cerdagne were agreed to 

be reſtored by Charles VIII. of France, before his 
expedition into Italy. But the conſequences of theſe 

. meaſures, and the intereſt which Ferdinand took in 

; _ _ the Vn ware, muſt form the ſubject of future 
1 SHOULD now, my IE Phitip, RED to the great 

live of European hiſtory 3 but, for the ſake of perſpi- 

cuity, I ſhall firſt make you acquainted with the 

Pairs of England under Henry VII. as his ſon Henry 


— 
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vin. had a conſiderable Mare in the continental 2 
c tranſactions, and derived his importance „ from 5 


| the . policy of his bee 1 


— 


ͤäßä—k — 


L ETTER LII. 
Ex6anD, during the Reign of Hwy VII. 


ENRY VII. the firſt prince of the houſe of LETTER 
Tudor, aſcended the throne of England, as , **: 
you have already ſeen, in conſequence of the victory A. D. 1488. 
at Boſworth, and the death of Richard III. His title | 
was confirmed by the parliament: his merit was 

known; and his marriage with the princeſs Elizabeth, 

eldeſt daughter of Edward IV, united the jarring 

claims of the houſes of York and Lancaſter, and 

ſeemed to give univerſal ſatisfaction to the nation. 

He had therefore every reaſon to ATE AG g 


Pw and Ry 


Bor Heriry, although in many reſpects a dice 
and politic prince, had unhappily imbibed a violent 
antipathy againſt the adherents of the houſe of York, 
which no time or experience was ever able to efface. 
Inſtead of embracing the preſent favourable opportu- 
nity of aboliſhing party diſtinctions, by beſtowing 
his ſmile indiſcriminately on the friends of both fa- 
milies, he carried to the throne all the partialities 
| that belong to the head of a faction. To exalt the 
Lancaftrian party, and depreſs the retainers of the 
houſe of Vork, were ſtill the favourite ideas of his 
mind. The Wee of Vork was generally beloved by 
the ion; and for that very reaſon it became every 

| day 
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filled with plots and infurrections. 
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day more the object of Henry's hatred and averſion, 
hence his amiable conſort was treated with contemp, 
his government grew unpopular, and his reign vn 


— 


Tun Fr inſurrection was headed by the viſew 
Lovel, Sir Humphry Stafford, and Thomas, his bro. 


ther, who had all fought in the cauſe of Richard, a 
againſt whom, among many others, the parliament 
at Henry's inſtigation, had paſſed an act of attaindet; 
though it is not conceivable, how men could be gvily 


of treaſon for ſupporting the king in poſſeſſion again 
the earl of Richmond, to whom they had never ſworn 


allegiance, and who had not even aſſumed the title 
of king. Enraged at ſuch an inſtance of ſeverity, 
they left their ſanctuary at Colcheſter, and flew v 
arms, The king ſent the duke of Bedford again 


them with a choſen body of troops, and a. promiſe of 


pardon to ſuch as would return to their duty, Love, 
afraid of the fidelity of his followers, privately with- 


drew, and fled to Flanders. His army ſubmitted 
to the king's clemeney. The other rebels, who had 


undertaken the fiege of Worceſter, immediately di- 


perſed themſelves. - The two Staffords took.ſanQuary 
in the church of Colnham, a village near Abingdon; 


but as it was found that church had not the privileg 


of protecting rebels, tliey were taken thence, The 


_ elder was executed at Ty burn, the young: obtained 


a pardon * . 


Tus rebellion was immediately followed by an- 
other, of a more dangerous nature, as. it laid deepet 


hold of the public diſcontents. Henry's jealouſy con- 


fined in the Tower Edward Plantagenet, carl of War- 


1. Polyd. Virg, ik 
WIC 
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wick, ſon of the duke of Clarence, This unhappy Ern 5 
prince had been formerly detained, in a like conſine W. 15. 
ment, at Sheriff. Hutton in Yorkſhire, by the jealouſy * P. — 
of his uncle Richard. A compariſon was drawn be- 
tween Henry and that tyrant; and as the Tower was 
the place where Edward's children had been murdered, 
a fate not more gentle was feared for Warwick. 
While the compaſſion of the nation was thus turned 
towards youth and innocence, expoſed to oppreſſion, 
2 report was ſpread, that Warwick had made his 
eſcape. A general joy communicated itſelf from face 
to face, and mapy ſeemed defirous to join him. Such 
z favourable opportunity was not neglected -by the 
enemies of Henry' 8 government. 


Our Richard Simon, a prieſt of Oxford, and a 
zealous partizan of the houſe of York, attempted to 
gratify the popular wiſh by holding up an impoſtor 
to the nation. For this purpoſe he caſt his eyes upon 
Lambert Simnel, a baker's ſon, who being endqwed 
with underſtanding beyond his years, and addreſs 
above his condition, ſeemed well calculated to perſon- 
ate a prince of royal extraction. Simnel was taught 
to aſſume the name and character of the earl of War- 
wick; and he ſoon appeared ſo perfect in many pri- 
vate particulars relative to that unfortunate prince, 
to the court of king Edward, and the royal family, 
that the queen-dowager was ſuppoſed to have given 
him a leſſon. But how apt ſoever father Simon might 
find his pupil, or whatever means he might take to 
procure him inſtruction, he was ſenfible that the im- 
poſture would not bear a cloſe inſpection; he there- 
fore determined to make trial of it firſt in Ireland. 


THAT 
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tion in which he found it. All the officers appoints 
by his predeceſſor ſtill retained their authority; ſo th 
Simnel no ſooner preſented himſelf to Thomas ej 


* 


Other noblemen, to whom he communicated the 
| fiction, were no leſs ſanguine in their zeal and belief: 
the ſtory diffuſed itſelf among the people of inferior 


They lodged the pretended prince in the caſtle d 


FUE: HISTORY: or 


Tur iſland was zealouſly attached to the hou 
of Vork, and bore an affectionate regard to the ms. 
mory of Clarence, Warwiek's father, who had refidy 
there as lord lieutenant: and Henry had been ſo in, 
politic as to allow it to remain in the ſame con. 


of Kildare, the deputy, and claimed his proteQin 
as the unfortunate Warwick, than that creduloy 
nobleman believed his tale, and embraced his cauk, 


condition, naturally more violent and credulou, 
who liſtened to it with ſtill greater ardour; and the 
inhabitants of Dublin, with one conſent, tenden 
their allegiance to Simnel, as the true Plantaganct 


Dublin, crowned him with a diadem taken from: 


ſtatue of the bleſſed Virgin, and publicly proclaimed | 

him king, under the appellation of Edward VI. The qu 

whole iſland followed the example of the capital: nt Ed 

a ſword was drawn in favour of Henry *, x 
* 

Tre king w was a good deal alarmed, when he re 7 
ceived intelligence of this revolt. Though deter 1 
mined always to face his enemies, he ſcrupled at of 
preſent to leave England, where he ſuſpected the 1 

conſpiracy had been framed, and where he knen . 
many perſons of condition, and the people in gene- f 
ral, were diſpoſed to give it countenance. He ther- 0 
| fore held frequent conſultations with his miniſter L 


2. bid. 


and 
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and counſellors, relative to the meaſures moſt proper , LS FR. 
or the ſafety of His Kingdom, and the means of diſ-, 
covering the origin of the impoſture. In conſe- X . 1486. 
[quence of theſe deliberations, the queen-dowager was 
taken into cuſtody, and confined in the nunnery of 
Bermondeſey for life. Unwilling, however, to ac- 
cuſe ſo near-a relation of a conſpiracy. againſt him, 
the king alledged, that ſhe was thus puniſhed for 
yielding up the princeſs Elizabeth now queen, to the 
tyrant Richard, after ſhe had been ſecretly promiſed 
w him. Henry's next ſtep was no leſs deliberate, 
He ordered Warwick to be taken from the Tower, 
ed in proceſſion through the ſtreets of London, con- 
ducted to St. Paul's, and there expoſed to the view of 
the whole people 2. This expedient had its full effect 
in England, but in Ireland the people ftill perſiſted in 
their revolt: and Henry had ſoon reaſon to appre- 
hend, that the attempt to diſturb his government was 
not laid on ſuch flight foundations, as the means em- 
ployed ſeemed to indicate. | 


K. 
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Joux earl of Lincoln, ſon of John de la Pole, 
duke of Suffolk, and of Elizabeth, eldeſt ſiſter of 
Edward IV. was engaged to take part in the confpira- 
ey. This nobleman, alarmed at the king's jealouſy 
of all eminent perſons of the York party, and more 
efpeclally at his rigour towards Warwick, had re- 
tired into Flanders, where lord Lovel was arrived a 
little before him. He refided ſome time in the court 
of his aunt, the ducheſs of Burgundy, by whom he 
had been invited over. Margaret's boſom flamed 
with indignation agaioft the oppreſſor of her family: 
and ſhe determined to make him repent of his unrea- 
ſonable enmity; After conſulting with Lincoln and 
Lovel, ſhe therefore hired a body of two thouſand 


3. Bacon's Hip. of Henry VII. 


veteran 
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PART. I. veteran Germans, under the command of Martin: 


* 


Juge 6. 


D . Swart, a brave and experienced officer, and ſent they 


over along with theſe n to Join Simacl in 
Lala. 


"Taz courage of the Iriſh Was ere raiſed by 
this acceſſion of military force, and the counte. 
nance of perſons of ſuch high rank; ſo that they 
formed the bold reſolution of invadingEngland, where 
they believed the ſpirit of diſaffection to be no le 
prevalent than in Ireland. They accordingly landed 
at Foudrey in Lancaſhire, and were joined by Si 
Thomas Broughton, a mam of great intereſt in that 
county; but the people in general, averſe againſt u 
aſſociation with Iriſh and German invaders, con- 


vinced of Simnel's impoſture, and kept in awe by the 


King's reputation in arms, either remained in tranquil. 
lity or gave affiſtance to the royal army, which wa 
advancing towards the enemy. The earl of Lincoln, 
therefore, who commanded the rebels, finding no 
hopes but in victory, determined to bring the matter 
to a ſpeedy decifion ; and Henry, emboldened by hi 
native courage no leſs than by the ſuperiority of his 
numbers, intrepidly advanced to the combat. The 
two armies met at Stoke, in the county of Notting- 
ham, where a bloody, and obſtinate battle was fought, 
All the leaders of the rebels were reſolyed to conquer 


or die, and they iaſpired their troops with the like re- 


ſolution. They were at lafl, however, obliged to 
give way; andif Henry's victory was purchaſcd with 


| loſs, it was entirely deciſive. Lincoln, Broughton, 


and Swart, periſhed in the field of battle, togethet 
with four thouſand. of their followers. Lovel is 
ſuppoſed to have undergone the ſame fate, as be wi 

| nevcr 
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were taken priſoners. - Simon was committed to cloſe. 


have faved him from a ſeverer fate. Simnel was too 
contemptible either to. excite apprehenſion or reſent- 
ment in Henry: he was therefore pardoned, and em- 
ployed as a ſcullion in the king's kitchen; from which 
condition he was afterwards advanced to the rank * 
one of we ny” $ falconers 4, < | 


Hiday baviog thus reſtored. — to his 
kingdom, and ſecurity to his government, had leiſure 
not only to regulate his domeſtic affairs, but alſo to 
look abroad. From Scotland, the moſt contiguous 
ſtate, he had nothing to fear. There reigned James 
IL. a prince of little induftry and narrow genius, 
With him Henry concluded a treaty, when he might 
have demanded his crown: ſo truly pacific was the 
diſpoſition of this monarch Of the ſtates on the con- 
tinent J have already ſpoken, They were faſt haſten. 
ing to that ſituation, in which they have remained, 
without any material alteration, for near three cen- 
turies, The balance of power began to be underſtood. 
Spain was become formidable by the union of the 
crowns of Arragon and Caſtile, in the perſons of 


ployed in wreſting Granada from the Moors. France, 


in power and dominion : and ſhe was now attempting 
to ſwallow up Britanny, the laſt independent fief of 
the monarchy, England alone was both enabled by 


her . and engaged by her intereſts, to ſupport 


4. Polyd. Virg. Bacon, ubi ſup, 
| the 


never more heard of. Simnel and his tutor Simon LETTER 


cuſtody for life: and his ſacred: character only could X D. 1487. 
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Ferdinand and Iſabella; but theſe princes were em- 


during the laſt fifty years, had made a mighty increaſe 
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the independency of that duchy ; the moſt dangeroy 
oppoſition was therefore expected from this quarter, 
But Henry's parfimonious temper and narrow politic 
as I have had occaſion to mention in the hiftory af 
France, prevented him from yielding the Bretons a0 
effe&ual ſupport; and Maximilian, king of the Ro- 
mant, to whom they afterwards, applied, being un- 
able to protect them, they were obliged to ſubmit to 
the arms of Charles VIII. who prudently married the 
heireſs of that az in order to conciliate iheir of 
ets ie f 7 


avis, who fon the. eG og of. Britanny to 
France, and who valued himſelf on his extenſive fore 
fight and ſound judgment, was now aſhamed of hai. 
ing allowed his moſt uſeful ally to be cruſhed by 
ſuperior power. All remedy for his miſcarriage wa 


become impracticable, but he talked loudly of ven- 


4. D. 1492. 


geance. The conqueſt of France, in his language, wa 

an eaſy matter: and he ſet out on that enterprize x 
the head of a ſplendid army, after obtaining large 
ſupplies from his parliament. The. nobility, who hal 


_ credulouſfly ſwallowed all the boaſts of the king, wer 


univerſally ſcized with a thirſt of military glory: they 


dreamed of nothing. leſs than carrying their triun- 


phant banners to the gates of Paris, and putting the 


crown. of France on the head of their ſovereign, 


Henry, in the mean time, had nothing leſs at hear 
than war; the gratification of his ruling paſſion was 


the only e of this mighty armament ; ayarice 


being in him a more powerful motive than either te- 


venge or glory. Secret advances had been made vo- 


wards peace before his invaſion, and commiſſionen 


had been appointed to treat of the terms, The de. 


mands 
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4 winds of Henry were wholly pecuniary; and the ! | 
, king of France, 'who deemed the peaceable poſſeſſion H 
y of Britanny an equivalent for any ſumz and who was 1 
m on fire for his pfojected expedition into Italy, reaz 4 
ay reed to the propoſals made him. He engaged; FN 
* by the treaty of Eſtaples, concluded about a month No! a 
* alter the Bngliſh landed in France, to pay Henry : 
to ſeven hundred and forty-five thouſand crowns z partly y 
ic WW feimburſement of the ſums advanced to the du- g 
f. cheſs of Britanny, partly as arrears of the penſion due | 


| to Edward IV. and not hitherto diſcharged :—and he 
fipulated a yearly penſion to Henry and his heirs of 
twenty-five thouſand crowns %, gat 


Tuus, as lord Bacon obſerves, the Engliſh mo- 
narch made profit upon his ſubjects for the war, and 
upon his enemies for the peace. But although, the 
treaty of Eſtaples filled the coffers of Henry, it did 
very little honour to England; as it put a ſhameful 
ſeal to the ſubjection of Britanny, which, properly 
ſupported, would have been a continual thora in the. 
fide of France, and have effectually prevented that 
monarchy" from ever becoming formidable to the li- 
berties of Europe. The people however agreed, that 
the king had fulfilled the. promiſe which he made to 
the patliattient when he ſaid, that he would make the 
war maintain itſelf, and all ranks of men ſeemed now 


8 perfectly ſatisfied with his government. He had every 
al teaſon to flatter himſelf with durable peace and tran- 
Was 


quillity. His authority was fully eftabliſhed at home, * 
aud his reputation for policy was great abroad: the . 
hopes of all pretenders to his throne were cut off, as 

well by his marriage, as, the ifſue which it had 


7 brought him; yet at this height of his proſperity, his 
e | | 
ands 5 Bhi 
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AD. 1492: long gave him inquietude, and IO even en brought 
him into e 298 Fe 5 £3 6B Nane 


 Txzold duchafy of Am adler of "Edward Iv, 
1 25 ſtill burning with reſentment on account of the de 
preſſion of her family and its partizans,, determined 
to play off another impoſtor upon Henry. With that 
view ſhe cauſed a report to be propagated, that her 
nephew, Richard Plantagenet, duke pf Vork, bad 
made his eſcape from the Tower, when his elder bro. 
ther was murdered, and that he was ſtill alive. Find. 
ing this rumour greedily received, her next care wa 
to provide a young man proper to perſonate the un. 
fortunate” prince: and for that purpoſe ſhe fixed 
upon Perkin rey the ſon of a n Jus 
N 


Tuts a was Sherk in atom and 4 by bn 
believed to be the ſon of Edward IV. on account of 
a certain reſemblance obſervable between him and that 

amorous monarch. A few years after the birth of 
Perkin, his reputed father returned to Tournay; 
where the ſon did not long remain, but, by different 
accidents, was carried from place to place; ſo that hi 

' parentage and paſt life became thereby unknown, and 
difficult to be'traced by the moſt diligent enquiry. The 
variety of his adventures had happily favoured the 
natural verfatility and ſagacity of his genius ; and he 
feemed to be a youth perfectly fitted to act any part, 
or aſſume any character. In this light he had been 
repreſented to the ducheſs of Burgundy, who imme- 
diately defired to ſee him, and found him to excel 
her moſt ſanguine expectations; ſo comely did he 
__ in his Feen ! ſo 3 in his air! ſo wt 
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\y in his addreſs! ! To full of dignity in his whole de- LETTER, 
memovr; and good ſenſe in his converſation ! 1 hd 
63.25 44. d ad 62444 D. 


A von man of fuck quiek apprehenſion ſoon - 


1 the leſſons neceſſary to be taught him, in order 
to his perſonating the duke of !York'; but as ſome 
time was required, before every thing requiſite could 
be prepared for this enterprize, Margaret ſent him 
into Portugal, where he remained a year, unknown to 
all the world. When that term was expired he landed 
in Ireland, which {till retained its attachment to the 
houſe of Vork; and immediately aſſuming to him- 
ſelf the name of Richard Plantagenet, there drew to 
him many partizans among that ignorant and credu- 
lous people. The news of this phænomenon reached 
France; and Charles VIII. prompted by the ſecret 
ſolicitations of che ducheſs of Burgundy, ſent Perkin 
ag invitation to vifit him at Paris. The impoſtor re- 
paired to the court of France, where he was received 
with all the marks of reſpect due to the duke of. Vork. 
The whole kingdom was full of the accompliſhments, 
a well as the ſingular adventures and misfortunes of 
ihe young Plantagenet. From France, the tide. of 
admiration and eredulity diffuſed itſelf into England; - 
and Sir George Nevil, Sir John Taylor, and above a 
hundred gentlemen more, went over to Paris, in order 
to offer their ſervices to the ſuppoſe duke of: York, 
aud to ſhare his fortunes. W 11L 8 „ 


PrRKix however was diſmiſſed France, in conſe- 


quence: of the peace of Eſtaples. He now retired to 
the ducheſy of Burgundy, cravipg her protection, and 
offering to exhibit before her all the proofs of that 


birth to which he laid claim. Margaret affected igno- 


rance of his pretenſions; ſhe even put on the appear- | 
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ance of diftruſt, and defired to be inſtructeg, beſote 
all the world, in his reaſons for aſſuming the name 
. which he bore. She put many particular queſtions ty 


"aw. ſeemed aſtoniſhed at his anſwers, and at last 


burſt into joy and admiration of his wonderful deliver. 


ance, embracing him as her nephew; the true image of 

Edward; the ſole heir of the Plantagenets, and the leg. 
timate ſucceffor to the Engliſh throne. She afligned 
him an equipage ſvitable to his pretended birth, ap- 
Pointed: him a guard, engaged every one to pay court | 
to him, and on all oecaſions honoured him with the 
1 of The Ow Reſe of ab 


Tur 8 e by Margaret's e 
readily adopted the fiction of Perkin's royal deſcent; 
und as no ſurmiſe of his real birth had yet been given, 
the Engliſh from their frequent communication with 
the Low Countries, were every day more and more 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of the impoſtor. - Not only the 


Populace; ever fond of novelty and defirous of change, 


in in England *, 


but men of the higheſt birth and quality, diſguſted at 
the ſeverity: of | Henry's government, began to tum 
their eyes towards chis new claimant: ' 'Pheir: paſſions | 
and prejudices inclined them to give credit to Perkin 
pretenſions; and as little oppoſition had been made to 
the prevailing opinion, a regular conſpiracy was form- 
ed agaĩnſt the king's authority; and a correſpondence 
ſettled between the maleontents in Flanders and thoſs 
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W reſolutely, though deliberately, in coun- 
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jeſt was, to aſcertain the deach of the real duke of 


of certainty, two of the perſons concerned in the mur- 
der being yet alive, and agreeing in the ſame ſtory. 
But he found more difficulty, though in the end he 
was no leſs ſucceſsful, in diſcovering who the extra- 
ordinary perſon was, that ſo boldly advanced preten- 
fons to his crow. For this purpoſe he diſperſed his 
ſpies all over Flanders and England : he engaged many 
to pretend that they had embraced Perkin's party; 
he bribed the young man's ſeryants, his confidants, 
and even his confeſſor, By theſe means, he was at laſt 
made acquainted with the whole plan of the conſpi- 
racy, and with the pedigree, adventures, life, and con- 
verſation of the pretended duke of York, 


r 3 „ 2 


Tus impoſtor's ſtory was immediately publiſhed for 
the ſatisfaction of the nation; and as ſoon as Henry's 
projects were matured, he made the conſpirators feel 
the weight of his reſentment. AlmoR in the ſame 
inſtant he arreſted lord Fitzwater, Sir Simon Mount- 
fort, and Sir Thomas Thwaites, who were convicted 
of high treaſon for promiſing to aid Perkin, and pre- 
ſently executed, Sir William Stanley, the lord high 
chamberlain, was alſo arreſted z but greater and more 
ſolemn preparations were thought neceſſary for the 
tral of a man, whoſe authority in the nation, and 
whoſe domeſtic intimacy with the king, as well as 
his former ſervices, ſeemed to ſecure him againſt any 
accuſation or puniſhment, Henry however was de- 
termined to take vengeance on all his enemies, He 
therefore won over Sir Robert Clifford, Perkin's par- 
ticular confidant, who returning to England, on a 
promiſe of pardon, accuſed Stanley as his chief abet- 
der ; and after fix weeks delay, which was interpoſed 
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York, which he was able to do with a tolerable degree 
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4. b. 149. 5 Fate of Stanley muſe: great babe den on * 
minds of the people, and ſtruck Perkin's adherents with 
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in order to ſhew the king's lenity and coolgeſi, the 
chamberlain was gr es to fray r nl 
res | 1 


0 


che deepeſt diſmay; as they found, from Clifford'sde. 
ſection, that all their ſecrets were betrayed. Tbe jea- 
lous and ſevere temper of the. king kept men in aye, 
and quelled not only the movements of ſedition, but 
the very murmurs of faction. Ageneral diſtruſt took 


place: all mutual confidence. was deſtroyed, even 


among particular friends. Henry, in the meantime, 


elated with ſucceſs, and little anxious of diſpelling 
thoſe terrors, or of gaining ithe affections of the in. 
tion, gave every day more and more rein to his n. 
pacious temper, and employed the arts of perverted 
law and juſtice, in order to extort fines and compoli 
tions from his fubjedts. His government was in itſelf 
\ bighly oppreſſive; but it was ſo much the leſs bur. 
thenſome, as he took care, like Lewis XI. to reftiain 
the tyranny of the nobles, and permitted nobody tobe 
guilty of injuſtice or pos. but 3 


PERKIN. now finding his e with the 
nobility cut off by Heury- 8 vigilance and ſeverity, 
andthe king's authority daily gaining ground among 
the people, reſolved to attempt ſomething, which might 
revive the drooping hopes of his party. With thi 
view he gathered together a band of outlaws, pi- 
rates, robbers, and . perſons of all nations, 
with whom he put to ſea, and appeared off the coalt 
of Kent; But finding the inhabitants determined to 


oppo 
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oppoſe him, he returned to Flanders, and afterwards. 


made a deſcent upon Ireland. The affairs of Ireland, 
however, were now in ſo good a poſture, that he there A. 


wild natives, he bent his, courſe. towards Scotland, 
and preſented; himſelf to James IV. who then reigned 
in that kingdom. Perkin had been previouſly. re- 
commended. to this prince, by. the king of France; 
and the inſinuating addreſs, and plaufible hehaviour 
of the youth himſelf, ſeem farther to have gained 
him credit with James, whom years had not yet taught 
diftruſt or caution, and who carried his confidence ſo 
far, as to give him in marriage the lady Catherine 
Gordon, daughter to the earl, of Huntley, a young 
lady eminent both for . and virtue. 


Tur ne: which then ſabſfted between the 
courts of England and Scotland was a new;recom= 


mendation to Perkin; ſo that James, who had reſolved 


to make an inroad into England, attended by ſome of 
his borderers, carried the impoſtor along with him, 
in hopes that the appearance of. the pretended prince 
might raiſe an inſurrection in the northern counties. 


But in this expectation he found himſelf deceived. 
Perkin's pretenſions were now become ſtale even in 
the eyes of the populace: no Engliſhman of any con- 


dition joined him. James, after repeated incurſions, 
attended with various ſucceſs, therefore, found it ne- 
ceſlary to conclude a truce with Henry, Perkin being 
privately ordered to depart the kingdom *, 


Rr And once more afforded a retreat to the im- 
poſtor. There he hid himſelf for ſome time in the 


2 8. Bacon. Hift. Hen. VII. Polyd. Virg. , ; 
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met with little ſucceſs; and being tired of the ſavage 
life he was obliged to lead, while, ſKulking among the 


A. D. 1497 
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PARTI, wilds and faſtnefſes: but impatient of 2 
&D 1497. which was both diſagreeable and dangerous, he held 
cConſultation with his followers, Horne, Skelton, and 
Aﬀeey, three broken tradeſmen, and by their advicy 
reſolved to try the-affe&ions of the Corniſh malcon. 
tents, who had lately riſen in rebelliom on accountof + 
an oppreflive tax, and whoſe mutinous diſpoſition til 
ſubſiſted, notwithſtanding the lenity that had been 
ſhewn them. No ſooner therefore did the pretended 
prince appear at Bodmin in Cornwal, than the popu- 
Jace, to the number of threę thouſand, flocked to his 
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ſtandard; and Perkin, elated with this appearance of he 
ſucceſs, took on him, for the firſt time, the appellation fr 
of Richard IV. king of England. That the expe@:- T 
tions of his followers might nat be ſuffered to lan - te 
guiſh, he preſented himſelf before Exeter; and by cc 
many fair, though fruitleſs promiſes, invited that city cc 
fo join him. The inhabitants ſhut their gates : again fo 
| pin and he laid liege to the place. : 1 
li 
Henny was | happy to hear, that the b had ef 
„landed in England, and prepared himſelf with alacrity at 
to attack him; for, as he uſually ſaid, he deſifed only hi 
to ſee his enemies. Perkin, informed of the king cc 
preparations, immediately raifed .the ſiege of Exeter; W. 
'and although his followers now amounted to the num, 
ber of ſeven theuſand, and ſeemed ſtill reſolute to 
maintain his cauſe, he biſelf deſpaired af ſucceſs, and ſt 
_ ſecretly withdrew to the ſanctuary af Beaulieu in the ve 
New Foreſt. The Corniſh rebels ſubmitted to the fa 
king's mercy, and found it was not yet exhauſted ia de 
their behalf; a few of their chiefs excepted, they WIN ®! 
were diſmiſſed with impunity. Henry was more ata pf 


| loſs how to proceed with regard to Perkin himſelf, 
| Fey ee him tq make the privileges of the 
f church 


MODERN EUROPE: 
church yield to reaſons of ſtate; to drag the impoſtor 
from the ſanctuary, and inflift on him the puniſh- 
went due to his temerity. But Henry did not think 
the evil fo dangerous, as to require ſuch a violent re- 


medy. He therefore employed ſome ſagacious perſons 


to perſuade Perkin to deliver himſelf into the king's 
hands, under promiſe of pardon, He did ſo; and 
Henry conducted him, in a kind of mock triumph to 
London, F 1 4. 6 ; 2 


5 vis A 8 

Bur although the impoſtor's life was granted him, 
be was ſtill detained in cuſtody ; and having broke 
from his keepers, he was afterwards confined in the 
Tower, where his habits of reftleſs intrigue and en- 
terprize followed him. He found means to open a 
correſpondence” with the carl of Warwick, who was 
confined in the ſame priſon ; and he engaged that un- 
fortunate prince to embrace a project for his eſcape, 


which Perkin offered to conduct by murderipg the 
lientenant of the Tower. The conſpiracy did not 


eſcape the King's vigilance; and Perkin by this new 
attempt, after ſo many enormities, having rendered 
himſelf totally unworthy of mercy, was arraigned, 
condemned, and hanged at Tyburn. Warwick alſo 
was brought to trial, found guilty, and executed. 


Ta1s violent ad of tyranny, by which Henry de- 
ſtroyed the laſt remaining male of the line of Planta. 
genet, begat great diſcontent among the people. They 
law, with concern, an unhappy prince, who had long 


183+ 
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A. D. 1499. 


been denied the privileges of his birth, and even cut 


off from the common benefits of nature, now deprived 
of life ipſelf, merely for attempting to ſhake off that 
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PARTI. oppreſſion under which he laboured. But theſe. 
KD Jos. meſtic diſcontents did not weaken the king's govern. 
ment; and foreign princes, deeming his throne noy 
perfectly ſecure, ow him rather more deference and 
attention. | we! 


. a RV wy. = 


/ * prince whoſe a — es moſt 1 Was 
Ferdinand of Spain, whoſe vigorous and ſteady po. a 
licy, always attended with ſucceſs, had rendered hin 
in many reſpects the moſt confiderable monarch in 
Europe. And the king of England had at laſt the fa. 
tis faction of completing ..a marriage, which had been 
projected and negociated during the courſe of ſeven 
years, between Arthur prince of Wales and the in- 
| _ Fanta Catharine, fourth daughter of Ferdinand aud 
Es Iſabella: he near fixteen years of age, ſhe eighteen, 
Baut this marriage proved unproſperous. Prince Ar- 
thur died a few months after the celebration of the 
4. D. 803. nuptials; and the king, deſirous to continue his alli 
ance with Spain, and alſo unwilling to reſtore Cathe- 
Tine's dowry, obliged his ſecond fon Henry, no 
prince of Wales, to be betrothed to the infanta, 
Prince Henry made all the oppofition of which 2 
youth only twelve years old could be ſuppoſed cap. 
0 dle: but as the king perſiſted an his reſolution, the 
; marriage was at laſt concluded between the partie, 
It was productive of the moſt important conſe- 

Jo.” | 
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ANOTHER marriage was alſo celebrated the ſame 
year, which, in the nextage, gave birth to great events: 
the union of Margaret, Henry's eldeſt daughter, with 
James IV. of Scotland. When this alliance was de- 
liberated on in the Engliſh council, ſome objeftel 


that England might, in conſequence of ſuch _ 
f 
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fall under the 26d" of Scotland. 
plied Henry; though Scotland ſhould give an heir 


« come an acceffion to England 0: and the event 
has proved the gg of the obſervation. 


429 


abroad, was now in every reſpect fortunate. All the 
efforts of the European princes, as we ſhall afterwards 


and the various events which there aroſe made Henry's 
alliance be eagerly courted by each party, yet in- 


concern or anxiety. Uncontrouled therefore by ap- 
prehenfion or oppoſition, he gave full ſcope to his na- 
tural propenſity ; and avarice, which had ever been 


—_- — 
* * 


couraged by abſolute authority, broke through all re- 


niſters, Empſon and Dudley, perfectly qualified to 
ſecond his rapacious and tyrannical inclinations, and 
to prey upon his defenceleſs people. Theſe inſtru- 
ments of oppreſſion were both lawyers: the firſt of 
mean birth, of brutal manners, and of an unrelenti 
temper; the ſecond better born, better educated, and 
| better bred, but equally unjuſt, ſevere, and inflexible. 
By their knowledge of law, they were qualified to per- 
vert the forms of juſtice to the oppreſſion of the inno- 
cent: and Henry ſupported them in all their i iniqui- 
ties. The ſole purpoſe of the king and his mini- 
ſters was to amaſs money, and bring every one under 
the laſh of their authority. 


10. _ Hiſt. Hen. VII. 


Tux ſituation of Henry's affairs, both at home and 


have occaſion to ſee, were turned to the fide of Italy; 


tereſted himſelf ſo little as never to touch him with 


his ruling paſſion, being increaſed by age, and en- 


ſtraints of ſhame or juſtice, He had found two mi- 
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to the Engliſh'crown, that kingdom will only be- & P. 2502. 
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Bur while Heory was enriching himſelf with the 
ſpoils of his oppreſſed people, he did not neglect thy 
political intereſts of the nation. Philip, archduke of 
Auſtria, and his wife Joan, heireſs of Caſtile, being 
thrown upon the Engliſh coaſt in their paſſage to Spain, 


| . D. 1506. Henry entertained them with a magnificence ſuitable 


to his dignity, and at an expence by no means agree. 
able to his temper. But notwithſtanding ſo much 
ſeeming cordiality, intereſt in this, as in all othe 
things, was the only rule of his conduct. He reſolved 


_ to- draw ſome advantage from the inyoluntary viii 


paid him by his royal gueſts; and while he ſeemed 


only intent on diſplaying his hoſpitality, and in fur. | 


niſhing the means of amuſement, he concluded a 
treaty of commerce highly beneficial to England”, 


HENRV's views did. not terminate here: from the 


intereſts of the nation he turned them to his own, 


Edmund de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, nephew to Ed. 
ward IV, and brother to the earl of Lincoln, ſlain at 
the battle of Stoke, had retired to Flanders in di- 
guſt, The king did not, negle& the preſent oppor- 
tynity of complaining to the archduke of the recey- 
tion which Suffolk had met with in his dominions, 
« I really thought,“ replied, Phillp, © that your great 
6 neſs and felicity had ſet you far above apprehen- 
5 fions from any perſon of ſo little conſequence : but 
c to give you ſatisfaction, I ſhall baniſh him my 
« ſtate.” I expect that you will carry your com- 
6 plaiſance farther,” ſaid Henry : © I defire to have 
« Suffolk put into my hands, where alone I can de- 
* pend on his ſubmiſſion and obedience,” —* That 


& meaſure,” obſerved Philip, „ will reflect diſhonour + 


TY Rymer, wol. xi. 
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te upon von, as well as myſelf. Jon will be thought 
« to have uſed me as a priſoner,” Then,“ teplied 
Henry,“ the matter is ſettled: I will take upon me 
t that diſnonour; and ſo your honour is ſafe.” Philip 
found himſelf under the neceſſity. of comply ing; but 
he firſt. exacted a/promilſe _ eee that nes wand 
ee e.. 2 Nott 

Hanne ſurvived theſe tmaſfions 00 two years 
but nothing memorable occurs in the remaining 
part of his reign. His declining health made him 
tutn his thoughts towards that future ſtate of exiſt 
ence, which the ſeverities of his government had ren- 


lay the terrors under which he laboured, he endea- 
youred to procure a reconciliation with — by 
lifiributing alms, and founding religious houſes. Re- 
morſe even feized him at times for the abuſe of his 


a degree as to make him ſtop the rapaciqus hand of 
thoſe opprefſors, until death, by its nearer approaches, 
Po him with new terrors ; and then he ordered, 
neral clauſe in his will, that reſtitution ſhould 

made to all thoſe. whom he had injured **, He 

Q of a conſumption, at his favourite palace of Rich- 
moad, in the fifty-ſecond. year of his age, and the 
wenty-third of his reign ; which was, on the whole, 


W 


Heunv K a prince of great talents, both 
vil and military. He put an end to the civil wars 


n. Bacon, ai up. 13 : * wia H. Fogthed. Polyd. Virg- 
raſled 5 


authority by Empſon and Dudley, though not to ſuch 
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fortunate for his 1 at home, and n, | 


with which the Engliſh nation had long been har- 
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Parr t. raſſed: he maintained peace and order in the ſtate: 


: 8 he depreſſed the former exorbitant power of che bi 7 

5 rons, by «diminiſhing the number of their - tetain. ah 

5 ers; while he inereaſed the property of the common, pe 

dy enabling the nobles to break their ancient entails, 

thereby encouraging them indirectly to dich 4 

heir fortunes and diſmember their eſtates: and, 1 

together with the friendſhip of ſome foreign prince, pr 

de acquired the confideration and reſpe& of all, hi 

Hence his fon Henry VIII. as we ſhall afterward Fj 

| have vccafion to ſee, became the arbiter of Europe. th 

In the mean time we | muſt take a view of tranſac. " 

tions in which England had no ſhare, but which Cl 

introduced the en æra in the pepe of nn ce 

en | al 
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LETTER Mike hitherts, my dear Philip, generally given * 

Lill. I you a ſeparate hiftory of all the principal Europea * 

— N becauſe each ſtate depended chiefly on itfl, 5 
and was in a great meaſure diſtin from every other | 

in its political intereſts, But that method will, in fi- | 

ture, often be impracticable, by reaſon of the ner ay 

ſyſtem of policy which was adopted about the begit- Fo 

ning of the fixteenth century, and in conſequence of . 

which” a union of intereſts became neceſſary in ordet = 


to form a balance of power, This ſyſtem took - 
EIT | nil 
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riſe from the political ſtate of Europe at that time, 5 | 
and was perfected by the Italian wars, which com- . a; 
meneed with the a of Charles VIII. in ſup- b 1494 
pat of his in to 1 wa N of r 5 
— nee hun tag married 5 Prey” of Bri | 
undy, as T have already had occaſion to obſerycy/and 
purchaſed peace from the only powers able to moleſt 
dim; ne emperor of Germany, and the kings of 
England" and Spain, ſet out on his favourite project, 
te conque ſt of; Naples, to which he had pretenſions 
2s heir of the houſe of Anjou. The army with which 
Charles undertook this great enterprize did not ex- 
ceed-twenty thouſand men; yet witch theſe he was 
able to over · run all Italy. The Italians who had ut- 
terly loſt be uſe of arms, and who, amid continual | 
wars, had become every day more unwarlike, were 
aſtoniſhed to meet an enemy, that made the field of 
battle not a pompous tournament but a ſcene of 
blood: they were terrified at the aſpect of real war, 
and ſhrunk on its approach. The impetuoſity of the 
French valour appeared to them irreſiſtible. Pope 
Alexander VI. of infamous memory, the Venetians, 
and Ludovico Sforza, ſurnamed the Moor, duke of 
Milan, who had invited Charles into Italy, alarmed 
at his progreſs, which was equally unwiſhed and un- 
expected, endeavoured to throw obſtacles in his way 
almoſt as ſoon as he had croſſed the Alps. 


Arx oppoſition however was in vain. Charles en- 
tered in triumph the city of Florence, where the fa- 
mily of Medicis ſtill held the chief authority. He 
delivered Sienna and Piſa from the Tuſcan yoke : he 
preſcribed ſuch terms to the Florentines as his circum- 
ances rendered neceſſary, and theic ſituation obliged 
them 
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tkem to comply with: he marched to Rowe, whets 
Alexander VI, had ;neffeQually intrigues againſt him; 
and he took poſſeſſion of that city as; à conquerot. 
The pope had taken refuge in the caſtle of St. A 
to; but no ſooner did he ſee the French cannon point. | 


ed Andio®:ins feeble ramparts, than'he-offercd to ci. 


pitulste : and it coſt bim only à cardinal's hat to 


make his peace with the king. The preſident Bric. 
ſonet, ho from a lawyer was become an archbiſhop, 
perſuaded Charles to this accommodation. In reward 
of his ſervices he obtained the purple :. The king. 
confeſſor was likewiſe id the ſecret; and Charles, 
whoſe intereſt it was to have depoſed the pope, for. 
* hin, and e _— _ IS a 


Ne pontif SHORE ever more deſerved the wagm 
tion of a Chriſtian prince. He and the Venetian 
had applied to the Turkiſh ſultan Bajazet II. ſon aud 
ſucceſſor of Mahomet II. to affiſt them in dfiving 
the French monarch out of Italy. It is alſo aſſerted, 
that the pope had ſent one Bozzo in quality of nuncio 
to the court of Conſtantinople, and that the alliance 
between his Holineſs and the fultan was purchaſel 
by one of thoſe inhuman crimes; which are not com- 
titted witkout horror, even Within the walls of the 
__ + | 12 25 

4 anper VI. by an exttaotdinaty chain of 
events, had at that time in his poſſoſfion the perſon of 
Zizim, brother to Bajazet II. The manner in which 
this unfortunate prince fell into the hands of the pope 
was as follows: 


"5M bu en n Phil, de com ty, vii chap. u. 
Fil, | | Z121% 
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Ziztiu, who was adored by the Turks, had diſ- 1 


puted the empire with Bajazet, and was defeated. 
Fortune prevailed over the prayers of the people; and 4. D. 149% 


this unhappy ſon of Mahomet II. the terror of the 
Chriſtian name, had recourſe in his diſtreſs to the 
knights of Rhodes, now the knights of Malta. They 
at firſt received him, as a prince to whom they were 
bound to afford protection by the laws of hoſpitality, 
and who might one day be of uſe to them in their wars 
Against the Infidels; but they ſoon afterward treated 
him as'a priſoner, and Bajazet agreed to pay them 
forty thouſand ſequins annually, on condition 'that 
they ſh6uld not ſuffer Zizim to return Into Turky. 
The knights conveyed him to one of their commande= 
ries at Poitou, in France; and Charles VIII. re- 
ceiyed, at the ſame time, an ambaſſador from Bajazet 
II. and a nuncio from pope Innvcent VIII. Alexander's 
predeceſſor, relative to this valuable captive. The 
ſultan claimed him as his ſubject, and the pope wanted 
to have poſſeſſion of his perſon, as a pledge for the 
ſafety of Italy againſt the attempts of the Turks. 
Charles ſent him to the pope. The pontiff received 
him with all the ſplendour and magnificence which the 
forereign of Rome could ſhew to the brother of the 
ſovereign of Conſtantinople ; and Paul Jpvius ſays, 
that Alexander VI. fold Zizim's life, in a treaty 
which he negociated with Bajazet. , But be that as it 
may, the king of France, full of his vaſt projects, arid 
certain of the conqueſt of Naples, now wanted to be- 
come formidable to the ſultan, by having the perſon of 
this unfortunate prince in his power, The pope de- 
livered him to Charles, but poiſoned, as is ſuppoſed. 
It is at leaſt certain that he died ſoon after; and the 
charakter of Alexander VI. makes it probable, that 
Vox, II, M thres 
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var I. three TROY thouſand 'ducats, ſaid to have been 


empire which could not be recovered 


— 
Tons. offered by Bajazet, were 2 an n for 


ſuch a crime :. e 


Marrrrs being thus ſettled between the king and 


h ths pope, who took an oath not to diſturb Charles in 


his conqueſts, Alexander was ſet at liberty, and ap. 


_ peared again as pontiff on the Vatican theatre, 


There, in a public confiſtory, the French, monarch 
came to; pay him what is called the homage of 
obedience, aſſiſted by John Gannai, firſt preſident of 
the parliament of Paris, who might certainly have 
been better employed elſewhere, than at ſach a cere- 
mony. Charles now kiſſed the feet of the perſon 


. whom, two days before, he would have condemned 
as a criminal; and to complete the ludictous ſcene, 


he ſerved his . at dien maſs . 


N as'we have feen, alt himſelf 
to be declared emperor of the Weſt at Rome: Charles 
VIII. was, in the ſame city, declared emperor of the 


Eaſt; but after a very different manner. One Pa- 


leologus, nephew. to the prince of that name, who 


loſt Conſtantinople and his life, made an empty ceſ- 


fion, in favour of Charles and his ſuceſſors, of an 


_— " 


"Arran this ceremony, Charles continue his pro- 
greſs towards Naples; where Alphonſo II. ſtruck with 
terror at the approach of the French army, gave the 
world an example of a new kind of cowardice and 


; ee, He fled privately to Sicily, and took, 


2. - Phil, de bonn. Pau) 1 Arioldi Feroni, | 3. 6. Flr 
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refuge | in a cloifter ; while Ferdinand his fon, * 


become king by his abdication, finding himſelf unable 
to retrieve the public affairs; rendered deſperate by 
his father's flight, releaſed his ſubje&s from their 
oath of allegiance, and retired to the iſland of Iſchia. 


Charles thus left "maſter of his favourite object, the 


| kingdom of Naples, after having marched thither, 


from the bottom of the Alps, with as much rapidity, - 


and almoſt as little oppoſition, as if he had been on 
2 progreſs through his own dominions, took quiet poſ- 
ſeffion of the Neapolitan throne, and intimidated, or 
dave law, to every power in _ 


| Sven, my dear Philip, was the refult of this expe- 
dition, which muſt be conſidered as the firſt great ex- 


ertion of thoſe new powers which the princes of Eu- 


rope had acquired, and now began to exerciſe, Its 
effects were no leſs conſiderable than its ſucceſs had 


been aſtoniſhing. The Italians, unable to reſiſt the 


force of Charles, permitted him to hold on his courſe 
undiſturbed, But they quickly perceived, that al- 
though no fingle power, which they could rouſe to 
action, was a match for ſuch an enemy, yet a con- 


federacy might accompliſh what its ſeparate members 


durſt not attempt. To this expedient, therefore, 
they had recourſe ; the only one that remained, fo 
deliver or preſerve them from the French yoke ; aud 
while Charles inconfiderately waſted his time at 
Naples, in feſtivals and triumphs on account of his 
paſt ſucceſſes, or was fondly dreaming of future con- 
queſts in the Eaſt, to the empire of which he now aſ- 


pired, they formed againſt him a powerful combina- 


tioh of Almoſt all the Italian princes and ſtates; the 


1 And. de J4 Vig. Coy: de la Ng. Phil. de Commin. 
M 2 heads 
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PART 1. heads of which were the pope, the Venetians, the duke 
of Milan, ſupported by the emperor Maximilian, who 
had lately ſucceeded his father Frederic III. and by 
their Catholic majcſties, Ferdinand and Ifabella 5, 


my 
AD. 1495 


. 
*£ % 


A.D. 1496. 


Tur nokta of fo many. powers, 15 ſuſpended, or 
forgot their particular animoſities, that they might 
act with concert againft an enemy who had become 


formidable to them all, awakened Charles from his 


thoughtleſs ſecurity. He ſaw now no proſpect of 
ſafety but in returning to France. The confederates 
had: aſſembled an army of thirty thouſand men, in 
order to obſtruct his march. Charles had only nine 
thouſand men with him. The two armies met in the 
valley of Fornova; and though the French with a 
daring courage, which more than made up for their 
inferiority in numbers, broke the army of the allies, 
and gained a victory, which opened to their monarch 
a ſafe paſſage into his own territories, he was ſtripped 
of all his conqueſts in Italy, in as ſhort a time as he 
had gained them. The exiled Ferdinand, by the help 
of Gonſalvo de Cordova, ſurnamed the Great Cap- 
tain, whom their Catholic majeſties had ſent to his 


\. aſſiſtance, ſpeedily recovered the whole kingdom of 


Naples. He died ſoon after, and left his uncle Fre- 


deric in full poſſeſſion of the throne 7; fo that the 
political ſyſtem of Italy reſumed the fame appearance 


as before the F regeh invalion, 95 


Cuantzs, "after his return to Erance, gave him- 


ſelf up to thoſe paſtimes and pleaſures which had been 


the bane of his Italian expedition, In the mean time 


| A. P. 1498. his health decay ed, and he died without iſſue in the 


6. Phil. de Commin. Mariana, . G. Flori. Guicciardini 
x twenty 
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reenty-eighth year of his age, and the ſeventeenth LETTER. 
his reign; “a man of a ſmall body and ſhort Kate. 
« ſays Comines, but ſo good that it is not poſſible to A. P. 1498. 
< ſee a better creature, and ſo ſweet and gentle in diſ- 
be poſition, that it is not known that he ever either 
& gave or took offence in his life.“ He was ſucceed- 
ed in the throne of France by the duke of Orleans, 
under the title of Lewis XII. to which was after- 
wards added the moſt glorious of all appellations, chat 


of Father of his People. 


Law1s was thirty-fix years of age when he aſcend- 
ed the throne ; and from that moment he forgot all 
his perſonal reſentments, When ſome of his courtiers 
put him in mind, that certain perſons who had for- 
merly been his enemies, were now in his power, he 
made that ever memorable reply ;—* The king of 
« France revenges not the injuries of the duke of Or- 
« leans,” It is one thing, however, to deliver a fine 
maxim, and another to make it the rule of one's con- 
duct: Lewis did both. But his fatal ambition of 
reigning in Italy brought many misfortunes upon f 
himſelf and his kingdom, notwithſtanding his pru- 
dence and Pieras affection for his Ne 


Tur chair of Lewis XII. to Naples, was the ſame 
as that of Charles VIII. and he demanded the duchy 
of Milan in right of one of his grandmothers, daughter 
of John Galeazo Viſconti, firſt duke of that teritory; 
who had ſtipulated, in the marriage- contract of his 
daughter Valentine, that in caſe of failure of heirs 
male 19 the family of Viſconti, the dachy of Milan 
ſhould deſcend to the poſterity of this Valentine and 
the Cuke of Orleans. That event took place, The 


7. G. Flori. Guicciardini. 
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PART 1. family of Viſconti became extin& in 1447; but thy 


AD: 148. bouſe of Orleans had hitherto been prevented, by va. 


rious accidents, from making good their claim: and 


the duchy of Milan was ftill held by the deſcendants 


of Francis Sforza, a ſoldier of fortune, who having 
married the natural daughter of the laſt legal duke, 
raiſed himſelf by his yalour and talents to the ducal 


throne. ' Lewis now prepared to aſſert his right with 


ardour, and he ſucceeded, But before I relate the 


particulars of that conqueſt, it will be neceffary to 17 
a few words of pope Alexander VI. and his ſon Cæſat 


Borgia, on account of their alliance with the king of 
France, and the ſhare which they had in the wars of 


Italy; remarking by the way, that Ludovico Sforza, | 
ſurnamed the Moor, having murdered his nephew, 


and taken poſſeſſion of the duchy of Milan, had been 
confirmed in. it, in 1494, by the inveſtiture of the 
e Maximilian, who married his daughter“. 


ALEXANDER YT. was at that 1 time engaged in two 
great deſigns: one was to recover for the Patrimony 


of St. Peter, the many territories of which it was ſaid 


to have been deprived ; and the other, the exaltation 


of his ſon- Cæſar Borgia. Infamous as his conduRt 
was, it did not in the leaſt i impair his authority. He 


Was publicly accuſed of a criminal correſpondence | 
with his own ſiſter, whom he took away from three 


huſbands ſucceſſively : and he cauſed the laſt to be 


aſſaſſinated, that he might beſtow her in marriage on 


the heir of the houſe of Eſte. The nuptials were ce- 


lebrated in the Vatican by the moſt ſhameleſs diver- 


ſions chat debauch bad ever invented for the confuſion 


of modeſty. F ifty courtezans danced naked before 


8. Du Mont. Corp. Diplom. tom. iii. 


this 
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this inceftaqus family; and prizes were given to thoſe LETTER 


who exhibited the moſt laſcivious motions, The duke 


of Gandia, and Cæſar Borgia, at that time cardinal A. P. 4 


and archbiſhop of Valentia in Spain, are ſaid to have 
publicly diſputed the favours of their ſiſter Lucretia. 


The duke of Gandia was aſſaſſinated at Rome, and 
Cæſar Borgia was the ſuppoſed author of the murder ?, 


The perſonal eftates of the cardinals, at their deceaſe, 
belong to the pope : and Alexander VI, was ſtrongly 
ſuſpected of haſtening the death of more than one 


member of the ſacred college, that he might become 


poſſeſſed of their treaſures, But, notwithſtanding 


theſe enormities, the people of Rome obeyed without 


murmuring, and this pontiff's friendſhip was courted 
by al the potentates in 1 ; | 


„1e XI. had many reaſons for deſiring the 
friendſhip of Alexander. He wanted to be divorced 
from his wife Joan, the daughter of Lewis XI. who 
was crooked and. ugly, and with whom he had lived 
in wedlock upwards of twenty-two- years, - without 


having any. children. No law, but the law of nature, 


could authoriſe ſuch a ſeparation z and yet diſguſt and 
and policy made it neceſſary. The king diſliked his 
wife, and was deſirous of poſterity. Anne of Bri- 
tanny, the queen dowager, ftill retained that tender- 


neſs which ſhe had felt for him, when duke of Or- 


irans, His paſſion for her was not yet extinguiſhed 3 
auc unleſs he married her, or at leaſt if ſhe married 
another, Britanny.muſt be for ever diſmembered from 
the F rench monarchy. 


Tuxsz were powerful motives; but the authority 
af the holy ſee was neceſſary to give a ſanction to 


&, © 


's 9. Paul. Jov. Arnoldi Feroni. 
| M 


them, 


* " 


1 - * * - - 
hy e 
4 _ 8 1 


. 


I 


THE HISTORY. 0 F 


PARTI. them. It had long been cuſtomary to apply to the Pope 
e iſſion to marry a relation, or put 
« 5.48. or permifion to marry. , put away a 


wife: Lewis applied to Alexander VI. who never 
ſcrupled at any indulgence in which he could find his 
intereſt. The bull of diyorce was iſſued; and Czfar 


Borgia was ſent with it into France, with power to 


negociate with the king on the ſubje&t of. his Italian 


claims. But this ſon of the church, in a double ſenſe, 


did not leave Rome till he was aſſured of the duchy 


of Valentinois, a company of one hundred armed men, 
and a. penſion of twenty thouſand livres. All theſe 
Lewis not only agreed to, but alſo promiſed to pro- 
cure for him the ſiſter of the king of Navarre. The 


ambitious Borgia, though a cardinal and an arch- 
biſhop, now changed his eccleſiaſtical character for a 


. ſecular one; and pope Alexander granted, at one and 

_ the ſame time, a diſpenſation for his ſon to quit the 
church, and for the king of France to quit his wife, 

| Matters were quickly ſettled between Lewis and the 


queen dowager, and the F rench prepared for a freſh 


| invaſion of. . 


* n enterprize Lewis had the EO on his 
fide, who were to have a ſhare in the ſpoils of the 
Milaneſe. The emperor Maximilian, 'whoſe buſineſs 


10. Du Clos. Guiceiardini. Some kinds relative to this ſepart 


tion are ſufficiently curious to deſerve notice, Lewis XII. pretended 


that he had never conſummated his marriage with the princeſs Joan, 
and the po admitted his aſſertion, as an argument for the divorce, 
But Joan herſelf, when queſtioned, declared in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, that the marriage had been conſummated. She even mentioned 


the time, place, and circumſtances: and on being aſked by the king's 


proctor, whether ſhe had not ſome natural deſcs, unuſual in her ſex, 
ſhe promptly replied, ** 1 know I am neither ſo well made nor well 
% favoured, as the greater part of my ſex; but I have no imperfection 
that renders me nofic for marriage! Proces du Divorce de Jones 
France, f 
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it was to have defended the duke of Milan, his father- 
in-law and vaſſal, was not at that time in a condition 
to aſſiſt him. He could with difficulty make head 
againſt the Swiſs, who had entirely freed themſelves 
from the Auftrian dominion ; He therefore acted, 
upon this occaſion, the feigned part of indifference, 


Tux French monarch terminated amicably ſome 
diſputes which he had with Philip the Handſome, the 


emperor's ſon, and father of Charles V. and this 


Philip did homage to France for the counties of 
Flanders and Artois, Lewis likewiſe renewed the 
treaty concluded by Charles VIII. with England; 


and being now ſecure on all ſides, he made his army 


croſs the Alps, On, 


Tais army did not exceed twenty thouſand men 
yet in the ſpace of twenty days, the French made 
themſelves maſters of the duchy of Milan and the re- 
public of Genoa, while the Venetians occupied the 
territory of Cremona, The king, clad in ducal 
robes, entered the city of Milan, in triumph ; and the 
duke, Ludovico Sforza, being betrayed, ſoon after, 
by the Swiſs in his pay, was ſent priſoner into France, 
and ſhut up in the caſtle of Loches, where he lay un- 
pitied during the remainder of his days 1, 


| Coup Lewis here have ſet bounds to his ambition, 
ſatisfied with the conqueſt of Milan, he was enabled 


by his ſituation to preſcribe laws to all the Italian 


princes and ſtates, and to hold the balance among 
them, But the defire of recovering the kingdom, of 


Naples engaged him in new projects; and as he fore- 


11. Brantome. Cuicc:a dini. 
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PART L ſaw oppoſition from Ferdinand, the Catholic king 
$37 — who had formerly expelled the French from th 


country, and who was connected both by treaties aud 


affinity with Frederic, king of Naples, he endes. 


voored by offers of intereſt, to which the cars of that 


monarch were never deaf, to engage him in an oppo. 
ſite Confederacy. A plan was accordingly ſettled for 
the expulſion of Frederic, and the partition of hi 


A. p. 1501. dominions. Frederic, unable to refiſt the force of 


the combined monarchs, each of whom was far his 
- ſuperior | in power, reſigned his ſceptre. But he had 


Iu the ſatisfaction to ſee Naples prove the ſource of con. 


tention among his conquerors. Lewis and Ferdi. 
d, though They had concurred in "making the con- 


queſt, differed about the divifion of it. From allies 


they became enemies; and Gonſalvo de Cordova, 


partly by the exertion of thoſe military talents which 


A. D.1503. gave him a juſt title to the appellation of the Great 


o 


Captain, beſtowed upon him by his countrymen, partly 
2 ſuch ſhameleſs and frequent violations of the moſt 
ſolemn engagements, as leave an indelible ſtain upon 
his memory, {tripped the French of all they poſſeſſed 


in the Neapolitan dominions, and ſecured the entire 


- poſſeſſion of the diſputed kingdom to his no leſs 
en maſter 13, 8 
| 8 VI, ſubdued the fiefs 
in Romania by the arms of his ſon Ceſar Borgia. 
There is not one act of oppreſſion, ſubtle artifice, he- 
roic courage, or atrocious villainy, which this ſon 
left unpractiſed. He made uſe of more art and dex- 
terity to get poſſeſſion of eight or ten little towns, 
and to rid himſelf of a few noblemen, who ſtood in 
his way, than Alexander the Great, Julius Czſar, 


12, Paul. Jov. © Guicciardini, Mezeray. 
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Gengiz-Kan, or Tamerlane had employed-to ſubdue LETTER - 
the greater part of the hibitable globe. Every thing ae 
ſeemed to conſpire to his aggrandiſement. His father A. D. 1503. 
was armed with the ſpiritual, and he with the temporal 
power of the church. But his good fortune was of 
ſhort duration: he laboured, without knowing 1 it, for 
the 4 8 85 of St, Peter. 


3 VI. died in 1 503, and left behind him 
a more deteſtable memory in Europe than Nero or 
Caligula had done in the Roman empire; the ſane- 
tity of his ation adding a double tinge to his guilt, 
The papacy, however, was indebted to him for an 
acceſſion to its temporal dominions. Cæſar Borgia 
loſt all the fruits of his crimes, and, the church profited 
by them, Moſt of the cities which he had conquered 
choſe another maſter, on the death of his father; and 
pope Julius! II. obliged him ſoon after to deliver up 


the reſt, 
.  AranDoNED by friends, allies, and relations, Bor- 
gia, in a ſhort time, had nothing left of all his wicked 
greatneſs ; and, to complete his miſerable cataſtrophe, 
he who had betrayed ſo many, was at laſt betrayed, 
Gonſalvo de Cordaya, the Great Captain, with-whom 
he had truſted his perſon, ſent him priſoner into, 
Spain, Lewis XII. took from him the duchy of Va- 
lentinois and his penſion, All the world forſook him. 
Having found means, however, to eſcape from priſon, . 
he ſought, refuge in Navarre ; and courage, which 
is not properly a virtue, but a happy qualification, 
common alike to the wicked and the virtuous, did not 
deſert him in his diſtreſſes. While in this aſylum, 
he ſtill maintained every part of his character. He 
| carricd 


** 
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— 


4 . 1503. army of the king of Navarre, his father: in- lav; 


during a war which that prince entered into by the 
_ perſuaſion of Borgia, to diſpoſſeſs his vaſſals of their 
eſtates, as this inhuman tyrant had robbed the yaſſal 
of the Holy See. He was ſlain fighting 3: Agb. 
rious end!“ ſays Voltaire; but it is ſarely only glo- 
rious to fall in a good caſe, and Borgia's was con 
Fefledly. a bad one. We have ric 8 therefore, 
to think his fall too favourable. He wrought his own 
ruin, after having complete: 4 diſgrace; a leſſon 
more ſtriking, than if he had ſuffered 7 the hands of 
the public executiotier; | | 


' A.D.1504- 14 81 XII. made a new attempt to recover the 
kingdom of Naples, and was again diſappointed, This 
. ſecond diſappointment was occaſioned by the ambition 
ofhis miniſter, cardinal d' Amboiſe, who ſold his maſter's 
' Intereſt for a promiſe of the papacy ; by the policy of 


A. D. 1505. Ferdinand, and by the bravery of the Great Captain, 


Lewis was now fincerely. defirous of peace; and will- 

3 ing to ſecure the poſſeſſion of Milan, he engaged, by 
. the treaty of Blois, to pay the emperor Maximilian 
a large ſum for the inveſtiture of that duchy. By 
this treaty alſo, the king of France promiſed his 

daughter in marriage to Charles of Auftria, grand- 

ſon of Maximilian and Ferdinand, with Britanny, 

Burgundy, and all his Italian acmlaions, as her 

dower, in caſe he died without heirs male. But 

this article of the treaty was wiſely oppoſed by the 

A. D. 1506. ſtates of France “; and the princeſs Anne was given 


in marriage to the count of Angouleme, firſt prince 


of the blood, and oem pas heir to the crown, 


14. — tom. iv. Henault. tom. i. 
afterwards 


Rag, 13. Ibid. 


PART I. Dans on intrigues, and he commanded in perſon the 
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afterwards Francis I; Thus Britanny,. which had LETTER 
been twice annexed to the French edge and — 


rated with it, and Oey alſo _ preſerved. 


F*-14 


Donnie the courſe of theſe tranſactions [fabella, 
queen of Caſtile died, and Philip of Auſtria went 
to take poſſeſſion: of that kingdom, as heir to his mo- 
ther · in Ww. He alſo died in a ſhort time; and, to 
the aſtoniſhment of all Europe, left the king of France 
gorernor to his ſon Charles. | 

Tas balance of power was now happily poiſed a- 
mong the principal European ſtates, and might long, 
haye maintained general tranquillity, had not the 
aftive and enterpriſing genius of an ambitious pontiff, 
excited anew the flames. of war and diſcord among 
them, But the cauſe of that diſcord, my dear Philip, 
and its conſequences, muſt be inveſtigared in a future 
letter, | 
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Evzorz from the 1 of CaMBRAY 1 th 
Death. of Lars XII. 5 


e JOLIVS U.. to whom the popel are \particulaty 
indebted for their temporal dotninion, had formed 


| == the project of driving all foreigners out of Italy. But 


4 


he. was deſirous in the firſt place, of humbling the Ve. 


netians, who had not only declined entering into his 
views, but had refuſed to reftore the places which 
they had diſmembered from the territory.of the church, 


The league of Cay" was the conſequence of thei 


refuſal. 


Lr us take a view of FR republic, which excited 


the jealouſy of ſo many princes and Rates, and cement. 


ed this famous confederacy. 


Venice, my dear Philip, took its riſe, as I hare 
had occaſion to notice, duringthe inroads of the Bat. 
barians, in the fifth century. The little iſlands of the 
Adriatic gulf afforded an aſylum to the neighbour- 
ing inhabitants, who originally»lived by fiſhing, and 
afterwardsgrewrich and powerful by commerce. "They 
- again got footing on the Terra Firma; and Venice 
now extended her dominion from the lake of Como 
to the middle of Dalmatia. The Turks had defpoiled 
her of what ſhe had taken from the Chriſtian empe- 
rors in Greece; but ſhe ſtill retained the large iſland 
of Cantliz or Erete, and ſoon got poſſeſſion of Cyprus. 


\ | 
Tux civil conſtitution of Venice, eftabliſhed on 2 


firm baſis, * ſuffered no confiderable alteration for 
even 


4 
- 


MO-DERN EUROPE. 1 
ſereral centuries; and the republic, during the ſame LETTER 
courſe of time, had conducted its affairs with an uni-. 
form and vigorous ſpirit of policy, which gave it great AD. * 
advantage over other ſtates, whoſe views and meaſures 
changed as often as the form of their government, or 
the perſons who adminiſtered it. But the conſtitu- 
tion of this republic had one eſfential fault; it wanted 
1 counterpoiſe to the power of the nobles. and did - 1 
dot offer proper encouragement to the common peo- A 
ple. No private citizen of Venice can riſe to the 5 
rank of a ſenator, or occupy mw conſiderable employ- 
ment in the ſtate, 


Sven a partial ariſtocracy, which lodges all power 
in the hands of a few members of the community, is 
naturally jealous. The Venetian nobles diſtruſted 
their own ſubjects, and were afraid of allowing them 
the uſe of arms: the military force of the republic, x 
therefore, conſiſted wholly of foreign mercenaries, 

Nor was the command of theſe ever truſted to noble 

Venetians, Jeſt they ſhould acquire ſuch influence 

over the army as might endanger public liberty, A, 

ſoldier of fortune was placed at the head of the armies . 

of the commonwealth 5; and to obtain that honour ; 
was the great object of the Italian Condottieri, or leaders 

of bands, who made a trade of war, during the four- 

teenth and fifteenth centuries, and hired out troops to. 

different princes and ſtates l. , 


A REPUBLIC that diſarmed its ſubjects, and ex- 
cluded its nobles from military command, muſt have 
carried on warlike enterprizes at great diſadvan- 
tage; but! its commerce was an inexhauſtible ſource 
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of opulence. All the nations in Europe depended upp 
un Venetians, not only for the precious commodities 
of the Eaſt, which they imported by the way of . 
gypt, but for various manufactures fabricated by 
them alone, or finiſhed. with a dexterity, and clegang 
unknown in other countries. From this extenſyc 
commerce, the ſtate derived ſuch immenſe ſupplie, 
as concealed the vices in its conſtitution, and eg. 
abled it to keep on foot ſuch armies as Were an over, 
match for the force which any of its neighbours could 

bring into the field. Venice became an object of ter. 
ror to the Italian ſtates. Her wealth was viewed nith 
envy by the greateſt monarchs, who could not vie 
with her private citizens in the magnificence of their 
buildings, i in the richneſs of their dreſs and furniture, 
or in ſplendor and elegance of living. And Julia 
II. whoſe ambition and abilities were equal to thoſe 
of any pontiff who had ever ſat on the papal throne, 
by working upon the fears of the Italians, and upon 
the avarice of the princes beyond the Alps, induced 
them to form againft this proud republic one of the 
' moſt extenſive confederacies that Europe had ever 


Tax emperor, the king of France, the king of 
pain, and the pope, were prigcipals in the league of 
' Cambray, to which almoſt all the princes of Italy ac- 
ceded ; the leaft conſiderable of them hoping for ſome 
ſhare in the ſpoils of a ftate, which they deemed to 
be devoted to inevitable deſtruction. The Venetians 
might have diverted this ſtorm, or have broken 1ts 


force; but with a preſumptuous raſhneſs, to which 


there 1s nothing fimilar in the courſe of their hiſtory, 
they waited its approach. The impetuous valour of 
the French rendered ineffeQual all their precautions 


for the ſafety of the * ö and the battle of a 
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nadel, fought near the river Adda, entirely ruined - 


ſeized all the towns which they held in the ecclefiaſti- 


cal territories 3 and Ferdinand re-annexed the places 
which they had got poſſeſſion of on che coaſt of Cala - 


bria, to his Neapolitan dominions, Maximilian, at 
the head of a powerful army, advanced towards Ve- 
nice on one ſide; the French puſhed their con- 


queſts on the other; and the Venetians ſurrounded | 


by ſo many enemies, and left without one ally, ſunk 
ſtom the height of preſumption to the depths of de- 


ſpair. They abandoned all their territories on the 


continent, and ſhut themſelves up in their capital, as 


their laſt refuge, and =o ouly pions which N hoped 
to praerve *, 1 | 


ſorts having thus, in the humiliation of the Ve- 
netians, attained his firſt object, began to think of 
the ſecgpd, more worthy of his enterpriſing penn 
« the expulſion of every foreign power out of Italy.“ 
For this purpoſe it was neceſſary to diſſolve the League 
of Cambray, and ſow diſſenſions among thoſe princes 
whom be had formerly united. He abſolved the Ve- 
detians, on their ceding to him the places claimed by 
the Holy See, from that anathema which had been 
pronounced againſt them ; and he concluded an alliance 
with the republic againſt thoſe very French whom 
he had called in to oppreſs it. Their imperiouſneſs 
had rendered them peculiarly obnoxioustothe Italians; 
and Julius II. who was a native of Genoa, was greatly 
defirous of revenging upon Lewis the triumphant oſ- 
tentation with which he had puniſhed the revolt of that 
city, whoſe records he cauſed to be burnt, and whoſe 


1 Guicciardini. Mezeray. Hiſt. de Ia Ligue faite a Cambray, par M. 
PAbbe du Bos. 
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 FMWE:E STOR YOPF- 
principal citizens he obliged to kneel at the foot of hig 
throne, while he pronounced their ſentence; which, 
after all, was only to pay a trifling fine. On Lewis, 
therefore, the haughty pontiff was determined that 
the tempeſt firſt ſhould fall; and, in order to pave the 
way for this bold project, he at once ſought for a 
ground of quarrel with that monarch, and courted 
the alliance of foreign princes. He declared war 


againſt the duke of Ferrara, the confederate of Lewis; 


he ſolicited the favour of Henry VIII. whohad lately 
aſcended the-throne of England, by ſending him a ſa- 
cred roſe, perfumed with muſk,. and anointed with 
chriſm: he detached Ferdinand from the league, and 
drew him over to his party, by granting him the 
full inveſtiture of the kingdom of Naples; and what 
he chiefly valued, he formed a treaty with the Swiſs, 
whoſe fubſidy Lewis had refuſed to. auginent, and 
whom he had offended by ſome contumelious expreſ- 


ons 7, 


Tux confederacy of Cambray being thus diſſolved, - 
the face of affairs ſoon began to wear a very different 
appearance in Italy. The Venetians, now recovered 
from their conſternation, were able to make head a- 
gainſt the emperor, and even to regain part of the ter- 
ritory which they had loſt. I he pope and his allies 
made war upon the duke of Ferrara, the ally of France. 
They were oppoſed by the French troops, and obliged 
to raiſe the fiege of Bologna; but they afterwards 
formed that of Mirandola, where Julius appeared in 
perſon, viſited the trenches, haſtened the operations, 
and entered the breach, with all the ardour of a young 
ſoldier in purſuit of military glory 4. | | 


23. Id. Ibid, Spelm. Concil. 4. Guicciardini, 
WES LEwis, 
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Lew rs; in the meantime; was at a loſi how to ict: LETTER 


over-awed by bis veneration for the vicar of Chriſt,, © 
he was afraid to let his generals take thoſe advantages * 
which fortune threw in their way. He was, there- 

fore, defirous to diveſt Julius of that ſacred character, 

which chiefly rendered him formidable. With this 

view, in conjunction with Maximilian, who was him- 

ſelf ambitious of the papacy, and by the authority 

of ſome diſguſted cardinals, he ſummoned a general 

council at Piſa, in order to reform the church, and , 
check the, exorbitancies of the ſovereign pontiff, A. P. 1511. 8 
But Lewis was as irreſolute in ſupporting the council, 4 
asin inſtructing his generals. Julius ſaw his timidity, | N 
and availed himſelf of it. He ſummoned a council 
at the Lateran: he put Piſa under an interdict, and 
all the places that ſhould give ſhelter to the ſchiſmatical 
council; he excommunicated the cardinals and pre- 
lates who attended it; he even pointed his ſpiritual 
thunder againſt the princes who adhered to it: he 
freed their ſubjects from all oaths of allegiance, and 
gave their dominions to every one who could. take 
poſſeſſion of them. 1 


ABIT ION lays hold of the flighteſt pretences to 
accompliſh its deſigns. The crafty Ferdinand, who 
had obtained the ſurname of Catholic, but who re- 
garded the cauſe of the pope and of religion ſolely as 
a cover to his ſelfiſh politics, made this anathema of 
Julius a pretext for robbing the king of Nayarre of 
his dominions; as an ally of France, and conſe- 
quently included in the bull fulminated againſt the 
adherents of the council of Piſa. The method which 
he took to effect this conqueſt, was no leſs fingular 
than the meaſure, Henry VIII. his ſon-in-law, na- 


3. Spelm. Conci, IE 
N 2 | turally 
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PART I. turally ſincere and ſanguine in temper, was moved 

AD. 1551. with a hearty deſire of protecting the pope from that 
oppreſſion, to which he believed him expoſed from 
the French monarch. Impatient alſo of acquiring that 

diſtinction in Europe, to which his power and opu- 
lence entitled him, he could not long remain neuter 
amid the noiſe of arms: he was, therefore, led to 

_ Join that alliance, which the pope, Spain,' and Ve- 
nice, had formed againſt Lewis. Ferdinand faw his 
intemperate- ardour, and made him the nen 
of has ell L2G 0922p 


Pix artful prince, who conſidered his cloſe con- 
nexion with Henry only as the means of taking ad- 
vantage of his inexperience, adviſed him not to invade 
France by the way of Calais, where he himſelf ſhould 
not have it in his power to aſſiſt him: he exhorted 
him rather to ſend forces to Fontarabia, whence he 
could eafily make a conqueſt of Guienne, a province 
in which it was imagined the Engliſh had ſtill ſome 
adherents. ' He promiſed to forward this conqueſt by 
the junction of a Spaniſh army: and fo zealous did 
he ſeem to promote the intereſts of his ſon-in-law, 
that he even ſent veſſels to England, in order to 
tranſport the forces which Henry had- levied for that 
purpoſe. But the marquis of Dorſet, who command- 
ed the Engliſh army, was no ſooner landed in Gui- 
puſeoa, than Ferdinand ſuggeſted the neceffity of firſt 
ſubduing the kingdom of Navarre, which lies on the 
frontiers between France and Spain, 


| DoxrsET, however, having no orders to make war 
any where but in France, refuſed to take any part in 
that enterprize : he therefore remained in his quarters 
at Fontarabia, But ſo ſubtle was the contrivance of 
i | Ferdinand, 
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Ferdinand, that the Engliſh army, even while it lay LETTER | 
jn that fituation, was almoſt equally ſerviceable to his Ly: 
rpoſe, as if it had acted in conjunction with his 


own. It kept the French army in awe, and prevented 


it from advancing to ſuccour the kingdom of Na- 


varre; ſo that the duke of Alva, the Spaniſh general, 
having full leiſure to conduct his operations, after 


ſubduing the ſmaller towns, made himſelf maſter of A A 
| Pampeluna, the capital, and obliged John d' Albert 


the ſovereign, to ſeek refuge in France, Dorſet was 
obliged to return to England, with his army much 
diminiſhed by want and fickneſs, without being able 
to effect any thing for the intereſts of his maſter 
and Henry, enraged at his ill ſucceſs, was with dif- 
ficulty made ſenſible of the fraudulent conduct of 
Ferdinand, his deceitful father-in-law*, _ 

WHiLE theſe things were tranſacting on the other 
fide of the Pyrenees, events of ſtill greater moment 
happened beyond the Alps. Though the war which 
England waged againſt France, brought no advantage 
to the former kingdom, it was of much prejudice to 
the latter; and by obliging Lewis to withdraw his 
forces from Italy, loſt him the ſuperiority which his 


arms, in the beginning of the campaign had ac- 
quired in that country. Gaſton de Foix, his nephew, 

had been entruſted with the command of the French 
forces; and at the age of twenty-three, exhibited, | 
in a few months, ſuch feats of military ſkill and va- 


lour, as were ſufficient to render illuftrious the life 
of the oldeft general. His career terminated with the 
famous battle of Ravenna; which, after the moſt ob- 
ſtinate diſpute, he gained over the Spaniſh and papal 
armies, He periſhed the moment his victory was 


is Oo Herbert, Hift. Hen. VIII. Polyd. Virg. | 
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complete, and with him periſhed the fortune of the 
French arms in Italy. The Swiſs, who had now 
rendercd themſelves formidable by their bands of dif. 
ciplined infantry, invaded the duchy of Milan with 
a numerous army, and excited its inconſtant inhabi- 
tants to a revolt againſt the dominion of France. 
Genoa followed the example of that duchy; and 
Lewis, in the courſe of a few weeks, totally loſt his 
Italian conqueſts. Maximilian Sforza, the ſon of 
Ludovico, was again reinſtated in the poſſeſſion of 


Milan, and the Genoeſe recovered their liberty 7, 


Tux expulſion of the French gave much pleaſure to 
the pope ; more eſpecially as he owed it to the Swiſs, 
whom he had honoured with the title of Defenders f 
the Holy See, and whoſe councils he hoped always to 
govern, Julius II. however, enjoyed this ſatisfaction 
but a ſhort time. He died ſuddenly, at an advanced 
age, and was ſucceeded in the pontificate by John of 
Medicis, fon of the celebrated Laurence, who had 
governed Florence with ſo much reputation, and ob- 
tained the appellation of Father of the Muſes. ohn 
took the name of Leo X. and proved one of the moſt 
illuſtrious pontiffs that ever ſat on the papal throne, 
Humane, generous, affable, the patron of every art, 
and the friend of every virtue, he had a foul no leſs 
capable of forming great defigns than his predeceſſor ; 
but he was more delicate in employing means for the 
execution of them. By the negociations of Leo, who 
adhered to the political ſyſtem of Julius, the emperor 
Maximilian was detached from the French intereſt ; 
and Renry VIII. notwithſtanding his diſappoint- 
ments in the former campaign, was ftill encouraged 
to proſecute his warlike meaſures againſt Lewis“. 


7. Guicciardini. 8. Father Paul. Guicciardini. Herbert. 
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In order to prevent diſturbance from Scotland, while rs ig 


the Engliſh arms ſhould be employed on the continent, 


Henry diſpatched an ambaſſador to James IV. his AD. 1513. 


brother-in-law, with inſtructions to accominodate all 
differences between the two kingdoms. Some com- 
plaints had already been made on both fides ; but 
matters might eaſily have been ſettled, had it not 
been for Henry's projected invaſion of France, which 
rouled the jealouſy of the Scottiſh nation The an- 
cient league which ſubſiſted between France and 
Scotland, was eſteemed the moſt ſacred bond of con- 
nection, and univerſally believed by the Scots, eſſen- 


tial to the preſervation of their independency againſt 


a people ſo much ſuperior as the Engliſh, Henry's 
ambaſſador therefore eaſily foreſaw, though James 
ſtill made profeſſions of maintaining a neutrality, 
that a war with Scotland would in the end prove in- 
eritable; and he gave warning of the danger to his 
maſter, who ſent the earl of Surry to put the borders 
in a poſture of defence, and to reſiſt the expected in- 
road of the enemy 9, 


MEanwHirLe the king of England, all on fire for 
military fame, invaded France by the way of Calais. 
But of all the allies, on whoſe affiſtance he relied, the 
dwils alone fully performed their engagements, Ma- 
ximilian, among others, failed to perform his; al- 


though he had received, in advance, a ſubſidy of an 


hundred and twenty thouſand crowns. That he might 
make ſome atonement, however, for his breach of 
faith, he appeared in perſon in the Low Countries, and 
joined the Engliſh army with a ſmall body of German 
and Flemiſh troops, that were uſeful in giving an 


9. Buchanan. Drummond, Herbert. 
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PART I. example of diſcipline to Henry's new levied forces, 
3 The emperor carried his condeſcenſion yet farther, 


_ Engliſh wonarch ; wore the croſs of St. George, aud 
received a hundred ducats a day for the uſe of his 
table. 


undertook was the ſiege of Terouane, a town ſituated 
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He did not pretend, with a handful of men, to a& a 
an auxiliary, but enliſted himſelf in the ſervice of the 


An emperor of Germany, ſerving under a king of 
England, and living by his bounty, was ſurely a ſpec. 
tacle truly extraordinary ; but Henry treated him with 
the higheſt reſpect, and he really directed all the ope- 


rations of the war. The firſt enterprize which they 


on the borders of Ficardy. During the attack of this 
place was fought the famous battle of Guinegate, 
where the cavalry of France fled at the firſt onſet, 
and in which the duke of Longueville, Buſſi d'Am- 
boile, Clermont, Imbercourt, the chevalier Bayard, 
and many other officers of diſtinction, were made pri- 
ſoneis. This action, or rather rout, is commonly 
called the Battle of Spurs; becauſe the French, on that 
occaſion, made more uſe of their ſpurs than their mi. 
litary weapons **, 


AFTER ſo conſiderable an advantage, Henry, who 
was at the head of a complete army of fifty thouſand 
men, might have made incurſions to the gates of Paris, 
and ſpread confuſion and deſolation every where, It 
therefore gave Lewis great joy, when he heard, that 
the king of England, inſtead of puſhing his victory, 
had returned to the ſiege of Terouane. That place, 
however, was ſoon obliged to capitulate, and the an- 


To. Polydore Virg. 11. Hifi. de Chev. Bayard. Mm. de Belle. 
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neties of the French were again renewed with regard LETTER 
o the motions of the Engliſh, The Swiſs at the 


ame time had entered Burgundy with a formidable A. D. 1513. 


my ; and the Catholic king, though he had made a 
truce with Lewis, ſeemed diſpoſed to ſeize every ad- 
natage which fortune ſhould preſent to him. Never 


vas the French monarchy in greater danger, or leſs 


in a condition to defend itſelf againſt thoſe power- 
ful armies which aflailed or threatened it on every 


ſide. 


Lewis, though fruitful in expedients, was now eat 


z loſs what courſe to follow, or where to place his ſafe- 


ty; his troops were diſmayed, his people intimidated, 
and he had no ally to affiſt him. But France was ſaved 
by the blunders of her enemies, The Swiſs allowed 
themſelves to be wheedled into a negoclation by Tre- 
mouille, governor of Burgundy, without enquiring 
whether he had any powers to treat; and that noble- 
man, who knew he ſhould be diſavowed by his maſter, 
ſtipulated whatever they were pleaſed to demand, hap. 
py to get rid of ſuch dangerous invaders at the ex- 
pence of a little. money and many empty promiſes. 
Henry diſcovered no leſs ignorance in the conduct of 
war, than the Swiſs in negociation. By the intereſt- 
ed counſel of Maximilian, he laid ſiege to Tournay, 
which then belonged to France, and afforded the 
troops of that kingdom a paſſage into the heart of the 


Netherlands. Soon after the reduction of this place, 


which nowiſe advanced the conqueſts of Henry, he 
was informed of the retreat of the Swiſs; and as the 
ſeaſon was now far advanced, he thought proper to 
return to England, and carried with him the greater 


12. Mem. de Fleuranges, Guicciardini. 
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iſſue of a campaign much boaſted of by the Engliſh 
monarch ; but which, all circumſtances conſidered, 
was unprofitable, if not inglorious. | 


Tre ſucceſs which, during this ſeaſon, attended 
the Engliſh arms in North Britain was more deci. 
five, James IV. had aſſembled the whole force of his 


dominions, and croſſed the Tweed at the head of 2 


brave, though tumultuous army of fifty thou. 
ſand men. But inſtead of making uſe of the opportu- 
nity, which the abſence of Henry afforded him, to 
puſh his conqueſts, he waſted his time in the arms of a 
fair captive. His troops became diflatisfied, and he- 
gan to be pinched with hunger ; and as the authority 
of the prince was yet feeble among the Scots, and mi- 
litary diſcipline extremely lax, many of them ſtole 
from the camp, and retired homewards, Meanwhile 
the earl of Surrey, having colle&ed a body of twenty- 
fix thouſand men, approached the enemy, who lay on 
ſome high ground near the hills of Cheviot, He drew | 
them from their ſtation, by feigning to enter their 
country; and an obſtinate battle was fought in the 
field of Flouden, where the king of Scotland and the 
flower of his nobility were flain **, — Henry, on this 
occaſion, diſcovered a mind truly great and generous, 
Though an inviting opportunity was now offered him 
of extending his dominion over the whole ifland, he 
took compaſſion on the helpleſs condition of his ſiſter 
Margaret, and her infant ſon ; and readily granted 
peace to Scotland, as ſoon as it was applied for. 


Soo after this peace, which put Henry in a con- 
dition to proſecute his views on the continent to more 


13. Buchanan, Drummond, Herbert. 
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\lyantage, as he had nothing to fear from his nor- 


hera neighbours, a general pacification took place 


between the contending powers. Lewis renounced 
te council of Piſa, now transferred to Lyons, and 
Leo X. granted him abſolution. Ferdinand the Ca- 


tholic renewed the truce with France; and he and 


Maximilian entered into a treaty with Lewis for the 
marriage of his ſecond daughter, Rence, to Charles, 


prince of Spain, their common grandſon. Lewis. 
linſelf eſpouſed the princeſs Mary of England, and 


greed to pay Henry a million of crowns, the arrears 
ve by the treaty of Eſtaples. Theſe two monarchs 
iſo entered into an alliance for their mutual de- 
ſence *% . 


Lewis XII. thus reſcued from his numerous dif- 
feulties, had the happineſs of beholding once more 
lis affairs in good order, and all Europe in tranquil- 
ity, But he enjoyed this happineſs only a ſhort while. 
Enchanted with the beauty and elegant accompliſh. 
ments of his young queen, he forgot in her arms his 
alranced age, and was ſeduced into ſuch a round of 
raiety and pleaſure as proved very unſuitable to his 
leclining health '5, He died about three months 
alter the marriage, in his fifty-fourth year, and when 
he was meditating anew the conqueſt of Milan— 
mich was left to immortaliſe the name, and ſwell 
the misfortunes of his ſucceſſor, 


14 Du Tillet. 

1. Brantome, Eloge de Louis XII. © The good king,” ſays another 
Writer, „ for the ſake of his wife, totally altered his manner of living. 
„Whereas before he uſed to dine at eight o'clock in the morning, he now did 

not dine till noon, He had alſo been accuſtomed to go to bed at fix in the 

" evening, and he now frequently ſat up till midnight. ” (Hiſt. de Chev. 
byerd.) Nothing can mark more ſtrongly than this paſſage the dif- 
ference between the mode of living in that and the preſent age ! 
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THe is no perfection in human beings, my dest 
Philip, and conſequently not in kings, whatever the; 
Hatterers may tell them; but few men, either prince 
or ſubjects, ſeem to have poſſeſſed more ſocial a 
benevolent virtues than fell to the ſhare of Lewis XII 
He was univerſally beloved by his people : the popy 
lace and the nobility equally adored him, and unaqi. 
mouſly called him their Father; a title with whic 
he was particularly pleaſed, and which he made it th 
ſtudy of his life to deſerve, He began his reign with 
aboliſhing many taxes; and at the time of his death, 
notwithſtanding his wars and his diſaſters, he had i. 
miniſhed the public burdens above one half. His very 
misfortunes, or, in a political ſenſe, his errors, en- 
deared him to his ſubjects; for it was well known, 
that he mightthave maintained his conqueſts in Italy, 
if he would have levied larger ſums upon his people, 
But his heart would not permit him to diſtreſs them: 
he eſteemed any loſs light, compared with that of 
their affections. His moderation was no leſs remark- 
able than his humanity. Whea told that ſome of his 
courtiers ſmiled at his ceconomy, which they conſ- 
dered as too rigid, and that certain authors had taken 
the liberty to ridicule it in their writings, he was by 
no means diſpleaſed. I would rather,” replied he 
magnanimouſly, * that my people ſhould laugh at 
«© my parſimony, than weep at their own op- 
c preſſions 16.“ 
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fi, general View of EUROPE continued, from the Acceſſion 
„ FRaNC1s I. in 1515, to the Death of the Emperor 
MaxIMILIAN, in 15193 including the Riſe of the 
REFORMATION in GERMANY. 


France by his ſon-in-law Francis, count of An- 


xenius, it was foreſeen, would ſoon difturb the peace 
of Europe. Young, brave, ambitious, and enter- 
müng, he immediately turned his eyes towards 
aly, as the ſcene of glory and of conqueſt, His 
firſt object was the recovery of Milan. But beſore 
te ſet out on that expedition, he renewed the treaty 
which his predeceſſor had concluded with England; 
ad having nothing to fear from Spain, where Fer- 
linand was on the verge of the grave, he marched his 
amy towards the Alps, under pretence of defending 
his kingdom againſt the incurſions of the Swiſs, In- 


had taken up arms, at the inftigation of the pope, in 
order to protect Maximilian Sforza, duke of Milan, 
hom they had reſtored to his dominions, and thought 
themſelves bound in honour to ſupport. 


Tuksg hardy mountaineers took poſſeſſion of all 
thoſe paſſes in the Alps, through which they thought 
the French muſt enter Italy; and when informed 
that Francis had made his way into Piedmont, by a 
ſeret route, they deſcended undiſmayed into the 
plain, and gallantly oppoſed themſelves on foot to the 
neavy-armed cavalry of France, The two armies 
met 


formed of his hoſtile intentions, that warlike people 


EWIS XII. was ſucceeded on the throne of IETTER 
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PARTI, met at Marignan, near Milan; where was fought on 
A rn: of the moſt furious and obſtinate battles mentioned in 
Sept. 13. the hiſtory of modern times. The action began to. 
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wards evening: night parted the combatants; hy 
next morning the Swiſs renewed the attack with yn. 
abated ardour, and it required all the heroic valour 
of Francis to inſpire his troops with courage ſufficieq 
to reſiſt the ſhock. The Swiſs, though broken at la 
by the cavalry, and galled by the cannon, long kept 
their ground; and did not retire till they had loft up. 
wards of twelve thouſand of their beſt troops, about 
one half of their whole number. The loſs of the 
French was very conſiderable: twenty thouſand men 
fell on both ſides; and the old mareſchal Trivulzio, 
who had been preſent at eighteen pitched battles, uſed 
to declare, that in compariſon of the battle of Marie. 
nan, every other engagement he had ſeen was but 
the play of children, but that this was a combat of ber”, 


Tus ſurrender of the city of Milan, and the con- 
queſt of the whole duchy, were the conſequences of 
this victory. Maximilian Sforza reſigned his claim, 
in conſideration of a penſion; and Francis having 
concluded a treaty with the pope, and with the Swiſs, 
returned into France leaving to Charles duke of Bour- 
bon the government of his Italian dominions“. 


In the mean time the ſucceſs and glory of the 
French monarch began to excite jealouſy in the breaſt 


of the old emperor Maximilian: nor was the rapid 


progreſs of Francis, though in ſo diſtant a country, 
regarded with indifference even by the king of Eng- 
land. Henry diſpatched a miniſter to the court of 


Vienna, with fecret orders to propoſe certain pay- 
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. But that 


crriſon, and hearing that twelve thouſand Swiſs 
ere advancing to its relief, retired haſtily into Ger- 
may; made peace with France and with Venice, 
ded Verona to that republic for a ſum of money, 
nd thus excluded himſelf, in ſome meaſure, from all 


future acceſs into Italy 3, 


Ta1s peace, which reſtored univerſal tranquillity 


te Catholic, and the ſucceſſion - of his grandſon 
(harles to his extenſive dominions ; an event which 
kd long been looked for, and from which the moſt 
mportant conſequences were expected. Charles, 
wo had hitherto refided in the Low Countries, 
hich he inherited as heir of the houſe of Burgundy, 
mas now near the full age of ſixteen, and poſſeſſed a 
collection and ſedateneſs much above his years; 
at his genius had yet given no indications of that 
lperiority, which its maturer ſtate diſplayed, That 
apcious and deciſive judgment, which afterwards 
irefted ſo ably the affairs of a vaſt empire, was left 
bbe diſcovered by thoſe great events to which it 
dre birth, and thoſe occaſions which made it neceſ- 
ay, At preſent there was little call for it. 


Cakdinar Ximenes, archbiſhop of Toledo, a 
ron of equal virtue and ſagacity, had prudently 
been appointed, by the will of Ferdinand, ſole regent 


To Ibid. 


of 


b Europe, was preceded by the death of Ferdinand 


191 


nents to the emperor; and Maximilian, who was LETTER 
wer ready to embrace any overture to excite freſh 
,oubles, and always neceſſitous, immediately in- 
aded Italy wich a confiderable army. 
nine being repulſed before Milan, by the French 
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of Caſtile, till the arrival of his grandſon, This 
man, whoſe character is no leſs ſingular than illuſtti. 
ous, who united the abilities of a great ſtateſman 
with the abje& devotion of a ſuperſtitious monk, aud 
the magnificence of a prime miniſter with the auſte. 
rity of a mendicant, maintained order and tranquil. 
lity in Spain, notwithſtanding the diſcontents of 2 
turbulent and high- ſpirited nobility, When they dif. 
puted his tight to the regency, he coolly ſhewed them 


the teſtament of Ferdinand, and the ratification off 


that deed by Charles ; but theſe nor ſatisfying them, 
and argument proving ineffectual, he led them inſen- 
fibly towards a balcony, whence they had a view of 
a large body of troops under arms, and a formidable 
train of artillery. “ Behold,” ſaid the cardinal] 
raiſing his voice, and extending his arm, * the 
4c powers which I have received from his Catholic 
« Majeſty : by theſe I govern Caſtile ! and will go- 
« yern it, till the king, your maſter and mine, ſhal 
& come to take poſſeſſion of his kingdom.“ A decla- 
ration ſo bold and determined ſilenced all oppoſition, 


'and Ximenes maintained his authority till the ar 


rival of Charles . 


Tuner fate of this miniſter merits our attention, 
though not immediately connected with the line of 
general hiſtory, The young king was received with 
univerfal acelamations of joy; but Ximenes foun 
little cauſe to rejoice, He was ſeized with a violen 
diſorder, ſuppoſed to be the effect of poiſon j and 
when he recoyered, Charles, prejudiced againlt him 
by the Spaniſh grandees and his Flemiſh courticrs 
flighted his advice, and allowed him every day te 


4 Flechicr, Vie d Minen. 
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fnk into neglect. The cardinal did not bear this LETTER 


. 8 LV. 
treatment with his uſual firmneſs of ſpirit, He ex- Lu 


man pected a more grateful return from a prince; to whom . P. 15170 
and he delivered a kingdom far more flouriſhing than it 
ſte. 


had been in any former age, and authority more ex- 
tenfive and better eſtabliſhed than the moſt illuſtrious 
of his anceſtors had ever poſſeiled. Conſcious of his 
own integrity and merit, he could not therefore re- 
frain from giving vent, at times, to indignation and 
complaint. He lamented, the fate of his country, 
ind foretold the calamities to which it would be ex- 
poſed from the -1nfotence, the rapaciouſneſs, and the 
gnorance of ſtrangers. Theſe paſſions agitated the 
ful of Ximenes, when he received a letter from the 
king, genteely diſmifling him from his councils, un- 
der pretence of eaſing his age of that burden, which 
he had ſo long and ſo ably: ſuſtained, T his lettet 
proved fatal to the miniſter, His haughty mind could 
wt endure diſgrace, nor his generous heart the ſtings 


of ingratitude : he expired a few hours after reading 
It 5, | 


Wut Charles was taking poſſeſſion of the throne 
of Spain, in conſequence of the death of one grand- 
father, another was endeavouring to obtain for him 
tie imperial crown, With this view Maximilian aſ- 
ſembled a diet at Augſburg, where he ſtrove to gain A. D. 1518. 
tie favour of the electors by many acts of benefi- 
cence, in order to engage them. to chuſe that young 
prince as his ſucceſſor. But Maximilian himſelf hav- 
ng never been crowned by the pope, a ceremony 
deemed eſſential in that age, as well as in the preced- 
ing, he was conſidered only as king of the Romans, 


urtiers, 


day te 
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or emperor ele; and no example occurring in hiſtory 


of any perſon being choſen ſucceſſor to a king of the 


Romans, the Germans, ever tenacious of their forms, 


obſtinately refuſed to confer upon Charles a dignity 


for which their conſtitution knew no names, 


Bur the diet of Augſburg had other bufineſs, Thi. 
ther was ſummoned Martin Luther, for “ propagit- 


« ing new and dangerous opinions.” Theſe opini- 


ons were no other, my dear Philip, than the firſt prin. 
ciples of the Reformation ; which ſoon diffuſed them. 
ſelves through Germany, which were afterwards em- 
braced by ſo many nations, and which ſeparated one 
half of Europe from the Romiſh church. Of the 
origin of this great ſchiſm ſome account will be ne- 
ceſſary : for although I would by no means engage 
you in theological diſputes, you ought to know the 


grounds of a controverſy, which produced ſo re- 


markable revolution in the religious world, in the 
creeds and ceremonies of Chriſtians, that you may be 
the better enabled to judge of its effects upon ſo- 
ciety ; upon induſtry, literature, policy, and morals, 
In that light only I mean to conſider it: the road to 
Heaven | leave to heavenly directors. 


In the courſe of theſe Letters I have had occaſion 
to obſerve the riſe of the pope's ſpiritual power, as 
well as of his temporal dominion; to trace the pro- 
greſs, and to remark the abuſes of each, A repeti- 
tion here would therefore be unneceſſary. The ſpi- 
ritual deſpotiſm of Gregory VII. the temporal ty- 
ranny of Alexander VI. and the bloody ambition ol 
Julius II. make too ſtrong an impreſſion on the mind 


6 Barre, tom. vi. 
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to be ſoon effaced. After that enormous ptivilege LETTER 


which the Roman pontiffs aſſumed of diſpoſing of 


trowns, and of releaſing nations from their oath of A.D. 1318. 


allegiance, the moſt pernicious to ſociety was that of 
abſolving individuals from the ties of moral duty, 
This dangerous power, or one equivalent to it, the 
pe claimed as the ſucceſſor of St. Peter, and the 
keeper of the ſpiritual treaſury of the church, ſup- 
poſed to contain the ſuper-abounding good works of 
the ſaints, together with the infinite merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Out of this inexhauſtible ſtorehouſe of ſu- 
rerabundant merit, his Holineſs might retail, at 
pleaſure, particular portions to thoſe who were defi- 
cient, He aſſumed, in ſhort, and directly exerciſed, 
the right of pardoning fins; which was, in other 
nords, granting a permiſſion to commit them; for 
lit is known, as had long been the caſe in the Ro- 
niſn church, at what price the puniſhment of any 
ctime may be bought off, the encouragement to vice 
1s the ſame as if a diſpenſation had been granted be- 
fore hand, And even that was frequently indulged, 


Tax influence of ſuch indulgences upon morals, may 
ealy be imagined ; eſpecially in ages when ſuper- 
tion had filenced the voice of conſcience, and rea- 
lon was bewildered in Gothic darkneſs; when the 
church had every where provided ſanctuaries, which 
not only ſcreened from the arm of the civil magiſtrate 
perſons guilty of the greateſt enormities, but often 
enabled them to live in affluence. Yet that great hi- 
lorian, and profound philoſopher, Mr. Hume, has 
endeavoured to prove, that proteſtant writers are mi- 
taken in ſuppoſing, that a diſſolution of morals ſhould 
enſue, „ becauſe a man could purchaſe for a ſhilling, 
an indulgence for the moſt enormous and unbearg of 
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ec erimes'!” But you, I hope, will think «ther. 
' wiſe, when you have duly weighed the foregoing 


conſiderations. 


Ms. Hume ſeems here to have forgot, that all men 
are not philoſophers: or, blinded by the love of pa- 
radox, to have loſt fight of common ſenſe. He ſeems 
even to have loft ſight of his argument; for he adds, 
that „ after theſe indulgences, there ſtill remained 
cc hell- fire, the civil magiſtrate, and the remorſes of 
ce conſcience,“ to awe mankind to their duty. Now 


the firſt of theſe aſſertions is literally falſe ; for the 


very, words of an indulgence bore, that it "reſtored 


the perſon to whom it was granted, „ to that inno- 


c cence and purity which he poſſeſſed at baptiſm ;” 

and, according to the doctrine of the Romifh church, 
the infant is then fit for heaven. But the indulgence 
did not ſtop bere: it concluded thus; * fo than when 


„ you die, the gates of puniſhment ſhall be ſhut, 
. and the gates of the paradiſe of delight ſhall be 


% opened*,” The terror of the civil magiſtrate, 28 
have already ſhewn, could be very ſmall, when the 
church afforded thelter to every criminal "that fought 
her ſanctuaries, and took into her boſom the whole 


body of the clergy. Conſcience, indeed, fo often te- 
preſented by this doubting ſage as an erring guide, 
as a principle ſuperinduced and local, conſcience 


could not be baniſhed the human breaſt ; but its 
voice, if not entirely filenced by ſuperſtition; was too 
feeble to be liſtened to by the ſelf-deluding and head- 
ſtrong paſſions of man, when flattered by the hope, or 
encouraged by the aſfurance of a papal indulgence. 


; 1 
7 Hiſt. of England, vol. iv. note A. Z. Seckend. Comment lib. i. 
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THESE indulgences, or plenary pardons, of which LETTER 
have been led inſenfibly to ſpeak, and which not V 
only ſerved as a remiffion of fins to the living, but as T5 7518. 
a releaſe to the dead from the pains of purgatory, 
were firſt invented by Urban II. as a recompence for 
thoſe who engaged in the wild expeditions to the Holy 
Land, They were afterwards granted to ſuch as con- 
tributed money for, that or any other pious purpoſe ; 
and the ſums ſo raiſed were frequently diyerted to 
other uſes. They were employed to ſwell the tate, 
to furniſh the luxuries, or accompliſh the ambitious 
enterprizes of the popes. John XXII, reduced this 
piritual traffic into a ſ yſtem; and Leo X. that great 
patron of arts and of letters, having exhauſted the 
papal treaſury in rewards to men of genius, in magni- 
icent works, and expenſive pleaſures, thought that 
e might attempt, without danger, thoſe pious frauds 
ſo ſucceſsfully practiſed by the moſt ignorant of his 
predeceſſors ; Leo publiſhed a general ſale of Indul- 


fences. 


lr any thing could apologize for a religious cheat 
hat tends to the ſubverſion of morals, Leo's apology 
vs ready, He was engaged in building that ſuperb 
temple, St. Peter's cathedral, founded by his predecęeſ- 
or, and the Turks were preparing to enter Germany, 
lle had no occaſion to forge pretences for this exten- 
lon of papal ' authority, But Leo, though a polite 
cholar, and a fine gentleman, was but a pitiful pope. 
Liberal minded himſelf, and ſurrounded by liberal 
minded men, he did not foreſee, that the lamp of 
knowledge, which he held up to mankind, would light 
tem to the abode of Superſtition; would ſhew them 
her errors, her impoſtures, her uſurpations, and their 
on laviſh condition, He did not reflect, that impo- 
O 3 ſitions 
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PART I. ſitions employed with ſucceſs in one age, may prove 
n. dangerous experiments in another. But he had ſoon 

e to remember it. 


Tux abuſe of the ſale of indulgences in Germany, 
where they were publicly retailed in alchouſes, and 
where the produce of particular diſtricts was farmed 

. out, in the manner of a toll or cuſtom, awakened the 
indignation of Martin Luther, an Auguſtine friar, 
and profeſſor of theology in the univerſity of Wit. 
temberg. Luther was alſo incenſed, it is faid, that“ 
the privilege of vending this ſpiritual merchandiſe had 
been taken from his order, and given to the Domi- 
nicans. But, be that as it may, he wrote and he 
preached againſt indulgences. His writings were read 
with avidity, and his diſcourſes were liſtened to with 
admiration. He appealed to reaſon and ſcripture, for 
the truth of his arguments, not to the decifions of 
councils, or of popes, A corner of the veil was now 
Happily lifted. The people, ever fond ef judging for 
themſelves (and in matters which concern themſelves 
only, they have an undoubted right, ) flattered by 
this appeal, began to call in queſtion that authority 
which they had formerly reverenced, which they had 
blindly adored ; and Luther, ecaboldened by ſuccels, 
extended his views, and ventured to declaim againſt | 
other abuſes. From abuſes he proceeded to uſurpa- 
tions; from uſurpations to errors; and from one et- 
ror to another, till the whole fabric of the Romilh 
church began to totter. 


Leo, in the mean time, alarmed at the progreſs of 
this daring innovator, had ſummoned him to anſwer 
for his doctrines at Rome, But that citation was te- 


mitted at the interceſſion of Frederic, ſurnamed the 
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Wiſe, elector of Saxony, who had hitherto protected 
Luther; and his cauſe was ordered to be tried in Ger- 
many, by cardinal Cajetan, a Dominican, eminent 
for ſcholaſlic learning, and the pope's legate at the 
imperial court. For this end, among others, Cajetan 
attended the diet at Augſburg; and thither Luther 
repaired without heſitation, after having obtained the 
emperor's ſafe- conduct, though he had good reaſon to 
decline a judge choſen from among his avowed adver- 
aries. The cardinal received him with decent reſpect, 
and endeavoured, at firſt, to gain him by gentle treat- 
ment; but finding him firm in his principles, and 
thinking it beneath the dignity of his ſtation to enter 
into any formal diſpute, he required him, by virtue 
of the apoſtolic powers with which he was veſted, to 
retract his errors, (without ſhewing that they were 
ſuch) and to abſtain, for the future, from the publi- 
cation of new and dangerous opinions. Luther, who 
had flattered himſelf with a hearing, and hoped to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf in a diſpute with a prelate of ſuch 
eminent abilities, was much mortified at this arbi- 
trary mode of proceeding. His native intrepidity of 
mind, however, did not forſake him: he boldly re- 
plied, that he could not, with a ſafe conſcieace, re- 
nounce opinions which he believed to be true ; but 
offered to ſubmit the whole controverſy to the judg- 
ment of the learned, naming certain univerfities. 
This offer was rejected by Cajetan, who {till inſiſted 
on a ſimple recantation; and Luther, by the advice 
of his friends, after appealing to a general council, 
ſecretly withdrew from Augſburg, and returned to 
bis own country . The progreſs of this extraordi- 
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PARTI. nary man, and of that reformation to which he gave f 


\ birth, I ſhall afterwards have occaſion to trace. cb 
Tux diet of Augfburgh was ſoon ſollowed by the » 
A. D. 1519 death of the emperor Maximilian; an event in itſelf 
of little moment, as that prince had, for ſame years, 5 
ceaſed to be of any conſequence. But as it left va- 
cant the firſt ſtation among Chriſtian princes, of 
which two great monarchs were equally ambitious, it 
became memorable by its effects. It gave riſe to a 7 
competition, and awakened a jealouſy, which threw | 
all Europe into agitation; it broke that profound 
peace which then reigned in Chriſtendom, and kindled 
wars more general and laſting than any which mo- 
dern times had beheld. —But before we enter on that ; 
intereſting æra, I muſt carry forward the Progreſs of 
Society; notice the improyements in arts and in let; 


ters, and exhibit ſome account of thoſe great naval 5 
diſcoveries, which produced ſo important a revolu- 
tion in the commercial world, and gave to Europe 3 . 
pew continent, while religion and ambition were de- , 
F Populating the old. Meanwhile it will be proper to 3 
remark, That, during the reign of Maximilian, Ger: ſ 
many was divided into Circles, in each of which 2 5 
provincial and particular juriſdiction was eſtabliſhed, 5 
to ſupply the place of a public and common tribunal, : 
In this reign alſo was inſtituted the Imperial Cham- 1 
ber, compoſed of judges nominated partly by the em- b 
peror, partly by the ſeveral ſtates, and veſted with 1 
authority to decide finally concerning all differences 
among the members of the Germanic body. The 
Aulick Council too, which takes cogzinance of all feu- B 
dal cauſes, and ſuch as belong to the emperor's im- th 
mediate juriſdiction, received under this prince a new | 
2 form, 


9 
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form . By theſe regulations, order was given to LETTER. | 


that confuſed government, and ſome degree of vi- x | 
gour reſtored to the imperial authority, A. D. 1519. 


LETTER LIVE: © , 


The Progreſs of SOCIETY in EUROPE, from the Begin- ; 
ning of the Fourteenth, to * Middle of the Sixteenth 
Century. 


E have already, my dear Philip, traced the LETTrR 
Progreſs of Society to the beginning of the LV 

' fourteenth century. We have ſeen corporation- char- 
ters granted; civil communities formed; and the 
great body of the people, releaſed from that ſervitude 
under which they had ſo long groaned, applying them- 
ſelves to trade and induſtry. We have allo ſeen uni- 
rerſities generally eftabliſhed 3 the ſtudy of the Ro- 
man law introducing a more perfect ſyſtem of juriſ- 
prudence 3 an acquaintance with the learned lan- 
guages awakening an ambition of literary merit; man- 
ners taking a more liberal turn, and commerce be- 
rinning to circulate the conveniencies of life. But 
Society had ſtill many advances to make, before it ar- 
rived at that ſtate of refinement, in which we now 
behold it, or to which it had attained under the pon- 
liicate of Leo X. 


Tuts advances it is now our bufineſs to trace. 
By the way, however, I muſt remind you, That, in 
the courſe of the general narrative, I have taken oc- 

10. Dutt. De Pace Publica Imperii ; 


caſion 
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men. I have alſo had octaſion to mention the nen 
* ſyſtem adopted by princes, for national defence and 
fſafety, by maintaining a balance of political pomer, 
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| PARTI, cafion. to notice the Progreſs. of Society with reſped | 


to the command of national force; the vigour which 


government acquired, by the increaſe of the royal 
5 authority; ; the alterations Which took place in the art 


of war, in conſequence of the invention of gun. 
wder; the eſtabliſhment of ſtanding armies, and the 
upplies. neceſſary for the ſupport of ſuch a body « 


and the means by which that ſyſtem was perfeQed, 


1 mall, therefore, devote this letter ſolely to ſuch 


objects as cannot come within the line of genen 
hiſtory; the progreſs of manners, of arts, and of po- 
lite literature. The ſciences, as fince cultivated, were 
not yet known, True of pe Fs to Fm 
modern ra. 


"Ms: are no "RON in poſſeſſion of the'con- 
veniencies of life, than they begin to aſpire after its 
elegancies. About the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, ſuch a taſte became general in Europe. The 
Italian cities, which had early acquired liberty, and 
obtained municipal charters, carried on, at that time, 
a flouriſhing trade with India, through the ports of 
the Red Sea. They introduced into their own coun- 
try manufactures of various Kinds, and carried them 
on with great ingenuity and vigour, In the manu- 


facture of filk in particular, they made ſq rapid a pro- 


greſs, that, about the middle of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, a thouſand citizens of Genoa appeared in one 
proceſſion, clad in filk robes. They attempted new 


arts; among which may be numbered, the art of 


taking impreſſions from engrayings on plates of cop- 


per, the manufacture of cryſtal glaſs for mirrors, of 


* made of linen rags, and of earthen ware in imi- 
6 tation 
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tation of procelain. And they imported from wars. Fs ER. 


mer climates the art of raiſing ſeveral natural produe- 
tions, formerly unknown in Europe, which now fur. 
nich the materials of a lucrative and extended com- 


merce ; particularly the cplture'of ſilk, and the plan- | 


tation of the ſugar-cane.. Originally the produce of 


Afia, and eſteemed peculiar to the Eaft, the ſugar=cane 


was tranſplanted from the Greek iſlands into Sicily, 
from Sicily into Italy, from Italy into Spain, and 


from Spain and Portugal into the newly 9 
ilands 1 in the Weſtern ww . 


* 


Tur diſcovery of thoſe iſlands, * alſo of the 
American continent, was the effect of another modern 
invention, namely the Mariner's Compaſs; which, by 
rendering navigation at once more ſecure and more 
adyenturous, facilitated the intercourſe between re- 
mote nations, and may be ſaid to have brought them 
nearer to each other. 


dor the progreſs of navigation, and the diſcove- 
ries to which it gave birth, demand a particular Letter, 


Yet here I muſt obſerve, that commerce, during the 


fourtcenth and fifteenth centuries, was by no means 
confined to the Italian ſtates. Flanders had long been 
as famous for the manufacture of linen and woollen 


cloths, as Italy was for that of filk. All the wool of 
England, before the reign of Edward III. except a 


{mall quantity wrought into coarſe cloths for home 
conſumption, was ſold to the Flemings or Lombards, 
but chiefly to the former, and manufactured by them; 
and it was not till the middle of the fifteenth century 


(6 late were « our anceſtors of availing themſelves of 


3 Guicjardini, Deferit. Paz Boſs 


their 
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liſh were capable of fabricating cloth for forciga 
markets, Bruges was at once. the ſtaple for Engliſh 
wool, for the woollen and linen manufactures of the 
Netherlands, for the naval ſtores and other bulky com. 
| modities of the North, and for the precious commodi. 
ties of the Eaſt, as well as domeſtic productions, car. 
ried thither by the Italian ſtates . It was the greateſt 


emporium in Europe. 


Sr . L340 3. BAR: 2r 8 
Norhixe ſo much advances ſociety” as an inter- 
courſe with ſtrangers. In proportion as commerce 
made its way into the different countries of Europe, 
they. ſueceſſively turned their attention to thoſe ob- 
JeRts,. and adopted thoſe manners, which occupy and 
| diffioguiſh, poliſhed nations. Accordingly we find 
the Italians and Flemings.taking the lead in the libe. 
ral as well ag in the commercial arts, and exhibiting 
the firſt examples of cultivated u TEE, 
__PainTiNG and architecture were revived in Italy 
toward the end of the thirteenth century, They con- 
tigued to make rapid progreſs under different maſters, 
and were both carried to perfection during the period 
under review. Tapeſtry, then in high eſtimation, 
had long been manufactured with the greateſt inge- 
nuity in the. Lom Countries; and the Flemings, in 
Fe ers ecame painters and architects, before the 
reſt of Europe were furniſhed with the neceſſary arts. 
bent and Bruges, Venice and Genoa, were ſplen⸗ 
did cities, adorned with ſtately buildings, while the 
| inhabitants of London and Paris lived in wretched 
cottages, without ſo much as a chimney to carry up 
e ſmoke. The fire was made on the ground in the 


2 Id. id: Anderton, #39" Com. vol. i. 


middle 


4 4A S was ao. O Aras HS whos 


GP:s <0: 00” 0 IM 


ud 5 N nn 0 


middle of the apartment, and all the family far round IRT 


it, bke the Laplanders in their hütss. This rude 
nethod of building and liyitig continued to be com- 
kin confiderable towns, both ini! France and Eng- 


mo 
land, as Jars” ae the 8 of n bs cen- 
190 5 W & 1341 Af £752 prey 
fury. 4182 * 10 4 1 21¹¹ "ers 4 3 n 


bete e Thiere are Went to keeps 
pice with each other. But 'this obſervation ſcems" to 
have been made without due attention; to have been 
for ried | into a maxim by ſome dogmatiſt, and impli- 
citly adopted by. ſuecgeding untere; Tor if epic 
to the abſtract ſciences, 1 it ſeems equally void of fourt- 
ation, whether we conſider the fact itſelf,” the na- 
ture of thoſe ſciences, or the manners of the literati 
in different ages. 'Politeneſs ariſes from the habits 
of ſocial life, and the intercourſe of men and of na- 
tons; it is therefore more likely to ac com- 
merce than learning. But it muſt be allowed, at the 
ſime time, that manners receive their laſt poliſh from 
works of imagination and ſentiment; which ſoften 
tie mind by pictures of natural and moral beauty, and 
mee it to e and or econ. try Is 
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- Tavka ee EX: ut Philip, . leat 
us to the moſt curious and. intereſting inquiries ; 45. the 
reyival of letters; and the progreſs of genius and man- 


ners“ The method in which you now-ſtudy hiſtory, 
does not permit me to treat thoſe ſobjects ſo fully as 
their 1 importance may ſeem to require; yet ſhall I 


take care to omit nothing eſſential for a gentleman to 
know, while I ſtudioufly avoid every thing that be- 
longs to the mere antiquary. An attempt to trace, 


with critical anda,” through, * and * 


- 


* 
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ages 
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. ages, the obſcure. ſources of refinement, is like tra- 


2 velling over barren mountains and uninhabited de. 


8 | JO 54 PR ot 


farts, in ſearch of the remote fountain of the Nile, 


inſtead of contemplating the accumulated majeſty a 


chat river; when, greatly bountiful, its my ſterious 
waters ſhed health and plenty over an extenſive king. 


dom, and furniſh the 'means of an enriching con. 
merce, which feeds and employs millions, and call; 
forth every power of che mind, N cheriſhes a 
G FV 


1 firſt 8 ey 5 the revival of 
Hokies in Europe, was the erection of ſchools under 


: lay preceptors. Alfred and Charlemagne, thoſe early 
' Juminaries of the modern world, had ſhed a tempo. 


rary luſtre over the ages in which they lived. They 


had encouraged learning both by their example and 


| patronage, and ſome gleams of genius began to break 
forth; but the promiſing dawn did not arrive at per- | 


Fe& day. The ſchools erected by theſe great mo- 


narchs were confined ſolely to the churches and mo- 
naſteries, and monks were almoſt the only inſtruftors 


of youth. The contracted ideas of ſuch men, partly 


_ ariſing from their mode of life, partly from their re- 


ligious opinions, made them utterly unfit for the com- 
'munication of liberal knowledge. Science, in their 
hands, degenerated into a barbarous jargon, and ge- 


nius again ſunk in the gloom of ſuperſtition. A long 
night of ignorance. ſucceeded. Learning was con- 
| fidered as dangerous to true piety, and darkneſs was 


neceſſary to hide the uſurpations of the clergy, who 


were then cxalting themſelves on the ruins of the ci- 


vil power. The ancient poets and orators were re- 


preſented as ſedveers to the path of deſtruction. Vir. 


Ly and * were the pimps of hell, Ovid a le- 
eherous 
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. cherous fiend, and Cicero a vain declaimer, impi- LETTER | 
3 ouſly elated with the talent of heatheniſh reaſoning, — 
y Ariſtotle's s logic alone was recommended, becauſe it 
f was found capable of involving the EmpleR argu- 
ments, and perplexing the plaineft truths. It became 
the univerſal ſcience : and Europe, for almoſt three 
centuries; produced no compoſition that can afford 
pleaſure to a claffical reader. Incredible legends, un- 
edifying homilies, and trite expoſitions of ſcripture, 
were the only labours of the learned during that dark 
But the gloom at laſt began to diſappear, 
and the ſceptre of Knowledge was wreſted from the 
hand of Superſtition.” Several enlightened perſons a» 
mong the laity, who had ſtudied under the Arabs i in 
Spain, undertook the education of youth about the 
beginning of the eleventh century, in the chief cities 
of Italy; and afterwards in thoſe of France, Eng- 
land, and Germany, Inſtruction was communicated 
- ina more rational manner: more numerous and more 
uſeful branches of ſcience were taught; a taſte for 
ancient literature was revived ; and ſome Latin po- 
ems were written, before the 8 of the twelfth cen 


tury, not unworthy of the latter times of the Roman 
empire (. | 


Tux human ſoul during this period, ſeems to have 
Touſed itſelf, as from a lethargy. The fame enthu- 
ſaſm, which prompted one ſet of men; to fignalize 
their valour in the Holy Land, inſpired another with 
the ardour of tranſmitting to poſterity the gallant ac- 
tions of the former, and of animating the zeal of 
thoſe pious warriors, by the fabulous adventures of 

er Chriſtian heroes. Theſe, performances were 


4: Wartou, I. of Engliſs Poetry, vol. i. 
compoſed 
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of claſſical eq 
all ſcienge 


of printing about che middle of the fifteenth, made 


dern with her ancient tate, and to contraſt the age 


_ fingular in the ſyſtem of Manners, . Women 


been confidered merely as objects of ſenſuality, or of 


one undiſtinguiſhed ruin the monuments of ancient 


1 


zus nis nf ON 


elegance, and no finall. degree of imagination. Bat 
many bars were gt in the way of literary; refinement, 

The taſte of the age was too xude to reliſh the heautic 
ation: the Latin language, in which 
s conveyed, was but imperfeRtly know 
to the bulk of readers; and the. ſcarcity of parch. 

ment, together with the expence of tranſcribing, ren. 

dered books ſo extremely dear, as to be only withig 

the reach ofa few. Learning, however, continued 

to adyance, in ſpite of every obſtruction; and the 

invention of paper in the fourteenth century, and 
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Knowledge ſo general Within a century after, that 
Italy began to compare, in arts and in letters, her mo- 


N en 1 
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Ix the mean time, a fogular revolution had taken 
place in the empire of Genius, introduced by one no 


among the ancient Greeks and Romans, ſeem to have 


domeſtic conveniency. They were devoted to a ftate 
of ſecluſion and obſcurity, had few attentions offercd 
them, and were permitted! to take as little. ſhare in 
the converſation; as in the ; general commerce of life, 
But the northern nations, who paid a kind of devo- 
tion to the ſofter ſex, even in their native foreſts, had 
no ſooner ſettled [themſelves in the provinces of the 
Roman empire, than the female character began to 
aſſume new conſequence. Thoſe fierce barbarians, 
who ſeemed to thirſt only for blood, who involved in 
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grandeur and ancient ingenuity, and who devoted to 
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be mes the Knowledge 6f ages; always forbore to LETTER 
t offet ad \vigletice to the women: They brought |, — 
. lotg With them the reſpectfuf gallantry of the _ 2 7 
$ which Mad *power to reſtrafu even their ſadage 
a city and they introduced into ehe Weſt of l 
« Wil 2 generofity of feneiment, #nd's-complaiſance toward 
the lallles, to which the eps... nations of an- 
tiquiry were rrangets. eb 311 of bagith 
dp nog mid 759mg 03h ff a5} yy {46 
"Favs. ſentiments, of generous, gallantry were fo- 
ſered by, the Wan of Chiyalry, which lifted wo: 
man yet higher in he ſcale, of lifs. Laſtead of being 
nobody 1 in ſociety, ſhe bers 1 primum mobilſ. Every 
knight devoting | 8 00 to danger, declared ec 
the humble eryant o ſome | ly, and that lady 
prderally the o ert of his 5 75 ; hr honour Was 155 
poſed to be intimately connedte with hie, and her 
fall was tlie reward of his valour : for her he ; at- 


tacked, for Ker he defended, and for ket te ſhed his 
blood.” "Coutig tage, animate, 705. fo powerful 4 motive, 
oft ght of every thing b enterprite. Incredible 
toils were en Fay endu?#ed;; itictedible actions were 
performed; and the boldeſt inventions of fiction were 
more than realized. The effect was reciprocal. Wo- 
men, proud of their influence, became worthy. of the 
heroiſm they had inſpired : they were not to be ap- 
proached but by the high · minded and the brave; and 
men, in thoſe gallant times, could only hope to be ad» 
mitted to the boſom of the chaſte fair, after having 
proved their fidelity and affectiqn by Jour of perie> , 
rerance and of peril, Rol 


Attutt An change took Pe in the Serke of 
mr, The perfect hero of antiquity was ſuperior to 
fear, but he made uſe of every artiſice to annoy his 


enemy: impelled by animofity and hoſtile paſſion, 
Vor, II, P like 


220 
_PaRTI. like the ſavage in the. American woods, he w | 
— 275 anxious of attaĩni ng. his end, without regarding whe. 
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ther, fraud or force were the means. But the try 
Koight,, or modern hero of the middle ages, Who 
ſeeme, in all his. rengounters,| to have had. his ehe 


on he judicial combat, or Judgment of God, had 


equal. contempt for ſtratagem 4nd danger. He! gir. 
dained to take advantage of his enemy: he deſited 


only to ſee him, and to combat him upon equal terms, 


85 truſfing 1155 Heaven would interpoſe i in behalf of the 


EE © TT Te 


of religion, of injured beauty, or a inno- 
cence, he was farther confirmed in this etithuſiaſtic 
vpitiioh,” By tis own heated imagination.” Strongly 
perſuaded that the deciſion muſt be i in his fayour, be 


Tought” as if under che influence of divine Inſpiration, 


rather than of military ardour *,. Thus the ſyſtemof 


F chiyal 77 by a fingularc 24.0 EW of manners, blended 


the herojc and ſanQified characters, united devotion 


and valour, zeal. and, zallantry, and reconciled the 


love of God and of the ladies. 1 


* þ . — — - - - 


- From theſe new manners atvle'! a new Heck of 
compoſition; namely the Romance, or modern be- 
roic fable. It was originally written in verſe : and 
by giving a new direction to genius, baniſhed for a 

time that vein of ancient poetry, which had been fo 
ſuccesfully revived and cultivated during the cleyenth 
and twelfth centuries.” Inventive poetry, however, 
loſt-nothing by this relapſe, Had claſſical taſte and 
judgment been ſo early eſtabliſhed, imagination muſt 
haye ſuffered: truth and reaſon, as an ingenious critic 
obſerves, would have chaſed before their time, thoſe 
viſions, of illufive fancy which delight to hover on 


„Ser Aar Arie, Chenalrie, par M. De la Curne de St Palaye. 
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tle gloöm of ſuperſtition, and which form fo con- LETTER. 


iderable"a part of- modern literature. We ſhould 
gilt have been ſtrangers to the beautiful eXtfayagan- 
ties of append — | 5 

Tens new | ſeries ee tobt 1 riſe 10 
the thirteenth century, among the Troubadours ot 
ninſtrels of Provence; and was originally written in 


the Provencal dialect, then the moſt poliſned and uni- 


verſal of any modern tongue: Theſe Troubadours, 


who ſeem to have been the lineal ſucceſſors of the 
Celtic bards; had followed in crowds to the Holy 


Land, the princes and nobles by whom they were pa- 
troniſed, - They had ſeen the riches and 'fplendvur 
of oriental cities, and the pomp of oriental princes : 
they had beheld the greateſt ſcene of war that modern 
times had yet exhibited. They had ſeen the combined 
armies bf Europe and of Afia encamp in the plains of 
Paleſtine } they had alſo ſeen them engage. Their 
imagination was inflamed by the ſumptuous equipages, 
forgeous- banners, atmorial cognizances, and grand 
pavilions; in which the champions of the croſs ſtrove 
to excel each other; but ſtill more by the enthufiaftic 
walour of the combatants: They had ſeen may 
wonderful things, and heard many marvellous tales 3; 
ind they gave to the whole, on their return, the co- 
louring of poetic fancy, heightened by all the exag- 


gerations of Afiatic imagery, and filled with all the 


extravagancies of Afiatic fiftion 5. 


Tux ignorance and credulity of the age, the ſuper- 


fitious veneration paid to the heroes of the cruſades, 


A and ne- 
domaneers; for I am unwilling to give up the Eaſt, with a certain learn- 


ed critic, the honour of the beautiful EI n 
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the frightGul.ideas formed of the infidels,, and the die 
ſtance of epuntry, made the wildeſt, conceptions of the 


poet be received with all the avidity of truth! The ro. 
mance became the favourite mode of compoſition; and 


as every kingdom in Europe had its valourous knights, 


every kingdom ſoon had its romances 7 and every ro. 


mance was nearly the ſame... Whether the ſeene way 


laid in ancient or in modern times, in Spain or in 


Syria, the ſame ſet of ideal beings were introduced, 


the ſame kind of plot was purſued, and the ſame man- 
ners were painted. A lady miraculouſly fair and chaſte, 
and a knight more than humanly braye and conſtant, 


encountering monſters, and reſiſting the allurements 
of enchantreſſes, ſormed the unt. work of all thoſe 


Wong 4 AT CAGE "ET Te. 


y 117 ant 42 r Nn 
* ae W Ga however, did not _ remain in 
this rude ſtate. The Romance, which had its riſe ia the 
manners of chivalry, and which rendered them ſtill 


more romantic, fell into diſrepute as ſoon as thoſe 


manners began to decline. It was ſucceeded by the 
allegorical tale; in which the virtues and vices, appe- 
tites and paffions, took the place of human beings, and 


were made ſubſervient to the defign of the poet. This 


ſhadowy production was followed by the Italian epic; 
which, like the heroic poem of the Greeks, conſiſts of 


< 2 compound. of mortal, immortal, and allegorical per- 


ſonages. Dante, Arioſto, and (AH, © arc 5 to 


have carried it to perfection. 


Dante, the father of Italian poetry, flouriſhed 
in the beginning of the fourteenth century. His I- 
fern, though full of extravagancies, is one of the 
| greateſt | efforts of human genius. No poem, ancient 


or modern, affords more firikiog inſtances of the true 
— — 2 ſublime, 


u EDN NUR OP 
ſoblime, and true pathetic v. He was ſuccecded by 1 
petrarch and Boceacie, ho e the Italian . 
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HCI NINE is the firſt modern poet, WG 0 
with claſſical elegance and urity. He. appears to 
have been intimately ac quainted with the beauties, of 
the ancierits, and to 1208 ſtudied their graces. His 
Canzoni, or lyrie pieces, have often all the eaſe of 
Horace, and all the deficacy of Tibullus. In man: 
of them, however, we diſcover a degree of that puerile 
conceit or affectution of wit, that perpetual effort to 
fay ſomething brilliant, which ſeems infeparable from 
Italian poetry ; and the Platonic ideas with Which all 
his paſſionate writings abound, though admired by his 
countrymen, as a decent veil to love, give to his cele- 
brated ſonnets to Laura too much the air of 'iymas 
to a divinity, to intereſt the human heart, «His elegy 
on the death of that Gay, whoſe gt A is well men, 


7. Since 2 firſt end of this work, Mr. Hayley has es 
the world an Eſſay on Epic Poetry; a performance, whatever may be its 
poetical merit, Which abounds with much good ſenſe and ſound criti- 
elm. And Tam happy to find my opinion of the higher Italian poets 
ſupported by the ſuffrage of an author, who poſſeſſes ſo large a ſhare of 
public favour. ' He thus concludes the character of Dante, after pd 
ouſly obſerving, that he raiſed to epic pomp his native tongue : | 

« Unequal ſpirit! in thy various ſtrain, 
Wick all their influence light and darkneſs reign; 
« In thy ſtrange verſe and way ward theme alike 
New forms of beauty and diſorder ſtrike; | 
Extremes of harmony and diſcord dwell, 
The ſeraph's muſic and the dæmon's yell! 
«© The patient reader, to thy merit juſt, | | 
n © With tranſport glows, and ſhudders with diſguſt, Das. 
Thy failings ſpring from thy diſaſtroys time ; 2: 
Sf; ſtronger beauties from a ſoul ſublime, 
* Whoſe vigour burſt, like the yolcano's flame, 
a NIE (er pete the ſphere of fame. 


2. Ne een en | 
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has boca much, and deſervedly admired. It partake 
f the faults, and of the beauties of all his compo. 
tions, as will appear from the following li 

. tranſlated by Sir e e 75 ye true 1 of 

the original. | He Leh, aft. 83-8: 


« Go, plaintive breeze, to Laura! 's REES be. 
10 Heave the warm ſigh, and ſhed the tender tear, 
«6 There to the awful ſhade due homage Pays | a 
| a And ſoftly thus addreſs the ſacred clay: . 
; 7 Say, envied earth, that doſt thoſe charms tel, . 
Where are thoſe cheeks, and where thoſe locks of gold? 
« Where are thoſe « eyes, which oft the muſe has ſung ? 
10 Whepe thoſe ſweet lips and that enchanting tongue? 
6 Ye radiant treſſes, and thou, nectat d ſmile, - 
| « Ye looks that might the melting ſkies beguile, 
| 10 Lou robbꝰd my ſoul of reſt, my eyes of ſleep, - 

* You caught me how (0-97; and ws to. Ong.” 6 


3 648170 has great and various merit. He is 
chiefly known as a proſe writer; and his proſe com- 
poſition is ſuperior, in purity bf dition, to that of 

every other Italian author. But if his modeſty bad 
not led him to commit to the flames his poetical per- 

FJormances, from an apprehenfion of their inferiorit 

to thoſe of his maſter Petrarch, he might poſſibly have 
appeared no leſs confidgrable ag a poet. One piece, 

which paterga] tenderneſs preſerved, and three others 

that eſcaped the general ruin, give reaſon for this o- 
pinion. The favourite piece is entitled the Theſcid; 

and although it confounds, like all the poems of that 
age, anciem and modern manners, times, and cete- 
monies, it abounds with ſo many native beauties, as 

to leave criticiſm only room for admiration. It is of 
the heroic kind; and the fable is better gonſtructed, 


| you filled with SAT Intereſting incidents, than * 
| gl 


2 ( 1 Ati. 
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of any Italian poem of the ſame period ꝭ. | I has been LETTER 


rendered into Engliſh, with alterations and additions, 
by Chaucer, under the name ob the Knight's Tal:; 
and; as modernized by Dryden, is perhaps: the moſt. 
animated and arg nnn. piece of manu 


0 * 
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| Twi ee of dees Wen with" the 


good tales, of the gay and facetious kind, than had 
then been produced by all other writers, ancient 
and modern, The moſt celebrated moderns; in 
that walk, have borrowed from it their beſt pieces. 
Chaucer and Fontaine, though they lived at almoſt 
tree hundred years diſtance” from each other, afe 
equally indebted to the Decameron. "Theſe tales of 
Boceacio are che firſt modern compoſitions that give 
us any idea of the manners of 'domeſtic*life; and both 
the ſtyle in which they art related, and the ſabjects 
which they unfold, prove that civilization mo then 


in an advanced date! in a. 17 ; LOTT 
(1651 + 100 3 . / ; x - | 5 We 71 ys 


Bur Ray was not the only country where ciyilizas: | 
tion had made advances. The Engliſh court was, at 


that time, the moſt ſplendid i in Europe, and one of 
ſhe moſt poliſhed, Thither many accompliſhed fo- 
reigners reſorted, to behold the grandeur, and to en- 
joy the bounty of the third Edward, The ſpoils of 

France ſwelled the pomp of Eogland; while a cap- 


. er bes elnipes/the Italian Mouſe | 
More varied uotes and different themes to chuſe ;_ 
4 = Themes which her voice had dar d not yet to ſound, 
9 Valour's heroic feats by beauty ext of k 
0352 "7 b LES ” a 14. Ibid. 
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wat in general, is founded on his Decameron; Which 
is, indeed, an enchanting work. It contains more 
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3 


i 


manners, by accuſtoming:its haughty and inſolent ha. 
rons tothe: exerciſe of mutual complaiſance. Edward 
Himſelf, and his illuſtrious- ſon, the Black ' Prince, 
were the examples of all chat was/great-in arms, or 


gallant in courteſy. They were the patrons and the 
mirrors of chivalry. The ſtately caſtle of Windſor, 


| built zn this heroit reign, ſaw the round table of king 


Arthur reſtored, and the order of the Garter infj. 


_ twted;; that glorious tribute to gallantry, and ſacred 


badge of honour... Tilta, tournaments, and pageants, 
wert conſtantly 4 ont _ penny 2 _—_ 
IO a 


bet ar od 

+» Taz 8 a the court of Edward, 
ad crowded'to ſuch ſpeQacles, arrayed in the richeſt 
habits, were the judges in choſe peaceful, though not 
always blaodles gombats; and the victorious knight, 
in receiving from the hand of beauty; the reward of 
his proweſs, becamę defirous of exciting other paſſions 
heide that of, admiration! He began to turn his eyes 
from fancy to the heart. He aſpited at an intereſt in 
the ſcat of the affectiong. Inſtead of the cold con- 


ſent of virtue, he ſought. the warm return of love; 


inſtead of acquieſcence, he demanded ſenſibility. Fe- 
male pride Was rouſed at ſuch a requeſt: aſſiduities 
and attentions were employed to ſoothe: it; and na- 
ture aud cuſtom, vanity and feeling, were long at 
war in the breaſt of woman. During the courſe of 
this ſentimental ſtruggle, which, bad-11g ; iſe in a more 
rational mode of thinking, which opened more free- 


dom of intercourſe, -and terminated-in our preſent 


familiar manners, the two ſexes mutually poliſhed 
each other; the 1 men acquired more ſoftneſs and ad- 


dreſi, the women more * and graces. 
8 {3 *. A 1 
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in a reign of ſo much herdiſm and gallantry,” the 1E : 


ty 

a Moſes were not likely to ſlecp. Jeffery Chaucer, he II. 
rd father of Eiigliſh poetry, was the brighteſt. ornament — 
7 of Edward's court. He addedito a lively. genius and 


a learned education, a thorough knowledge of life and 

manners. He was perfectly a, man of the world 
and had frequently viſited France and Italy, and 

| ſometimes under the advantage of a public character. 
He had ſtudied. the Italian and Provengal poets, was 
intimately, acquainted. with both languages, and. at. 
tempted ſucceſsfully all the kinds of poetry then in 
uſe. His tranflation of the The/eid of Boccace, I have 
already mentioned. He alſo. tranſlated, and greatly 

improved, the famous allegorical poem, called the Ro- 

mance of the Ro/e, written by William of Lorris and John 
of Meun, two celebrated French poets of thoſe times: 
and he compoſed. his Canterbury Tales after the model of, 
the Decameron. They abaund with much true humour 
and pleaſantry ; and, though chiefly. borrowed, entitle 
their author to a diſtinguiſhed rank among the writers 
of his age. The Prologues, in particular, which are 
entirely his own, contain a vein of moral ſatire that 
has not hitherto been exceeded. 


Cnavern, however, had many diſadvantages to 
ſtruggle with, from which his cotemporaries were in 
great meaſure free. William the Conqueror had 
attempted to extirpate the Engliſh tongue. The 
Norman langvage was ordered to be uſed in all public 
writings, and taught in all public ſchools. It was 

Aso the dialect of the court. That badge of ſlavery 
was only aboliſhed by Edward III. It had continued 
almoſt three hundred years. Chaucer had therefore 
to create, or at leaſt to form a new dialect. This 
circumſtance ought always to, be attended to in con- 


. che * of our venerable bard; as it. 


alone | 
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alone can account for that prodigious diſparity ob- 


—.— ſervable, after all his diligence, between the progreſi 


of Engliſn manners, and of the Engliſh language, 
Had things continued to proceed in their natural 
order, Chaucer's ftyle would now have been nearly 
as Ch as that of A 


Dor this bright aun of Engliſh 1 literature ind 
Engliſh refinement, was deeply obſcured by the civil 


wars that followed, and which continued, with little 


interruption, till the acceffion of Henry VII. Dor. 


ing that long period of anarchy, genius went to de. | 


cay; and the animoſities of faction had rendered the 
manners of the people almoſt altogether ſavage. The 


ſeverity of Henry's temper and government was little 


calculated to promote either letters or politeneſs ; and 
the religious diſputes, which took place under the 


reign of his ſon, were a new bar in the way of civi- 


lization. Chaucer had no ket, worthy of him- 


my till the days of Elizabeth, 


Lakhs: nee obltructed the l of l. 
terature in France, till the reign of Francis I. of 


whom I ſhall have farther occaſion to ſpeak, and who 


is defervedly ſtyled the Father of the French Muſes. 
Chants Royaiix, Balades, Rondeau, and Paſtorales, had 
taken place of the Provencal poetry, about the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century; but F roiſſart, who 
cultivated with ſucceſs this New Poetry, as it was 
called, was not equal to William of Lorris or John 


of Meun. The Romance of i =" Roſe was ſtill the fineſt 
French poem, | 


e in the mean time, continved to advance, 
with giant ſtrides, in Italy. A ſucceſſion of great 


poets followed Dante in the higheſt walk of the Muſe : 
at 


/ 
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the fixteenth century, and whoſe celebrated works 
are ſuppoſed to contain all that is excellent in poetry. 
The Orlando of -Arioſto is a wonderful production. 
It is formed upon the Gothic plan, if it can be ſaid 
10 have any, and conſequently is wild and extrava · 
gant ; but it abounds with ſo many, and ſuch various 
e that, whether confidered as a whole or in 

it commands our warmeſt approbation 9, The 
Ju truſalem of Taſſo is a more claſſical performance. It 
jz conſtructed after the Grecian model; and adds to 


zn intereſting and happily conducted fable, a number 
ol ftriking and well drawn characters, all operating to 


one end, together with a profuſion of beautiful ma- 
chigery, affecting ſituations, ſublime images, and bold 
deſerigtions . Voltaire prefors the firſt to the Oqhſſey, 


the ſecond to the lliad of Homer; but you, I hope, 


bar A juſter taſte of ſolid elegance, and gf hat 


. 4 High in mid air, W and earth, 
4 « The bard of pathos now, and now of mirth, 
« Pois d with his lyre between a Griffin's wings, 
* Her ſportive dar ing, Arioſto ſings. 
eh, « As the light cloud, whoſe varying vapours fly, 
« Hriven by the zephyr of the evening ſky, 
Fixes and charms the never-weary'd view, 
1 By taking A ſhape and ev'ry hue; 
7 So, by Varicty's ſupreme controul, 
= "2908 en n om Hog ſeize the willing ſoul.” 
| x Hayley, Eſſay #n Epic Poetry, Epiſt. iii. 


10. After having charagerized Arioſtn, Mr. Hayley proceeds this, 


in perie& conformity with the text: 
« Of chaſter fire a rival name ſucceeds, 7 
« Whoſe bold and glowing hand Religion leads: 
4 Tn ſolemn accent and in ſacred ſtate, : 
Wich olaſſie lore and Chriſtian zeal elate, 
e Sweetly pathetic, and ſublimely ſtrong, 
« Taſſo begins his more wajeſtic ſong; 
, The Muſe of Sion, not implor d in vain, 
| Guides to th* im d ſoul his heavenly train.” 
„ 8 | 8 Id. ibid. 
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Tun -pidglets of genius ia Italy, tber 4 abt : 
this period; was not confined" to poetry; and fill leh | 
to one ſpecies of it. Petrarch and Bbccncio had theit 
ſycceſfors, as well as Dante. The" dramatic talent 
began” to. diſcloſe” itſelf: "Theatrical repreſentatich 
was revived, Both tragedy and comedy had been at- 
| tempted with ſuccefs before the middle of the fix. 

- teenth century; but that muſital drama, which has 
Jong been ſo univerſal in Italy, and which, in er- 
cluding nature and probability, has enlarged the 
rng . of harmony, was yet in its infancy, aa 


7 Monro is one of the firſt ſciences that is culti- 
vated, and the laſt that is perfected in any country; 
The rude tale of the bard is accompanied. with the 
wild notes of his voice and harp, 1n order to atone for 
his want of ideas, and to engage attention; but as 
fable becomes more extenfive and rich, the legen- 
dary poet diſdains to court the ear with any thing but 
the harmony of his numbers, He relies for intereſt 
on the powers of imagination and ſentiment ; and 
theſe, without any adventitiousaid, produce their effect 
upon a people civilized, but Hot corrupted. The dra- 
matic writer, in like manner, obtains his end, for a 
time, by the happy diſpoſition of plot, the force of 
dialogue, and the ſtrength and variety of his charace 
ters. But in proportion as mankind become more re- 
ned, they become more effeminate ; and the luxury 
of ay! is found neceſſary to give to theatrical 
repreſentation its proper influence, Then, and not 
till then, does the muſical ſcience attain perfection; 
| and then- poetry begins: to decline, Every thing is 
ſung 
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ſong; every thing is compoſed. to be warbled thraugh I ET TEN 


te cunvch'6 e, and ſenſe is ſacrificed to ſound; 2 — : 


r n ants aba inn tin 
fo 3 a may be e to hi- 
tory. The deeds of the hero are the firſt object of 
human curioſity; z yet mankind, in al moſt every conns 
try, have ceaſed/to'aft with dignity, before their ac- 
tions have been properly recorded. Truth appears 
cold and infipid. to a people inclined. to wonder, and 
wonder i is the predominant paſſion of all uncivilize@ 

nations. Fiction is called in to gratify it; and fable 
ls for'a time, recerved as hiſtory. But when men 
come to be more employed about political objects, 
they become more defirous of being informed than 
amazed : they wiſh to know the real actions of kheit ; 
anceſtors, and the cauſes and the conſequences of (ch 
ations. The hiftorian takes advantage of this dif- 
poſition of mind to procure admiffion to his labours'; 
bat as it is more difficult to aſcertain facts than to af: 
fume them, and eaſier to affign morives of action, and 
deduce incidents ingeniouſly * from them, than to 
trace the motives of men in their actions, and give 
to truth ſuch a degree of colouring as will make it 


intereſt, without rendering its validity ſuſpected, 
hiſtory has every where been later in attaining per- 
ſektion than the higheſt works of imagination. 


Ratt had at laſt her hiſtorians, and excellent ones. 
Machiavel ſucceſsfully courted the comic muſe, un- 
folded the principles of a dark and pernicious po- 


 licy, and digeſted the annals of his native country 


with all the diſcernment of Tacitus; while Guic- 
ciardini, a more amiable writer, related the tranſ- 


actions of his own times with the elegance and exact- 


neſs of Thucydides. 
| ParLo- 
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" PmrLogoPHY/ was only wanting in the ſixteenth 
century, to bring Italy within the line of compariſon 
with ancient Greece, when Greece was in her glory, 
A number of independent and free ſtates vied with 
each other in all the elegant and commercial arts; iq 
wealth and in luxury, in manners and in talents, in 
pomp and in power. Proud of her privileges, and of 
her liberal acquiſitions, ſhe looked down with con- 
tempt upon every other country, and branded every, 


other people with the name of barbarians. Two great 


monarchs, like thoſe of Perfia and Macedon, were 


contending who ſhould be her maſter. She wanted 
only che lights of philoſophy to render the parallel 
complete. Bewildered in the mazes of ſcholaſtic rea- 
ſoning, or loſt in the dreams of preverted Platoniſm, 
her ſages were till alike ignorant of the ſyſtem of 
man and of the univerſe. And before they could know 


either, it was neceſſary that the veil; of ſuperſtition 


ſhould be rent; that mankind, beholding the puppet 
to which they had kneeled, and by which they had 
been overawed, might fearleſly look through the 
range of nature, and A its 7805 and mo- 
ral order. | 
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m. er, of Nay GATION, and nb among 
- te PoxTUGURSSE. A ſbort Introduction to the Hiſttry 
of PoaTUGAL. The Diſcoveries and Settlemunts of the 
- PoxTOGUESE onthe Coe of Arnie A, and in Iprä, 
by the Cape of Goon Hoyer. The Diſcovery if Alte. 
ne by the SPANIARDS ; the Settl:ment of the WET 
- IxDIES, andthe Conqueſt of Mexico and PERU, to 
uber with ſome Reflections on the moral and political Con- 
. of nn ops Events. p 


\ROM the, arts that poliſh nations, my dear 
Philip, let us turn our eyes more particularly to- 
ward thoſe that aggrandiſe them; which ſupply the 
wants of one people with the ſuperfluities of another, 
and make all things common to all. Such are navi- 
gation and commerce. By theſe, and the arts to 

which they give birth, the Phœnicians and Cartha- 
ginians crowded with cities their barren ſhores, and 
attained the firſt rank among ancient nations; by 
theſe, in later times, the Venetians and Dutch, firug- 
gling from dirt and ſea-weed, crowned with palaces 
their lakes and marſhes, and became, in different eras, 
the moſt opulent and powerful people in Modern Eu- 
rope ; by theſe Britain now governs the ocean, and 
gives law to the oppoſite extremities of the globe, at 
the ſame time that ſhe wafts from pole to pole, the 
luxuries and the conveniencies of life i. 


— 
Na 
= w * 


As. 


Tax navigation of Europe, at the beginning of the 
fifteenth century, though much improved ſince the 


. This letter was written before the revolt of our American colo- 


g age 


LVIL 


—_— 5 < - : R — 

n 2 * \ hap 

n wY 3» Y 

l * * — 
— 5 8 on * _ d 


e 


nes 


, * 1 me 4 g 4 ” 
— „ ee e ee n 
by SET I _— IS q 
8 * 3. # r * n a 2 — 


_ 


THE HISTORT or 


PARTI. age of mme! was chiefly confined to the Me. 


diſcoveries which he accompliſhed; I muſt ſay a few 


great theatre of commerce. Thier, as: I. have al. 
ready had occaſion to obſerve, the Italian fates con- 
yeyed from” the ports of Egypt, the precious commo. 
dities of the Eaſt; and thither the Hanſeatic mer. 
chagts carried from the ſhores of the Baltic, the na. 
val ſtores, and other rude. merchand iſe of the North, 
To this common martall European: Nations. reſorted, 
Here they ſold or exchanged the produee of theit ſe. 
veral countries, and ſupplied themſelves. with what 
they wanted, without dreaming of new ports, or ſuſ- 
pecting that the ſyſtem of commerce could be altered. 


Dantzick, Liſbon, and Rlexandtia continued to mark 
the linits of practical navigation ; When the enlight- 


ened and enterpriſing genius of Don Henry of Portu- 
gal extended the views of the mariner, and embol- 
dened him to pilot the Atlantie, or Great Weſtern 
Ocean But before I ſpeak of that prince, and the 


worde of his country, which I have hitherto conſi- 
dered only as an appendage of Spain. 2 


eee 1, which forms the weſtern coaſt of the 


ſouthern peninſula of Europe, had no exiſtence as 2 

ſeparate ſtate till towards the cloſe of the eleventh 
century. About that time Alphonſo VI. king of 
Caſtile and Leon, having conquered from the Moors 
the northern ' provinces of the preſent kingdom of 
Portugal, beſtowed them, together with his natural 
daughter, upon Henry of Burgundy, a noble yolun- 
teer, who had affiſted him in his wars. Henry took 


only the title of count; but his ſon Alphonſo, hav- 


ing recovered other proyinces from the Moors, aſ- 
ſumed 
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ſumed the regal dignity in 1139, The kings of Por- 


tugal, like thoſe of Spain, long ſpent their force in 
combatirig the Moors, and had no connexion with 


the reſt of Europe. A detail of thoſe barbarous wars 


would be equally void of inſtruction and amuſement, 
[ ſhall therefore only obſerve, that the ſueceſſion con- 
tinned uninterrupted in the line of Burgundy, till the 


death of Ferdinand, in 1383; when John of Caſtile, 


who had married the infanta of Portugal, elaimed 
the crown, as the king had left no male iſſue, - But 
the ſtates of Portugal, after an interregnum of eigh- 


teen months, gave it to John, natural brother of A. D. 1385 


their deceaſed ſovereign, and at that time regent of 
the kingdom“ 51 


Tus John, ſurnamed che Baſtard, no leſs politic 
than enter priſing, proved worthy of his new dignity. 


He was the firſt European prince who formed a reſpect- 
able navy; which he employed, with equal ſucceſs, 
in annoying his enemies, and in protecting his ſub- 


jets, He took Ceuta from the Moors, and over- A. D. 1414+ | 


awed the ſtates of Barbary during his whole reign. 


He had ſeveral ſons, who all fignalized themſelves by 


their valour and abilities; but more eſpecially the 


third, Don Henry, whoſe bold and enlightened ge- 
nius, affifted by the reports of travellers, led him to 
project diſcoveries in the Weſtern Ocean, 


Tas amiable prince, who joined the virtues of a 


hero and a patriot to the knowledge of a philoſopher, 


turned to uſe that aſtronomy which the Arabs had 


' Preſeryed. He had a confiderable ſhare in the inven- 


tion of the Aſtrolabe, and firſt perceived the advan- 


tage that might be drawn from the direction of the 


. Neufville, Hyf. Gen. de Portugal. ö 
| | magnets 
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barrier, But advanced as far as Cape Bajadore, and in 


A. D. 1420, 


A. P. 1484. 


A. D. 1486. 


A. P. 1497. 


1 E H1STORY 0 F 


magnetic needle to the North; which, though already | 
known in Europe, had not hitherto been employed 


with any ſucceſs in navigation. He eſtabliſhed an 
obſervatory at Sagres, near Cape St, Vincent, where 


many perſons were inſtructed in aſtronomy and the an 


of ſailing. - The pilots formed under his eye not only 
doubled Cape Non, long ſuppoſed an inſurmountable 


their return diſcovered the ifland of Madeira. Other 


pilots, yet more bold, were ſent out. They doubled 


Cape Bajadore, Cape Blanco, Cape Verd, and at laf 
Cape Sierra Leona, within eight degrees of the line, 
. before the death of Don Henry. In the courſe of 
theſe voyages, the Azores and Cape de Verd iſlands 


had been diſcovered, and the vine and the ſugar-cane 
introduced into the ifland of CT and there cul- 


tivated WT ſucceſs, 


Viebit the age of John II. a vein of the moſt 


profound ſagacity and moſt extenſive views, who firſ 


made Liſbon a free port, the Partagdle-profecatel 
their diſcoveries with equal ardour and fucceſs. The 
river Zara, on the other fide of the line, conducted 
them to the kingdom of Congo, in the interior part 
of Africa, where they made eaſy conqueſts, and efta- 
bliſhed an advantageous commerce. Captain Dia: 
paſſed the extreme point of Africa, to which he gave 
the name of the Stormy Cape; but the king, who far 
more fully the importance of that en, ſty led it 
the Cape of Geod Hope. OY 


EMMANUELT, purſued the prot E picheed of his pre · 
deceſſors. He ſent out a fleet of four ſhips, under the 
command of Vaſco de Gama, a noble Portugueſe, in 


order to complete ts paſſage to India by ſea. This 
- -afmiral 


W 


D I» 


- 
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+iatral poſſeſſed all the knowledge and talents neceſa LETTER. © 
LVU. 


ſary for ſuch an expedition. After being aſſailed by 
tempeſts, encircling the eaſtern coaſt of Africa, and 


ranging through unknown ſeas, he happily arrived at A.D. 1490. 


the city of Calicut on the coaſt of Malabar, or the 


higher part of the weſtern fide of the great en 
# l 


. LIeuT was at 17 time the emporium of kndoſs 
tan. Thither the Arabs reſorted for all the rich pto- 


ducts and precious manufactures of the Eaſt. Theſe 
they carried in ſhips to the ports of the Red Sea, and 


fold tothe Italian merchants from Alexandria. This 


information Gama received at Melind a, on the coaſt of 


Zanquebar, the moſt eaſtern part of Africa, whete he 
had touched; and engaged a pilot, who conducted him 
into the e of Calicut, when the trade was at its 
height, Here he fortunately met with a native of 
Barbary, named Monzaida, who underſtood the Por- 
tugueſe language, and whoſe admiration of that peo- 
ple over · balanced the prejudices of religion and coun- 
try, This admiration determined Monzaida to do 
every. thing in his power to ſerve ſtrangers, who un- 
boſomed themſelves to him without reſerve. He pro- 
cured Gama an audience of the Samorin or emperor; 
who received him very favourably ; and a- treaty of 
commerce was ſet on foot in the name of the king of 
Portugal, But this negociation, when almoſt com- 
pleted, was broke off by the inſinuations of the Arabs. 


| Jealous of their luerative trade, they repreſented ſo 
rongly the danger of ſuch an alliance, and the ambi- 


tion of the Portugueſe, that the Samorin took the un- 
generous reſolution of putting to death thoſe bold nas 


3. Hip. Gen, des Voyager, tom. i. 
Q 2 vigators, 
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PART 1. vigators, whom he had lately treated with kindneſ, 
5 0 — and whoſe friendſhip he ſeemed to defire, 


IxrORME Y of his danger by the faithful Monzaids, 
Gama ſent his brother on board the fleet. * Should 
« you hear,” ſaid he, * of my death or impriſon- 
'& ment, I prohibit.you, as your commander, either 
cc to attempt to releaſe me or to avenge my fate. Set 
cc ſail immediately, and inform the king of the ſuccen 
4 of our voyage. I am happy in having performed | 
4 his orders, and diſcovered a pallage to Indy for 
4 Portugal 4,” | 
ForxTUNATELY, bande matters were got 
puſhed to that extremity. Gama lived to carry. to 
Portugal the news of his n ſucceſs. The Samotin 


permitted him to join his c t, and he departed ſoon 
after for A. | 5 


No language can expreſs the joy of the Portgiucl 
n the return of Gama to Liſbon, They ſaw thek 
7499. 
ſelves, by one daring enterprize, in poſſeſſion of the 
richeſt commerce in the world; and no leſs ſuper- 
ſtitious than avaritious, they flattered themſelves 
with the proſpect of extending their religion along 
with their dominion. 


Tur pope farther encouraged this hope, Glad of 
an occaſion of aſſerting his univerſal ſovereignty, he 
granted to the Portugueſe all the countries which they 
had diſcovered, or ſhould diſcover in the Eaft, on 
condition that they ſhould there plant the catholic 
faith. The whole nation was ſeized with the enthu- 
_ fiaſm of converſion and of conqueſt, They preſented 
themſelves in crowds to man the new fleet deſtined 
for India; and thirteen ſhips ſailed, as ſoon as the 


Faria Souſa, Port. Aſia, vol. i. 
i ; * ſeaſon 


olic 


aſon 
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ſeaſon would permit, from the Tagus for Calicut, LETTER. 


under the command of Alvarez de Cabral. 


'Ta1s admiral in his paſſage keeping out to ſea, in 
order to avoid the calms on the coaſt of Africa, and 
the ſtorms which had been met with in doubling the 
Cape of Good Hope, diſcovered the rich country now 
called Brazil, to which he gave the name of the Land 
of the Holy Croſs. He took poſſeſſion of it in the 
name of the king his maſter, and proceeded on his 
voyage. When he arrived on the coaſt of Malabar, 
the Samorin made him an offer of friendſhip, and in- 
vited him to Calicut, where he had an audience of 


that Indian prince, and was permitted to open a ma- 


gazine of commerce. But this good underſtanding 
was of ſhort duration. The Arabs again found means 
to poiſon the mind of the Samorin: the admiral did 
not behave with the greateſt diſcretion: mutual jea- 
loufies took place, mutual fears, and mutual injuries. 
At laſt the inhabitants of Calicut roſe, murdered fif- 
Portugueſe, and burnt their magazine. This act 
of hoſtility did not eſcape unpuniſhed. Cabral, in 


revenge of ſuch a breach of faith, and ſuch undermi- 


LVII. 


A. D. 1500. 


ning perfidy, deſtroyed all the Arabian veſſels in the 


port, beat down great part of the city, and left it in 
flames *, 


AFTER this ſecond rupture with the Samorin the 
meaſures of the Portugueſe in India were totally 
changed. The peaceful-ſyſtem of Gama was laid 
afide : the maxims of mutual advantage gave place to 
thoſe of violence, of force, and of fear; and com- 
merce was eſtabliſhed by the ſword. Cabral, on 


5. Maffei, Hift. Indica. lib. ii. cap. iv, 
| Q3 leaving 
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leaving Calicut, entered into a negociation with the 
kings of Cochin, Cananor, Onor, Culan, and other 
Indian princes, who were tributaries of the Samorin, 
and defirous of independency, This loye of freedom 
procured the Portugueſe the ſovereignty of Malabar, 
and the trade of ladia. Cabral promiſed thoſe deluded 


princes ſupport, and carried their ambaſſadors to the 


court of Liſbon, where ſuch political ſteps were taken 


as rendered ſucceſs infallible. - A force was ſent out 


A.D. 1502. 


A. . 1508. 


ſufficient to combat the Samorin. But no prince could 
obtain the protection of Portugal without firſt acknow. 
ledging himſelf its vaſſal, permitting a fortreſs to be 
erected in his capital, and ſelliag his commodities to 
its ſubjects at their own price. No ſtrange merchant 
might load a cargo, till the Portugueſe were ſerved ; 
nor any mariner navigate thoſe ſeas, but with their 
paſſports. They were the terror and admiration of 
the Eaſt, the wonder and envy of the Weſt, All Eu- 
ropean merchants ſoon reſorted to Liſbon for Indian 
commodities z becauſe they could there purchaſe them 
much cheaper than at Venice, or any other 'mart to 
which they were brought by the way of Egypt. And, 
happily for Portugal, the Venetians were then fink- 
ing under the preſſure of the league of Cambray. 


* rt to ſecure and render perpetual theſe i inva- 
luable advantages, the chief command in India was 
given to Alphonſo Albuquerque, a man of ſigular {a- 
gacity and penetration, and equally diſtinguiſhed by 
his military and political talents. Albuquerque was 
no ſooner inyeſted with the government, than he be- 
gan to form the moſt extenſive projects; many of 
which heexecuted, and with a facility that is altogether 
incredible. The Arabs ſettled in India, and their aſ- 


fociates, he had long been ſenſible, were the only 
| power 
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wer in the Eaſt that the Portugueſe had to fear, 
'T heſe traders had ſecretly entered into a league with 


the Samorin, the Sultan of Egypt, and the Vene- A. D. 1808. 


tians, Who were gainers by their commerce, and 
whoſe intereſt it was to deſtroy the trade of Portu- 

al, The furniſhers of the caravans, and navigators 
of the Red Sea, were the natural enemies of the cir- 
cumnavigators of the Cape. Albuquerque ſaw it 


early, while a private commander. He had therefore 


done every thing in his power to ruin their ſettlements 
on the coaſt of Arabia, and their united naval force 
had received a fignal overthrow in the Indian Ocean, 


He now extended his views: he projected nothing leſs * 


than the conqueſt of Ormus ia the Perſian gulf, and 
of Aden at the mouth of the Red Sea; where Portu- 


gueſe ſquadrons ſtationed, might command the trade 


5 Perſia and of Egypt. 


Taz immediate execution of theſe projects would 
at once have proved fatal to the commerce of the 
Arabs and their allies ; but Albuquerque, upon mature 
deliberation, perceived the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing 
the Portugueſe more fully on the coaſt of Malabar, 
before he divided his forces. He accordingly burnt 
Calicut, which had long been a thorn in the fide of his 
countrymen ; and obſerving, that the Portugueſe had 
yet no good port in a wholeſome air, where they might 
refit their ſhips and recruit their ſeamen, after the fa- 
tigues of an European voyage, he reſolved to procure 


one. He found that Liſbon had need of Goa. 


Goa, which riſes to view in the form of an amphi- 
theatre, is fituated towards the middle of the coaſt of 


Malabar, in an ifland detached from the continent by 


two branches of a river, that throws itſelf into the 


8 ſea 


LETTER 
LYI [. 


oa #7 "= 7 


2 yr an oat —_ 0 * 
* Go 7 - a * 72 * ba 
Ea et r r oo arts A 4 1 * 5 . þ PORE 10 5 s 
ws 74 2 W ls J a, . 2 8 8 . 82 8 C 8 
= CY . K N % $4908 a cn 2 : 1 
K n - * 2 28 2 J ho "dr add - 22 2 r 
TE. — . CEE as — 8 oy 
F 8 N ; Jon, * L I * =_ 2 * 


„ 


2 my — 


wt a A. 


A. D. 350 


180" 


PART I. 
—— 


A. D. 1510. 


A. D. 1571. 


THE HISTORY OP 


ſex/at fome diſtance from the city, after having form. 


ed. beneath its walls one of the fineſt harbours in the 
world. It properly belonged to the king of Decan; 
but a Moor, named Idalcan, to whom the govern- 
ment of it had been entruſted, had rendered himſelf 
its ſovereign. While this uſurper was occupied on 
the continent, Albuquerque appeared before the city, 
and carried it by aſſaults. It was afterwards recover. 
ed, but ſoon retaken : and Goa became the capital of 
the Portugueſe empire in India. 


ALBvquerQUE, whoſe abi was boundleſs, at- 


| tempted next to eftabliſh the Portugueſe on the coaſt 


of Coromandel. With this view he made an attack 
upon Malacca, fituated near the ftraits of Sincapore, 
one of the richeſt cities in India, and the beſt adapted 
for commerce. It was the centre of the trade between 
Japan, China, the Spice-Iſlands, and the other In. 
dian ports. Whep Albuquerque appeared before Ma. 
lacca, he found it in a poſture of defence: and a new 
obſtacle conſpired to retard his progreſs. His friend 
Araujo was there a priſoner, and threatened with 
death the moment the city ſhould be beſieged. Deli- 


berating how to act, while the ſentiments of friend- 
ſhip and ambition, perhaps of duty, ſtruggled in his 


breaſt, he received the following billet from Araujo, 


Think only of the glory and advantage of Portu- 


tc gal: if I cannot be an inſtrument of your victory, 
ic let me not retard it.” The place was carried by 


ſtorm, after an obſtinate defence, and ſeveral changes 


of fortune, The Portugueſe found in it an immenſe 
booty, both in treaſure and precious commodities), 
Albuquerque, whoſe heart was ſuperior to the charms 


6. Lafitau, Bi 92 du Cong. des Port. m# ft Gen, des Voyages, tom. i. 


7. Id. ibid. 
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of gold, erected a citadel to ſecure his conqueſt, and LETTER 
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— 


Tun friendſhip of the Portugueſe was now courted 


by the Samorin, [dalcan, and all the moſt formidable 
Indian princes, who offered to permit fortreſſes to be 
built, and factories to be eſtabliſhed in any part of 
their dominions. Albuquerque did not fail to profit 
by theſe offers; and judging that the ſeaſon was now 
arrived for giving the final blow to the Arabian 


commerce in the Eaſt, he embarked in his original 
projects, the conqueſt of Aden and of Ormus. 


Is his attempt upon Aden, which was then the key 
of Egypt, Albuquerque miſcarried; but he committed 
ſo many ravages on the coaſts of the Red Sea, and in 
the traits of Babelmandel, as entirely ruined the com- 
merce of the Arabs and Egyptians. He was more 
ſucceſsful in his expedition againſt Ormus, at that 
time the moſt opulent and ſplendid city in the Eaſt. 
It appears to have been nothing inferior to what we 
are told of ancient Tyre, either in wealth or in ſplen> 


A. D. 1513. 


dour, in induſtry or in pleaſure: and, like Tyre, it 


was ſeated in a barren iſle. Like Tyre, it ſeemed 


only to have been disjoined from the land, that it 


might become queen of the ſea, It was one of the 
greateſt marts in the univerſe. But its voluptuous in- 
habitants were little able to withſtand the impetuous 
and hardy valour of the Portugueſe. Albuquerque 
ſoon made himſelf maſter of the place, and had the 


| honour of there receiving an embaſſy from the king 


of Perſia®, 
Tux reduction of Ormus, which was the laſt en- 
terprize of this truly great man, together with the poſ- 


n Hiſt. dir Ind. Orient. tom. i. Hiſt. Gen. 4 n 
emon 


A. D. 1575. 
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PARTI. ſeſſion of Goa and Malacca, gave perfect ſecurit 

LT the Portugueſe commerce 1n — His ny 
afterwards extended it into China and Japan ; but it 
was never more reſpectable than under Albuquerque, 
Vet this founder of his country's, greatneſs died in 
diigrace, and of a broken heart, if ever any man may 
be ſaid to have done ſo. That dauntleſs ſpirit which 
had encountered ſo many enemies, and ſurmounted ſo 
many dangers, could not ſupport the frown of his 
prince. Emmanuel, become jealous of his glory, had 
liſtened to the infinuations of his enemies; had ap- 
pointed another governor in his ſtead, and promoted 
thoſe whom he had ſent home as criminals. When 
Albuquerque received this intelligence, he ſighed and 
ſaid, „Can theſe things be ſo? I incurred the hatred 
; t of men by my love for the king, and am diſgraced 
by him through his prepoſſeſſion for other men: to 
se the grave, unhappy old man! to the grave !=thy 

„actions will ſpeak for themſelves and for thee 9,” 


Wx the Portugueſe, my dear Philip, were thus 
employed in making acquiſitions in the Eaft, and ap- 
propriating to themſelves the: moſt lucrative commerce 
in the known world, the Spaniards had diſcovered z 
new continent toward the Weſt, They had called 
into exiſtence, as it were, another world; had open- 
ed new ſources of trade, expand a new theatres of 
dominion, and diſplayed new ſcenes of ambition, of 
ayarice, and of blood. 


CaunrsTopner CoLUuMBus a Genoeſe navigator, 
who reſided at Liſbon, and who had devoted himſelf 
to the ſtudy of aſtronomy, firſt conceived the idea of 
this new continent. Perfectly acquainted with the 
Sgure of the earth, the notion of the Antipodes, 


g. 1d. Ibid. 
| conſidered 
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conſidered by reaſon as a chimera, and by religion as LETTER 


impiety, appeared to him an inconteſtable fact. But 
1 had not added the ſtout heart of a hero 


o the enlightened mind and perſevering ſpirit of a 
philoſopher, the world might Mill have been ignorant 


whom he propoſed to put in poſſeſſion of another he- 
miſphere, treated him as a viſionary. He alſo unfolded 
his project, the grandeſt that human genius ever 
formed, in 1484, to the court of Portugal without ſuc- 
det. He next laid it before the court of Spain; 
where he long ſuffered all that ſupercilious negle& 
which unſupported merit ſo often meets with from 
men in office, who are too apt to hae, hon what _— 
do not underſtand, 


"FrxDINAND and Iſabella were then engaged in the 
conqueſt of Granada. The Spaniſh treaſury was ex- 
muſted. But no ſooner were the Moors ſubdued, 

than the ambitious mind of Iſabella ſeemed to . 
pathiſe with the bold ſpirit of Columbus. She offer- 


means: and Columbus ſet fail from the port of Palos, 
in Andaluſia, on the third of Auguſt, in the year 
1492, in queſt of a Weſtern continent, with the title 


of Admiral, and Viceroy of the Iſles and Lands which 
he ſhould diſcover to. 


— 


TaAxscEND AVT genius and ſuperlative courage, 


experience almoſt equal difficulty in carrying their de- 


ſigus into execution, when they depend on the affift- 
ance of others. Columbus poſſeſſed both, he exerted 


10. Life of Columbus, written by his ſon, chap. xv. | 
| | both; 


ed to pledge her jewels, in order to furniſh him with 
[a fleet, "Three ſmall veſſels were fitted out by other 
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0 his diſcoveries. The Genoeſe, his countrymen; 
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PART I. both; and the concurrenee of other heads and other 
— hearts were neceſſary to give ſucceſs to either: he had 


indolence and cowardice to encounter, -as well as ig. 
norance and prejudice. | He had formerly been 


_ ridiculed as à viſionary, he was now pitied as a ef. 


perado. 'The Portugueſe navigators, in accompliſhing 
their firſt diſcoveries, had always ſome reference to the 
coaſt: cape had pointed them to cape ; but Columbus, 
with no land- mark but the heavens, nor any guide bit 
the Compaſs, boldly launched into the ocean, without 
knowing what ſhore ſhould receive him, or where he 


could find reſt for the ſole of his foot. His crew mur. 


mured, they mutinied : they propoſed to commit him 
to thoſe waves with which he ſo poten, ſported, 
and return to Spain 1. 


ITuIs was a ſevere trial to the courage of Colun- 
bus, and Columbus only perhaps could have ſup- 
ported it. The enthuſiaſm of genius added ftrength 
to his natural fortitude. Cool and unconcerned him- | 
ſelf about every thing but his great object, he had re- 
courſe. to the ſofteſt language. He encouraged his 


men by fair promiſes, he deceived his officers by falſe 


reckonings. But all theſe expedients proving at laſt in- 
effectual, he demanded three days indulgence; at the 
end of which, if he did not diſcover land, he pro- 
miſed to abandon his project. His requeſt was grant- 


ed; and on the morning of the ſecond day, being the 


12th of October, to his inexpreſſible joy, he got 
fight of one of the Bahama iſlands, to which he gare 


the name of San Salvador. He took poſſeſſion of it in 


the name of their Catholic Majeſties, and proceeded 
on his courſe . 


11. Oviedo, Hi ft des Tnd. lib, ii. 22. Life of Columbus, chap. 
xX: ii. | 


AFTER 


. 


tives of the American continent. 
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Arrkx leaving San Salvador, now better known by 


thename of Guanahani, given to it by the natives, Co.. 
Jombus fell in with ſeveral other ſmall iſlands; to one 


of which he gave the name of Iſabella, in ed. of his 

troneſs, and to another that of Ferdinand, in compli- 
ment to the Catholic king. Theſe he right] 74 judged to 
belong to that Weſtern continent which he ſought, and 


| which he conjectured muſt reach to the Portugueſe 


ſettlements in India: hence the name of Nei Indies. 


At length he arrived at the Iſland of Cuba, where he 


entered into ſome correſpondence with the natives, 
and particularly with the women, from whom he 
learned, that the gold ornaments which they wore, 
came from Bohio, a large iſland to the ſouth-eaſt, 

Thither Columbus ſteered : what heart. does not pant 
after gold ! He ſoon reached Bohio, or Hayti, as it 
was called by the natives, to which he gave the name 
of Eſpagnola, altered by us into Hiſpaniola. Here 
Columbus built a fort, and planted a little colony ; 
after which, having taken a general ſurvey of the 
iſſand, and ſettled a friendly intercourſe with the na- 
tives, he ſet out on his return to Spain, carrying along 
with him a ſufficient quantity of gold to evince the 


importance of his diſcoveries, and fome of thoſe new 
people to complete the aſtoniſhmeat of Europe. 


Tae natives of Hiſpaniola, and indeed of all the 
iſlands which Columbus had viſited, were an eaſy, in- 
dolent, harmleſs race, They were of a copper colour, 
The men and the girls went entirely naked: the wo- 
men had a mat of cotton wrapped about their loins, 


They had no hair on any part of the body but the 


bead; a diſtinction which alſo is common to the na- 
They confidered the 
Spaniards as divinities, and the diſcharge of the artil- 


lery as their thunder: they fell on their faces at the 


ſound. 
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have had leſs awful apprehenfions of their new gueſt: 
for they no ſooner ſaw them, than they offered thei, 
favours, and courted their embraces as men 1. Some 
wicked wit may indeed ſay, that women ſrom the he. 


ginning have been fond of ſaperior beings; and if ve 


credit ancient ſtory, they have often had good reaſon 
for ſuch fondneſs. But be that as it may, it is certain 


that the women of Hiſpaniola were fonder of the Spa. 
niards than of their huſbands. Their huſbands were 


not jealous of them. And in the arms of thoſe wanton; 
the companions of Columbus are ſaid to have caupht 
that fatal malady which has ftrewed with new thorns 


| the paths of love; and which, if human happineſs is 


to be computed by the balance of pain and pleaſure, 
will be found to be more than a counterpoiſc to all the 
gold of Mexico, the filyer of vw and the diatnonds 


of n 


Bur let not this misfortune be brought as a charge | 


againſt the great navigator. He could not know, that 
the new hemiſphere contained new maladies : he could 
not foreſee, that he ſhould import into Europe a dil- 


temper which would poiſon the ſprings of life ; which 
would propagate diſeaſe from generation to genera- 
tion, emaſculate the vigout of nations, and multiply 
a thouſand ways the miſeries of mankind !—And hap- 


pily for him, his enemies were ignorant of it at his 


return, He again entered the port of Palos on the 


'I5th of March, 1493, after a voyage of ſeven months 


and eleven days, and was received with univerſal accla- 
mations of joy. Thoſe who had ridiculed his projet, 
were the readieſt to pay court to him, He was or- 


* 2 dered 


1 BEAN EUA 0 E 


dered into the preſence of Ferdinand and Ifabelta, and I ETTER : 
1:6red to fit covered like a grandee of Spain. Royal | 


{your beamed upon him with unremitting brightneſs, 

aud the church loaded him with its benedictions. Su- 

perſtition lent its ſanction to thoſe diſcoveries which 

had been made in its defiance. Pope Alexander VI. 

ilned a bull, granting to the ſovereigns of Spain all 
te countries which they had diſcovered, or ſhould 
diſcover, an hundred leagues to the weſtward of the 
Aores. A fleet of ſeventeen fail was fitted out in 

: few months; and Columbus, vefted with yet more 
extenſive powers, and furniſhed with every thing ne- 
ceſſary for diſcovery, for colonization, -or for con- 
queſt, again committed himſelf to the waves in queſt 
of a Weſtern Continent. | ' 


Gaar things were expected from this ſecond voy- 
ages and many new iſlands were diſcovered: yet it 
ended in general diſappointment, misfortune, and diſ- 
guſt, When Columbus arrived at Hiſpaniola, with a 
multitude of miſſionaries, ſoldiers, and fettlers, he 
found the fortreſs uttrely ruined and the garriſon all 
maſſacred. 'T hey had drawn upon themſelves this un- 
timely fate by their arrogance, licentiouſneſs, and ty - 
ranny. Theſe particulars he learned from the natives, 
accompanied with ſuch marking circumſtances, as left 
him no room to diſbelieve them. He therefore en- 
tered once more into a friendly correſpondence with 
thoſe artleſs people, eſtabliſhed a new colony, and 
built the town of Iſabella; afterwards abandoned for 


| that of St. Domingo, which became the capital of the 


iſland. Dad care was to diſcover the mines; near 
which he ereQed forts, and left garriſons to protect the 
labourers. But neither the wiſdom nor humanity of 
a1 14. Life of Columbus, chap, xlii, xliii. ke 
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FART L this great man were ſufficient to preſerve order among 


* 
2 


his followers, or to teach them fellow. feeling. They 


rouſed anew, by their barbarities, the gentle ſpirit i 


the natives: they quarrelled among themſelves, they 


roſe againſt their commander. Mortified by ſo many 
untoward circumſtances, Columbus committed the 59. 
vernmentof the iſland to his brother Bartholomew, and 
returned to Spain in 1496, with ſome ſamples of gold 
duſt and gold ore, pearls, and other precious products, 
after having a ſecond time attempted i in vain to diſco. 
ver a Weſtern Continent 15. 


Ban TROLOMEwW ColumBus ſuffered many hard- 


ſhips, and was on the point of ſinking under the mu- 


tineers, before he received any aſſiſtance from the 


court of Spain; and although the great Chriſtopher 


was able to clear himſelf of all the aſperſions of his 


enemies, ſome years elapſed before he could obtain a 


third appointment for the proſecution of his favourite 
project. At laſt a ſmall fleet was granted him, and 
he diſcovered the continent of America, near the 


mouth of the river Orinoco, on the firſt day of Auguſt 


in the year 1498. He carried off fix of the natives, 


and returned to Hiſpaniola, convinced that he had 
- now reached the great object of his ambition. 


Bur while Columbus was employed in reducing to 


_ obedience the mutineers in that iſland, another navi- 


gator unjuſtly took from him the honour of the diſ- 
covery of the Weſtern Continent. The merchants of 


Seville having obtained permiſſion to attempt diſco- 


yeries, as private adventurers, ſent out four ſhips in 
1499, under the command of Alonzo de Ojeda, who 


had accompanied Columbus in his ſecond voyage, a- 


fiſted by Americus Veſpucius, a Florentine gentle- 
"LL Herrera, dec. i. lib. iii. | 


man, 
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MODERN EUROPE. 
ng man, deeply {killed in the ſcience of navigation. 
Wy This fleet touched on that part of the Weſtern con- 
10 tinent already diſcovered by Columbus, whoſe tract 
oa followed; and Americus; who was a man of 
much addreſs, as well as poſſeſſed of conſiderable lite- 
fry talents, by publiſhing the firſt voyages on the 
ſubje kt, and other artful means, gave his name to the 
New World; in prejudice to the illuſtrious Genoeſe *“. 
Mankind are now become ſenſible of the impoſture, 
but time has ſanctified the error; and the great Weſ- 
tern continent, or fourth diviſion” of the globe, ſo 
long unknown to the inhabitants of Europe, Aſia, 
' and Africa, till continues to be diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of AMERICA. 


Tars, however, was but a ſmall misfortune in com- 
pariſon of what Columbus was doomed to ſuffer. His 
enemies having prevailed at the court of Madrid, a 
tew govetnor was ſent out to Hiſpaniola, The great 
liſcoverer and his brother were loaded with irons, 
and ſent home in that condition, in different ſhips; 
Touched with ſentiments of veneration and pity, Val- 
jo, captain of the veſſel on board of which the ad- 
miral was confined, approached his priſoner with pro- 
ſound reſpect, as ſoon as he was clear of the iſland, 
und offered to ſtrike off the fetters with which he was 
ujuſtly bound. “ No Vallejo !”—replied Colum- 
bus, with a generous indignation ; © I weat theſe fet- 
*ters in conſequence of an order from my ſove- 
* reigns. They ſhall find me as obedient to this, 

to all their other injunctions. By their com- 
mand I have been confined, and their command a- 
* lone ſhall ſet me at liberty 11.“ 


16, Herrara, dec, i. lib, iv. 17. Life of Columbus, chap. xxxiii. 
Vox. II. HE Tas 
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PARTI. Tux Spaniſh miniſtry were aſhamed. of the ſeve- 
— rity of their creature, Bovadilla: Columbus was fe 

| at liberty on his arrival, and a fourth command 

granted him in 1502, fo the proſecution of farther - 
diſcoveries. But this expedition did not prove more 
_ fortunate than the former; for although Columbus 
touched at ſeveral parts of the American continent, 
where he exchanged trinkets for gold and pearls, to 
” a conſiderable amount, he failed in an attempt to 
eſtabliſh a colony on the river Yebra or Belem, in 
the province of Veragua, and loft every thing in his 
courſe home. He was ſhipwrecked on the Iſland of 
Jamaica: his followers mutinied ; and after being al. 
ternately in danger of periſhing by hunger, or by 
violence, he arrived in Spain, in 1505, to experience 
a more ſevere fate than either s. Queen Iſabella was 
dead at his return. With her all his hopes of future 
favour periſhed. The court received him coldly, 
His ſervices were too great for humility : his proud 
heart diſdained to ſue, and his aſpiring ſpirit could not 
{ubmit to neglect. He retired to Valadolid, where 
he was ſuffered to fall a martyr to the ingratitude of 
that monarch, to whom he had given the Weſt Indies, 
and for whom he had opened a paſſage into a richer 
and more extenfive empire than was ever ſubdued by 
the Roman arms. He died with firmneſs and compo- 
ſure, on the 20th of May 1 $90, | in the Gfty- ninth A 
of his age ?. 


Tu tar is ſomething i in true genius which ſeems to 
be eſſentially connected with humanity. Don Henry, 
Gama, and Columbus, . proſecuted their 1 
upon the moſt liberal principles, thoſe of mutual ad- 
vantage: they ſought to benefit, not to deſtroy their 


18. Life of Columbus, chap. Na xc. xci. 19. Ibid. chap- eviii. 
Howe; dec. i. lib, vi. | 
ſpecies. 
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ſpecies. After the death of Columbus, the maxims 
of Spain, like thoſe of Portugal, became altogether 


bloody. Religion, avarice, and violence, walked hand 


in hñand. The croſs was held up as an object of wor- 
ſhip, to thoſe. who had never heard of the name of 
jeſus: and millions were deliberately butchered, for 


not embracing tenets which they could not under- 


ſtand, not delivering treaſures which they did not 
poſſeſs, or not ſuffering oppreſſions which man was 
neyer born to bear, and which his nature cannot ſuſ- 


tuin . | / 


Tas leader who purſued theſe new maxims with 
laſt violence to humanity, and moſt advantage to 
his country, was Fernando Cortez, the conqueror 
of Mexico. Before the diſcovery of that rich and 
powerful empire, the Spaniſh colonies of Hiſpaniola, 
Cuba, Jamaica, and Porto Rico, were in a flouriſh 
ing condition; frequent expeditions had been made 
to the continent, and ſettlements eſtabliſhed in Caſtel- 
o del Oro and the iſthmus of Darien. At laſt a de- 
ſcent was made in the gulf of Mexico, and infor- 
mation received of the opulence and grandeur of the 
emperor Montezuma and his capital. Velaſquez, go- 
vernor of Cuba, to whom this intelligence was com- 
municated, immediately reſolved upon the conqueſt 
of Mexico, and committed to Cortez, an officer hi- 
therto more diſtinguiſhed by his merit than his rank, 
the execution of the enterprize: and that gallant ſol- 
dier accompliſhed, what appears too bold even for 


 kiftion, the overthrow of an empire that could ſend 


millions into the field, with ſo ſmall a force as five 
hundred men **, 


20. Relacion de D:iruys de lar Tndias, par Bart. de las Caſas. 
21, De Solis, lib, ii, Herrera, dec. ii, 
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THE HISTORY OF 
A $UCCrss ſo unexampled, in an unknown coun. 
try, muſt have been accompanied. with many favour. 
able circumſtances, independent of the ability of the 
general, the courage of the troops, and even the ſu- 


periority of weapons. Some of theſe we know. When 


Cortez landed with his little army on the coaſt of 
Mexico, he met witł a Spaniſh captive, who under- 


ſtood the dialect of the country, and whoſe ranſom 


ke obtained. He alſo formed an intimacy with a fair 
American named Marina, who ſoon learned the Caf. 
tilian language, and became both his miſtreſs and his. 
counſellor. Her attachment communicated itſelf to 
all the Mexican women, who were generally neglca. 


ed by their huſbands for the moſt! abominable of all 


debaucheries; that which perverts the animal in- 
ſtinct, confounds the diſtinction of ſex, and defeats 
the leading purpoſe of nature. While the men op- 


poſed their naked breaſts to the weapons of the Spa- 


niards, fell by their blows, or fled from their fury, 
the women every where flew to cheir embrace; rioted 
in their arms, and rendered- them 'all the ſervices 
in their power, 


To theſe Etage occurrences maybe. added, the. 
arrival of the ambaſſadors of Montezuma, who en- 


deavoured, by preſents, to engage the invaders to re- 
imbark. The delay whiclf this negociation-produced,, 
was of infinite ſervice to -Cortez. An army, inſtead 


of an embaſſy, on his firſt landing, might have ruined 


him. He replied, by his-female interpreter, who beſt 


underſtood the Mexican tongue, that he was only an 


ambaſſador himſelf, and, as ſuch, could not depart 
without an avdience of hs emperor, This anſwer 
put the ambaſſadors of Montezuma to a ſtand, They 
reported it to the emperor. He was alarmed at the 


requeſt. They redoubled their preſents ; they em- 


ployed 


— 
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floyed perſuaſions, but to no purpoſe. Cortez was LETTER 


inflexible. At laſt they had recourſe to threats, ac- 


LVII. 


cording to their inſtructions, and talked loudly of the 4. P. 1519. 


forces and the treaſures of their country. Theſe,” 
ſaid Cortez, turning to his companions, “ theſe are 
« what we ſeek; great perils and great riches.” 
Stronger motives could not have been offered to needy 
adventurers, burning with the ſpirit of chivalry and 
the luſt of plunder. Their leader ſaw conqueſt in 
their looks; and having now received the neceſſary 
informations, and preparedhimſelf againſt all hazards, 
he boldly marched toward the ſeat of the empire *, 


Tax Spaniſh general, however, though ſo little 
diffident of his owa ſtrength, prudently negociated 
with ſuch princes and ſtates as he found to be enemies 
of the Mexicans, Among theſe the moft powerful 
was the republic of Tlaſcala. Cortez propoſed an al- 
liance to the ſenate. It divided upon the ſabje& ; but 
at laſt came to a reſolution; not only to deny aſſiſt- 
ance to the Spaniards, but to oppoſe them. This re- 
ſolution had almoſt proved fatal to Cortez and his en- 
terprize. The Tlaſcalans were a brave people, and 
brought a formidable army into the field; but by the 
help of fire-arms, artillery, and cavalry, to theſe re- 
publicans above all things tremendous, the Spaniards, 
after repeated ſtruggles, were enabled to humble them. 
They ſaw their miſtake j entered into a treaty with 


Cortez, and were highly ſerviceable in his future 
operations. 


Tax invaders now advanced without interruption 


to the gates of Mexico. Montezuma was all irreſo- 


lotion and terror. That mighty emperor, whoſe trea- 
{ures were immenſe, and whoſe {way was abſolute; 


22. Herrera, dec. ii. De Solis, lib, iii. iv. 
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who was lord over thirty princes, each of whom could 
bring a numerous army into the field, was fo intimi. 
dated by the defeat of the Tlaſcalans, that he wanted 


Teſolution to ſtrike a blow in defence of his dignity, 


The haughty potentate who had ordered Cortez to 
depart his coafts, introduced him into his capital, Ig. 


Read of making ule of force, he had recourſe to per- 


A. D. 1520. 


fidy. While he profeſſed friendſhip to the Spaniſh 


neral, he ſent an army to attack the Spaniſh co- 
| Zona newly ſettled at Vera Cruz, and yet in a feeble 
condition. Cortez received intelligence of this breach 
of faith, and took one of the boldeſt reſolutions ever 
formed by man. He immediately proceeded to the 


| Imperial palace, accompanied by five of his principal 


officers, and arreſted Montezuma as his priſoner ; car. 
ried him off to the Spaniſh quarters; made him de- 
liver to puniſhment the officer who had aQed by his 
orders, and publicly acknowledge himſelf, in the feat 
of his power, the vaſſal of the king of Spain 25. 


In the height of theſe ſucceſſes Cortez was inform- 
ed, that a new general, ſent by the governor of Cuba, 
was arrived with a ſuperior force to ſupplant him in 
the command, and reap the fruits of his viQories, 
He marched againſt his rival: he defeated him; he 
took him priſoner; ; and the vanquiſhed army, gained 


by the magnanimity and confidence of the viftor, 


ranged themſelves under his ſtandard, Thus rein- 
forced, by an occurrence which threatened the extinc- 
tion of his hopes, he returned with rapidity to the 
city of Mexico, where he ſound full occaſion for thi 
acceſſion of ſtrength, - | 


The Mexicans were all in arms, and had furround- 
ed the party, which Cortez had left to guard the em- 


23. De Solis, lib, iv. Herrera, dec. ii, 
2 ' cr: peron 
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peror. This inſurrection was occaſioned by the ava- 
rice and intemperate zeal of the Spaniards; who, on 
a ſolemn feſtival in honour of the Gods of the coun- 
try, had maſſacred two thouſand of the Mexican no- 
bles, under pretence of a ſecret conſpiracy, and ſtript 
them of their precious ornaments, | he ſpirit of the 


people was rouſed: they were incenſed at the confine- | 


ment of their prince ; they were filled with holy in- 
dignation at the inſult offered to their Gods, and they 
longed to revenge the fate of-their nobility. Cortez 
found it difficult to refiſt their fury. They permitted 
him, however, to join his detachment, taough not 


from motives of friendſhip or generoſity : they hoped 


to involve the whole body of the Spaniards in one 
undiſtinguiſhed ruin. We have diſcovered,” ſaid 


they, „“ that you are not immortal; and although the. 


«death of evefy Spaniard ſhould coſt us a thouſand 
« lives, we are determined to complete your deſtrue- 
tion. After ſo great a flaughter, there will ſtill 
remain a ſufficient number to celebrate the vic- 
* tory . ; 


lx conſequence of this reſolution, the Mexicans at- 
tacked the Spaniſh quarters with incredible bravery. 
They were ſeveral times repulſed, and as often re- 


turned to the charge with undiminiſhed ardour. They 


devoted themſelves chearfully to death; boldly ad- 
vanced in the face of the artillery, threw themſelves 


in crowds upon the muſquetry, and fearleſsly grappled 


the mouths of the guns in attempting to aſcend the 


_ fortifications, Montezuma judged this a favourable 


opportunity for obtaining his freedom and the depar- 
ture of the Spaniards. On thoſe conditions he con- 
ſented to employ his good offices with his people. He 


24. Id. ibid. 
1 ſhewed 
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ſhewed himſelf on the ramparts, clad in his royal 


robes, and endeavoured to induce the multitude to 
retire. They at firſt ſeemed over-awed by the pre. 


ſence of their ſovereign, and ready to obey his com. 


mands ; but ſuddenly recollecting the puſillanimity of 
his behaviour, their love was changed into hate, their 
veneration into contempt, and a ſtone, launched by an 
indignant arm, at once deprived Manezuma of the 
empire and his life 25. 

THaT accident gave ſincere concern ta Cortez, and 
was a real misfortune to the Spaniards, The ſucceſ- 


. ſor of Montezuma was a fierce and warlike prince, 


and reſolutely determined to ſupport the indepen- 
dency of his country, Cortez, after ſeveral incf- 
fectual ſtruggles, found himſelf under the neceſſity of 
quitting the city. The Mexicans harraſſed him in bis 
retreat; they took from him all his baggage and trea- 
ſure; and they engaged him in the field, before he 
had time to recruit his forces, with an army of two 
hundred thouſand men. The enfigns of various na- 
tions waved in the air, and the imperial ſtandard of 
maſſy gold was diſplayed. Now was the time for he- 
roiſm ; and ſtronger proofs of it were never exhibited 
than in the valley of Otumba. Death or victory!“ 
was the charge, and the reſolution of every Spaniard. 
The Mexicans were ſoon broken, and a terrible 
laughter enſued; but freſh crowds ſtill preſſing on, 
ſupplied the ice of the ſlain, and the Spaniards muſt 
have ſunk under the fatigue of continual fighting, had 
not Cortez by a happy preſence of mind, put an end 
to the diſpute, and rendered the victory deciſive. He 
ruſhed, at the head of his cayalry, towards the impe- 


| rial ſtandard, cloſed with the Mexican general Who 


25. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. viii. De Solis lib. IV, cap. xiv, xv. 
| guarded 
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guarded it, and at one flroke of his lance. tumbled LETTER 
him out of his litter, Thc ſtandard was ſeized, and In. 
the conſequence provgd as Cortez had expected: the N- 


Mexicans threw down their arms, and fled with pre- 
cipitation and terror 26, 


Tuts victory, and the aſſiſtance of the Tlaſcalans, 
encouraged Cortez to undertake the ſiege of Mexico: 
and another fortunate circumſtance enabled him to 
complete his conqueſt, The new emperor Guatimo- 
zin was taken priſoner in attempting to make his. 
eſcape out of his capital, in order to rouſe to arms the 
diſtant provinces of his dominions. The metropolis 


1520. 


ſurrendered, and the whole empire ſubmitted to the 4. P. 1521, 


Spaniards. 


Tus city of Mexico is repreſented as one of the 
moſt ſtriking monuments of human grandeur. Its 
ſpacious ſquares, its ſymptuous palaces, its magnifi- 
cent temples, aie pompouſly diſplayed by the Spaniſh 
hiſtorians 3 but we muſt not give entire credit to thoſe 
ſplendid deſeriptions. The mechanical arts could not 
be carried to great perfection in a country where the 
uſe of iron was unknown; nor could the ſciences or 
liberal arts be cultivated with ſucceſs among a peo- 
ple ignorant of letters. "The hieroglyphics, which 
the Mexicany are ſaid to have made uſe of for com- 
municating their ideas, could but imperfectly anſwer 
that end, in compariſon of general ſymbols or figns ; 
and without a facile method of recording paſt tranſac- 
tions, and of preſerving our own thoughts and thoſe 
of others, ſociety can never make any conſiderable 
progreſs, The ferocious religion of the Mexicans is 
another proof of their barbarity; for although we 
frequently find abſurd ceremonies preyail among po- 

26 De Solis, lib, iv. cap. xx, 


liſhed 


4. b. 1532. 
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liſhed nations, we ſeldom or ever meet with thoſe 
that are cruel, Civilized man has a feeling for man, 


Human blood was profuſely ſpilt upon the altar of 


the Mexican gods; and, if we believe the moſt re. 
ſpectable Spaniſh hiſtorians, human fleſh (though 
only that of enemies) was greedily devoured both 
by the priefts and the people. Enormous ſuperſti- 
tion and exceſſive deſpotiſm always go hand in hand. 
When the mind is enſlaved, it is eaſy to enſlave the 
body. Montezuma was the moſt abſolute ſovereign 
uponearth, and his ſubjects the nen, e ſlaves. 


Tun conqueſt + Mexico was followed by that of 
Peru, another country in the new world abounding 


yet more in precious metals. 


Prev had long been governed by a race of em- 
perors, under the name of Incas, who were ſuppoſed 
to be the deſcendants of the Sun. The name of the 
Spaniſh invader was Pizarro, and that of the Inca 
in poſſeſſion of the crown, Atahualpa. Alarmed at 
the ravages of the Spaniards, this prince agreed to 
an interview with their general, in order to ſettle the 
conditions of a peace. Though Pizarro ſolicited the 


conference, he had no thoughts but of war. The In- 


ca, it is ſaid, was not more fincere in his profeſſions, 
He came to the place -of*meeting carried upon a 
throne of gold, and attended by upwards. of ten thou- 
ſand men: twenty thouſand.more are reported to have 
waited his ſignal ; but for this report, or the infincerity 
of the Inca, there ſeems to have been no foundation | 
in fact. All the Peruvians were richly dreſſed, and 
their arms glittered with gold and precious ſtones. 
The avarice of the Spaniards was inflained. Pizarro 
diſpoſed his followers, who did not exceed two hun- 


dred, in the moſt adyantageous order, while Vincen- 
8 | ti 
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ji Valverde, a Dominican friar, advanced towards 
Atahualpa, with a crucifix in one hand and a brevia- 
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in the other. He addreſſed to the Inca, by the A. D. 1g 3. 


help of an interpreter, a long diſcourſe, unfolding the 
principles of the Chriſtian faith, and preſſing him to 
embrace that religion, and ſubmit himſelf to the king 
of Spain, to whom the pope had given Peru, Ata- 


hualpa, who had liſtened with a good deal of patience, 


replied thus to his pious admoniſher: „How extra- 
« yagant is it in the pope, to give away ſo liberally 
« that which doth not belong to him !—He is infe- 
& rior, you own, to God the Father, to God the Son, 
«and to God the Holy Ghoſt : theſe are all your 
6 gods; and the gods only can diſpoſe of kingdoms. 
] ſhould like to be a friend to the king of Spain, 
te who has ſufficiently diſplayed his power by ſending 
tt armies to ſuch diſtant countries; but I will not be 
& his vaſſal. I owe tribute to no mortal prince: I 
Know no ſuperior upon earth. T he religion of my 
«anceſtors I venerate : and to renounce it would be 
«equally abſurd and impious, until you have con- 
«yinced me it is falſe, and that yours, which you 
« would have me embrace, is true. You adore a god, 
« who died upon a gibbet; I worſhip the Sun, who 
never dies,” fol 


6. VexnGeAncE !'?—cried Valverde, turning to- 
wards the Spaniards j—** vengeance, my friends! 
“kill theſe dogs, who deſpiſe the religioa of the 
*.crols 7. ? 


Tur word of command was given; the artillery 
played ; the muſquetry fired ; the cavalry ſpread con- 
fuſion and terror; while Pizarro advanced, at the 


| head of a choſen band, and ſeized the perſon of the 


27. Benzoni, Hiſt. Nov. Ort. lib, iii, Herrera, dec. iii. Zarete, lib, 
Jil Garcilaſſo, lib. i. 
7 


Inca. 
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PARTI. Iaca. The ſlaughter was dreadful, and the pill 
S—— inmenſe, The blow was final: Peru ceaſed to be an 

| empire. The deſcendants of the Sun, who united! in 
, their perſon both the regal and pontifical dignity, ſunk 

under a fet of bandifti that knew not their birth, ax. 
ter draining Atahualpa of his treaſure, under pre- 
tence of a ranſom for his liberty, Pizarro condemned 
A. D. 1533 · him to be burnt alive, as an obſtinate idolater. But 
through the mediation of father Valverde, bleſſed in- 
terceſſor! the Iaca's ſentence was changed into 


ſtrangling, on condition that he ſhould & in the 
Chriftian faith MT... 


THe conqueſt of Mexico and Peru put the Spa. 
niards at once in poſſeſfion of more ſpecie than all the 
other nations of Europe. Yet Spain from that æta 
has continued to decline. It has declined in popula- 
tion, induſtry, and vigour. The vices attendant 

upon riches have corrupted all ranks of men, and 
enervated the national ſpirit. From being the firſt 
kingdom in Europe, it is become one of the | leſs con- 
ſiderable. Portugal has experienced a like fate, fince 
the diſcovery of the paſſage to India by the Cape of 

| Good Hope, and the. ſettlement of Brazil: and from 
the ſame cauſc, a too 7 ny and ſudden influx of 
wealth. 


Tus reflections naturally lead us to enquire, 


« How far the diſcoveries of the Portugueſe and Spa- 


* niards have been advantageous to Europe, or bene- 
$ ficial to mankind,” The ſubject is complicated, 
and will beft be illuſtrated by the ſequel of events, 
and the refleQions ſuggeſted by ſuch a train of parti- 


28. Id. Ibid. 


culars. | 
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enfars, Meanwhile I ſhall obſerve, That writers in 
general are wrong in aſcribing to thoſe diſcoveries our 
preſent improvements in commerce and. civilization, 
Commerce and civilization were faſt advancing in Eu- 
rope before the beginning of the ſixteenth century; 
and this quarter of the globe would have been nearly 
m the ſituation in which we now find it, though no 


uch diſcoveries had been made. We ſhould not in- 
geed have had ſo much ſpecie, but we ſhould have 


had leſs occaſion for it: the price of labour would 
hve been lower, and would have borne the ſame 


proportion to the price of proviſions, which would, 


have anſwered the purpoſe of a larger quantity of cir- 
eulating money. Our reſources in war would have 
been fewer; but our real ſtrength might perhaps have 


been greater, as we ſhould not have had occaſion to 
colonize and combat at both extremities of the globe. 


Ir muſt, however, be owned, That the paſſage by 
the Cape of Good Hope, in the firſt inſtance, has 
been of ſingular ſervice to the genera commerce of 
Europe. Our trade with India was formerly con- 
ducted by means of the Arabs, who, conſequently, 
had a ſhare in the profits: it is now entirely carried 
en by Europeans. European ſhips and European 
failors, import the commodities of the Eaſt into our 
harbours. But in balance of this advantage, the new 


paſſage, by being open to every nation, has increaſed 


the taſte for Indian commodities, and whetted the a- 
varice of man. It has made the nations of Europe 
maſſacre one another in the South of Aſia, and rob 
and murder the induſtrious natives, without feeling: 
or remorſe; while it has hurt the European manuſac- 
wer, by furniſhing foreign fabrics of ſuperior qua- 
lity, at a lower price than he can afford to ſell. It 
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PART L has encouraged a loſing trade: for ſuch, in general, 
that with India muſt be accounted; a trade which 
continues to drain Europe of its bullion and ſpecie, 
the commodities of the Eaſt being chiefly Purchaſed 
5 with gold and fil ver. | 


h— — 


Tus mines of Mexico and Peru are neceſſary to 

_ ſupply that drain. So far the diſcovery of America 
muft be accounted a good, of at leaſt the palliation of 
an evil. Beſides, the colonies eſtabliſhed on the con- 
tinent, and in the iſlands of America, depend chiefly 
upon Europe for their manufactures, and furniſh an 
honeſt and comfortable maintenance to millions of 
out people, who muſt otherwiſe have wanted bread, 
or have lived in the loweſt ſtate of wretchedneſs. In 
this view, America is favourable both to induſtry and 
population. Theſe are ſolid advantages, and the ſu- 
perabundance of the precious metals alone could make 
Spain and Portugal overlook them. They are poor 
amid their treaſures ; while other nations, profiting 
by their indolence, grow wealthy by ſupplying their 
wants. The labour of a people is the only deſirable 
ſource of their riches, and the only certain road to 
their felicity ; though mankind, in general, are ſo 
ignorant as to ſuppoſe, that they ſhould be happier 
without toil, | As | 
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Tux diſcovery of America has increaſed the labour 

of Europe, and conſequently its happineſs, colleCtive- 
ly confidered, It has alſo increaſed the number of 
the civilized part of the human ſpecies, by opening a 
boundleſs region for the planting of European colo- 
nies; which have greatly flouriſhed in many parts, 
and ſupplied the inhabitants of the mother-countrics 


with a variety of commodities, formerly unknown, 
x | that 
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that contribute to the more comfortable enjoyment of 


life, and to the extenſion of trade. But the violent 
means by which thoſe colonies were generally eſta- 
bliſhed, and the outrages which continue to be exer- 
ciſed againſt the injured natives as often as they at- 
tempt to reinſtate themſelves in their original rights, 


together with the brutal ſlavery to which another race 


of men are condemned, in order to cultivate the lands 


ſo unjuſtly ſeized and held, are circumſtances over 


which humanity muſt ever mourn, and which the 
heart of every lover of his ſpecies will tell him no 
commercial, no political motives can authoriſe or 


rindicate. 


Ws muſt now, my dear Philip, return to the line 
of general hiſtory, and enter upon that important era, 
when all the great powers on the European continent, 


made a trial of their ſtrength i in Italy; when religion 
united with ambition to give new energy to the ſword; 
when creeds, no leſs than kingdoms, became the 


ſource of war, and fire and faggot were employed to 
enforce human belief, 
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1 IErrER FIYHOUGH Maximilian could not prevail upon cc 
EVE I the German eleQors to chuſe his grandſon of fa 

AD. 1519. Spain king of the Romans, he had diſpoſed their | ad 
minds in fayour of that prince: and other-circum« pt 

ſtanees, on the death of the emperor, conſpired tothe W 

.* | exaltation of Charles. The imperial erown had ſo Ji 

4 long continued in the Auſtrian line, that it began to 1 

| be conſidered as hereditary in that family; and Ger. G 


many, torn by religious diſputes, ſtood in need of a 
powerful emperor, not only to'preferve its own in- 
ternal tranquillity, but alſo to protect it againſt the F 
victorious arms of -the Turks, who, under Selim J. t 
; ' * threatened the liberties of Europe. This fierce acd ü 
N rapid conqueror had already ſubdued the Mamalukes, 1 
a barbarous militia that had diſmembered the empire 0 


of the Arabs, and made themſelves maſters of Egypt i 
and Syria, The power of Charles appeared necefiary 4 

do oppoſe that of Selim. The extenſive dominions of 2 
the houſe of Auſtria, which gave him an intereſt in K 
the preſervation of Germany; the rich ſovereignty of f 
the Netherlands and Franche-Comté; the entire pol- , 
ſeſſion of the great and warlike kingdom of Spain, toge- pF 


ther with that of Naples and Sicily, all united to hold 
him vp to the firſt dignity among Chriſtian princes : 
and the New World ſeemed only to be called into ex- 
iſtence that its treaſures might enable him to defend 60 
9 Chriſtendom | 


non N err. 


Chriſtendom ee 168 Iafidels. «Barks was Ga lan- 
Fb 1. 1 no 4 received intelli⸗ 
gener of the death of Maximilian, than he declared 


himſelf a candidate for the empire; and with no leſs 


confidence of ſucceſs than Charles. He truſted to his ſu- 
perior years and experience, with his great reputation 
in arms, acquired by the victory, at Marignan, and the 
conqueſt of Milan. And it was farther urged in his 
favour: that the impetuoſity of the French cavalry, 
| added to the firmneſs of the German infantry, would 
ptoye itreſiſtible; and not only be ſufficient, under a 
warlike emperor, to ſet limits to the ambition of Se- 
lim, but to break entirely the Ottoman power, and 
prevent it from: ever becoming n again to 
day. rr 2 | 


born + were plauſible. The ana of 
Francis were leſs extenſive, but more united than 
thoſe of Charles. His ſubjects were numerous, ac- 
tire, brave, lovers of glory and lovers of their king. 
Theſe were ſtrong arguments in favour of his power, 
ſo deceſſary at this juncture; but he had no natural 
intereſt in the Germanic body: and the electors, hear« 
ing ſo much of military force on each ſide, became 
more alarmed for their own privileges than the com- 
mon ſafety. They determined to reje& both candi- 
dates, and offered the imperial crown to Frederic, 
ſurnamed the Wiſe, duke of Saxony. But he, un- 
dazzled by the ſplendour of an object courted with ſo 
much eagerneſs by two mighty monarchs, rejected it 
with a magnanimity no leſs ſingular than great. 


© Ix times of tranquillity,” faid Frederic, © we 
*wiſh for an emperor who has no power to invade 
Vor. II. 8 « gur 
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Sako liberties; times of danger demand one, who 

ce who is able to ſecure our ſafety,” The Turkiſh ar- 
5 mies, led by a warlike and victorious monarch, are 
* now aſſembling: they are ready to pour in upon 
© Germany with a violence unknown in former agez, 
„% New conjun@ures call for new expedients, The 
c ;mperial ſceptre muſt be committed to ſome hand 
©& more powerful than mine, or that of any other 
German prince, We poſſeſs neither dominion, 
«© nor revenues, nor authority, which enable us to 
© encounter ſuch a formidable enemy. Recourſe muſt 
cc be had, in this exigency, to one of the rival mo- 
& narchs. Each of them can bring into the field 
ce forces ſufficient for our defence. But as the king 


e of Spain is of German extraction, as he is a mem- 


ber and prince of the empire by the territories 

& which deſcend to him from his grand-father, and 
& as his dominions ftretch along that frontier which 
t lies moſt expoſed to the enemy, his claim, in my 
opinion, is preferable to that of a ſtranger to our 


language, to our blood, and to our country i.“ 
guage * 


en was elected in ebnfbeſuebee of this ſpeech. 


Tur two candidates had hitherto conducted their 
rivalſhip with emulation, but without enmity. They 
had even ſoftened their competition by many expreſ- 
ions of friendſhip and regard. Francis in particular 
declared, with his uſual vivacity, that his brother 
Charles and he were fairly and openly ſuitors to the 
ſame miſtreſs :- The moſt aſſiduous and fortunate,” 
added he, „ will win ber; and the other muſt ref 
< contented *.” But although a generous and high- 


minded prince, while animated by the hope of jue- 


1. Scard. Rer. Germ. Script. . Seckend, Comment. Robertſon, Mp 
Charles 7. book i. 1 x iS - Guicciardini, * xili. 8 b, 
1 | Cel, 


MODERN EUROPE. 


ceſs, might be capable of forming ſuch a philoſophic LETTER 
reſolution; it ſoon appeared that he had promiſed a 

moderation too refined for humanity, and which he A. P. 1519. 
was little able to practiſe. 


The preference was no 
ſooner given to his rival, than Francis diſcovered all 
the paſſions natural to diſappointed ambition. He 
could not ſuppreſs his chagrin and indignation, at be- 
ing banlked in his favourite purpoſe, and rejected in 
the face of all Europe, for a youth yet unknowa to 
fame.” The ſpirit of Charles reſented ſuch contempt : 
and from this jealouſy, as much as from oppoſition 
of intereſts, aroſe that emulation between thoſe two 
great monarchs, which involved them in almoſt perpe- 
tual e and kept their whole age in e 


Warn princes or private perſons are reſolved to 


quarrel, it is eaſy to find a brand of diſcord. Charles 


and Francis had many interfering claims in Italy; 
and, beſide theſe obvious ſources of contention and 
competition, the latter thought himſelf bound in 
honour to reſtore the king of Navarre to his domini- 
ons, unjuſtly ſeized by the crown of Spain. They im- 
mediately began to negociate; and as Henry VIII. 
of England was the third prince of the age in power 
and in dignity, his friendſhip was eagerly courted by 
each of the rivals. He was the natural guardian of 
the liberties of Europe. Senfible of the conſequence 
which his fituation gave him, and proud of his pre- 


eminence, Henry knew it to be his intereſt to keep 


the balance even between the contending powers, and 
to reſtrain both, by not joining conſtantly with either. 
Bat he was ſeldom able to reduce his ideas to practice: 

he was governed by caprice more than by principle: 


the paſſions of. the man were ever an over-match _ 
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for the maxims of the king. Vanity and reſentment 
were the great ſprings of all his actions; and his 


neighbours, by touching theſe, found an eaſy Way to 
draw him into their meaſures, 


tg 2 

ALL the jimpblitic ſteps in Henry's government, 
however, muſt not be imputed to himſelf : many of 
them were occaſioned by the ambition and avarice of 
his prime miniſter and favourite, cardinal Wolley. 


This man, who by his talents and accompliſhments 
had riſen from one of the loweſt conditions in life to 


N higheſt employ ments, both in church and ſtate, 


and who lived with regal ſplendour, governed the 
haughty, preſumptuous, and intractable ſpirit of 
Henry, with abſolute aſcendancy. Equally rapaciou 
and profuſe, he was inſatiable in deſiring wealth; vain 
and oftentatious, he was greedy of adulation; of 


| boundleſs ambition, he aſpired after new honours with 
an eagerneſs unabated by his former ſucceſs. To 


theſe paſſions he himſelf ſacrificed every conſideration, 
divine and human; and whoever ſought to obtain his 
favour, or that of his maſter, found it neceſſary alſo 


to ſacrifice liberally to them, 


Francis was equally well acquainted with the 
character of Henry and df his miniſter. He had ſuc- 
ceſsfully flattered Wolſey's pride, by bonouring hin 
with particular marks of his confidence, and beſtow 
ing upon him the appellations of Father, Tutor, and 
Governor; and he had obtained the reſtitution of 


. Tournay, by adding a penſion to theſe reſpeAful t- 
tles. He now ſolicited an interview with the kingot 


England near Calais; in hopes of being able, by fi- 
miliar converſation, to attach him to A friendſhip 
and 


ye on, &. >. xg 
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and intereſt while he gratified the cardinal's yanity, 
by affording him an opportunity of diſplaying his 
magoificence in the preſence of two courts, and of 
diſcovering to the two nations his influence oyer their 
monarchs, We 


pol irie though young, Charles dreaded the ef- 
fefts. of this projected interview between two gallant 
princes, whoſe hearts were no leſs ſuſceptible of 
friendſhip, than their manners were of inſpiring it. 
Finding it impoſſible, however, to prevent a viſit, in 
which the vanity of all parties was ſo much concern- 
ed, he endeavoured to defeat its purpoſe, and to pre- 
occupy the favour of the Engliſh monarch, and of his 
miniſter, by an act of complaiſance flill more flatter- 
ing and more , uncommon, Relying wholly npon 
Henry's generoſity for his ſafety, he landed at Dover, 
in his way from Spain to the Low Countries. The 
ling of England, who was on his way to France, charm- 


ed with fuch an inſtance of confidence, haſtened to re- 


eeive his royal gueſt; and Charles, during his ſhort 
ſay, had the addreſs not only to give Henry favour- 
able impreffions of his character and intentions, but 
to detach Wolſey entirely from the intereſts of Fran- 
eis. The tiara had attracted the eye of that ambi- 


tious prelate; and as the emperor knew that the pa- 


pacy was the ſole point of elevation, beyond his pre- 
ent greatneſs, at which he could aſpire, he made him 
an offer of his intereſt on the firſt vacancy 3, 


Ox the day of Charles's departure, Henry went over 
to Calais with his whole court, in order to meet Fran- 
eis. Their interview was in an open plain between 
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Life of Welſey. 
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Guiſnbs and Ardres; where the two kings and thelr 


attendants diſplayed their magnificence with ſuch e. 
* mulation and profuſe expence, as procured it the name 


of the Field of the Cloth of Gold. Here Henry ereRted 


a ſpacious houſe of wood and canvas, framed in Log. 
don, on which, under the figure of an Engliſh archer, 
was inſcribed the following motto: „“ He prevail; 
&« whom 1 favour!” alluding to his own political fi. 
tuation, as holding in his hands the balance of power 


between the emperor and French monarch, Feats of 


chivalry, however, parties of gallantry, and ſuch exer. 
ciſes as were in that age reckoned manly or elegant, ra- 


ther than ſerious buſineſs, occupied the two courts dur- 


ing the time they continued together, which was eigh- 
teen days. And here I cannot help noticing a circum- 
ſtance that ſlrongly marks the manners of thoſe times, 
and their contraſt to our's, if not their comparative ruſ- 
ticity. After the French and Engliſh wreſtlers had 
exerciſed their ſtrength and agility, which, according 
to the phraſe of the hiſtorian, afforded excellent pafline, 
the kings of France and England, ſays Fleuranges, 


- retired to a tent, where they drank together; and the 


king of England ſeizing the king of France by the 


collar, ſaid, ** My brother, I muſt wreſtle with you!” 
and attempted once or twice to trip up his heels ; but the 
king of France, who was an excellent wreſtler, twiſted 


bim round, and threw him on the ground with great 


violence. Henry wanted to reneiy the ſtruggle, but 
was e 4, 


| AFTER taking-leave of this ſcene of diffipation, 
the king of England paid a vifit to the emperor and 
Margaret of Savoy, at Gravelines, and engaged them 
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to go along with him to Calais; where the artful and LRTTER 
politic Charles completed the impreffion which he had Vs 
begun to make on Henry and his favourite, and ef- A p. 


faced all the friendſhip to which. the frank and gene- 
rous nature of Francis had given birth. He renewed 
his aſſurances of affiſting Wolſey in obtaining the pa- 
pay; and he put him in preſent poſſeſſion of the re- 
yenues of the ſees of Badajox, and Palencia, in Spain. 
He flattered Henry's pride, by convincing him of his 
own importance, and of the juſtneſs of the motto 
which he had choſen; offering to ſubmit to his ſole 
arbitration, any difference that might ariſe between 
him and Francis®, 


Tairs important point being ſecured, Charles re- 
paired to Aix la-Chapelle, where he was ſolemnly in- 


veſted with the crown and ſceptre of Charlemagne, in 
preſence of a more ſplendid and numerous aſſembly 


than had appeared on any former inauguration, 


About the ſame time Solyman II. ſurnamed the Mag- 
gificent, one of the moſt accompliſhed, enterpriſing, 
and warlike of the Turkiſh princes, and a conftant and 
formidable rival of the German emperor, aſcended the 


Ottoman throne, in conſequence of the death of Selim. 


Tux firſt act of Charles's adminiftration was the. 


appointing a diet to be held at Worms, in order to con- 
cert with the princes of the empire proper meaſures for 
checking the progreſs of © thoſe new and dangerous 
„opinions, which threatened to diſturb the peace of 


Germany, and to overturn the religion of their an- 
„ ceſtors.” The opinions propagated by Luther and 


his followers were here meant. That bold innovator, 


aſter the diet at Augſburg, and the death of Maximi- 


5. Polyd, Virg. Fiddes, ubi ſup. 
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lian, had freely promulgated his opinions, under 
the protection of the Elector of Saxony, to whom thy 
vicariate of that part of Germany which is governed 
by the Saxon laws was committed, during the inter. 


regnum that preceded the election of Charles v. 


And theſe opinions were ſuffered to take root in dif. 


ferent places, and to grow up to ſome degree of 


ſtrength and firmneſs. But Leo X. though little ſkill. 
ed in ſuch controverſies, came at laſt to be alarmed 2 
Luther's progreſs; and, convinced that all hopes of 
reclaiming him by forbearance were in vain, iſſued 


a bull of excommunication againſt him. His books 


were ordered to be burnt, and he himſelf was deli. 
vered over to Satan, as an obſtinate heretic, if he did 
not, within fixty days, publicly recant his errors, 


| Tars ſentence neither diſconcerted or intimidated 
Luther. After renewing his appeal to a general 
council, he publiſhed remarks upon the bull of ex- 
communication, and boldly declared the pope to be 


the Man of Sin, or Antichriſt, whoſe appearance is 


foretold in the Revelations of St. John; declaimed 
againſt the tyranny and uſurpations of the court of 
Rome with greater vehemence than ever, exhorted all 
Chriftian princes to ſhake off ſuch an ignominious 
yoke, and boaſted of his own happineſs i in being 
marked out as the object of eccleſiaſtical indignation, 
becauſe he had ventured to aſſert the rights of reli- 
gion, and the mental liberty of mankind, Nor did 
he confine his contempt of the papal power to words 
alone, He aſſembled all the profeſſors and ſtudents 
of the uniyerfity of Wittemberg, and with great pomp, 
and before a vaſt multitude of ſpe&ators, caſt the vo- 


lumes of the canon law, together with the bull of 
excom- 
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excommunication, into the flames: —and his exam- UE 
ple was imitated in ſeveral other cities. — 

; | | | A. D. 2320. 
Wurz the credit and autherity of the Roman 

atiff were thus furiouſly ſhaken in Germany, an 
attack no leſs violent, and occaſioned by the ſame 
cauſes, was made upon them in Switzerland. The 
Franciſcans being entruſted with the ſale of indul- 
gencies in that country, executed their commiſſion 
with the ſame unbluſhing rapaciouſneſs, which had 
rendered the Dominicans ſo odious in Saxony. They 
proceeded, however, with uninterrupted ſucceſs till 
they arrived at Zurich; where they received a mor- 
tal blow from Zuinglius, canon of that place, a man 
of extenſive learning, uncommon ſagacity, and he- 
roic intrepidity of ſpirit, Animated with a republi- 
can boldneſs, and free from thoſe reſtraints which 
ſubjection to the will of a prince, and perhaps a rem- 
nant of original prejudice, impoſed upon the Ger- 
man reformer, he advanced with more daring and ra- 
pid ſteps to overturn the whole fabric of the eſtabliſh- 
ed religion; and the pope's ſupremacy was ſoon de- 
nied in the greater part of Switzerland 7, - 


Sven was the ſtate of the Reformation, when 
Chares V. arrived in Germany, No ſecular prince 
had yet embraced the new opinions; no change in the 
eſtabliſhed forms of worſhip had been introduced, 
nor any encroachments made upon the poſſeſſions or 
juriſdiction of the clergy : a deep impreſſion, how- 
ever, was made upon the minds of the people; their 
reverence for ancient inſtitutions and doctrines was 
ſhaken; and the materials were already ſcattered, 


6. Seckend, Comment, Luth, Oper. vol ii, 7. Ruchart, Hi,. de 
a ia Reformat, en Sri. liv. i. i 
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LETTER which produced theconflagration, thatafterwardsſprea 


.LVI.; 
— 


A. D. 1521. 


over all Europe. Charles ſaw the flames gathering, 
and, as he found it neceſſary to ſecure the friendſhi 
of Leo X. he cited Luther to appear before the diet it 
Worms. Luther did not heſitate 'a moment about 
yielding obedience: he accompanied the herald who 
brought the emperor's letter and ſafe- conduct. 6«] 
«am lawfully called to appear in that city, fuld 
he to ſome of his friends, who were anxious for his 
ſafety ; © and thither I will goin the name of the 


„Lord, though as many devils as tiles upon the 


« houſes were there aſſembled againſt me 8 


Haw vanity id the love of alk; from which 
no human heart is free, been the ſole principles by 
which Luther was influenced, his reception at Worms 
was ſuch as he might have reckoned a full reward for 


all his labours. Vaſt crowds aſſembled to ſee him 


whenever he walked abroad; and his apartment 
were daily filled with princes and perſonages of the 


| higheſt rank, who treated him with all the reſpe& that 


1s due to ſuperior merit, but which is more particu- 


| larly commanded by thoſe who poſſeſs the power of 


directing the underſtanding and the ſentiments of 


others. Rank or birth can reccive no homage ſo flat- 


tering; for they can receive none ſo ſincere, or which 
has ſo immediate a reference to thoſe qualities, which 


men call their own. Luther was not, however, in- 


toxicated: he behaved before the diet with equal de- 
cency and firmneſs. He readily acknowledged an ex · 


ceſs of vehemence and acrimony in his controverſial 


writings ; but he refuſed to retract his opinions, till 
convinced of their falſhood, or conſent to their be- 


3. Luth. Oper, vol. ii. : 
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Neither threats nor entreaties could preyail on him 


to depart from this reſolution, Some of the fathers A.D. 1527. 


therefore propoſed to imitate 'the example of the 
council of Conſtance, in its proceedings relative to 
ohn Huſs; to commit to the flames the author of this 
peſtilent hereſy, now in their power, and deliver the 
church at once from ſo dangerous an enemy : but the 
members of the diet refuſing to expoſe the German 
integrity to freſh reproach by a ſecond violation of 
public faith, and Charles being no leſs unwilling to 
bring a ſtain, upon the beginning of his adminiſtra- 
tion by ſuch an ignominious meaſure, Luther was per- 
mitted to depart in ſafety 9, A few days after he left 
the city, a ſevere edit was iſſued in the emperor's 
name, and by authority of the diet, forbidding any 
prince to harbour him, and requiring all to concur in 


ſeizing his perſon, as ſoon as his ſafe- conduct was ex- 


pired. But the elector of Saxony, his faithful pa- 
tron, took him again, though ſecretly, under pro- 
tection. Luther, in ſolitude, propagated his opinions; 
and Charles, for a time, found other matters to en- 
gage his attention. 


Tux Spaniards, who were diſſatisfied with the de- 
parture of their ſovereign, whoſe election to the em- 
pire they foreſaw would interfere with the adminiſtra- 
tion of his own kingdom, and incenſed at the avarice 
of the Flemings, to whom the direction of public af- 
fairs had been committed ſince the death of cardinal 
Ximenes, broke out into open rebellion, Several 
grandees, in order to ſhake off that oppreſſion, enter- 
ed into an aſſociation, to which they * the name 


9. F. Paul. Seckend. 
of 


267 
ing tried by any other ſtandard than the ſeripture. LETTER 


LVIII. 


268 
PART I. 


| A.D. 2521. as the means of redreſs. This ſeemed, to Francis. 
| favourable JunQure for reinſtating the family of John 


THE HISTORY OF 
of the Sancta Junda: : and the ſword was appealed to, 
z& 
d' Albret, in the kingdom of Navarre. Charles wa 


at a diſtance from that part of his dominions, and the 
troops uſually ſtationed there had been recalled tg 


- quell the commotions in Spain. A French army, un. 


der Andrew de Foix, ſpeedily conquered Navarre; 
but that young and 1nexperienced nobleman, dazzled 
with ſucceſs, and puſhed on by military ardour, ven- 
tured to enter Caftile. Though divided among them. 
ſelves, the Spaniards united againft a foreign enemy ; 
routed his forces, took him priſoner, and recovered 
Navarre in a ſhorter time than he had ſpent in ſub- 


_ duing it, 


HosT1LiT1Es thus begun in one quarter, between 
therival monarchs, IDE ſpread to another. Theking 
of France encouraged the duke of Bouillon to make 
war upon the emperor, and invade Luxembourg, 
Charles, after humbling the duke, attempted to enter 
France, but was repelled and worſted before Mezieres, 


by the famouschevalierde Bay ard; diſtinguiſhed among 


his cotemporaries by the appellation of The Knit 
without fear and without reproach, and who. united the 
talents of a conſummate general to the punctilious ho- 
nour and romantic gallantry of the heroes of chival- 
ry. Francis broke into the Low Countries; where, 
by an excels of caution, an error not natural to him, 
he loſt an opportupity of cutting off the whole impe- 
rial army; and, what was ſtill greater miſcondudt, 
he diſguſted the conſtable Bourbon, by giving the 
command of the van to the duke of Alengon **. 


10 Ocuvr, de Brantome, toms vi. Mem, de Bellay. 
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"DvrING theſe operations | in the field, an uiiſiicciſh- 

ful congreſs was held at Calais, under the mediation of 
Henry VIII. It ferved only to exaſperate the parties 

it was intended to reconcile, And a league was ſoon 
after concluded at Bruges, through the intrigues of 
Wolſey, between the pope, Henry, and Charles, againſt 
France, Leo had already entered into a ſeparate league 


with the emperor, and the French were faſt loſing 
ground in Italy?“ 1. | 


Tart lence and exaAions of marechal de Lau- 


trec, governor of Milan, had totally alienated the af- 
fections of the Milaneſe from France. They reſolved 
to expel the troops of that nation, and put themſelves 

under the government of Francis Sforza, brother of 
Maximilian their late duke. In this reſolution they 
were encouraged by the pope, who excommunicated 
Lautrec, and took into his pay a conſiderable body of 


Swifs. The papal army, commanded by Proſper Co- 


loona, an experienced general, was joined by rein- 
forcements from Germany and Naples; while Lautrec, 
neglected by his court, and deſerted by the Swiſs in its 
pay, was unable to make head againſt the enemy. 
The city of Milan was betrayed by the inhabitants to 
the confederates; Parma and Placentia were united to 
the ecclefiaſtical ſtate: and of their conqueſts in Lom- 
bardy, only the town of Cremona, the caſtle of Milan, 


and a few inconfiderable forts. remained 1 in the hands 
of the French * o 


Leo X. received the account of his rapid ſucceſs 
with ſuch tranſports of joy, as are ſaid to have brought 


on a fever, which occaſioned his death. The ſpirit of 


*. Rymer, Fed. vol. xiii, Herbert, Hift. Hen, VIII. 
32, Guicciardioi, lib, xiv. Mem. de Bellay. 
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the confederacy was broken, and its operations ſuf. 
pended by that event. The Swiſs were recalled: 


ſome other mercenaries were diſbanded for want of 
pay; ſo that the Spaniatds, and a few Germans in the 


_ emperor's ſervice, only remained to defend the duchy 


of Milan. But Lautrec, who with the remnant of 
his army had taken ſhelter in the Venetian territories, 
deftitute both of men and money, was unable to im- 


prove this ' favourable opportunity, All his efforts 


were rendered ineffectual by the vigilance and abi- 
lity of Colonna and his aſſociates. 


 MranTine high diſcord prevailed. in theconclave, 


Wolſey's name, notwithſtanding all the emperor's mag⸗- 
nificent promiſes, was ſcarcely mentioned there, Ju- 


lio of Medicis, Leo's nephew, thought himſelf ſure of 


the election; when, by an unexpected turn of for- 


tune, Cardinal Adrian of Utrecht, Charles's precep- 
tor, who at that time governed Spain in the charaQter 


of viceroy, was unanimouſly raiſed to the papacy, to 
the aſtoniſhmeat of all Europe, and the great diſguſt 
of the Italians. | | 


' Francs, rouſed by the rifing conſequence of his ri- 


val, reſolved to exert himſelf with frefh vigour, in or- 


der to wreſt from him his late conqueſts in Lombardy, 
Lautrec received a ſupply of money, and a recruit of 


ten thouſand Swiſs infantry, With this reinforce- 


ment he was enabled once more to act offenſively, 


and even to advance within a few miles of the city of 


Milan; when money again failing him, and the Swils 
growing mutinous, he was obliged to attack the Im- 
perialiſts in their camp at Bicocca, where he was re- 


pulſed with great ſlaughter, having loſt his braveſt of- 
ficers and beſt troops. All the Swiſs that ſurvived 
EO | —_— 
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immediately ſet Got for their own country; ; and Lau- LETTER; 
tree deſpairing of being able to keep the field, retired © 
to. France. Genoa, which ſtill remained ſubje& to A. D. 1522. 
Francis, and which|made it eaſy for him to execute any 

ſcheme for the recovery of Milan, was ſoon after 

taken-by Colonna : the authority of the emperor and 

his faction was every where eſtabliſhed in Italy. The 

citadel of Cremona was the ſole fortrefs that remained 

in the hands of the bun 8. . 0 


Tar «fMiQion of Francis, for ſuch a ſucceſſion of 
misfortunes, was augmented by the unexpected arri- 
val of an Engliſh herald, who in the name of his ſo- 
rereign declared war againſt France, The courage 
of this high-ſpirited prince, however, did not forſake 
him, Though his treaſury was exhauſted by expenſive 
pleaſures, no leſs than by hoftile enterprizes, he aſſem- 
' bled a confiderable army, and put his kingdom in a 
poſture for reſiſting his new enemy, without abandon- 
ing any of the ſchemes which he was forming againſt 
the emperor, He was ſurpriſed, but not alarmed at 
ſuch a denunciation. | 


WL ix to derive as much advantage as poſſible 
from ſo powerful an ally, Charles paid a ſecond viſit to 
the court of England in his way to Spain, where his pre- 
ſence was become highly neceſſary. And his ſucceſs 
here exceded his moſt ſanguine expectations. He not 
only gained the entire friendſhip of Henry, whopublicly 
ntrfied the treaty of Bruges, but diſarmed the reſent- 
ment of Wolſey, by aſſuring him of the papacy on 
Adrian's death; an event ſeemingly. not diſtant, by 
realon of his age and infirmities, In conſequence of 
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ax r i. theſe negociations an Engliſh army invaded France, 


1 
4 D. 1522 


% 


under the command of the earl of Surrey; who at the 

cloſe of the campaign, was obliged to retire, with hig 
forces greatly diminiſhed, without being able to make 
himſelf maſter of one place within the French fron. 


tier. Charles was more fortunate than his ally, He 


ſoon quelled the tumults that had ariſen in n, dur. 
2 * abſenec. a 


. the Chriſtian princes were thus waſting each 
other's ſtrength, Solyman the Magnificent entered 
Hungary, and made himſelf maſter of Belgrade, rec. 


| koned the chief barrier of that kingdom againſt the 


Terkiſh power, _ Encouraged by this ſucceſs, he 
turned his victorious arms againſt the iſland of Rhodes, 
thea the ſeat of the knights of St. John of Jeruſalem; 
and although every prince in that warlike age ac- 
knowledged Rhodes. to be the principal bulwark of 
Chriſtendom in the Levant, ſo violent was their ani- 
moſity againſt each other, that they ſuffered Solyman 


without diſturbance to carry on his operations againſt 


that city and iſland. Liſle Adam, the grand-mafter, 


made a gallant defence; but after. incredible efforts 


of courage, patienee, and military. kill, during a 
fiege of ſix months, he was obliged to ſurrender the 
place, having obtained an' honourable capitulation 


From the ſultan, who admired and reſpected his he- 


TOIC qualities 14, Charles and Francis were equally 
aſhamed of having occaſioned, through their conteſts, 
ſuch a loſs to the Chriſtian world; and the emperor, 
by way of reparation, granted to dhe knights of St. 
John the ſmall iſland of Malta, where they fixed their 
reſidence, and continue ftill to retain their ancient 


ſpirit, though much reduced in power and ſplen- 


dour. 


14. Fontan, de Bell. Rbed, Barre, Hift, & Allemag. wm. vil 
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Asia VI. though the creature of the emperor, 


and devoted to his intereſt, endeavoured to aſſume 
the impartiality which became the common father of 


chriſtendom, and laboured to reconcile the contend- 


ing priaces, that they might unite in a league againſt 
dolyman, whoſe conqueſt of Rhodes rendered him 
more formidable than ever to Europe. The Italian 
ſtates were no leſs deſirous of peace than the pope: 


M$: 


LETTER | 
Lv. 


A. D. 3 


aud fo much regard was paid by the hoſtile. powers to 


the exhortations. of his Holineſs, and to a bull, which 
he iſſued, requiring all Chriſtian princes to conſent 


to a truce for three years, that the imperial, the 


French, and the Engliſh ambaſſadors at Rome, were 


inpowered to treat of that matter. But while they 


waſted their time in fruitleſs negociations, their maſ- 


ters were continuing their preparations for war; and 


other negociations ſoon took place. The confede- 
ney againſt France became more formidable than 


neſs. _ 


Tun Venetians, who had hitherto adhered to the 
French intereſt, formed engagements with the empe- 


ror for ſecuring Francis Sforza in the poſſeſſion of the 


ducky. of Milan; and the pope, from a perſuaſion 
that the ambition of the French monarch was the only 
obſtacle to peace, acceded to the ſame alliance. The 
Floreatines, the dukes of Ferrara and Mantua, with 
all the other Italian powers, followed this example, 
Francis was left without a ſingle ally to reſiſt the ef- 
forts of a-multitude of enemies, whoſe armies every 


There threatened, and whoſe territories encompaſſed 


bis dominions. The emperor in perſon, at the 
lead of a Spaniſh- army, menaced France on the 
ide of Guienne ; the forces of England and the 
Netherlands hoyered over Picardy, and a numer- 
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ous body of Germans was properitg: to yon "ay 
ny fe | 


Tux dread of 60 many and foch ed eth 


ries, it was thought would have obliged Francis to bet 


wholly on the defenſive, orat leaft have prevented wy 


from entertaining any thoughts of marching into Ital. 
But ĩt was the peculiar charackeriſtie of this prince, too 
7 aptto Socom negligent on ordinary occaſions, to rouſe 
at the approach of imminent danger, and nor only u 


encounter it with fpirit'and intrepidity, but to provide 


_ againſt it with diligence and induſtry. Before his ene. 
mies were able to ſtrike a blow, Francis had aſſemble 


a a powerful heed with which he hoped to diſconcen 


all the emperor's ſchemes, by leading it in perſon in- 
to Italy: and this bold meaſure could ſcarcely have 
failed of the defired effect, had it been immediate. 


ly carried into execution. But the di iſcovery of: 


domeſtic conſpiracy, which threatened the deftruc. 
tion of his kingdom, 2 F rancis to * ſhort at 


Lyons. 


l duke of Bourbon, bigh conſtable of 


France, was a prince of the moſt ſhining talents. Hi: 
great abilities equally fitted him for the council or the 
field, while his eminent ſervices to the crown entitled 
him to its firſt favour, But unhappily Louiſa duchels 


of Angouleme, the king's mother, had contracted a vi- 


lent averſion againſt the houſe of Bourbon, and had 
taught her ſon, ayer whom ſhe kad acquired an ablo- 
lute aſcendant, to view all the conſtable's actions with 
Z jealous eye. After repeated affronts he retired from 
court, and began to liſten to the advances of the em- 


* peror's 
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peror's miniſters. . Meantime the ducheſs of Bourbon 
happened to die; and as the conſtable was no leſs hand- 
ſome than accompliſhed, the ducheis of Angouleme, 
{ill ſuſceptible of the tender paſſions, formed the ſcheme 
of marrying him. But Bourbon, who might have ex- 


aſpire, from the doating fondneſs of a woman who 


goyerned her ſon and the kingdom, incapable of imi- 
yu tating Louiſa in her ſudden tranfition from love to 


hate, or of meanly counterfeiting a paſſion for one 
who had ſo long purſued him with unprovoked malice, 
treated the propoſal with diſdain, and even turned it 


wu Louiſa was filled with all the rage of diſappointed wo- 
Ty man: ſhe reſolved to ruin, fince ſhe could not marry 
of. Bourbon, ; For this purpoſe ſhe commenced an ini- 
1 quitous ſuit againſt him; and by the chicanery of 


chancellor Du Prat, the conſtable was ſtript of his 
whole family eſtate. Driven to deſpair by ſo many 
muries, he had recourſe to meaſures which deſpair 
only could have dictated. He entered into a ſecret 
correſpondence with the emperor and the king of 
England; and he propoſed, as ſoon as Francis ſhould 


bis numerous vaſſals, and introduce foreign troops 
into the heart of France s. 


z VIO- 

| had ; | | | 

abſo- HayerLy Francis got intimation of this conſpiracy 
with before he left the kingdom. But not being ſufficiently - 


convinced of the conſtable's guilt, he ſuffered ſo dan- 
gerous an enemy to eſcape; and Bourbon, entering in- 
tothe emperor's ſeryice, employed all the reſources of 


16. \Thivanus, lib. i, cap, fl. Mam. de Bollay, liv: ii. 
MV: 54 his 


rected eyery thing to which an ambitious mind can 


into ridicule. At once refuſed and inſulted by the man 
whom love only could have made her ceaſe to perſceute, 


have croſſed the Alps, to raiſe an inſurrection among 
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his enterpriſing genius, and his military ſkill, to the 


T prejudice of his ſovereign and his native country, He 


6 a ſevere revenge for all his wrongs. 


In conſequence. of the difracy of this plot, and the 


eſcape of the powerful conſpirator, Francis relinquiſh. 


ed his. intention of leading his army in perſon into 
Italy. He was ignorant how far the infection had 
ſpread among his ſubjects, and afraid that his abſence 
might encourage them to make ſome deſperate at- 


tempt in favour of a man ſo much beloved. He did 
not however abandon his deſigh on the duchy of Mi. 
lan; but ſent forward, in order to ſubdue it, an army 
of thirty thouſand men, under the command of adni- 


ral Bonnivet. Colonna, who was entruſted with the 


defence of that duchy was in no condition to reſiſt ſuch 
a force; and the city of Milan, on which the whole 
territory depends, muſt have fallen into the hands of 


the French, had not Bonnivet, who poſſeſſed none of 


the talents of a general, waſted his time in frivolou 


enterprizes, till the inhabitants recovered from their 


conſternation. The imperial army was .rsjnforced, 


Colonna died, and Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, ſuc- 


A. D. 1524. 


ceeded him in the command. But the military ope- 
rations were chiefly conducted by the duke of Bour- 
bon and the marquis de Peſcara, the two greateſt gene- 


rals of their age. Bonniyet, deſtitute of the talents 


neceſſary to oppoſe ſuch able commanders, was te- 
duced, after various movements and encounters, to 
the neceſſity of attempting a retreat into France. He 
was purſued by the 1mperial generals, and routed at 


| ne 


| Hens fell the chevalier "Rene whoſe contempt of 


the arts of courts prevented him from ever riſing to 
the 
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the the chief command, but who was always called, in times 2 
the of real danger, to the poſts of difficulty and import- di 
ice, Bonnivet being wounded, the conduct of the A. D. 1524. 
ear was committed to Bay ard. He put himſelf at the 


4 wad of the heavy armed cavalry, and animating them 
W 1d preſence and example, to ſuſtain the whole ſhock | 
. of the imperial army, he gained time for the body of 
| is countrymen to make good their retreat. But in 
"Mp that ſervice he received a mortal wound; and being 
= inable any longer to continue on horſeback; he or- 
v4 tered one of his attendants to place him wade a tree, 
My where he calmly waited the approach of death, In 
s firuation. he was found by Bourbon, who led 
oy he" van of the Imperialifts, and exprefſed much 
the ſorrow: for his fate. & Pity not me?” cried the 
ve lioh-minded chevalier: I die, as a man of honour: 
ole « ought, in'the diſcharge of my duty; but pity thoſe, 
; of *yho fight. againſt their king, their —_— and 
1 7 'thit oath *. 

ous tn 25 5 W n h 
* Tat emperor and his allies were leſs ſucceſsful in 
ced, 


beir operations on the frontiers of France. They were 


fled on all fides. And Francis, though ſtript of his 
alan dominions, might till have enjoyed in ſafety, 
be glory of having defended his native kingdom againſt 
"me half of Europe, and have bid defiance to all his 
memſes, could he have mode rated his military ardour. 
but underſtanding that the king of England, diſcou- 
nged by his former fruitleſs enterprizes, and diſguſted 


ith the emperor, was making no preparations for 
1 invading Picardy, his rage for the conqueſt of Milan 
Rturned;' and he determined, notwithſtanding the 
_ approach · of winter, to march into Italy. 
p to N eee ubi ſup. eee e 
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Tun French army no ſooner appeared ih Picdmon, 


d. than the whole duchy of Milan was thrown into cot. 


08. a8. 


ſternation. The capital opened its gates. The forces 
of the emperor and Sforza retired to Lodi: and bad 
Francis been ſo fortunate as to purſue them, they 
muſt have abandoned that poſt, and been totally dif. 
perſed. But his evil genius led him, to befiege Pavia, 
a town of conſiderable ſtrength, well garriſoned, and 
defended by Antonio de Ley va, one of the braveſt 
officers in the Spaniſh ſervice. Every thing knoyn 
to the engineers of chat age, or which could be effect. 
ed by the valour of his troops, was attempted. in vain 
by the French monarch againſt this important place, 
during à ſiege of three months, In the meantime, 
confident of ſucceſs, he had detached a conſiderable 
part of his army to invade the kingdom of Naples: 

and the main body was much waſted by the fatigues 
of the ſiege and the rigour of the ſeaſon, The impe- 

rial generals had not hitherto moleſted him, but they 
were ndt idle. Peſcara and Lannoy had aſſembled 
forces from all quarters; and Bourbon, having pawn- 

ed his jewels, had gone into Germany, and levied at 
his own-expence a body of twelye thouſand Laoſque- 
. nets. The united army advanced to the relief of Pa. 


via, now reduced to extremity for want of ammuni- 


tion and proviſions. Prudence and the advice of his 
moſt experienced officers, dictated to Francis the pro- 


priety of a retreat; but his own romantic notions of 


honour, and the opinion of Bonnivet, unhappily de- 
termined him to keep his poſt, Having ſaid that be 
would take Pavia or periſh in the attempt, he thought 
it ignominious to depart from that reſolution: and bs 
anxiouſly waited the approach of the enemy. 


THs imperial generals found the French fo ſtrongl 
enttenched, that they heſitated long before they ven- 


tured 
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tured to attack them. But the neceſſities of the be- LETTER . 
 ſeged, and the murmurs of their own troops, obliged Wu. 
them at laſt to put every thing to hazard. Never did A. P. 152g.” 
armies engage with greater ardour, or with a higher | 2 
opinion of the battle they were going to fight; never 

were men more ftrongly animated with perſonal emu- 

nion national antipathy, mutual reſentment, and 

ill the paſſions which inſpire obſtinate bravery. The 

firſt efforts of the French valour made the. firmeſt bat- 

talions of the Imperialifts give ground ; but the for- 

tune of the day was ſoon changed. The Swiſs troops in 

the ſer vice of France, unmindful of their national ho- 

wur, ſhamefully deſerted their poſt. Peſcara fell 

won the French cavalry with the imperial horſe, and 

broke that formidable body, by a mode of attack 

with which they were wholly unacquainted # - while 

Leyva ſallying out with his garriſon, during > © heat 

of action, made a furious aſſault on the enemy's 

rear, and threw every thing into confuſion, The 

wut became general. But Francis himſelf, ſurround- 

ef by a brave nobility, many of whom fell by his 

fide, long ſuſtained the combat, His horſe being kill- 

ed under him, he fought on foot, undiſtinguiſhed 

but by his valour, and killed ſeven men with his own 

hand, At laſt he was obſerved by Pomperant, a 

French gentleman, who had followed the fortunes of 
Bourbon, and who now ſaved the life of his ſovereign, 

ready to fink beneath an enraged ſoldiery. By his 
perſuaſion Francis was prevailed upon to ſurrender ; 

yet he obſtinately refuſed, imminent as the danger 

Was, to deliver up his ſword to * ln. 


18, Peſcara had intermingled with the imperial horſe, a conſiderable 
number of Spauiſh foot, armed with the heavy muſkets then in uſe, 
* lib. xv. 8 
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received i it. But Bourbon had the cruel ſatisfadion 
-of exulting over his ſovereign's diſtreſs, and of re- 
pay ing, from revenge, che 1 offered by Teas 


louſy 9. 


Turs eG and the captivity of f Franck, fille 


all Europe with alarm. Almoſt the whole French ar. 
my was'cut off : Milan was immediately abandoned; 

and in a few weeks, not a Frenchman was left in Italy, 
The power of the emperor, and till more his ambi- 
tion, became the object of univerſal terror: and re- 
ſolutions were every where taken to ſet bounds to it. 
Meanwhile Francis, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of his misfortune, wrote to his mother Louiſa, whom 
he had left regent of the kingdom, the following ſhort 
but 5 rr 0 t is oy 10 honour?” | 


Tur fame courier that Leech this HA carried 
alſo-diſpatches to Charles, who received the news of 


the ſignal and unexpected ſucceſs which-had crowned 
his arms, with the moſt hypocritical moderation. He 


would not ſuffer any public rejoicings to be made on 
account of it; and ſaid, he only yalued it, as it would 
prove the eccabog of reftoring peace to Chriſtendom, 
Louiſa however did not truſt to thoſe appearances, 


luaſtead of giving herſelf up to ſuch lamentations as 
were natural to a woman remarkable for maternal 


tenderneſs,-ſhe diſcovered all the foreſight, and ex- 


erted all the activity of a conſummate. politician, 
She took every poſſible meaſure for putting the king- 


dom in 'a poſture of defence, while ſhe employed all 


her addreſs to appeaſe the reſentment and to gain the 


friendſhip of England ; and a ray of comfort from 
that quarter ſoon broke in upon the French affairs. 


19 1 4 Ba Brantome. Guicciardini, — 26. Di 
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Tuouon Henry VIII. had net entered into the IETER 
war againſt France from any concerted political views, 


LVIIE. 


be had always. retained ſome imperfect idea of that Pg 


balance of power neceſſary | to be maintained between 
charles and Francis, the preſervation of which he 
boaſted was his peculiar office, By his alliance with 
the emperor, he hoped to recover ſome part of thoſe 


territories ON the continent which had belonged to his 


anceſtors ; and in that hope, he willingly contributed 
to give Charles the aſcendency above his rival. But 


having never dreamt of any event ſo decifive and fa- 


tal as the victory at Pavia, which ſeemed not only to 
have broken, but to have annihilated the power of 
Francis, 1 now became ſenſible of his own u dan. 


— 


1 of tak ing ee of the diftreſſed condition 
of France, the Engliſh monarch therefore determined 


to aſſiſt her in ker preſent calamities. Other cauſes 


conſpired to ne: this pope any 


Tux elevation of the cardio of Medicis' to 200 
Peter's chair, on the death of Adrian VI. under the 


name of Clement VII. had made the Engliſh miniſter 


ſenſible of the inſincerity of the emperor's promiſes, 
while it extinguiſhed all his hopes of the papacy : and 
Wolſey reſolved on revenge. His maſter too had ground 


of complaint. Charles had ſo ill ſupported the ap- 


pearance of moderation which he aſſumed, when firſt 
informed of his good fortune, that he had already 
changed his uſual ſtyle to Henry; and jinſtead of 
writing to him with his own hand, and ſubſcribing 
himſelf © your affectionate ſon and couſin,” he dic- 
tated his letters to a ſecretary, and ſimply ſubſcribed 
I 66 Charles.” Influenced by all theſe conſi- 

derations 


23. | 


T1 HE HISTORY. OF 


PART 1 derations, t together with the, glory of raifing a fallen 
A 5. e enemy, Henry liſtened to the flattering ſubmiffiong 
of Louiſa; entered into a defenfive alliance with ber, 


A. D. 1526. 


as regent of France, and engaged to uſe his beſt of. 


fices in order to procure the deliverance of her 105 


from a ſtate of gaptinity; ty 


ns Francis EY rigorouſly confined; and 


hard conditions being propoſed to him, as the price 
of his liberty, he drew his dagger, and Pointing It at 


his breaſt, 1185 „ Twere better that a king ſhould 
« die; thus!“ But flattering himſelf when he grey 


cool, that ſuch propoſitions could not come directiy 
from Charles, he deſired that he might be remoyed 


to Spain, where the emperor then reſided. His re- 


queſt was complied with; but he languiſhed long be- 
fare be could obtain, a fight of his conqueror. At laſt 
he was favoured with a viſit; and the emperor dread- 
10g a general combination againſt him, or that Fran- 


eis, if driven to deſpair, might as he threatened, re- 


fign his crown to the Dauphin, agreed to abate ſome- 


 what-of bis former demands. A treaty was accord- 


ingly coneluded at Madrid, in conſequence of which 
Francis obtained his liberty. — The chief article in 
this treaty was, that Burgundy ſhould be reſtored to 
Charles as the ista inheritance of his anceſtors, 
2nd that Francis's two eldeſt ſons, ſhould be immedi- 
ately delivered up as hoſtages for the performance of 
the conditions ſtipulated. The exchange of the cap- 
tive monarch for his children, was made on the fron- 


tiers of France and Spain. And the moment that 


Francis entered bis own. dominions, he mounted a 
Forkiſh holy and __ it to its ſpeed, waved his 


- ga - Herbert. | Meer Mem, 4 hu Fiddes, Life of Wolſey- 
hand, 
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band, and cried aloud ſeveral times, 1 am yet a 
king ! Lam yet a king 221” -- 


Tur reputation of the French monarch, however, 
would have ſtood in a fairer light had he died a cap- 
tive; for the unhappy ſituation of his affairs, delicate 
as his notions of honour appear to haye been, led 


him henceforth to act a part very diſadyantageous to 
his moral character. He never meant to execute the 
treaty of Madrid: he had even left a proteſt in the 
hands of notaries, before he ſigned it, that his con- 


ſent ſhould be conſidered as an involuntary deed, and 


be deemed null and void. Accordingly, as ſoon aa 


he arrived in France, he aſſembled the ſtates of Bur- 
gundy, who proteſted. againſt the article relative to 
their province; and when the imperial ambaſſadors 
urged the immediate execution of the treaty, the king 
replied, that he would rigorouſly perform the articles 
relative to himſelf, but in thoſe affecting the French 
monarchy, he muſt be directed by the ſenſe of the na- 


tion; He made the higheſt acknowledgments to the 


king of England for his friendly interpoſition, and of- 
fered to be entirely guided by his counſels, 


| CHanzes and his miniſters now aw that they were 
| over-reached, in thoſe very arts of negociation in 

which they ſo much excelled, while the Italian ftates 
obſerved with pleaſure, that Francis was reſolved to 
evade the execution of a treaty, which they conſider- 
ed as dangerous tothe liberties of Europe, Clement VII. 
abſolved him from the oatk which he had taken at 
Madrid; and the kings of France and England, the 
Pope, the Swiſs, the Venetians, the Florentines, and 
the Milaneſe, entered into an alliance, to which they 


22. Guicciardini, lib, ri. 23. Recueil de Traitexy tom. ii. 
NO | gave 
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PART 1. give the name of the Holy League, becauſe his Ho- 


* 


D 1546. lineſs was at the head of it, in order to oblige the em. 
peror to deliver up Francis's two ſons on the payment 


of a reaſonable ranſom, and to re-eftabliſh Sforza in — 
the's quiet pofſeſtion of the duchy of Milan „ - 
Th conſequence of this league, the confederate ar- * 
my took the field, and Italy became once more the 1 
ſcene of war. But Francis, who it was expected 1 
would infuſe ſpirit and vigour into the whole body, 4 
had gone through fuch a Rede of diſtreſs, that he was f 
become diffident of his talents, and diſtruſtful of his , 


fortune. He had flattered himſelf, that the dread 
alone of "fuck a confederaey would induce Charles to 
_liften to what was equitable, and therefore neglected 
to ſend ſufficient reinforcements to his allies in Italy. 
' Meantime the duke of Bourbon, who commanded the 
Imperialiſts, over-ran the whole duchy of Milan, of 
which the emperor had promiſed him the inveſtiture; 
5 and his troops beginning to mutiny for want of pay, 
A P. 157. he boldty'led them to Rome, in ſpite of every obſta- 
| cle, by offering to their avidity the rich ſpoils of that 
ancient capital. Nor did he deceive them: for al- 
though he himſelf was ſlain, while encouraging their 
efforts by his brave example, i in planting with his own 
hands a ſcaling ladder againſt the walls, they, more 
enraged than diſcouraged by that misfortune, mounted 
to the aſſault 7 with the greateſt ardour; and, entering 
the city ſword in hand, pillaged it for many days, and 


made it a ſcene of horrid carnage and abominable 
luſt. 8 6 | ; 4 


1 Nen did Rome experience in any age ſo many 
ealamities, not even from the Barbarians, by whom 


23 Goldaſt, Polit: Jinperial. 0 
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pe was ſucceſſively ſubdued - from the followers of 
Alaric, Genſeric, or Odoacer, as now from the ſub- 
jects of a Chriſtian and Catholic monarch, What- 
eyer was reſpectable in modeſty or ſacred in religion, 
ſeemed only the more to provoke the rage of the ſol- 
diery. Virgins ſuffered, violation in the arms of their 
mothers, and upon thoſe altars to which they had fled 
for ſafety. Venerable prelates, after being expoſed to 
every indignity, not excepting the abuſe of unnatural 
| defire, and enduring every torture, were thrown into 
dungeons, and menaced with the moſt cruel deaths, 
in order to make them reveal their ſecret treaſures, 
Clement himſelf, who had taken refuge in the caftle 
of St. Angelo, was obliged to ſurrender at diſcretion ; 
zud found: that his ſacred character could neither 
procure him liberty nor reſpect. He was doomed to 
cloſe confinement, until he ſhould pay an enormous 
ranſom, impoſed by the victorious army, and ſurren- 


der to the emperor all the places of ſtrength belong- 


ing the apoſtolic ſee . 


"CHARLES received the news of this extraordinary 
event with equal ſurprize and pleaſure ; but in order 
to conceal his joy from his Spaniſh ſubjects, who were 
filled with horror at the inſult offered to the ſovereign 
pontiff, and to leſſen the indignation of the other 
powers of Europe, he expreſſed the deepeſt ſors 
row for the ſucceſs of his arms. He put himſelf and 
his whole court into mourning ; ſtopped the rejoic- 


24. Jov. Vu. Colen. Guicciardini, lib. xvii. Mem, de Bellay. Eight 
thouſand young women, of all ranks, were found to be pregnant, with- 
in five months after the taking of Rome (ibid.); a circumſtance not a 
tle eurious in itſelf, and which certain ſportive writers have conſider- 
«das a proof, by no means equivocal, that the Roman ladies recipro- 
cated the tranſports of the rapacious and blood thirſty, but braway fol- 
lowers of Bourbon. 
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A. D. 1528. 


| THAT H1S TONY OF 
ings for the birth of his fon Philip, and ordered Pray. 
ers to be put up in all the churches of Spain, for the 
liberation of the pope, which he could imme. 
diately have procured by a letter to his generals 5) 


THe concern expreſſed by Henry and Francis, for 
the calamity of their ally, was more fincere. Alarmed 
at the progreſs of the Imperial arms, they had, even 
before the ſacking of Rome, entered into a cloſer al. 


| lance, and propoſed to invade the Low Countries with 


a n army; but no ſooner did they hear of Cle. 
ment's captivity than they changed, by a new treaty, 
the ſcene of the projected war from the Netherlands 
to Italy, and reſolved to take the- moſt vigorous mea- 

ſures for reſtoring his Holineſs to liberty. Henry, 
however, contributed only money. A Frency army 
croſſed the Alps, under the command of Marſhal Lau- 
trec; Clement obtained his freedom; and war waz, 
for a time, carried on by the confederates with ſucceſs, 
But the death of Lautrec, and the revolt of Andrew 
Doria, a celebrated Genoeſe admiral, at that time in 
the ſervice of France, totally changed the face of af- 
fairs. He obliged the French garriſon in Genoa to 


ſurrender, and reſtored the liberties of his country. 


The French army was utterly ruined before Naples; 
and Francis diſcouraged, and almoſt exhauſted by ſo 
many unſucceſsful enterprizes, began at length to 


think of peace, and of obtaining the releaſe of his ſons 
by conceſſions, inſtead of the terror of his arms. 


Ar the ſame time Charles, ae sg the ad- 
vantages he had gained, had many reaſons to wiſh for 


an accommodation. Solyman the Magnificent, hay- 


ing over-run Hungary, was ready to break in upon 


3. N 4A 1 9 
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MODERN EUROPE. 
the Auſtrign territories with the whole force of the 
Ottomaniempire 3 andthe progreſs of the Reformation 
in Germany, threatened the tranquillity of that con- 


try. In conſequence of this ſituation of affairs, while 
pride made both- parties conceal or diſſemble their 


real ſentiments, two ladies were permitted to reſtore 


to Europe. Margaret of Auftria, Charles's 
aunt, and Louiſa, Francis's mother, met at Cam- 
bray, and fettled the terms of pacification be- 
tween'the French king and the emperor, Francis 
agreed to pay two millions of crowns, as the ranſom 
"of his two ſons; to reſign the ſovereignty of Flan- 
ders and Artois, and forego all his Italian claims; and 
Charles ceaſed to demand the reſtitution of Burgwa- 
1. | Wl 


ALL the ſteps of this negociation had been com- 


municated to the king of England; and Henry was, 


on that occaſion, ſo generous to his friend and ally 
Francis, that he ſent him an acquittal of near fix hun- 
dred thouſand crowns, in order to enable him to fulfil 
his agreement with Charles. But Francis's Italian 
confederates were leſs ſatisfied with the treaty of 
Cambray. They were almoſt wholly abandoned to 
the will of the emperor, and ſeemed to have no other 
means of ſecurity left but his equity and moderation, 
Of theſe, from his paſt conduct, they had not formed 
the moſt advantageous idea, But Charles's preſent 
circumftances, more eſpecially in regard to the Turks, 
obliged him to behave with a generoſity inconſiſtent 
with his character. The Florentines alone, whom he 
reduced under the dominion of the family of Medicis, 
bad reaſon to complain of his ſeverity, Sforza ob- 


4. Sandor. * del Emp. Carl, J. Robertſon, book v. 
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THE HISTORY Of 
tained the inveſtiture of the duchy of MW²ilan and his 


Pardon: and every other gn” ood the le. 


nity of the victor. bf 

Chars, who — his full tide of his for. 
tune, having quieted all the diſcontents in Spain, had 
appeared in Italy with the pomp and power of a con- 
queror, and received the Imperial crown from the 
hands of the pope, now prepared to reviſit Germany, 


where his preſence was become highly neceſſary ; for 
although the conduct and valour of his brother Ferdi- 


nand, on whom he had conferred the hereditary domi- 
nions of the houſe of Auſtria, and who had been elected 


king of Hungary, had obliged Solyman to withdray 


his forces, his return was to be feared, and the difor- 
ders of religion were daily increaſing. But theſe diſ- 
orders, and the future exploits of the Smperor, muſt 
form the ſubjeC of another Letter. 


LETTER 


| 


uon EUROPE: 


* 


LETTER LIX. 


The 3 View of the A fairs of EUnxorg, and of he 


Progreſs of the REFORMATION on the Continent, con- 
_tinued from the Peace . CAMBRAY to That of Chuvy, 


Ks in 1544. 


HE Reformation; my PEN Philip, had 1 
much ground in Germany, during that long 
ae of tranquillity, which the abſence of the em- 


at 


LIX. 


peror, the conteſts between him and the pope, and his 


attention'to- the war with France, afforded its promo- 
ters. Moſt of the princes who had embraced Luther's 
opinions, had not only eſtabliſhed in their territories 
that form of worſhip which he approved, but had en- 
tirely ſuppreſſed the rites of the Romiſh church. 

Many of the free-cities had imitated their conduct. 
Almoſt one half of the Germanic body had revolted 
from the papal ſee; and its dominion, even in that 


part which had not yet ſhaken off the yoke of Rome, 


was conſiderably weakened by the example of the 
neighbouring ſtates, or by the ſecret progreſs of thoſe 
doctrines which had undermined it . them. 


Wuarzv ER fatisfaQtion the emperor, while at open 
enmity with the pope, might have felt in thoſe events 
which tended to mortify and embarraſs his Holineſs, 
he waz at the ſame time ſenſible, that the religious di- 
viſions in Germany would, in the end, prove hurtful 
to the imperial authority. Accordingly, the proſ- 
pe of an accommodation with Clement, no ſooner 
opened, than Charles appointed a diet of the empire to 
be held at Spire, in order to take into conſideration 
the ſtate of religion. The diet, after much diſpute, 
iſſued a decree confirming the ediQ publiſhed againſt 

505 II. U Luther 


A.D. 152% 
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THE- HISTORY OF 
Luther at Worms, and prohibiting any farther inno- 


Aw. vations in religion, but. particularly the abolition of 


the maſs, before the meeting of a general council, 
Againſt this decree, as unjuſt and impious, the eleclor 


of Saxony, the landgrave of Heſſe, the duke of Lu- 


nenburg, the prince of Anhalt, together with the de- 
puties of fourteen imperial or free cities, entered a ſo· 
lemn proteſt, On that account they were called 


. PROTESTANTS *; an appellation which has fince be- 


K. D. 1530. 


come common to all the ſets, of whatever denomina. 


; ins, that _ reyolted from che ehureh of een 


een was the ſtate of religious matters when 
Charles returned to Germany. He aſſiſted in perſon 

at the diet of Augſburg; where the Proteſtants pre- 
. their ſyſtem of opinions, compoſed by Melanc- 
thon, the moſt learned and moderate of all the refor- 
mers. This ſyſtem, known by the name of the Com. 
feſſion of Augſburg, from the place where it was pre- 
ſented, was publicly read in the diet. Some. popiſh 
divines were appointed to examine it; they brought 
in their animadverfions: a diſpute enſued: between 


them and Melancthon, ſeconded by ſome of his dif 


ciples; and, as in moſt caſes of that kind, nothing was 


determined. Every one remained in his own way of 


thinking. From the Proteſtant divines, Charles turn- 
ed to the princes their patrons, but with no better 
ſucceſs : they refuſed to abandon what they deemed 
the cauſe of God, for any earthly advantage. Coer- 
cive meaſures were reſolved upon. A decree was iſ- 
ſued condemning moſt of the peculiar tenets held by 


the Proteftants, and prohibiting any one "to tolerats 


_ thoſe who taught them. 


7. Sleidan, Father Paul, Seckend. 
' Iy 
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Is conſequence of this decree, which they conſidered: 
1 prelude to the moſt. violent perſecution, the pro- 
teſtant princes aſſembled at Smalkalde, and concluded 
aleague of mutual defence; and the emperor's ambi- 
tion, which led him to get his brother elected king of 
the Romans, in order to continue the imperial crown 
in his family, furniſhed the confederates with a decent 

ence for courting the alliance of foreign princes. 
The kings of France and England ſecretly agreed to 
ſupport them. Meanwhile many circumſtances. and 
refleftions. convinced Charles, that. this was not a 
aper ſeaſon to attempt the extirpation of hereſy by 
te word. He ſaw Solyman ready to enter Hungary, 
with the whole force of the Turkiſh empire, in order 
to wips off the,diſgrace which his arms had ſuſtained 
in the former campaign: he felt the neceſſity of union, 
not only for the accompliſhment of his future 


291 6 


LETTER 
LIX. 


A. D. 1531. 


ſchemes, but for aſcertaining his preſent ſafety. The ; 


peace with France was precarious; and he was afraid 
that the followers. of Luther, if treated with ſeverity, 
night forget that they were Chriſtians, and join the 
inßels. Policy made him drop the maik of zeal. 
by a treaty concluded at Nuremburg, and ſolemnly 
ratified in the diet at Ratiſbon, the emperor granted 
the Proteſtants liberty of conſcience until the meet- 


ing of a general council; and they agreed, on their 


mY to aſhit him powerfully againſt the Turks “. 


Tur treaty was no ſooner ſigned, than Charles re- 
etived information, that Solyman had entered Hun- 
gary, at the head of three hundred thouſand men. 
The imperial army, conſiſting of ninety thoufand diſ- 
eiplined foot, and thirty thoufand horſe, beſides a 
prodigious ſwarm of irregulars, immediately aſſembled 


2. Du Mont, Corps Diplomatiqueg tom, iv. 
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THE HISTORY OFT 
in the neighbonrhood of Vienna. Of this vaſt body 
the emperor, for the firſt time, took the command in 
perſon: and Europe waited, in anxious fuſpenſe, the 


iſſue of a deciſive battle between the two greateſt po. 
tentates in the univerſe. But each dreading the 


other's power and good fortune, both conduQed their 
operations with ſo much caution, that a campaign, 


© from which the moſt important conſequences had 


been expected, was clofed without any memorable 
event. Solyman finding it impofſible to take advan- 
tage of an enemy always on his guard, marched back 
to Conſtantinople z and Charles, freed from fo dans 
cerges an invader, ſet aut for Spain 2. 


Donivo the emperor's abſenee, great diſorders pre- 
vailed in Germany, occafioned by the fanaticiſm of a 
ſe& of reformers diſtinguiſhed by the name of Ana. 
baptiſts z becauſe they'contended, that the ſacrament 
of baptiſm fhould be adminiſtered only to perſons 


grown up to years of underſtanding, and ſhould be 


performed not by ſprinkling them with water, but by 
dipping them in it. This tenet was at leaſt harmleſs; 


but they held others of a more enthuſiaſtic, as well as 


dangerous nature. They maintained, That, among 
Chriſtians, who have the precepts of the Goſpel to di- 
rect, and the ſpirit of God to guide them, the office 
of magiſtrate i is unneceſſary, and an encroachment on 
ſpirityal liberty ; that all diſtinctions of birth or rank 
ought to be aboliſhed; that a community of goods 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed, and that every man may lawful- 


ly marry as many wives as he thinks proper. 


Tenxrs fo flattering to human weakneſs and bu⸗ 


man pride, naturally produced a number of converts, 


3. Sandov. Hit. del Emp. n Roberrfo, book 
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chetally among the lower clafs of people. The pea- LETTER 
LIX. 
ſants greedily embraced opinions which promiſed to 3 


lace them on a level with their imperious maſters. 


They aſſembled in great bodies, and ſpread devaſta- 


tion wherever they came. But being deſtitute of a 
ſkilful leader, they were ſoon diſperſed ; and Muncer, 
the firſt Anabaptiſt prophet, periſhed on a ſcaffold at 
Mulhauſen in 1525. Several of his followers, how- 
ever, lurked in different places, and ſecretly propa- 
cated the opinions of their ſect. At laſt two Ana- 
baptiſt prophets, John Matthias, a baker of Harlem, 
and Joha Bocold, a journeyman taylor of Leyden, 
peſſeſſed with the rage of making proſely tes, fixed 
their reſidence at Munſter, an imperial city in Weſt= 
phalia ; and privately aſſembling their aſſociates, from 


A. N 1533. 


the neighbouring country, made themſelves maſters 


of the town, and expelled the inhabitants. 


Hax the Anabaptiſts formed a fingular kind of 
republic, over which Matthias aſſumed abſolute au- 
thority, and wrote to his brethren in the Low Coun- 
tries inviting them to aſſemble at Mount-Sion, ſo he 
termed Munſter, that they might theace ſet out in a 
body to reduce all nations under their dominion, 
Meanwhile the biſhop of Munſter having aſſembled a 
conſiderable army, advanced to beſiege the town, On 
his approach, Matthias allied out, at the head of a 
choſen band ; forced his camp, and returned to the 
city loaded with glory and ſpoil. But his ſucceſs 
proved fatal to him. Thinking nothing now impoſ- 
ible for the favourites of Heaven, he went out to 
meet the enemy, accompanied by no more than thirty 
of his followers; boaſting, that, like Gideon, he 
would ſmite the hoſt ah. the ungodly with a handful of 

NES - men. 
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men. The prophet a and his OT; 1 wens 


ſlain. > 
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Tur Anabaptifts 3 did not ei; : John 
of Leyden, their other light, ſtill remained. This 


man, leſs bold, but more ambitious than Matthias, 


aſſumed the title of king; and being young, and of x 
complexion equally amorous and enthuſiaſtic, he ex. 


erciſed in their utmoſt latitude, thoſe principles of 


his ſed, which favoured ſenſual gratification, He 
took, in a ſhort time, no leſs then fourteen wives. 
His example was followed by his brethren : no man 


remained ſatisfied with a fingle wife. The houſes | 


were ſearched ; and young women grown up to ma. 
turity were inſtantly ſeized, and compelled to marry, 
Notwithſtanding this ſenſuality, Munſter made a gal- 
lant defence; but the biſhop's army being reinforced, 
and the beſieged greatly diſtreſſed for want of proviſi- 
ons, one of their own body deſerted, and betrayed 
them. The city was taken by ſurprize: moſt of the 
Anabaptiſts were ſtain ; and their king was made pri- 
ſoner, and put to death by the moſt exquiſite and 
hogering tortures, all which he bore with aſtoniſhing 
fortitude 4, So wonderful are the effects of enthuſi · 
aſm in communicating courage, even to minds natu- 


rally the moſt timid and feeble ] and ſo difficult is it, 
in ſuch caſes, to diſtinguiſh between: the martyr and 
the viſionary! | 


Wall theſe things were tranſacting in Germany, 


Charles undertook his firſt expedition againſt the Pi- 


' ratical States of Africa. Barbary, or that part of the 


| African continent, which lies along the coaſt of the 


* 


4. Ant. Lamb. Hortenſ. Tumult. Anabaptift Jo: Bapt. Ottii, Annal. 
W Moſheim * Ecolęſ. vol. iv. 


Medi- 


Mobtinittnobs: 


Mediterranean ſea, was then nearly in the ſame con- LETIVR | 


dition it is at preſent, Morocco, Algiers; and Tu- 
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nis were its principal governments; and the two laſt A. D. 1999 


were neſts of pirates. Barbaroſſa, a famous corſair, 
had ſucceeded his brother in the kingdom of Algiers, 
which he formerly aſſiſted him to uſurp. He regu- 
ated with much prudence the interior police of his 
kingdom, carried on his piracies with great vigour, 


and extended his conqueſts on the continent of 


Africa; but perceiving that the natives ſubmitted to 
his government with impatience, and fearing that his 


| tontinual deptedations might draw upon him a general 
combination of the Chriſtian powers, he put his domi 


tions under the protection of the Turkiſh emperor; 


dolyman; flattered by ſuch an act of ſubmiſſion, and 


charmed with the boldneſs of the niati, offered him 
the commarid of the Ottoman fleet. Proud of this 
liſtintion; Barbaroſſa repaired to Conſtantinople, 
and made uſe of his influence with the ſultan to ex- 
tend his own dominions. Partly by force, partly by 
treachery; he uſurped the kingdom of Tunis; and 
being now poſſeſſed of greater power, he carried on 


his depredations againfl the Chriſtian ſtates with more 


deſtructive violence than ever. 


Datt.y complaints of the piracies and ravages com- 


mitted by the gallies of Barbatoſſa were brought to 
the emperor by his ſubjeQs; both in Spain and Italy; 


and all Chriſtendom ſeemed to look up to Charles, as 


its pfeateſt and moſt fortunate prince; for relief from 


this new and” odious ſpecies of oppreſſion. At the 


fathe time Muley-Haſcen, the exiled king of Tunis, 
finding none of the African princes able or willing to 
lupport him in recovering his throne, applied to the 
'iftorious Charles for Aden againſt the uſurper. 

Us Equally 
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PART1., Equally deſirous of delivering-his dominions from the 
| 3 dangerous neighbourhood of Barbaroſſa, of appearing 

335 . | 
ꝝIlã2Zãbs the protector of an unfortunate prince, and of ac- 
quiring the glory annexed in that age to every expe. 
dition againft the Mahometans, the emperor readily 
concluded a treaty with Muley Haſcen, and et fail 
for Tunis with a formidable armament. . 


Tus Goleta, a Rrong fortreſs on an iſland in the 
bay of Tunis, and the key of the capital, planted with 
three hundred pieces of cannon, was taken by ſtorm, 
together with all Barbaroſla's fleet. He was defeated 
in a pitched battle; and ten thouſand Chriſtian ſlaves, 
having knocked off their fetters, and made themſelves 
maſters of the citadel, Tunis offered to ſurrender at 
diſcretion. , But while Charles was deliberating on the 

means of preſerving the lives of the inhabitants, his 
troops, fearing that they would be deprived of the 
booty which they had expected, broke ſuddenly into 
the town, and pillaged and maſſacred without di- 
ſtinction. Thirty thouſand perſons periſhed by the 
ſword, and ten thouſand were made priſoners. The 
ſceptre, drenched in blood, was reſtored to Muley 
Haſcen, on condition that he ſhould acknowledge him- 
ſelf a vaſſal of the crown of Spain, put into the em- 
- peror's hands all the fortified ſea-ports in the king- 
dom of Tunis, and pay "annually twelve thouſand 
crowns for the ſubſiſtence of a Spaniſh garriſon in 
the Goletta. Theſe points being ſettled, and twenty 
thouſand Chriſtian ſlaves freed from bondage, either 
by arms or by. treaty, Charles returned to Europe, 
where-his preſence was become neceſſary ; while Bar- 
baroſſa, who had retired to Bona, recovered new 
ſtrength, and again became the tyrant of the ocean“. 


g. Sandov, vol. il. Robertſon, Hip. Charles V. book v. - 
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Tus King of France took advantage of the empe- 
ror's abſence, to revive his claims in Italy, The 
treaty of Cambray had covered up, but not extin- 

iſhed-the flames of diſcord, Francis in particular, 
who waited only for a favourable opportunity of re- 
covering the territories and reputation which he had 
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loft, continued to negociate againſt his rival with | 


lifferent courts. | But all his negociations were diſ- 
concerted by unforeſeen accidents. The death of 
Clement VII. (whom he had gained by marrying his 
ſon, the duke of Orleans, afterwards Henry II. to 
Catharine of Medicis, the niece of that pontiff) de- 
prived him of all the ſupport which he hoped to re- 
ceire from the court of Rome. The king of Eng- 
land, occupied with domeſtic cares and projects, de- 
dined engaging in the affairs of the continent ; and 
the Proteſtant princes, aſſociated by the league of 
Smalkalde, to whom alſo Francis had applied, and 
who ſeemed at firſt diſpoſed to liſten to him, filled 
with indignation and reſentment at the cruelty with 
which ſome of their reformed brethren had been 
treated in France, refuſed to have any connection 
with the enemy of their religion. - | 


Tun particulars of this perſecution it will be pro- 
per to relate, as they ſerve to illuſtrate the manners 
of the times. Francis was neither cruel nor bigotted, 
His levity and love of pleaſure allowed him little lei- 
ſure to concern himſelf about religious diſputes ; but 
his principles becoming ſuſpected, at a time when the 
emperor was gaining immortal glory by his expedi- 
tion againſt the Infidels, he found it neceſſary to vin- 
dicate himſelf by ſome extraordinary demonſtration 
of reverence for the eſtabliſned faith. The indiſcreet, 
zeal of ſome Proteſtant conyerts furniſhed him with 


the 
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the occaſion. | They had affixed to the gates of the 
Louvre, and other public Places, papers containing 


indecent reflections on the rites of the Romiſh church. 
Six of the perſons concerned in this raſſi action, were 


ſeized; and the king, pretending to be ſtruck with 


horror at their blaſphemies, appointed a ſolemn pro. 
ceſſion, in order to avert the wrath of Heaven. The 
Hoſt was carried through the city of Paris in 
great pomp: Francis walked uncovered befote it, 
bearing a torch in his hand the princes of the blood 
ſupported: the canopy over it; the nobles walked be- 
hind, In preſence of this numerous aſſembly, the 
king declared, that if one of his hands were infected 
with hereſy, he would cut it off with the other; 
c and L would ſacrifice” added he, even my own 
& children, if found guilty of that crime.” As an ay. 
ful proof of his ſincerity, the fix unhappy perſons 


who had been ſeized, were publicly burnt, before the 


proceſſion was finiſhed, and in the moſt cruel manner, 
They were fixed upon a machine which deſcended in- 


to the flames, and retired alternately, until they ex- 


pired *,—Little wonder that the Proteſtant princes 
were incenſed at ſuch barbarity. 


Bur Francis, though utiſupported by any ally, 


. commanded his army to advance toward the frontiers 


of Italy; under pretence of chaſtiſing the duke of Mi- 
lan for a breach of the law of nations, in putting to 
death his ambaſſador, The operations of war; how- 
ever, ſoon took a new direction: Inſtead of marching 
directly into the duchy of Milan, Francis commenced 
hoſtilities againſt the duke of Savoy, with whom he 
had cauſe to be diſlatisfied, and on whom he had ſome 


6. Belcarii, Comment, Ker. Gallic, Sleid. 77 Re format. 
claims; 
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lainis ; and before the end of the campaign, that LETERG 


feeble prince ſaw himſelf ſtripped of all his domi- 


tions, except the province of Piedmont, To com- A. D. 1535. 


te his misfortunes, the city of Geneva, the ſove- 
reignty of which he claimed, and where the reformed 
religion was already eftabliſhed, threw off his yoke : 
and its revolt drew along with It the loſs of the adja- 
cent territory. Geneva was then an Imperial city, and 
now _—_ the GR of an independent republic. 


la this extremity, the duke of Savoy ſaw no re- 
ſource, but in the emperor's protection; and as his 


misfortunes, were chiefly occaſioned by his attach- 


ment to the imperial intereſt, he had a title to imme- 


late aſſiſtance. But Charles, who was juſt returned 
from his African expedition, was not able to lend him 
the necefſary ſupport. His treaſury was entirely 
drained, and he was obliged to diſband his army, until 
he could raiſe new ſupplies. * So waſting is the con- 


tiaued practice, even of ſucceſsful war, to the moſt 


opulent princes and ftates ! 


MaaxTIuE the death of Sforza duke of Milan, 
totally changed the nature of the war, and afforded 


the emperor full leiſure to prepare for action. The 


French monarch's pretext for taking up arms was at 
once-eut off; but as the duke had died without iffae, all 
Francis's rights to the duchy of Milan, which he had 


Jielded only to Sforza and his deſcendants, returned to 


bim in full force. He accordingly renewed his claim 
to it: and if he had ordered his army immediately to 
alyance, he might have made himſelf maſter of it. 
ut he unfortunately waſted his time in fruitleſs ne- 
goclations, while his more politic rival took poſſeſſion 


ol the long diſputed territory 4 as a Vacant fief of the 


empire. 
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empire. And although Charles ſeemed ſtill to adult 
the equity of Francis's claim, he delayed granting the 
inveſtiture-under various pretences, and was ſecret] 
taking every poſſible meaſure to prevent his recovering 
footing in Italy. | 


DuzixG the time gained in this manner, Charle, 
had recruited his finances, and of courſe his armies: 
and finding himſelf in a condition for war, he at 1:4 
threw off the maſk, under which he had ſo long con- 
cealed his defigns from the court of France, Entering 
Rome with great pomp, he pronounced before the 
pope and cardinals aſſembled in full confiſtory, ; 
violent invective againſt Francis, by way of reply to 
his propoſitions concerning the inveſtiture of Milan, 
Yet Francis, by an unaccountable fatality, continued 
to negociate, as if it had ſtill been poſſible to termi- 
nate their differences in an amciable manner; and 
Charles, finding him ſo eager to run into the ſnare, 
favoured the deception, and by ſeeming to liſten to 
his propoſals, gained yet more time for the execution 


of his own ambitious projects 7. 


Ir misfortune had rendered Francis too diffident, 
ſucceſs had made Charles too confident. He preſumed 
on nothing leſs than the fubverſion of the French mo- 
narchy; nay, he conſidered it as an infallible event. 
Having chaſed the forces of his rival out of Piedmont 
and Savoy, he puſhed forward at the head of fifty- 
thouſand men, contrary to the advice of his moſt ex- 
perienced miniſters and generals, to invade the ſouthern 
provinces of France; while two other armies were or- 
dered to enter that kingdom, the one on the fide of 


Picardy, the other on the fide of Champagne. He 


7. Am. de Bellay. 
1 thought 
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bought it impoſſible that Francis could reſiſt ſo many 


expected attacks, on ſuch different quarters; but 
he found himſelf miſtaken, 


Tur Weinen monarch fixed upon the moſt effeftual 
plan for defeating the invaſion of a powerful enemy : 
ind he prudently perſevered in following it, though 
contrary to his own natural temper, and to the genius 
of his people. He determined to remain altogether 
ypon the defenfive, and to deprive the enemy of ſub- 
ſitenee, by laying waſte the country before them. 
The execution of this plan was committed to the mare- 
{hal de Montmorency, its author, a man happily fitted 
ſor ſuch a ſervice, by the inflexible ſeverity of his diſ- 


poſition, © He made choice of a ſtrong camp, under 


the walls of Avignon, at the confluence of the Rhone 
and Durance, where he aſſembled a oonſiderable army; 
while the king, with another body of troops, en- 
camped at Valence, higher up the Rhone. Marſeil- 
les, and Arles were the only towns he thought it ne- 
eſſary to defend, and each of theſe he furniſhed with 
a numerous garriſon of his beſt troops, The inhabi- 
tants of the other towns were compelled to abandon 
their habitations ; the fortifications of ſuch places as 
might have afforded ſhelter to the enemy, were thrown 


down; corn, forage, and proviſions of every kind 


were carried off or deſtroyed ; the mills and ovens were 
ruined, and the wells filled up or rendered wn 


Tas devaſtation extended from the FO to Mar- 
ſeilles, and from the ſea to the confines of Dauphiny ; 
fo that the emperor, when he arrived with the van of 
his army on the confines of Provence, inſtead of that 
rich and populous country which he expected to en- 


ter, beheld nothing but one vaſt and deſert ſolitude, 
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He did not, however, deſpair of ſueceſs, though he 
ſaw that he would have many difficulties to encoun- 

ter; and, as an encouragement to his officers, he made 
them 3 promiſes of lands and honours in France. 

But all the land which any of them obtained was 2 
grave, and their maſter loſt much honour by this raſh 
and ' preſumptuous enterprize. After villuceeſsfully 


| inveſting Marſeilles and Arles; after attempting in 


vain to draw Montmorency from his camp at Avig- 

non, and not daring to attack it, Charles having ſpent 
two inglorious months in Provence, and' loſt one half 
of his troops by famine or diſeaſe, was under the ne- 
ceffity of ordering a retreat; and although he was ſome 
time in motion before the enemy ſuſpected his inten- 
tion, his retreat was conducted with ſo much precipitz- 
ron ad diſorder, as to deſerve the name of a flight, 
che gh troops of France having turned his march 
into a perfect rout, The invaſion of Picardy was not 


more effectual: che Imperial forces were obliged to 
retire without en any conqueſt af importance! | 


6117 


2 ns had ao. Goate 3 * ſhattered 


remains of his army to the frontiers of Milan, than 


he ſet out for Genoa ; and, unwilling. to expoſe him. 


' felf to the ſcorn of the Italians, after ſuch a reverſe of 


fortune, he embarked directiy for a', 9. 


2 
Mae Francis gave himſelf up t to that vain 


reſentment, which had formerly diſgraced the proſpe- 


rity of his rival. They had frequently; i in the courſe 


of their quarrels, given each other the lie, and mu- 
tual challenges had been ſent 3 which, though pro- 
ductive of no ſerious conſequences betweea the par- 


2 Sandev, . 4 Emp. Carl, V. Robertſon, book vi. 9.14. 
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icious practice of duelling. Charles in his invec- 
tire pronounced at Rome, had publicly accuſed Fran- 
w of perfidy, and breach of faith: Francis now ex- 
+ded Charles in the indecency of his accuſations. 
The Dauphin dying ſuddenly, his death was imputed 4 
poiſon : Montecuculi, his cup-bearer, was put to 
tie rack; and that unhappy a, in the ago- 
es of torture, accuſed the emperor's generals, Gon- 
pr and de Ley va, of inſtigating him to the deteſt- 
M aft, The emperor himſelf was ſuſpected; nay, 
this extorted confeffion, and ſome obſcure hints, were 
anfdered as ificoriteſtible proofs of his guilt; though 
| was evident to all mankind, that neither Charles 
nor his generals could have any inducement to per- 
winte ſuch a crime, as Francis was ſtill in the 
rigour of life himſelf, and m two Tong befides the 
re __ 


* . N 
#4 9 


Bor Fr incenſed monarch's bennment aid not op 
lere. Francis was not ſatisfied with endeavouring to 
backen the character of his rival by an ambiguous teſ- 
ian {WTſtinony, which led to the moſt injurious ſuſpicions, 


m. nd upon which the moſt cruel conſtructions had been 


of yt: he was willing to add rebellion to murder. For 
Wii's purpoſe, he went to the parliament of Paris; 
ere being ſeated with the uſual ſolemnities, the ad- 
ain WJ 'ocate-general appeared, and accuſed Clarles of Auſ- 
pe- a (fo he affected to call the emperor) of having vio- 
related the treaty of Cambray, by which he was freed 
u- dom the homage due to the crown of France for the 
ro- counties of Artois and Flanders; adding, that this 


ar- treaty being now void, he was ſtill to be confidered 
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as à vaſſal of France, and conſequenily had been 
guilty of rebellion, in taking arms againſt his ſoye. 
reign. The charge was ſuſtained by the court, and 
Charles was ſummoned to appear before the parlias 


ment of Paris at a day fixed. The term expired ; 


| fity, marched into the Low Countries, as if he had 
intended. to. execute. the ſentence. pronounced by his 
f parliament. But a ſuſpenſion of arms took place, 


A. D. 1538. 


and no perſon appearing in the emperor's name, the 


; parliament gave judgment, That Charles of Auſtria 


had forfeited by rebellion and contumacy, the coun. 
ties of Flanders and Artois, and ee fie; 
reunited to the crown of Fe nes — * 


"Francis. ſoon * ths vain diſplay. pe his animo- 


through the interpoſition of the queens of France 
and Hungary, before any thing of conſequence wa 
effected: and this ceſſation of hoſtilities was followed 
by a truce, concluded at Nice, through the mediation 
of the reigning pontiff Paul III. of the family of Far. 
neſe, a man of a venerable nenne W diſpo- 
brion. | | 


1 of theſe N princes had — 5 reaſons to in- 
eline them to peace. The finances of both were ex- 
hauſted; and the emperor, the moſt powerful of the 
two, was deeply impreſſed with the dread of the 


Turkiſh arms, which Francis had drawn upon him 


by a league with Solyman, In conſequence of this 
league, Barbaroſſa, with a great fleet, appeared on the 
coaſt of Naples; filled that kingdom with conſterna- 
tion; landed without reſiſtance near Taranto; obliged 


Caſtro, a place of ſome ſtrength, to ſurrender; plunder- 
ed the adjacent chantrys and was taking meaſures for 


11. Mem, de Ribier, 
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ſecuring and extending his conqueſts, when the unex-. LETTER 


pected arrival of Doris, the famous Genoeſe admiral, 


rogether with the pope's gallies and a ſquadron of the AD, 1548. 


Venetian fleet, made it prudent for him to retire. 
The fultan's forces alſo invaded: Hungary, _— 
the Turkiſh general, after gaining ſeveral inferior 
advantages, defeated the Germans in a great battle 
at Eſſek on the Drave. N | 


| HapeiLy for Charles and for Europe, it was not 
in Francis“ s power, at this juncture, either to join 
the Turks, or to aſſemble an army ſtrong enough 
to penetrate into the duchy of Milan. The em- 
peror however was ' ſenſible, that he could not long 


unt the” efforts of two fuch powerful confederates, - 


nor expect that the ſame fortunate circumſtances 
would concur a ſecond time in his favour. He there- 
fore thought it neceſſary, both for his ſafety and repu- 
tation, to give his conſent to a truce; and Francis 
choſe rather to run the riſk of diſobliging his new ally 
the ſultan, than to draw on his head the indignation 
jad perhaps the arms of all Chriſtendom, by obſti- 
nately obſtructing the re- eſtabliſhment of tranquillity, 


and contributing to the th rr oy y. Infi- 
dels be. 


Tusss conſiderations inclined the contending mo- 
darchs to liſten to the arguments of the pope + but his 
Holineſs found it impoſſible to bring about a final ac- 
commodation between them, each inflexibly perſiſt- 
ing in aſſerting his own claims. Nor could he pre- 
rail on them to ſee one another, though both came to 
che place of rendezvous ; ſo great were the remains of 
diſtruſt and rancour, or ſuch the difficulty of adjuſting 
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ihe S Vet, improbable as it may ſeem, 2 

few days after ſigning the truce, the emperor, i in his paſ. 
' fage to Barcelona, being driven on the coaſt of Pro- 
vence, Francis invited him to come a- fore; frankly 


_ viſited him on board his galley, and was Wette and 


entertained with the warmeſt demonſtrations of eſteem 


and affection. Charles with an equal degree of confi- 
dence, paid the king next day a viſit at Aigues-mor- 
tes; where theſe two hoſtile rivals, and vindictive ene- 


mies, who had accuſed one another of every kind of 
| baſeneſs, converſing together with all the cordiality 


- of brothers, ſeemed to vie with each other in expreſ- 


ſions of reſpect and friendſhip 3. Such ſudden tran- 
fitions from enmity to affection, and from ſuſpicion to 


confidence, can only be accounted for from that {pi- 


Tit of chivalry, with which the manners of both prin. 
ces. were ſtrongly tinctured. 1 


a — — the glory of having reſtored tranquillity to 
Europe, Paul III. ſecured a point of much conſequence 
to his family. He obtained in marriage, for his grand» 
ſon, Margaret of Auſtria, the emperor's natural daugh- 

ter, formerly wife to Alexander of Medicis, whom 


Charles had raiſed to the ſupreme power in Florence. 


Lorenzo of Medicis, the kinſman and intimate com- 
panion of Alexander, had aſſaſſinated him by one of 


the blackeſt treaſons recorded in hiſtory. Under pre- 
tence of having ſecured him an aſſignation with a lady 
of great beauty, and of the higheſt rank, he drew him 
into a ſecret apartment of his palace, and there ſtabbed 


him, as he lay careleſsly on a couch, expecting the pie. 
ſence of the lovely fair, whom he had often ſolicited in 
vain. Lorenzo, however, did not reap the fruits of his 


13. Sandov. Hift. del. Emp. Carl. V. 
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crime; for although ſome of his countrymen extolled 
him as, a third Brutus, and endeavoured to ſeize this 
occaſion for recovering their liberties, the govern- 
ment of Florence paſſed into the hands of Coſmo II. 
another Kkinſman of Alexander 4. Coſmo was deſi- 
rous of marrying the widow of his predeceſſor; but 
the emperor choſe rather to oblige the pope, by beſtow- 
ing his daughter upon Octavio Farneſe, ſon of the 
duke of Parma, Ang .grandion. of his Holineſs, 1 8 


1:9 cases had ſoon Farther cauſe to be ſenſible of 


his obligations to Paul III, for negociating the 


uuce of Nice. His troops, every where, muti- 
njed for want of pay, and the ability of his, generals, 
only could have prevented a total revolt. He had de- 


pended upon the ſubſidies which he expected from his 


Caſtilian ſutjekts for diſcharging the arrears of his 


army, He accordingly aſſembled the Cortes of Caſ- 


tile at Toledo; and having repreſented te them the 


great expence f his military operations, he ptopoſed 
to levy ſuch ſupplies as the preſent exigency of his af. 
fairs demanded, by a general exciſe on commodities. 


Zu the Spaniards, who already felt themſelves op- 


preſſed with a load of taxes unknown to their anceſtors, 
and who had often complained, that their country was 
drained of its wealth and inhabitants, in order to pro- 


ſecute quarrels in which: they had no intereſt, deter- 


mined not to add voluntarily to their own. burthens. 
The nobles, in particular, inveighed with great vehe- 
mence againſt the meaſure propoſed ; as it would en- 
croach on the moſt valuable and diſtinguiſhed privi- 


lege of their order, that of being exempted: from the 


payment of any tax. After employing arguments and 


f 
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ſembly with indignation : and from that period nei- 
ther the nobles nor the prelates have been called to the 
Cortes, on pretence chat ſuch as pay no part of the 
public takes, ſhould not claim a vote in laying them 


on. | Theſe aſſemblies have fince conſiſted merely of 
the procurators or repreſentatives of eighteen cities, 


two from each; in all thirty-ſix members, who arc 
abſolutely at the devotion of the crown. 


Tart citizens of Ghent, ftill more bold, broke out 


not long after into open rebellion againſt the empe- 
ror's government, on account of a tax which they 


judged contrary to their ancient privileges, and a de. 
cifion of the council of Mechlin in favour of the im- 


perial authority. Enraged at an unjuſt impoſition, 
and rendered deſperate on ſeeing their rights betrayed 


by that very court which was bound to protect then, 


they flew to arms; ſeized ſeveral of the emperor's of. 
_ fiicers, and drove ſuch of the nobility as reſided among 


them out of the city. Senfible, however, of their 


inability to ſupport what their zeal had prompted them 
to undertake, and defirous of ſecuring a protector a- 


gainſt the formidable forces with which they might 


expect ſoon to be attacked, they offered to acknow- 


ledge the king of France as their ſovereign ; to put 


him into immediate poſſeſſion of their city, and to 
aſſiſt him in recovering thoſe provinces in the Nether- 
lands which had anciently belonged to his crown. 
True policy directed Francis to comply with this pro- 
poſal. The counties of Flanders and Artois were 
more valuable than the duchy of Milan, for which 


- 
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rd to France made it more eaſy to conquer or to 


defend them. But we are apt to eſtimate the value A. D. 1539+ - 


of things by the trouble which they have coſt us. 
Francis, computing in this manner, over-rated the 
territory of Milan. He had lived in friendſhip with 
the emperor, ever ſince their interview at Aigues- 
mortes, and Charles had promiſed him the inveſtiture 
of that duchy. Forgetting thereſore all his paſt in- 
juries, "and the deceitful. promiſes by which he had 


been fo often duped, the credulous, generous, but un- 


principled Francis, not only rejected the propoſi- 


tions of the citizens of Ghent, but communicated to 


the emperor, his whole degoeintion with the malcon- 
tents * 8 


0 of Charles's heart by his own, Francis 
hoped, by this ſeemingly diſintereſted proceeding, to 
obtain at once the inveſtiture of Milan; and the em- 


peror, well acquainted with the weakneſs of his rival, . 
flattered him in this hope, for his own ſelfiſh pur- 


poſes. His preſence being neceflary in the Nether- 
lands, he "demanded a paſſage through France. It 
was immediately granted him; and Charles, to whom 
every moment was precious, ſet out, notwithſtanding 
the remonſtrances of his council, and the fears of his 
Spaniſh ſubjeAs, with a ſmall but ſplendid train of 
an hundred perſons. He was met on the frontiers. of 
France by the dauphin and the duke of Orleans, 
who offered to go into Spain, and remain there as 
hoſtages, till he ſhould reach his own dominions; but 


Charles replied, that the king's honour was ſufficient 
or his ſafety, and proſecuted his journey without any 


16. Sandov, ubi ſup. Mew. de Bellay. 
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other ſecurity. The king entertained him with the 
utmoſt magnificence at Paris, and the two young 
princes” did not take leave of him till he entered the 
Low Countries; yet he till found means to evade his 
promiſe, and Francis continued to believe Ln profeſ- 
mu ons nN 27. 


The citizens of Ghent, ld at the . of 
the emperor, who was joined: in the Netherlands by 
three armies, ſent ambaſſadors to implore his mercy, 
and offered to throw open their gates. Charles only 
condeſcended to reply, that he would appear among 
them, as a ſovereign and a judge, with the ſceptre 
« and the ſword.” He accordingly entered the place 
of his nativity, on the anniverſary of his birth ; and 
inſtead of that lenity which might have been expected, 
exhibited an awful example of his ſeverity. Twenty. 
ſix of the principal citizens were put to death; a 
greater number were baniſhed; the city was ee 
to have forfeited its privileges; a new ſyſtem of laws 


and political adminiſtration was preſcribed ; and a large | 


fine was impoſed on the inhabitants, in order to de- 
fray the expence of erecting a citadel, together with 
an annual tax for the ſupport of a garriſon, They 


were not only deſpoiled of their ancient immunities, 


But made to pay, like conquered people, for the means 
of perpetuating their own 9 = 


Hay ing thus re-eſtabliſhed his e in the 
Low Countries, and being now under no neceſſity of 
continuing that ſcene of falſhood and diffimulation 
with which be had amuſed the F rench monarch, 
Chailes began gradually to throw-afide the veil under 
which he had concealed his intentions with reſpect to 


17. Mem. de Ribier, Thuan. lib, i. Mu de Bellay, 18. Harzi, 
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40 duchy of Milan, and at laſt peremptorily refuſed LETTER 


to give up a territory of ſuch value, or voluntarily 


to make ſuch a liberal addition to the ſtrength of an XP. 


enemy by diminiſhing his o.]•n power. He even de- 
nied, that he had ever made any promiſe which could 
bind him to an action ſo fooliſh, and ſo na o 
his own intereſt 19. 


Tris Usb dien expoſed the king of France to as 
much ſcorn as it did the emperor to cenſure, The 


blind eredulity of Francis, after he had experienced 


ſo often the duplicity and artifices of his rival, ſeemed 
to merit no other return. He remonſtrated, however, 
and exclaimed, as if this had been the firſt inftancain 
which the emperor had deceived, him. The. inſult 
offered to his underſtanding, affected him even more 
ſenſibly than the injury done to his intereſt ; and he 
diſcovered ſuch reſentment as made it obvious that he 
would ſeize on the firſt opportunity of revenge, and 
that a new war would ſoon deſolate the European 
continent. 


MeaAx wn Charles was obliged to turn his at- 
tention towards the affairs of Germany. The Pro- 
teſtants having in vain demanded a general council, 
prefſed him earneſtly to appoint a conference between 


a ſelect number of divines of each party, in order to 


examine the points in diſpute. For this purpoſe a 
diet was aſſembled at Ratiſbon: and ſach a confe- 
rence, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of the pope, was 
held with great ſolemnity in the preſence of the em- 
peror, But the divines choſen to manage the contro- 
verſy, though men of learning and moderation, were 
only able to ſettle a few ſpeculative opinions, all points 


19. Mem. de Bellay. 
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relative to worſhip and juriſdiction ſerving only to 
inflame the minds of the diſputants. Charles there. 


fore, finding his endeavours to bring about an accom. 
modation ineffectual, and being impatient to cloſe the 
diet, prevailed on a majority of the members to ap. 


prove of the following edict of receſs:— That the ar. 
ticles concerning which the divines had agreed, ſhould 
be held as points decided; that thoſe about which 
they had differed, ſhould be referred to the determi- 
nation'of a general council, or if that could not be 
obtained, to a national ſynod ; and ſhould it prove 
impracticable alſo to aſſemble a ſynod of Germany, 
that a general diet of the empire ſhould be called with. 


in eighteen months, in order to give final judgment 


on the whole controverſy ; that, in the meantime, no 
innovations ſhould be made, nor wy means employ- 
ed to > gain Fe * | 


Tuis edict gave great offence to the pope. The 
bare mention of allowing a diet, compoſed chiefly of 
laymen, to paſs judgment in regard to articles of faith, 
appeared to him no leſs e and profane than the 
worſt of thoſe hereſies which the emperor ſeemed ſo 
zealous to ſuppreſs. The Proteſtants alſo were diſſa- 


tis fied with it, as it conſidęrably abridged the liberty 


tom. iv. 21. Id. ibid. 


which they at that time enjoyed. They murmured 
loudly againſt it; and Charles, unwilling to leave any 
ſeeds of JiGontenr | in the empire, granted them a pri- 


vate declaration, exempting them from whatever they 


thought injurious or oppreſſive in the edict of receſs, 


and aſcertaining to them the full poſſeſſion of all their 
former privileges 27, 


20. Father Paul, lib. i. Seckend. lib, ji. Dumont, Corps Dipieg» 


Tns 


MODERN EURDO/PE. 


Tux ſituation of the emperor's affairs at this junc= LETTER 
ture made theſe extraordinary conceſſions neceſſar y.. 


He foreſaw a rupture with France to be unavoidable, 
and he was alarmed at the rapid progreſs of the Turks 


in Hungary. A great revolution had happened in that 


kingdom. John Zapol Scæpius, by the affiſtance of 
Solyman, had wreſted from the King of the Romans a 
confiderable part of the country. John died, and left 
aninfant ſon. Ferdinand attempted to take advantage 
of the minority, in order to repoſſeſs himſelf of the 
whole kingdom ; but his ambition was diſappointed 
by the activity and addreſs of George Martinuzzi, 
. biſhop of Waradin, who ſhared the regency with the 
queen. Senſible that he was unable to oppoſe the king 
of the Romans in the field, Martinuzzi ſatisfied him- 
ſelf with holding out the fortified towns, all which he 
provided with every thing neceſſary for defence; 
2nd he at the ſame time ſent ambaſſadors to Solyman, 
beſeeching him to extend toward the ſon, that imperial 
protection which. had ſo generouſly maintained the fa- 
ther on the throne, Ferdinand uſed his utmoſt en- 
deavours to thwart this negociation, and even mean- 
ly offered to hold the Hungarian crown on the ſame 
ignominious conditions by which John had obtained it, 
that of paying tribute to the Porte, But the ſultan ſaw 
ſuch advantages from eſpouſing the intereſt of the 
young king, that he inſtantly marched into Hungary 
and the Germans, having formed the ſiege of Buda, 
were defeated with great ſlaughter before that city. 
Soly man, however, inſtead of becoming the protector 
of the infant ſovereign whom he had relieved, made 
uſe of this ſucceſs to extend his own dominions: he 
ſent the queen and her ſon into Tranſilvania, which 

pro- 
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province he allotted them, and added were to the 
en eng 78. 


(If PPILY for OA Proteſtants, Charles had received 
intelligence of this revolution before the cloſe of the 
diet at Ratiſbon; and in conſequence of the conceſ. 


ſions which he made them, he obtained ſuch liberal 
ſupplies, both of men and money, in order to proſe. 


cute the war againſt the Turks, as left him little 
anxiety about the ſecurity of Germany. He there. 
fore haſtened to join his fleet and army in Italy, on 
purpoſe to carry into execution a great and favourite 

enterprize, which he had concerted againſt Algien; 
though it would certainly have been more conſiſtent 
with his dignity to have conducted the whole force 
of the empire againſt Solyman, the common enemy 
of Chriſtendom, who was preparing to enter his Auſ- 
trian dominions. But many reaſons induced Charles 
to prefer the African expedition. He wanted ſtrength 


to combat the Turks in ſo diſtant a country as Hun- 


gary; and the glory which he had formelry acquired 


in Barbary led him to hope for like ſucceſs, while the 
cries of his Spaniſh ſubjects rouſed him to take ven- 
ane on their ravagers. | 


/ AL.ciss, fince the taking of Tunis, was become 


the common receptacle of all the Barbary corſairs; 
and from the time that Barbaroſſa, as captain-baſha, 


commanded the Turkiſh fleet, it had been governed by 
Haſcen Aga, a renegado eunuch, who out · did, if pol- 
fible, his maſter in boldneſs 10 cruelty, The com- 
merce of the Mediterranean was greatly interrupted 
by his gallies; and ſuch frequent alarms were given 
to the coaſts of Spain, that there was a neceſſity for 


42. Iſtuanhaffe, Hiſt, Hung. lib. xiv. 
erecting 


* 


gelling watck - towers at certain Anse and of 1 
keeping a guard conſtantly employed, in order to deſery Lix. 
the approach of his ſquadrons, and to protect the in- a 


\zbitants from the depredations of the rapacious * 
fans with which they were manned. 


Gantt, before he left Spain, had reſolved 
© humble this daring corfair, and to extermi- 
tate the lawleſs crew who had fo long infeſted the 
ocean, With this view he had ordered a fleet and 
imy to aſſemble on the coaſt of Italy; and although 
the autumn was now far adyanced, he obſtinately 
xrfifted in his purpoſe, notwithſtanding the remon- 
frances of Andrew Doria, who conjured him not to 
expoſe ſo noble an armament to almoſt inevitable de- 
tion, by venturing at ſo late a ſeaſon to approach 
the ſtormy coaſt of Algiers, Doria's _ proved 


prophetical . 


No ſooner had che emperor landed in Barbary, than 
z frightful hurricane aroſe ; ſcattered his fleet, and 
laſhed great part of it in pieces; while he and his 
land forces were ra to all the fury of the ele- 
ments, in an enemy's country, without a but or a 
tent to ſhelter them, or ſo much as a ſpot of firm 
ground on which they could reſt their wearied bodies. 
la this calamitous ſituation, cold and wet, they con- 
linued during ſeveral days, haraſſed at the ſame time 
by the attacks of the Algerines. At laſt Doria hap- 
pily being able to aſſemble the remains of the fleet, 
Charles was glad to reimbark, after having loſt the 
greater part of his army, by the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, famine,.or the ſword of the enemy. And the men 
who yet ſurvived were doomed to encounter new 
miſeries in their return; the flect being ſcattered 


by 
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1 Robertſon, book vi. 24. Id. this. 


- misfortunes. His firmneſs and conſtancy of ſpiri, WW . 


, perſon to whatever danger l he encouraged 
the deſponding, vifited the ſick and wounded, and x 
animated all by his words and example **, He paid 
_ dearly for his obſtinacy and preſumption ; but he 


ing furniſhed him with too good a pretext for taking 


whom Francis had diſpatched, the one to the Oito- 


THE HISTORY OY 
a freſh florm, and the ſhips obliged to take ſhelter, man 
uon 

ſeparately, in thoſe ports of aa or Italy they WM 
could br reach ?3. ---.. . 1 


et my dear Philip, was the reſolt of the en. il ** 
peror's pompous expedition againſt Algiers, the moſt 
unfortunate enterprize of his reign, and that on which 
he built the higheſt hopes. But if Charles failed tg 110 
acquire the glory which ever attends ſucceſs, he ſe. x 
cured that which is more eſſentially connected with 
merit, He never appeared greater than amidſt hi 


his magnanimity, fortitude, humanity and compaſſion, ot 
were eminently conſpicuous, He endured. as ſevere 
hardſhips as the meaneſt ſoldier ; he expoſed his ow 


made mankind ſenſible, that he poſſeſſed many valu- 
able qualities, which an almoſt uninterrupted floy 
of proſperity had hitherto afforded him little 9 
tunity of ſhewing. 


Tus loſs which the emperor ſulfered in this cals 
mitous enterprize encouraged the king of France to 
begin hoſtilities, on which he had been for ſome time 
reſolved; an action diſhonourable to civil ſociety hav- 


arms. The marquis del Guaſto, governor of the duch 
df Milan, had got intelligence of the motions and deſ- 
tination of two ambaſladors, Rincon and Fergoſo, 


D 23. Nic. Villag. Expedit. Car. FA. ad Argyrian. Sandor. vol. f. 
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nin Porte, the other to the republic of Venice; and 
jnowing bow much his maſter wiſhed to diſcover the 
intentions of the French monarch, and of what conſe- 
quence it was do retard the execution of his meaſures, 
be employed ſome ſoldiers belonging to the garriſon of 
paria to lie in wait for theſe ambaſſadors as they ſailed 
down the Po. The ambaſſadors and moſt of their at- 
me, were Murdered, and their papers ſeized 25, 


Franca 3 demanded reparation for 
bat barbarous violence; and as Charles endeavoured 
to put him off with an evaſive anſwer, he appealed to 
il the courts of Europe, ſetting forth the heinouſneſs 
of the, injury, the iniquity of the emperor in diſre- 


erding his juſt requeſt, and the neceſſity of ven- 


geance. But Charles, who was a more profound ne- 
ociator, defeated in a great meaſure the effects of 
theſe ſpirited repreſentations. He ſecured the fidelity 
of the Proteſtant princes in Germany, by granting 
them new conceſſions ; and he engaged the king of 
England to efpouſe bis cauſe, under pretence of de- 
ſending Europe againſt the Infidels; while Francis 
ms only able to form an alliance with the kings of 
Denmark and Sweden (who for the firſt time in- 
tereſted themſelves in the quarrels of the ſovereigns 
of the South), and to renew his treaty with Solyman, 
which drew on him the indignation of Chriſtendom. 


Bor the activity of Francis ſupplied all the defects 


in his negociation. Five armies were ſoon ready to 


take the field, under different generals, and with dif- 
ferent deſtinations. Nor was Charles wanting in his 
preparations, He and, Henry, a ſecond time, made 
an ideal diviſion of the kingdom of France, But as 


25. Mem. de Bellay. n 
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MARTI. che hoſtilities that enſued were followed by no im. T 
— portant conſequonce, nor diſtinguiſhed by any me- von 
| - morable event, except the battle of Ceriſoles, gained blio 

by count d' Enguien over the Imperialiſts, and in whic il papi 
ten thouſand of the emperor's beſt troops fell, I fh tot 
not enter into particulars, It will be ſufficient to cb. ur 
-ſerve, That after France, Spain, Piedmont, and te for 
Low Countries, had been alternately, or at once, pe: 
the ſcene of war; after the Turkiſh fleet under Bar. bin 
baroſſa had ravaged the coaſts of Italy, and the lla Ta. 
of France and the creſcent of Mahomet had appears 12 
in conjunction before Nice, where the croſs of 83. | 
AD. 1544. VOY was diſplayed, Francis and Charles, mutually 
tired of harrafling each other, concluded at Creſpy a pi 
"treaty of peace, in which the king, of England u. 
not mentioned; and, from being implacable enemies, th 
became once more, in appearance, cordial friend, 

and even allies by the ties of blood . 


Tue chief articles in this weaty: were, That all the 
conqueſts which either party had made ſince the truce 
of Nice ſhould be reſtored ; that the emperor ſhoull 
give in marriage to the duke of Orleans, either his 
 owneldeft daughter, with the Low Countries, or the 
ſecond daughter of his brother Ferdinand, with the 
inveſtiture of the duchy of Milan; that Francis 
ſhould renounce all pretenſions to the kingdom of 
Naples, as well as to the ſovereignty of Flanders and 
Artois, and Charles give up his claim to the duchy 
of Burgundy ; and that both ſhould unite in making 
war againſt the Fenn . 


26. Mem. de Monluc, Mem, di Bellen 25. Recueil dn Tra- 


tex, tom. i. 
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Tas emperor was chiefly induced to grant condi- TING 


tions ſo advantageous to France, by a defire of hum- 
bling the Proteſtant princes in Germany. With the 
papal juriſdiction, he foreſaw they would endeavour 
to throw off the imperial authority; and he had de- 
termined to make his zcal for the former a pretence 
for enforcing and extending the latter. But before I 
ſpeak of the wars in which that reſolution involved 
him, I muſt carry forward the domeſtic hiſtory of 
England, the knowledge of nn, ene throw 2 
many os be tranfattions. 


Walt I ſhall obſerve, for the ſake of per» 
ſpicuity,” that the death of the duke of Orleans, be- 
fore the conſummation of his marriage, diſentangled 
the emperor from the moſt troubleſome ſtipulation in 
the treaty of Creſpy; and that the French monarch, 
being ſtill engaged in hoſtilities with England, was 
unable to obtain any reparation for the loſs which he 
ſuffered by this unforeſeen event. Theſe hoftilities, 
ke thoſe between Charles and Francis, terminated in 
zothing decifive, Equally tired of a ſtruggle, attended 


vith no glory or advantage to either, the contending 


princes concluded at Campe, near Ardres, a treaty of 
peace in which it was ſtipulated, That France ſhould 
pay the arrears due by former treaties to England. 
But theſe arrears did not amount to more than one- 
third of the ſutns expended by Henry on his military 


operations; and Francis being in no condition to diſ- 
charge them, Boulogne (a chargeable pledge) was leſt 
in the hands of the Engliſh monarch as a ſecurity for 


the debt as. Such was the reſult of a war which had 
waſted the wealth and ſtrength of both kingdoms, and 
threatened the final ruin of one of them ! 


28, Herbert. Stowe, 
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1 dumęſtie Hier of nende daring the Reign gn of 
Hur VIII. with ſome Account of the Aﬀairs if 
RIO» . 'of the * 0 the e in both 


10 prince ever r aſcended the throne pe England 
with more adyantages than Henry VIII. Von 
have already had occaſion, my dear Philip, to obſerve 
his fortunate ſituation with reſpect to the great powers 
on the continent: he was no leſs happy in regard to 
the internal ſtate of his kingdom, and other domeſtic 
circumſtances. His title to the crown was undiſ. 
puted ; his treaſury was full; his ſubjeQs were in 
tranquillity; and the vigour and comelineſs of his 
- perſon, his freedom of manner, his love of ſhew, and 
his dexterity in every manly exerciſe, rendered his ac- 

ceſſion highly popular, while his proficiency in litera 
ture, and his reputation for talents, made his charac- 
tet reſpectable. Every thing ſeemed to fra 
a happy and proſperous * 3 | 


| Tux firſt act of Henry? $ adminiftration confirmed 
the public hopes: it was the proſecution: of Empſon 
and Dudley, the two unfeeling miniſters whom his fa- 
ther had employed in his extortions, They inſiſted, 
and perhaps juftly, that they had aRted ſolely by 
royal authority ; but the Jury was ſo far moved by 
popular prejudices as to give a verdict againſt them, 
and Henry, at the earneſt deſire of rl, granted 


A. D. 150g. a warrant for their execution 1. 


1. Hollingſhed. 
Havixe 
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Hive puniſhed the inftruments of paſt oppreſ- LETTER 
bon, the king's next concern was to fulfil his former 
engagements. He had been affianced during his fa- A P. 1509, 
ders life-time to the infanta Catharine, his brother's 
vdo; and notwithſtanding ſome ſcruples on that 
7 lep, he now agreed that their nuptials ſhould be ce- 
f ebrated.. - We ſhall afterwards have occaſion to ob- 


ee che extraordinary effects of this marriage, and 
of the king's remorſe, either real or pretended. | ; 
nd 25 1 5 | 7 
on Sous princes have been their own miniſters, but 
ve ilmoſt every one has either had a miniſter or a fa- 


| 72 
n fourite :- Wolſey, whoſe character has already been 1 / e 
Kligeated, was both to Henry. Being admitted to 
de youthful monarch's peaſures, he took the lead in 
10 ery jovial converſation, and promoted, notwith- 
landing his religious habit, all that frolic and gaiety, 
ho which he found to be agreeable to the age and inclina- 
ad tions of the king. | During the intervals of amuſe- 
nent, he introduced bufineſs and ſtate affairs, and in- 


8 a 

0 fnuated thoſe maxims of conduct, which he was de- 

e. dos bis maſter ſhould purſue *. By theſe means 

3 te inſenfibly acquired that abſolute aſcendant over 
Henry,” which diſtinguiſhed his adminiſtration ; and 
the people ſaw, with concern, every day new in- 

rf ances of his uncontrouled authority. 

ue Tux duke of Buckingham, lord high conſtable of 

. England, the firſt nobleman in the kingdom both in 

my 


family and fortune, having wantonly given diſ- 
bY WH at to Wolſey, ſoon found reaſon to repent his 
by imprudence. He was deſcended by a. female from the 
m, duke of Glouceſter, youngeſt ſon of Edward III. and | 
ted tringinfatuated with judicial aſtrology, he conſulted 


| 2. Cavendiſh, | | 
xe WH Vox. II. 1 with 
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+... throne. He had even been ſo unguarded as to utter 


A.D. 1521. 


SY Tux next memorable event in the domeſtic hiſtory 
of this reign, is the divorce of queen Catherine. The 


with ſome doubts and difficulties. He next proceeded 


riages. The archbiſhop of Canterbury was now ap- 


A. D. 1527. 


Wolſey alſo fortified his maſter's ſeruples; and the 
bright eyes of Anne Boleyn, maid of honour to the 


1 
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with a Carthuſian friar, named Hopkins, who flatteted 
him with the hope of aſcending one day the Engliſh 


ſome expreſſions againſt the king's life. The cardinal 
made theſe the grounds of an impeachment ; and il. 
though Buckingham's threats ſeem to have proceeded 
more from indiſcretion than deliberate malice, he wat 
brought to trial, condemned, and executed®,' The of- 
fice of high. conſtable, -which this nobleman inherited 
from the Bohuns, earls of Hereford, being forfeited by 
his attainder, was never afterward revived in England, 


king's ſcruples in regard to the lawfulneſs of his mir- 
riage increaſed with the decay of the queen's beauty, 
She had borne him ſeveral children, but they were all 
dead except the princeſs Mary; and Henry was paſ- 
Gonately fond of male iſſue. He conſulted his confeſ- 
for, the biſhop of Lincoln, on the legality of marry- 
ing a brother's widow, and found that prelate poſſeſſed 


to examine the queſtion by his own learning and 
ſtudy, being himſelf a great divine and caſuiſt; and 
having had recourſe to the works of his oracle, Thomas 
Aquiras, he diſcovered that this celebrated doctor had 
expreſsly declared againſt the lawfulneſs of ſuch mar- 


plied to, aud defired to conſult his brethren, All the 
prelates in England, except Fiſher, biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, uͤnanimouſiy declared under their hand and 
ſeal, that they deemed the king's marriage unlawfuli. 


3+ Herbert, a * 4. Burnet, Hiſt. Reformat. book i. 
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queen, carried home every argument to the heart of 
Henry, more forcibly than even the ſuggeſtions of 
that powerf ul favourite. 


Tarts young lady was auger of er Thomas Bo- 
leyn, who bad been employed by Henry in ſeveral 
embaſſies, and was allied to all the chief nobility. 
in the kingdom. She had been carried over to Paris 
in early youth, by the king's ſiſter, when eſpouſed to 
Lewis XII. of France; and the graces of her mind, 
no leſs than the beauty of her perſon, had Jiftinguiſhed 
her even in that poliſhed court. The time at which 
ſhe returned to England is not certainly known ; but 
it appears to have been after the king had entertained 
doubts concerning the lawfulneſs of his marriage. 
She immediately caught the roving and amorous 
ge of Henry; and as her virtue and modeſty left 
him no hope of licentious indulgences, he reſolved 
to raiſe her to the throne, which her accompliſh- 


ments, both natural and acquired, ſeemed al 
fitted to en. | 


Bur many San were yet in the way of Henry's 
viſhes. It was not only neceſſary to obtain a divorce 
from the pope, but a revocation of the bull which had 
been granted for his inarriage with Catharine, before 
be could marry Anne: and he had to combat all the 
ntereſt of the emperor, whoſe aunt he was going to 
degrade. The king of England, however, did not 
deſpair of ſucceſs. He was in high favour with the 
court of Rome, and he deſerved to be ſo, He had 
not only oppoſed the progreſs of the Lutheran tenets, 
by all the influence which his extenſive and almoſt ab- 
ſolute authority conferred upon him, but he had even 
fritten a book agaiaft them; a performance 1 in itſelf 
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not contemptible, and which gave ſo much pleaſure 
to Leo X. that he conferred upon Henry the-title of 
Defender of the Faith. Senſible therefore of his im. 


| portance, as the chief pillar of the church, at a time 


when it Rood in much need of ſupport, he confi. 
dently applied to Clement VII. the reigning pontif, 


fora Een his 1 83 with Cutharios: 


| Tas pope ſeemed : at ck favourable to "We $ in- 


clinations; ; but his dread of diſpleaſing the: emperor, 


_ whoſe priſoner he had lately been, prevented hin 


A. D. 1329 


from coming to any fixed determination. He at laſt, 
however, impowered Campeggio and Welſey, his two 
legates in England, to try the validity of the king's 
marriage. They accordingly opened their court at 
London, and proceeded to. the examination of the 


matter. The firſt point which came before them, 


and that which Henry wanted chiefly to eftabliſh, 


was Arthur's conſummation of his marriage with Ca- 


therine ; and although the queen proteſted that her 
virgin honour was yet untainted, when the king re- 


ceived her into his bed, and even appealed to his 


Grace (the title then taken by our kings) for the 


truth of her aſſeveration, ſtronger proofs than were 


produced could not be expected of ſuch a fact, after 


ſo long an interval. But when the buſineſs ſeemed 


drawing near to a cloſe, and while Henry was in 
anxious expectation of a ſentence in his favour, all 


7 bis hopes were ſuddenly blaſted, Campeggio, on the 
moſt frivolous pretences, prorogued the court ; and 


Clement, at the interceſſion of the emperor, revoked 


| the cauſe ſoon after to Rome *. 


"Tar fineſſe 8 the fall of Wolſey. Anne 


Boleyn imputed to him the failure of her expedta- 


_ 8. bent. adds, ubi 1 I 
tions, 


* 


eee 


8 


Mobrnx root 


on of the cardinal's capacity, aſcribed his miſcar- 


riage in the preſent undertaking, not to misfortune A.D, 1629. 


or miſtake, but to the malignity or infidelity of 
that miniſter, | The great ſeal was taken from him, 
ind given to fir Thomas More, a man of ferrnhgz, 
virtue, and capacity. He was indicted in the Star- 
Chamber; his lands and goods were declared for- 


frited his houſes and furniture were ſeized 3 he was 


pronounced without the protection of the laws, and 


his perſon liable to be committed to cuſtody . 


The king's heart, however, relented, and the proſe- 


cution was carried no farther 5 but the cardinal was 
ordered to remove from gurt, and his final ruin was 


banging over n 


Tux parliament laid bold of the n oppor- 
tuuity to paſs ſeveral bills, reſtraining the impoſitions 
o the clergy; and Henry was not diſpleaſed, 
that the pope and his whole militia, ſhould be made 


{nfible of their dependence upon him, and of the 


nilliagneſs of his ſubjects, if he was ſo diſpoſed, to 
reduce - the power and privileges of eccleſiaſtics. 
Amid the anxieties with which he was agitated, he 
was often tempted to break off all connexion with 
Rome ; and Anne Boleyn uſed every inſinuation, 


in order to make him proceed to extremities. with 


Clement; both as the readieſt and ſureſt means of her 
exaltation to the royal dignity, and of ſpreading the 
neu doctrines, in which ſhe had been initiated under 


6. Strype, Cavendiſh. The richneſs of Wolſey's furniture was ſuch 
u mult aſtoniſh even the preſent age. The principal apartments of his 
Ralace were lined with cloth of gold or cloth of filver : he had a ſide- 
board of plate of maſſy gold; and every other article for domeſtic uſe 
fe ornament, was proportionably ſumptuous. Ibid, 


* the 


is. 
tions, and Henry, Who entertained the higheſt opini- LETTER 
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— mation. But Henry, notwithſtanding theſe induce. 
ments, had ſtill many reaſons to defire a gbod agree. 
ment with the ſovereign pontiff Having been edu- 


es 


| dreaded the reproach of hereſy ; and he abhorreg all 
alliance with the Lutherans, the chief opponent, 
of the papal power, becauſe Luther, their apoſtle, 
had bandled him roughly, in an anſwer to his book 
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the ducheſs of Alengon, a warm friend to the Refor. 


cated in a ſuperſtitious veneration for the holy ſee, he 


in defence of the Romiſh communion. 


: Wars 8 wes 6 Fanden theſe con. 
trary opinions, two of his courtiers fell accidentally, 
one evening, into company with Dr. Thomas Cran. 


mer, fellow of Jeſus college, in Cambridge, a man 


| diſtinguiſhed by his learning, but ſtill more by his 


candour; and as the affair of the divorce became the 
ſubject of converſation,” he obſerved, that the beſt 
way, either to quiet the king's conſcience” or obtain 


the pope's conſeat, would be to conſult all the uni- 


verſities in Europe with regard to that controverted 


A. D. 1530. 


point. When Henry was informed of this propoſal, 


he was delighted with it, and ſwore with great vio- 
lence, ** By God! Cranmer has got the right ſow by 
4e the ear.” The doctor was immediately ſent for, 
and taken into favour Y the univerſities were conſult- 
ed, according to his advice; and all of them declared 


the king's marriage invalid”. 


CLenenT, however, lying ſtill under the influence 
of the emperor, continued inflexible ; and as Henry 


was ſenſible, that the extremities to which he wat 


3. Herbert. Burnet, h 
| puſhed, 


E222. 
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Abbe, both againſt the pope and the eccleſiaſtical LETTER 


ge muſt be diſagreeable to Wolſey, whoſe oppoſi- 


tion he dreaded, he renewed the TOs ne A. D. * 


his n favourite. 39! 


— 


Tux 3 * his diſgrace, had Wee. ho 


ſome time at Richmond]; but being ordered to remove 
to his ſee of Vork, he took up his refidence at Ca- 
wood in Yorkſhire, where he. rendered himſelf ex- 
tremely popular in the neighbourhood, by his affabi - 
lity and hoſpitality. In this retreat he lived, when 
the earl of Northumberland received orders to arreſt 
him for high treaſon, and conduct him to London, 
28 4 preclude to his trial. On his journey he was 
ſeized with a diſorder, which turned into a dyſentery ; 
and it was with much difficulty that he was able to 


eich Leiceſter- abbey. I am come to lay my bones 


among you,“ ſaid Wolſey to the abbot and monks, 


no came out to receive him: and he immediately 


wok to his bed, whence he never roſe more. O 
«had 1 but ſerved my God,“ cried he, a little be- 
fore he expired, as diligently as I have ſerved my 
«king, he would not have deſerted me in my grey 
« hairs*,” His treaſon, indeed, ſeems rather to have 
been againſt the people than the prince, or even the 


ute; for although the violence and obſtinacy 'of 


Henry's character ought perhaps to apologize for 
many of the cardinal's public meaſures, his continued 
extortions upon the ſubject, by the moſt iniquitous 
methods, in what he called his e e evurt, d- 
nit of 0 alleviation. 


Twos freed from a Pay whom he conſidered as 
an obſtacle in the way of his inclinations, and ſyp- 


8. Cavendiſh, 
Y 4 ported 
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PART'L. ported by the opinion of che learned in the ſtep 
be intended to take, Henry ordered a — * 
: gether with a convocation; to meet; i which he wa; 
A.D. 1531. acknowledged, the Protector and: ſupreme Head of 
„the Church and Clergy of England.“ And being 
now fully determined in his own mind relative to a 
matter which had long engaged his thoughts, and re. 
ſolved to adminiſter eceleſiaſtical affairs without hay. 
ing farther recourſe to Rome, as well as to abide all 
conſequences, he privately celebrated his marriage 
A. p. 1532. with Anne Boleyn, whom he had. ee e 

nnn 6 anne ie 


* AN . now. or bectme drchbilhop 3 
eg ſoon after the king's marriage with Cathe. 
rine (a ſtep which ought to have preceded his ſecand 
. and. ratified that with Anne, who was pub. 

licly crowned queen, with all the pomp. and dignity 

ited to ſuch a ceremony . And, to complete the ſa- 
tisfaction of Henry on the ee of this trouble - 


. b. 2533. ter, who received the name of Elizabeth, and whom we 
a {hall afterwards ſee ſwaying the Engliſh ſceptre with 
. glory haelt _ happineſs to her people. 


\ Maa: 83 was conreyedto Home of theſe 
tranſactions, the conclave was all in a rage, and the 
hope was urged by the cardinals of the imperial fac- 


Clement was ſtill unwilling to proceed to extremities: 
he only declared Cranmer's ſentence null, and threat- 
ened the king with excommunication, if he did not 


put 822 in their former condition, before a day 
5 , — | 


named. 


ſame buſineſs, the queen was ſafely delivered of a daugh- 


tion, to dart his ſpirital thunders againſt Henry. But 


Ss AGE BY AA a> © 
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named. In the mean time Henry was prevailed pn, 
by the "mediation of the king of France, to fubmit 
his cauſe to the Roman confiſtbry,” arovidel the'car= 
finals of the imperial faction were excluded frotm it. 
The pope conſented; and promiſed that, if the king 
would ſign a erittert agreement to this purpbſe, His 
demands ſhould be fully complied with. But on what 
ſlight incidents often depend the greateſt events !— 

The courier appointed to carry the king's wiitten 
promiſe, was detained beyond the day fixed: news 
urived at Rome, that a libel had been publiſhed in 
London againft the Holy See, and a farce ated be- 


fore the 12 50 in deriſion of the apoſtolic body e. The 


pope and cardisals entered into the conſiſtory inflamed 
nith rage; the marriage between Henry and Cathe- 
tine was pronounced valid; the king was declared ex- 
communicated, if he refuſed to adhere to it, and the 
rupture with England was rendered final. | 


1:3 


- "Tur Engliſh es aſſembled ſoon after this 


tecifion of the court of Rome, conferred on the king 


the title of The only ſupreme HEAD of the Church 
"of England upon earth,” as they had already inveſted 
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A.D. 1533. 


A. D. 1534. 


him with all the real power belonging to it; a meaſure | 


of the utmoſt conſequence to the kingdom, whether 
confidered in a civil or eceleſiaſtical view, and which 
forms a memorable æra in our confti tution. The legiſ- 
ature by thus acknowledgi ag the king's ſupremacy in 
ecclebaſtical matters, and uniting the ſpiritual with the 
civil power, introduced greater fimplicity into govern» 
ment, and prevented all future diſputesabout the limits 
of contending juriſdictions. A. door was alſo opened for 


checking the exorbitances of ſuperſtition, and breaking 


moſe ſhackles, by which human reaſon, policy, and 


10. Father Paul, lib. i ; 
h induſtry 
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induſtry had ſo long been circumſeribed; for, as a pro- 


D found hiſtorian has juſtly obſerved, the Prince being 


head. of the religion, as well as of the temporal 7 
diction of the kingdom, though he might ſometimes be 
tempted to employ the former as an engine of goyern. 
ment, could have no intereſt, like the Roman pontiff, 


in nein its uſurpations 11. 


hor Boglaad. though thus . releaſed from 
the oppreſſive, juriſdiction of the pope, was far from 


enjoying religious freedom. Liberty of conſcience 


was, if poſſible, more confined than ever. Henry 


not only retained; his averſion againſt Luther and 
his doctrines, but ſo many of his early prejudices 
hung about him, that the idea of hereſy ſtill filled him 
with horror. Separate as he ſtood from the Catholic 
church, he continued to value himſelf on maintaining 
its dogmas, and on guarding with fire and ſword the 
imaginary purity of his ſpeculative opinions. All 
who denied the king's ſupremacy, the legitimacy of 
his daughter Elizabeth, or who embraced the tenets 


of the reformers, were equally the objeQs of his ven- 
geance. Among the latter were many unhappy per- 
ons, who had greedily imbibed the Lutheran doc- 


trines, during Henry's quarrel with Rome, in hopes 
of a total change of worſhip ; and who having gone 
too far to recede, fell martyrs to their new faith, 


; Among-t the former were Fiſher, biſhop of Rocheſter, 


A. D. 1335. 


and fir Thomas More, late chancellor, who refuſed 
to acknowledge the king's ſupremacy, and died upon 
the ſcaffold with heroic conſtancy. More, who was 
a man of a gay humour, retained even his facetiouſ- 


_ neſs to the laſt. When he laid his head on the block, 


and ſaw the executioner ready with his weapon, 


11. Hume, Hi. Eng. chap. XXX. 
| | « Stay, 
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Stay, friend,” ſaid he, * till I put aſide my beard,” 
for, added he, <* it never. committed treaſon *. * 
What pity, and what an inſtance of the inconſiſteney 
of human nature, that the man who could make a jeſt 
of death, ſhould make a matter of conſcience: of the 
pope” $ ſupremacy ! 


. 


ALrwouvon Henry thus puniſhed both Proteſtants 
. and Catholics, his moſt dangerous enemies, he was 


ſenfible, were the zealous adherents to the ancient re- 
ligion, and more eſpecially the monks, who having 
their immediate dependence on the Roman pontiff, 
apprehended their own ruin to be the certain conſe- 
quence of aboliſhing his authority in England. The 
king therefore determined to ſuppreſs the monaſteries, 
u ſo many nurſeries of rebellion, as well as of idle- 


neſs, ſuperſtition, and folly, and to put himſelf in 


poſſeſhon of their ample revenues. In order to ef- 
ſectuate this robbery with ſome colour of juſtice, he 

appointed commiffioners to vifit all religious houſes ; 
aud theſe men, acquainted with the king's ain, 
brought reports, whether true or falſe, of ſuch fright- 
ful diſorders, lewdneſs, ignorance, prieſt-craft, and 
unnatural luſts, as filled the nation with horror againſt 
inſtitutions held ſacred by their anceſtors, and lately 
objeAs of the moſt profound veneration. The leſſer 
monaſteries, ſaid to have been the moſt corrupted, to 
the number of three hundred and ſeventy-fix, were at 
once ſuppreſſed by parliament ; and their revenues, 


goods, chattels, and plate, were granted to the 
king *?, * 


Tax . which ſat at the ſame time with 


_ theparliament, paſſed a vote for a new traſlation of 


12. Life of Sir T. Mare, Fox. Herbert, 3. Burnet. 
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3 A 1. the Bible, none being yet publiſhed, by authority, in 
eee D, , . the Engliſh language; and the Reformation ſeemed fb 


»&4 +, * 


gaining ground in the kingdom, though the king fl 
declared himſelf its enemy, when its promoters, Cran. 
mer, Latimer, and others, met with a ſevere mortiff. 
cation, which ſeemed to blaſt all their hopes, in the 
untimely. fate of their Patroneſs, Anne Boleyn. N 


un 1 now began to experience. the decay of 
the king's affections, and the capriciouſneſs of his 
temper. That heart whoſe allegiance ſhe had with- 
drawn from another, revolted at laſt againſt herſelf, 


Henry's paſſion, which had ſubfiſted iq full force, dur 


ing the fix years that the proſecution of the divorce laſt- 
ed, and ſeemed only to increaſe under difficulties, had 
ſearcely attained poſſeſſion of its object, when it funk 
into langour, ſucceeded by diſguſt, His love was ſud- 
denly transferred to a new miſtreſs. The charms of 
Jane Seymour, maid of honour to the queen, a young 
lady of exquiſite beauty, had entirely captivated him; 
and as, he appears to bave had little idea of any other 
connexion than that of marriage, he thought of no- 
thing but how to raiſe her to bi! bed and throne, 


| Tar pra EGS in Henry? $ difaakition, proceeding 


> from an indolence of temper, or an averſion againſt the 


vice of gallantry, involved him in crimes of a blacker 
dye, and in greater anxieties, than thoſe which he 


ſought to avoid by forming a legal connexion. Be- 
fore he could marry Jane, it was neceſſary to get rid 


of his once beloved Anne, now become a bar in the 
way of his felicity. That obſtacle, however, was 


ſoon removed. The heart is not more ingenious in 
ſuggeſting apologies for its deviations, than courtiers 


in een expedients for gratifiying the — 
, 0 


6 
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of their prince. The queen's enemies among Henry's LerruR 


courtiers, immediately ſenſible of the alienation of: 


he king's affections, accompliſhed her ruin, by flat- We | 


tering his new paſſion. They repreſented that free- 


dom of manner, which Anne had acquired in France, | 


43a diſſolute levity : they indirectly accuſed her of a 


criminal correſponderfte with ſeveral gentlemen of the 


bedchamber, and even with her own brother! and 
they extolled the virtues of Jane Seymour Henry 
believed all, becauſe he wiſhed to be convinced. The 
queen*was committed to the Tower; impeached, 
brought to trial 5 condemned without evidence, and 
executed without remorſe. Hiſtory. affords us no rea- 
ſon to call her innocence in queſtion; and the king, 
by marrying her known rival the day after her exe- 
cation, made the motives of his conduct ſufficiently 
evident, and left the world in little doubt about the 
iniquity of her ſentence. 


Ir nder arguments, my Sine Philip, ſhould be 
thought neceſſary in ſupport of the innocence of the 
unfortunate Anne Boleyn, her ſerenity, and even 
chearfulneſs, while under confinement and ſentence of 
death, ought to have its weight, as it is perhaps un- 
exampled in a woman, and could not well be the aſſo- 
ciate of guilt. Never prince,” ſays ſhe, in a letter 
to Henry, had wife more loyal in all duty, and in 
« all true affection, than you have ever found in Anne 
*« Boleyn; with which name and place I could willing - 
«ly have contented myſelf, if God and your grace's 
© pleaſure had been ſo pleaſed : neither did I at any 
* time ſo far forget myſelf in my exaltation, or re- 
© ceived queenſhip, but that I always looked for ſuch 
an alteration as I now find; for the ground of my 


154. Stype. Burnet. 
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es preferment being on no ſurer foundation than your 
&« grace's fancy, the leaft alteration I knew. was {+ 


and ſufficient to draw that fancy to ſome other ob. 


ect.“ In another letter to the king, ſhe ſays, © You 


„ come a ſaint!” This gaiety continued to the laſt, 


of the bedchamber, alſo fell victims to the king's ſuſ- 


ed. The friends of the Reformation ſtill maintained 


«have raiſed me from a private gentlewoman to 2 
© marchioneſs; from a marchioneſs to a queen; and 
« ſince you can exalt me no higher in this world, you 
« are reſolved to ſend me to heaven, that I may he. 


The morning of her cataftrophe, converſing with the 
lieutenant of the Tower on what ſhe was going to ſuf. 
fer, he endeavoured to comfort her by the ſhortneſs 
of its duration. The executioner indeed,” replied 
ſhe, „I am told is very expert; and I have but a 
< lender neck!“ grafping it with her hand, and 
ſmiling **5. The queen's brother, and three gentlemen 


picions ; or rather were ſacrificed to hallow his nup- 
tials with Jane Seymour, 


Tus Catholics, who had been the chief inftru- 
ments of theſe tragical events, did not reap fo much 
advantage from the fall of queen Anne as they expect- 


their credit with the king; and articles of faith were 
drawn up by the convocation under Henry's eye, 
more favourable to the new than the old religion, 
but ſtill more conformable to the ideas of the royal 
theologiſt, than agreeable to the partizans of either. 
Prudence, however, taught the Proteſtants to be filent, 
and to reſt ſatisfied with the ground which they had 
gained. The diſappointed Catholics were leſs quiet. 
The late innovations, particularly the diſſolution of 
the ſmaller monaſteries, and the imminent danger to 


| 25. Ibid, | : 
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which all the Teſt were expoſed, had bred diſcontents, 
among: the people. The Romiſh religion, ſuited to 


vulgar capacity, took hold of the multitude by power ADEN 


fal moti ves: they were intereſted for the ſouls of their 
forefathers, which they believed muſt now lie during 


many. ages in the torments of purgatory, for want of 
maſſes to relieve them. The expelled monks, wander- 


ing about the country, encouraged theſe prejudices to 


rouſe the populace to rebellion ; and they aſſembled in 


large bodies in different parts of the kingdom, parti- 
culatly in Lincolnſhire and the northern counties. 
But by the prudent conduct of the duke of Norfolk, 
who commanded the king's forces, and who ſecretly. 


favoured the cauſe of the rebels, but not their rebelli- 


ous meaſures, tranquillity was happily reſtored to the 
a little effuſion of blood 16. | 


Tus ſupprefion of theſe inſurre&ions was fied 
by an event which completed Henry's domeſtic feli- 
city; the birth of a ſon, who was baptized under the 
name of Edward. But this happineſs was not without 
allay: the queen died two days after. A ſon, how- 
ever, had been ſo long, and ſo ardently deſired by 
Henry, and was now become ſo neceſſary, in order 
to prevent diſputes with regard to the ſucceſſion, the 
two princeſſes being declared illegitimate, that the 
king's ſorrow was drowned in his joy. And his 
authority being thus confirmed at home, and his con- 
ſideration increaſed abroad, he carried into execution 


| 2 meaſure on which he had been long reſolved, the 


utter deſtruction of the monaſteries, , 


Taz better to reconcile the minds of the 8 to 


| this great innovation, the impoſtures of the monks 


16. Herbert. 
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were 
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were zealouſly brought to light. Among the ſacred 


T If E 


TIE repoſitories of convents-were found, the parings of St. 
Edmunds toes; ſome coals that roaſted St. Laurence; | 


the girdle of the bleſſed Virgin, ſhewn in eleven dif. 


_ ferent places; two or three heads of St. Urſfula; and 


part of St. Thomas of Canterbury's ſhirt, much reve. 
renced- by. big-bellied women. Some impoſtures of 2 


more artificial natute alſo were. diſcovered ; particy- 


larly a miraculous erucifix, which had been kept at 
Boxley i in Kent, and bore the appellation of the R- 
of Grace, the eyes, lips, and head of which moved on 
the approach of its votaries. This crucifix yas pub. 


licly broke at St. .Paul's-croſs, and the ſprings and” 


wheels by Which it had been ſecretly. moved were 
ſhewn to the whole people. The ſhrine of St. Tho. 
mas a Becket, commonly called: St. Thomas of Can« 
terbury, was likewiſe deftroyed, and ſeemingly de- 
fervedly, though much to the regret of the populace, 
$0 ſuperſtitious was the veneration for this ſaint, that 
it appeared, in one year, not a penny had been offered 
at God's altar; at the Virgin's only four pounds one 
fhilling and eight pence; but at that of St. Thomas, 
nine hundred ene four nude ſix ſhillings and 


þ three tonne 


f 1 


Tas pete of fuck enormous abſurdities and im- 
pieties took off much of the odium from a meaſure in 


- Itſelf rapacious, violent, and unjuſt. The acquieſ- 


cenee of the nobility and gentry was farther procured 
by grants of the revenues of convents, or leaſes of 
them at a reduced rent: and the minds of the people 
were quieted by being told, that the king would have 


no farther occaſion to levy taxes, but would be able, 


27. Burnet, Herbert. Godwin. Stowe. 


lands 


during war as well as peace, to bear from the abbey- 


th 


MODERN e 


lands the whole 'Expence. of government 1. 19. Henry 
allo ſettled penſions on the ejected monks, and erected . 
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LETTER 


7 
2 


tx new biſhopricks; which ſilenced the murmurs of 4557 153. 


ach of the ſecular clergy as were not altogether wed- 
&ed t to me Romiſh communion. 

Arran Jenpuncing. Hint pope's Commis and ſup= 
preffing monaſteries, the ſpirit of oppoſition, it was 
thought, would lead the king to declare war againſt 
the whole doctrine and worſhip, as well as diſcipline 
ff the church of Rome. But although Henry, ſinee 
he came to/the years of maturity, had been gradually 
changing the tenets of that theological ſyſtem in which 
he had been educated, he was no leſs dogmatical in 
the few which yet remained to him, than if the whole 
fabric had been preſerved entire; and ſo great was his 
ſcholaſtic arrogance, though he ſtood alone in his belief, 
that he thought himſelf entitled to regulate by his own 
particular ftandard, the religious faith of the nation. 
The chancellor was accordingly ordered to open the 
parliament with informing them; that is was his ma- 
|ſty's earneſt defire to extirpate from his kingdom all 
liverſity of opinion in matters of religion. In conſe- 
quence of this deſire, a bill, conſiſting of fix articles, 
called by the Proteſtants the Bloody Bill, was drawa 
up according to the king's ideas; and having paſſed 
through both houſes, received the royal aſſent. In 
this ſtatute was eſtabliſhed, the doctrine of the real 
preſence, or tranſubſtantiation; the communion in 
one kind, or with bread only; the perpetual obliga- 
tion of vows of chaſtity ; the utility of private maſſes ; 
the celibacy of the clergy, and the neceſſity of auri- 
eulat confeſſion. The violation of either of theſe ar- 
ticles was made puniſhable with death; and a denial 


18. Coke, If... fol. 44. 
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of the real preſence, to the diſgrace of common-ſenſe, 


Dorm. could not be atoned for by the moſt humble recant. 


tion'9:; an inſtance of bd upknown even to the 
inquifition! : | 


Tux affairs of religion being thus ſettled, the king 
began to think of a new wife; and as the duke of 
Cleves had great intereſt with the princes of the 
Smalkaldic Teague, whoſe alliance was conſidered x 
advantageous to England, Henry ſolicited in marriage 
Anne, Javghter of that duke. A flattering picture of 
thisprinceſs, drawn by Hans Holbein, co-operated with 


_ theſe political motives to determine the king in his 


choice; and Anne was ſent over to England, But 
Henry, though fond of large women, no ſooner ſay 
her, than (fo devoid was ſhe of beauty and grace!) 
he ſwore ſhe was a great Flanders mare, and declared 


he never could bear her any affection. He reſolved, 


however, to conſummate his marriage, notwithſtand- 
ing his diſlike, ſenfible that a contrary conduct would 


be highly reſented by her friends and family, He 


&.D. 1540 · 


therefore told Cromwell, his miniſter ſince the death 
of Wolſey, and who had been inſtrumental in forming 
the match, that „ as matters had gone ſo far, he 
„ muſt put his neck into the * 


Bur although politiest conſiderations had induced 
Henry to conſummate, at leaſt in appearance, his 
marriage with Anne of Cleves, they could not fave 


him from diſguſt. His averſion againſt her increaſed 


every day; and Cromwell, though ſtill ſeemingly in 
favour, ſaw his own ruin, and the queen's diſgrace, 


faſt approaching. An unforeſeen cauſe accelerated 


19. Stat. 31 Henry VIII. cap. xiv. 


both. 


MoDtrn tuUYorks, 


both. The king had fixed his affections on Catherine LETT 


Howard, niece to the duke of Norfolk ; and as uſual, 


his royal confort, The duke, who had long been at 
enmity with Cromwell, made uſe of his niece's inſi- 
nations againſt that miniſter, who was a promoter of 
the Reformation, as he formerly had of thoſe of Anne 
Boleyn againſt Wolſey. Cromwell was accuſed of 
hereſy and treaſon, committed to the Tower, con- 
gemned and executed *?, He was a man of low 
bird, but worthy, by his integrity and abilities, of 
the high ſtation to which he was raiſed ; worthy of a 
better maſter, and a better fate. 


Tax meaſures for divorcing Henry from Anne of 
Cleves, were carried forward at the ſame time with the 
bill of attainder againſt Cromwell. Henry pleaded, 
that when he eſpouſed Anne, he had not inwardly given 
his conſent 3 and that, notwithſtanding the near ap- 


mnſummate the marriage. The convocation ſuſtained 
theſe reaſons, and ſolemnly annulled the engagements 
between the king and queen. The parliament, ever 


obſequious to Henry's will, ratified the deciſion of 
the church, 


Tun marriage of the king with Catherine Howard, 
which followed ſoon after his divorce from Anne of 
Cleves, was regarded as a favourable incident by the 
Catholic party; and the ſubſequent events correſ- 
ponded with their expectations. The king's councils 
being now directed by the duke of Norfolk and biſhap 
Gardiner, a furious perſecution was begun againſt 
be Proteſtants, The Law of the Six Articles, which 


Burnet, vol. i, 


22 Crom- 


LX. 
he determined to gratify his paſſion, by making her A. D. 1549. 


proach he had made, he had not thought proper to 
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THE HISTORY OF 
Cromwell had, on all oceafions, taken care to ſoften, 
was executed with rigour ; and Dr. Barnes, and ſeve. 
ral other elergymen, were proſecuted, and brought to 


; the ſake, 


A. D. 1541. 


Bur Henry's attention was ſoon turned to proſecy. 
tions of a very different kind; and on aſubje& which 
affected him ſtill more ſenſibly than even the viola. 
tion of his favourite theological ftatute. He had 
thought himſelf extremely happy in his new conſort, 
The elegant perſon, and agrecable manners of Cathe. 
Tine, had entirely captivated his heart; and he had 
publicly, in his chapel, returned thanks to Heaven for 


the felicity which the conjugal ſtate afforded him, 


This happineſs, however, was of ſhort duration. l. 
diſappeared like a gaudy meteor, almoſt as ſoon as per- 
ecived; and its loſs afflicted the king the more keenly, 


by reafon of the circumſtances with which it was ac. 


eompanied. It not only vaniſhed on a point which in- 
timately concerned his peace, but on which he pecu- 


Harly valued himſelf, his ſkill in diſtinguiſhing a true 


maid. It at once wounded his pride and his paſſion, 
The queen had led a diſſolute life before marriage, 
She had abandoned herſelf to the: footmen of her 
grandmother, the old ducheſs of Norfolk, while her 
maid was in the ſame chamber, and even along with 
her in the fame bed. The proofs of this licentiouſ- 
neſs were poſitive, There was alſo room to believe, 


_ notwithſtanding her declaration to the contrary, that 


ſhe had not been faithful to the king's bed; for it 
appeared, that one Colepepper had paſſed the night 
with her alone fince her marriage, and that ſhe had 


taken Derham, one of her old paramours into her ſer- 


vice . 


21. Id. Ibid. 
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were laid before Henry, he was ſo deeeply affected, 

that he remained for ſome moments ſpeechleſs, and at 
laſt burſt into tears. The natural ferocity of his temper, 
however, ſoon returned; and he aſſembled a parlia- 


341 


Wrtn theſe proofs: of Catherine's incontinence LEFIOS . 


ment, the uſual inſtrument of his tyranny, in order A. n. 


to ſatiate his vengeance, A bill of attainder was 


ſoted againſt the queen and the viſcounteſs of Roch- 


ford, who had conducted her criminal amours- A 
fngular bill was alſo paſſed at the ſame time, making 
it treaſon in any perſon to conceal the incontinence 
of a queen of England; and farther enaQting, That if 
a king of England ſhould marry any woman who had 
been incontinent, taking her for a true maid, ſhe like- 
viſe ſhould be deemed guilty of treaſon, in caſe ſhe 
tid not previouſly reveal herſhameto him I And the 
queen and lady Rochford were beheaded on Tower- 
hill, though their guilt had preceded the framing of 
that ſtatute . 


HavyinG got over this troubleſome buſineſs, Henry 
gain turned his attention to the affairs of religion; 
altering ſeveral times the national creed, according to 
lis own capricious humour. And he turned his arms 
zwainſt his nephew, James V. of Scotland, becauſe 
that- prince had refuſed to imitate his conduct, in 
throwing off the juriſdiction of the pope, 


Tur principles of the Reformation had already 


found their way into Scotland. Several perſons there 
had fallen martyrs to the new faith: and the nobility, 
nvited by the example of England, had caſt a wiſhful 
eye on the eceleſiaſtical revenues; hoping, if a change 
in religion ſhould take place, to enrich themſelyes 


22. Burnet, ubi ſup. 
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PART I. 


ES, 
A. D. 1542. 


| who had advanced as far as Kelſo ; and as that noble- 


his kingdom, both before and after his death. 


fairs, he would have been ſupported i in his meaſures 
with the whole force of England ; whereas be dow had 
that force to oppole, and a diffatisfied people to rule, 


'the king reſolved to enter Engia nd, and take vengeance 
on the imvolars, But his a een diſſatisfied on ac- 


enraged and ſurpriſed at this mutiny, he reproached 


till getermined to make ſome impreſſion on the ene- 


THE HISTORY OF 
- with the plunder of the church. But the king, though 
very poor, not ſuperſtitious, and ſomewhat inclined to 
magnificence, fortified by the arguments of the clergy, 
and guided by the inclinations of his queen, a daugh. 
ter of the duke of Guile, reſiſted every temptation to 
ſuch robbery, and continued faithful to the ſee of 
Rome, This reſpe& for the rights of the church 
proyed fatal to James, and brought many miſeries on 


| Hap the king of . flatte red the pride of 
Henry, by following his example in eccleſiaſtical af 


Fluſhed, however, with an advantage gained over a de. 
tachment from the Engliſh army by lord Hume, he 
marched at the head of thirty thouſand men to meet 
their main body, commanded by the duke of Norfolk, 


man retreated on the approach of the Scottiſh army, 


eount of the preference ſhewy/to the clergy, oppoſed 
his reſolution, and refuſed to attend him. Equally 


them with cowardice, he threatened puniſhment; and 


my's country with the forces that adhered to him, he 
diſpatched ten thouſand men to ravage the weſtern 
border. They entered England near Solway Frith, 
while he himſelf followed, at a ſmall _— _ 
to Vin them upon occaſion, 


Bur this eden alſo proved unſucceſsful, and 
even high] 7 ae : and from a conſe allicd to 


* = . 


MODERN EUROPE. 


that which had ruined the former enterprize. The LETTER 


ting of Scotland, become peeviſh by diſappointment, 


and diffident of all his nobility, deprived lord Max- S 


well of the command of the army, and conferred it 
on Oliver Sinclair, a private gentleman. The Scots, 
diſpleaſed with this alteration, were preparing to diſ- 
band; when a ſmall body of Engliſh forces appear- 
ing, they ſuddenly took to flight, and were all either 
killed or made priſoners “. 


Tas diſaſter had ſuch an effect on the haughty 
mind of James, that he would admit of no counſel or 
conſolation, but abandoned himſelf wholly to deſpair. 
All the paſſions that are inimical to human life, 
ſhame, rage, and deſpondency, took hold of him at 
once, His body waſted daily by ſympathiſing with 
his anxious mind; and he was brought to the verge 


of the graye, when his queen was ſafely delivered of 


the celebrated and unfortunate Mary Stuart. Having 
10 former iſſue living, he anxiouſly inquired, whether 
lis conſort had brought him a ſon or daughter; and 
being told a daughter, he turned himſelf in his bed, 
and aid, „ The crown came with a woman, and it 
« will go with a woman! Many woes await this un- 
happy kingdom: Henry will make it his own either 
«by force of arms or by marriage.” He expireq 
ſoon after uttering theſe ſorrowful words, 


Wnar James had foretold came in part to paſs, 
Henry was no ſooner informed of the victory at Sol- 


way, and the death of his nephew, than he formed 


the project of uniting Scotland to his own dominions, 


23 Buchanan, lib. xiv. Hume, chap. *r, 
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1542. 


THE HISTORY OF 


by marrying prince Edward, his only ſon, to the 


heireſs of that kingdom. For this purpoſe he called 
together ſuch of the Scottiſh-nobility as were his pri. 
ſoners, and offered them their liberty without ranſom, 
provided they would ſecond his views, They readily 
agreed to a propoſal ſo faydurable to themſelves, and 
which ſeemed ſo natural, and fo advantageous to both 


kingdoms; and by choir means, notwithſtanding the 


A.D. 1543. 


- oppoſition of cardinal Beaton, archbiſhop of St. An- 


drews, who had placed himſelf at the head of the re- 
gency, by forging a will in the name of the late king, 
the parliament of Scotland conſented to a treaty of 
marriage and union with England?“, The lipulz- 


tions in that treaty, it would be of little conſequence, 


to enumerate, as they were never executed, 


Henry now finding himſelf at peace with all bis 
neighbours, began-to look out for another wife; and 
by eſpouſing Catherine Par, reli& of lord Latimer, 
he confirmed what had been foretold in jeſt, that he 
would*be obliged to marry a widow, as no reputed 


maid would ever be perſuaded to incur the penalty of 


his ſtatute reſpecting virginity, Catherine was a wo. 
man of virtue and good ſenſe; and though ſomewhat 
inclined to promote the Reformation, a circumſtance 


which gave great joy to the Proteſtant party, ſhe 


delivered her fentiments with much cavtion in regard 
to the new doctrines. Henry, however, whole fa- 
vourite topic of converſation was theology, by en- 
gaging her frequently in religious diſputes, found 
means to diſcover her real pfinciples ; and his un- 


_ wieldy corpulence and ill health having ſoured his 


temper, and increaſed the ſeverity of his natuially pal- 


24. Id. Ibid. See alſo Sir Ralph Sadler's Lettere, 
ſionate 


ite 


peaſe Henry's reſentment againſt herſelf, ſhe could 


yol. ii, 


MODERN EVROPE. ; 245 


gonate and tyrannical diſpoſition, he ordered an im- LETTER 
peachment to be drawn up againſt her. And the 1 

eateſt prudence and addreſs only could have ſaved A. D. 1543. 
her from the block. | a 


HavinG happily got information of the king's diſ- 
leaſure, Catherine replied, when he next offered to 
converſe with her on theological ſubjects, that ſuch 
profound ſpeculations were little ſuited to the natural 
imbecility of her ſex; obſerving, at the ſame time, 
that though ſhe declined not diſcourſe on any topic, 
however ſublime, when propoſed: by his majeſty, ſhe 
well knew that her conceptions could ſerve no other 
purpoſe than to afford him a momentary amuſement ; 
that ſhe found converſation apt to languiſh when not 1 
revived by ſome oppoſition, and had ventured, at = 
times, to feign a contrariety of ſentiment, in order 
to afford him the pleaſure of refuting her. And ſhe 
ingeniouſly added, that ſhe alſo propoſed by this in- 
nocent artifice to engage the king in arguments, A. p. 246. 
whence ſhe had obſerved, by frequent experience, 
that ſhe reaped much profit and inſtruction. “ And 
is it ſo, ſweetheart ?”” ſaid Henry; then we are 
friends again ! embracing her tenderly, and aſſuring 
her of his affeQion. The chancellor however, ig- 7M 
norant of this reconciliation, came next day to arreſt | 9 | 
Catherine, purſuant to the king's warrant, but was M 
diſmiſſed by Henry with the opprobrious appellations \ 
of knave, fool, and beaſt *5, So violent and capricious 
was the temper of that prince! | 
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Bur although the queen was ſo fortunate as to ap- 


25. Burnet, vol. i, Herbert, p. 560. Fox, Ads and Monuments, 


not 
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PART 1. not ſave thoſe whom ſhe moſt reſpected. Catherine 


* 


Ter. and Cranmer excepted, the king puniſhed with yn. 


feeling rigour all others, who preſumed to differ from 
him in religious opinions; but more eſpecially in the 


capital tenet, tranſubſtantiation. Among the un— 


happy victims committed to the flames for denying 
that abſurd doctrine, was Anne Aſcue, a young wo. 


man of ſingular beauty and merit, connected with 


the principal ladies at court, ook even. with the 
queen. She died with great tranquillity and forti. 
tude, refuſing to earn, by recantation, a pardon, 
though offered her at the ſtake *. 


Nox did Henry's tyrannical and perſecuting ſpirit 
confine its vengeance to religious offenders: it was no 
leſs ſevere againſt ſuch as excited his political jealouſy. 
Amongſt theſe were the duke of Norfolk and his gal- 
lant ſon the earl of Surrey. The duke had rendered 
conſiderable ſervices to the crown; and although un- 


derſtood to be the head of the Catholic party, he had 


always conformed to the religion of the cqurt. He 
had acquired an immenſe fortune in conſequence of 


the favours beſtowed upon him by Henry, and was 


confeſſedly the firſt ſubje& in England. That emi- 


nence drew upon him the king's jealouſy. As Henry 


found his death approaching, he was afraid that Nor- 
folk might diſturb the government during his ſon's mi- 
_—— oralter his religious [yRom. 


Tun earl of Surrey was a young nobleman of the 
moſt promiſing hopes, diſtinguiſhed by every accom- 
pliſhment which could adorn a ſcholar, a courtier, or 
a ſoldier of that age. But he did not always regulate 
bis conduct by the caution and reſerve which his ſi- 


26. Id. Ibid, 


tuation 


MODERN EUROPE. 
tuation required; and as he had declined all propoſals: 


of marriage among the nobility, Henry imagined that LX. 


he entertained hopes of eſpouſing his eldeſt daughter, 
the princeſs Mary. The ſuſpicion of ſuch a danger- 
ous ambition was enough, Both he and his father, 
the duke of Norfolk, were committed to the Tower ; 
tried for high treaſon, and condemned to ſuffer death, 
without any evidence of guilt being produced againſt 
either of them; unleſs that the earl had quartered the 
arms of Edward the Confeſſor on his ſcutcheon, 
which was conſidered as a proof of his aſpiring to the 
crown, although the practice and privilege of ſo do- 
ing had been openly avowed by himſelf, and main- 
tained by his anceſtors. Surrey was immediately ex- 
ecuted, and an order was iſſued for the execution of 
Norfolk ; but the king's death happening in the inter- 
yal, nothing farther was done in the matter 27, 


Hensy's health had long been declining, and his 
approaching diſſolution had been foreſeen by all around 
him for. ſome days; but as it had been declared trea- 
ſon to foretel the king's death, no one durſt inform 
bim of his condition, left he ſhould, in the firſt tranſ- 


ports of his fury, order the author of ſuch intelligence 


to immediate puniſhment. Sir Anthony Denny, how- 
ever, at laſt ventured to make known to him the aw- 
ful truth. He ſignified his reſignation, and defired 
thar Cranmer might be ſent for. The primate came, 
though not before the king was ſpecchleſs; but as he 
ill ſeemed to retain his ſenſes, Cranmer defired him 
to give ſome ſign of his dying in the faith of Chriſt. 
He ſqueezed the primate's hand, and immediately ex- 
pired, in the fifty-ſixth Lye of his age, and thirty- 
| eighth of his reign*®; i in his end, a ſtriking 


27. dane, 1 i. Fox vol. ii. 28, . Herbert. 
fle. 
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PARTT. example, that compoſure in the hour of death is not 
Tee the inſeparable eharacteriſtic of a life well. ſpent, nor 

vengeance in this world, the univerſal fate of blood. 
thirſty tyrants. Happily we know, that there ix 
a ſtate beyond the grave, where all accounts will be 
ſettled, and a tribunal before which every one muſt an. 
ſwer for the deeds done in the fleſh; otherwiſe we 
ſhould be apt to conclude, from ſeeing the fame things 
happen to the juſt and to the unjuſt, to the cruel and 
the merciful, that there was no eye in heaven that re, 
* the actions of man nor any arm to puniſh. 


Bur the hiſtory of this reign, my dear Philip, yields 
other leſſons than thoſe of a ſpeculative morality ; 
leflons which come home to the breaſt of every En. 
gliſhman, and which he ought to remember every mo- 
* ment of his exiſtence. It teaches us the moſt alarm- 

1 ing of all political truths ; *© That abſolute delpotiſm 
1 may prevail in a ſtate, and yet the form of a free 
ce conſtitution remain.” Nay, it even leads us to a 

conjecture ſtill more intereſting to Britons, “ That 

ce in this country, an ambitious prince may moſt ſuc- 

« ceſsfully exerciſe his ty rannies under the ſhelter of 

« thoſe barriers which the conſtitution bas placed as 

<« the ſecurity of national freedom; of our lives, our 


40 liberty, and our property.“ 


' Henry changed the national religion, and, in a 
great meaſure, the ſpirit of the laws of England, He 
perpetrated the moſt enormous violences againſt the firſt 
men in the kingdom: he loaded the people with op- 
preſſive taxes, and he pillaged them by loans, which 
it was known he never meant to repay ; but he never 
attempted to aboliſh the parliament, or even to re- 


trench any of its e —— The parlia- 
ment 


MODERN EUROPE, 


ment was the prime miniſter of his tytannical admini- ITE 


fration.. It authoriſed! his oppreſſive taxes, and ab- 


ſolved him from the payment of his debts: it gave its A. D. 1545 


ſanction to his moſt deſpotic and ſanguinary mea» 
ſures; to meaſures, which, of himſelf, he durſt not 
bayve carried into execution; or which, if ſuppoſed to 
be merely the reſult of his own arbitrary will, would 
have rouſed the ſpirit of the nation to aſſert the rights 
of humanity, and the privileges of a free people: 
and law would have beep given to the tyrant's power, 
or ſome arm would have been found bold enough to 
rid the world of ſuch a ſcourge, by carrying ven- 
geance to his heart, 


Tat conclufion which I mean to draw from theſe 
facts and reaſonings is, and it deſerves our moſt ſe- 
tious attention, That the Britiſh conſtitution, though 
ſo happily poiſed, that no one part of it ſeems to pre- 
ponderate; though to admirably conſtructed, that every 
one of the three eſtates is a check upon each of the 
other two, and both houſes of parliament upon the 
crown ; though the moſt rational and perfect ſyſtem of 
freedom that human wiſdom has framed, it is no po- 
fitive ſecurity againſt the deſpotiſm of an artful or ty- 


rannical prince; and that, if Britons ſhould ever be- 


come ſlaves, ſuch an event is not likely to happen, as 
in France, by the abolition of our national aſſembly, 
but by the corruption of its members; by making 
that proud bulwark of our liberty, as in ancient 
Rome, the means of our flavery. Our admirable 
conſtitution is but a gay curtain to conceal our ſhame, 
and the 1niquity of our oppreſſors, unleſs our ſenators 


are animated by the ſame ſpirit which gave it birth. 


If they can be overawed by threats, ſeduced from 
their my by bribes, or allured by promiſes, another 
Henry 
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Henry may rule us with a rod of iron, and dren 


once more the ſcaffold with the beſt blood of the na. 


tion: the parliament will be the humble and ſecure 


A.D. 1546. 


inſtrument of his tyrannies. 


Wir muſt now, my dear Philip, return to the con. 
tinent, where we left Charles V. attempting that de- 
ſpotiſm which Henry VIII. had accompliſhed, 


rt int 


J General View of the Continent of EvRoPe, including the 
Progreſs of the REFORMATION in GERMANY, from 
the firſi Meeting of the Counc1L of TRENT, in 1545, 
to the PEACE of RELIGION concluded at Pass Au, in 


1552. 


N conſequence of the reſolution of the emperor 
Charles V. to humble the Proteſtant princes, his 
chĩef motive, as has been obſerved, for concluding a diſ- 
advantageous peace with F Wackel. he ſent ambaſſadors 
to Conſtantinople, and concluded a diſhonourable truce 
with Solyman. He ftipulated, that his brother Ferdi- 
nand ſhould pay an annual tribute to the Porte for that 
part of Hungary which ſtill acknowledged his ſway, 
and that the ſultan ſhould retain the imperial and un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of the other . Charles at the ſame 
time entered into an alliance with Paul III. the reign- 


ing pontiff, for the extirpation of hereſy ; or, in other 


words, for oppreſſing the liberties of Germany, under 
pretence of maintaining the juriſdiftion of the Holy 
See, | \ | 


7. Barre, tom. viii, Mem. de Ribier, 


MzAx- 
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MEganwHILE a general council had been aſſembled LETTER 


at Trent, by the authority of the pope, in order to 


though they had appealed toa general council, refuſed 
to acknowledge the legality of this, which they were 
ſenſible was convoked to condemn, not to examine their 
opinions. The proceedings of the council confirmed 
them in this reſolution: they therefore renounced all 
connection with it; and as they had diſcovered the 
emperor's ambitious views, they began to prepare for 
their own defence. 


Tux emperor, whoſe ſchemes were not yet ripe for 
execution, though much chagrined at this obſtinacy, 
ſmothered his reſentment ; and, in order to gain time, 
he attempted anew that diſſimulation which he had ſo 
often praiſed with ſucceſs. He aſſured, and endea- 
vouredto perſuade the princes of the Smalkaldic league, 
that he had no deſign to abridge their religious li- 


berty. It being impoſhble however, to conceal his mi- 


litary preparations, he declared, That he took arms, 
not in a ſpiritual, but in acivil quarrel ; not to oppreſs 
thoſe who continued to behave as quiet and dutiful 
ſubjects, but to humble the arrogance of ſuch as had 
thrown off all ſenſe of that ſubordination in which 
they were placed under him, as the head of the Ger- 
manic body. But the ſubſtance of his treaty with the 
pope, coming to light, theſe artifices did not long im- 
poſe on the greater and ſounder part of the Proteſtant 


confederacy. Its more intelligent members ſaw, that 


not only the ſuppreſſion of the reformed religion, 
but the extinction of the German liberties was in- 
tended; and as they determined neither to renounce 


thoſe ſacred truths, the knowledge of which they 


had attained by means ſo wonderful, nor to abandon 
thoſe 


regulate the affairs of religion, But the Proteſtants, 2 | 


352 THE HISTORY OF 
- PARTI. thoſe civil rights which had been tranſmitted to them 


PTY from aro _—_— opt had r recourſt 


. the meantime the death of Lather, their great 
e threw the German Proteſtants into much con- 
ſternation, and filled the Catholics with exceſſive and 
even indecent joy; neither party reflecting, chat his 
opinions were now ſo firmly rooted, as to ſtand in 
no farther need of his foſtering hand. The members 
of the Smalkaldic league were alſo diſcouraged by the 
little ſucceſs of their negociations with foreign courts; 
having applied in vain for affiſtance, not only to the 
republic of Venice, and to the Swiſs cantons, but to 
the kings of France and England. But they found at 
home no «ren in — a 8 force into 
the field. 


| Gernany abounded at that time in inhabitants, 
The feudal inſtitutions ſubſiſted in full force, and en- 

+ abled the nobles to call out their numerous vaſſals, and 
to put them in motion on the ſhorteſt warning. The 
martial ſpirit of the people not broken or enervated 
by the introduction of commerce and arts, had ac- 
quired additional vigour during the continual wars in 
which they had been employed, for half a century; 
eſther by the emperors or the kings of France. On 
every opportunity of entering upon action, they were 
accuſtomed to run eagerly to arms; and to every ſtand- 
ard that was ereQed, volunteers flocked from all quar- 
ters. Zeal kfd. on this occaſion their native ar- 
dour. Men, on whom the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion had made that deep impreffion which accompanies 
truth when firſt diſcovered, prepared to maintain it 
with proportional courage; and among a warlike peo- 


2, Sleid. Thuan, Father Paul, 
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i ple, it appeared infamous to remain inactive, when IETER 
e the defence of religion and liberty were the motives IXI. 


ſor drawing t the ſword. The confederates were there- AD. 4546s. 
fore able, in a few weeks, to aſſemble an army of 


Ne ſerenty thouſand foot and fiftcen hundred horſe, pro- 
. vided with idly OY EeTnry for the operations of 
d war 3. Siet d t. ER 

18 N 

n Tas emperor was in no condition to  refiſt ſuch a 
W force : and had the Proteftants immediately proceeded 
de to hoſtilities, they might have dictated their own 
+ terms. But they imprudently negociated inſtead of 
he ting, till Charles received ſupplies from Italy and 
to the Low Countries. He ftill, however, cautiouſly de- 
at dined a battle, truſting that diſcord and the want of 
50 money would oblige the confederates to diſperſe. 


Meantime, he himſelf began to ſuffer ſrom the want 
| of forage and proviſions. Great numbers of his fo- 


ts, reign troops, unaccuſtomed to the climate, or the food | 

ak of Germany, were become unfit for ſervice; and it | | 
ad fill remained a doubtful point, whether his eadineſs | 4 
he was moſt likely to fail, or the zeal of the confederates * 
od to be exhauſted, when an unexpected event decided | 1 ; 
ze. the conteſt, and occaſioned a fatal reverſe in their af- —_ 
in fairs, 5 . | 95 
1 5 | 1 od , 1 
On Srvzn AL of the Proteſtant princes, overawed by 

* the emperor's power, had remained neutral; while 

a ff others, allured by the proſpect of advantage, had vo- 

" Wh lintarily entered into his ſervice, Among the latter #4 
" was Maurice marquis of Miſnia and Thuringia, of = 
be houſe of Saxony; a man of bold ambition, exten- th 
= ive views, and profound political talents. After 0 
5 many conferences with Charles, and his miniſters, ho HR 


3- Seckend, lib, ili. - Thuav, lib. i 
Vor II. e concluded 


* 


a6 11 18 1019 of 


PARTI concluded a treaty; by which he engaged to tones; 
n $546. in affiſting the emperor as a faithful ſabje& ; and 
+++. Charles, in return, ftipulated to beftow-on him aj 

the ſpoils of his relation'and benefaQor, the eleQor 
2 Saxony, his Nb as well as territories, OR 


'Tuzse ehgugements, 8 fo contradifvry to 
all chat is juſt and honourable among men, Maurice 
was able to conceal, as they had been formed with 
the moft myſterious ſecrecy. And fo perfect a maſter 

was he in the art of diffimulation; that the confede. 
- rates, notwithſtanding his declining all conneRtion 
with them, and his fingular affiduity in paying court 
to the emperor, ſeem to have entertained no ſuſpicion 
of his deſigns he elector of Saxony, When be 
matched to join his affociates, even committed his 
dominions to the protection of Maurice, who under- 
took the charge with an inſidious appearance of friend- 
ip. p. But ſcarce hac tit confederates taken the field, 
when he began to confult with the king of the Ro- 
mans, how to invade thoſe dominions he had engaged 
to defend; and no ſooner did he receive a copy of the 
imperial ban denounced againſt his couſin and his 
father - in- law, the elector of Saxony and the land- 
grave of Heſſe, as leaders of the confederacy, than he 

| ſuddenly entered one part of the eleQoral territories, 
at the head of twelve fand men, while Ferdinand 
with an army of aro omen and ä ones 

| ran the one o 


ay news of this video $0: * the ech 
of Maurice, who in a ſhort time made himſelf maſ- 
ter of the whole electorate of Saxony, except Wittem- 
berg, Götha, and Eiſenach, no ſooner reached the 


; h : 4. Id. Ibid.” . „ 
1 V . ar 8 | 2 41 . . Camp 
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timp of the confederates than they were filled with 8 


aſtoniſhment and terror. The elector immediately 

to return home with his troops, in order 4 
recover. his hereditary dominions; and his aſſociates 
forgetting; that it was the union of their forces which 
had hitherto rendered the confederacy formidable; 
and more than once obliged the Imperialifts to think 
of quitting the field, conſented to his OY of di- 
"oy the ny 


bn, one of the chief cities of Suabia; highly dis- 
tioguiſhed by its zeal for the Smalkaldic league, ſub- 
mitted to the emperor. An example once ſet for de- 
ſerting the common cauſe, the reſt of the members 


became inſtantly impatient to follow it, and ſeemed 


afraid leſt others, by getting the ſtart of them in re- 


turning to their allegiance, ſhould on that account 


obtain more favourable terms, All the terms, however; 
were ſufficiently ſevere. Charles being in great want 
of money, not only impoſed heavy fines upon the 
princes and cities that had taken arms againſt him, 
but obliged them to deliver up their artillery and 
warlike ſtores, and to admit garriſons into their 
principal towns and places of ſtrength s Thus a 
confederacy, ſo powerful lately as to. ſhake the impe- 
nal throne, fell to pieces and was diſſolved in the 
ſpace of a few weeks; ſcarce any of the aſſociates now 
temaining in arms, except the elector of Saxony, and 
the landgrave of Heſſe, whom the emperor was at no 
pains to reconcile, having marked them out as the 
victims of his vengeance. 


| Meanwatts the elector having expelled the in- 


Yaders from Saxony; not only recovered in a ſhort 


5. sleiden. Thuan. Mem de Ribier, 
Aa 2 


D. 1546. 


* 


A. P. 1547. f 
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PART 7. time poſſeſſion of his own territories, but oyer- 


—— 
. 


Miſnia, and ſtripped his rival of all that belonged to 


him, except Dreſden and Leipſic; while Maurice, 
obliged to abandon the field to ſuperior force; and to 


nut himſelf up in his capital, diſpatched courier after 
courier to the emperor, repreſenting his dangerous fi. 


tuation, and ſoliciting him with the moſt earneſt im- 
portunity to march immediately to his relief, 


Bur many cauſes conſpired to prevent the emperor 
Wan inſtantly taking ag. effectual ſtep in favour of 
his ally. His army was diminiſhed by the departure 


| of the Flemings, and by the number of garriſons 


which he had been obliged to throw into the towns 
that had capitulated ; and the pope, now perceiving 
that ambition, not religion, was the chief motiye of 


Charles's hoſtilities, had weakened the imperial army 


Kill farther, by unexpectedly ee an, his troops, 


ALARMED at the rapid progreſs of Charles, Paul 
began to tremble, and not without reaſon, for the li- 
perties of Italy. Francis alſo, the emperor's ancient 
rival, had obſerved with deep, concern'the humiliation 


"of Germany,” and was become. ſenſible, that if ſome 


vigorous and timely effort was not made, Charles muſt 


| Toon acquire ſuch a degree of power as would enable 
him to give law to the reſt of Europe. He therefore 


reſol ved to form ſuch a combination againſt the em- 
peror as ſhould put a ſtop to his dangerous career. He 
according negociated for this purpoſe with Solyman 
II. with the pope, the Venetians, and with England. 
He encouraged the eleQor of Saxony and the land- 
grave of Heſſe, by remitting them conſiderable ſums, 
to continue the ſtruggle for their liberties : he levied 

| troops 
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troops in all parts of his dominions, and he contraded 
for a confiderable body of Swiſs mercenaries. - 


. Measurts ſo complicated could noteſcape the em- 
peror's obſervation, nor fail to alarm him: and the 
neus of a conſpiracy at Genoa, where Fieſco, count 
of Lavigna, an ambitious young nobleman, had al- 
moſt overturned the government in one night, contri- 
buted yet. farther to divert Charles from marching 
immediately into Saxony, as he was uncertain how 
ſoon he might be obliged to lead his forces into Italy. 
The politic Maurice, however, found: means to ſave 
himſelf during this delay, by a pretended: negociation 
with his injured kinſman ; while the death of Francis I. 

which happened before he was able to carry any of 


extintion of Fieſco's conſpiracy, by the vigilance of 
be celebrated Andrew Doria, equally a friend to the 
emperor and the republic, encouraged Charles to act 
vith vigour in Germany; more eſpecially as he fore- 
faw that Henry IT. who had ſucceeded his father in the 
throne of France, though a prince of vigourand ability, 
would be ſo much occupied at home informing his 
new miniſtry, that he had nothing to fear for ſome 

lime either from the negociations or perſonal efforts 
of that young monarch, 


 Txrs'iaterval of ſecurity the emperor ſeized to take 
Yengeance on the elector and the landgrave ; and as he 
was uncertain how long the calm might continue, he 
inſtantly marched into Saxony, at the head of fix- 
teen thouſand veterans, The eleQor's forces were 
more numerous, but they were divided. Charles did 
vot allow them time to aſſemble. He attacked the 


6. Id. ibid. 
Aa 3 main 


— 
A. D. 1547. 


his ſchemes into execution, together with the final 
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PARTI, main body at Mulhauſen, near Mulberg ; defeated i 
wo after an obſtinate diſpute, and took the eleQor pri. 
ſoner. The captive prince was immediately condug. 


” ” 4 
= a 


„D. 19 


THE HISTORY OF 


ed to the emperor, whom he found ſtanding on the 
field of battle, in the full exultation of victory. The 
elector's behaviour, even in his prefent unfortunate and 
humbling condition, was alike equal, mag nanimous, 
and decent, It was worthy of his gallant refiſtance. 
He alike avoided a ſullen pride and a mean ſubmiſſion, 
«© The fortune of war,” ſaid he, © moft gracious em- 
ce peror, has made me your priſoner, and I hope to be 
< treated” — Here Charles rudely interrupted him ;— 

« And am I then, at laſt, acknowledged to be empe. 
« ror? Charles of Ghent was the only title you lately 


ee allowed me. You ſhall be treated as you deſerve!” 


turning from him with a haughty air. To thi 


cruel repulſe the king of the Romans added reproaches 


in his own name, uſing expreſſions ſtill more harſh 
and inſulting. The elector made no reply; but with 
an unaltered countenance, which diſcovered neither 
aſtoniſhment nor dejection, accompanied the Spaniſh 
ſoldiers 9 to guard him 7. 


Tuns emperor ſpeedily marched 192 Wittem⸗ 
berg (che capital, in that age, of the electoral branch 
of the Saxon family) Hoping that while the conſter - 
nation -accafioned by his victory was ftill recent, the 
inhabitants would ſubmit as ſoon as he appeared be- 
Fore their walls. But Sybilla of Cleves, the cleQor's 
wife, a woman equally diſtinguiſhed by her virtue 
and abilities, inſtead of obeying the imperial ſum - 
mons, or abandoning herſelf to tears and lamentation 
on account of hex huſband's misfortunes, animated the 


7. Hortenſ. dr Bell. Gern. Robertſon, Zi, Gharle . bookit. 
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_ defence; and Charles, finding that he could 


to means at once ungenerous and unwarlike, but more 


expeditious and certain. He ſammoned Sybilla a fe. 


cond time to open the gates; informing her, that in 
caſe of refuſal, the elector ſhould anſwer with his head 
ſor her obſtinacy. And, in order to convince her that 
he was in earneſt, he brought his priſoner to an im- 
media te trial, ſubjecting the greateſt prince in the em- 
pire to the juriſdiction of a court martial compoſed of 
Spaniſh and Italian officers; who founding their 


charge againſt him upon the imperial ban, a ſentence 


pronounced by the ſole authority of Charles, and 
deftitute of every legal formality which could render 
it valid, preſumed the elector convicted of treaſon and 
rebellion, and condemned him to r death by be- 
ing beheaded ?, 


8 F REDERIC Was amuſing himſelf in ing at cheſs 
with his fellow-priſoner, Erneſt of Brunſwic, when 
this decree was intimated to him. He payſed for a 
moment, though without any ſymptom of ſurprize or 
terror; and after- taking notice of the irregularity as 
well as injuſtice of the proceedings againſt him, It 
Heiß eaſy,” ſaid he, “to comprehend the emperor's 
« ſcheme, I muſt die becauſe Wittemberg refuſes to 


*farrender 1 and I will lay down my life with plea- 
Tore, if by that ſacrifice I can preſerve the dignity 


* of my houſe, and tranſmit to my poſterity the in- 
| heritance which I received from my anceſtors. 
Heaven grant,” continued he, that this ſentence 


may affect my wife and. children no more than it 
WL 2 me l _— they may not, for the ſake of adding 


8. Id. wid. 
% a few 
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dinens by her example, as well as exhortation, to a LETTER 
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got ſuddenly reduce the place by force, had recourſe p 5476 


DS ihr el 
* a 4 - 


— - 
— 
a CAM <8 5 


e q 


os. n D 


* * 
„„ 


— 


* PT 3 * __ * Sas ® 4 », Ss 4 — * — 
" — — 47 WY. FOWL. — » a ay 7-4 8 "xy 1228 0 - 
act is 7 1 : a r 8 4 
n 4 1 Y * - - SLES *Þ.< . YY 2 4 3 
2 pn 2 4 5 « hs * 2 * 2 Wo k 
* — Ge ü ²˙·1ͤ 7 PB 0 — a" 4 - 
: — e * | ay \ 
Fr! 5 2 1 ee r 
— —. —— 7 wy + na 64S K * 


$ FP 
1 
* 


* 
5 * 
1 
3 
9 * 
. , 
EG} 
* 
* 
Fl 
= 81 
78 
» 
5 ; 
'F | 
; $Y 
= 
1 ; 
1 * 
1 
by, 
= 
? , 
14 
11 
1 
* * 
. 
5 
r 3% 


PART. I. 


— 
* 51. 


THE. HISTORY OF 


Ka few years to a life already too long, renounet hy. 

© nours and territories: which they were born to pof. 
oh. 1 21 ' He then turned to his antagoniſt, chal. 
lenged him to continue the . and e mak 


uſual attention and nnn. N 


4 n mY {4 191 5 * 3 


15 3 as the Alefive had Had tho e 


of his condemnation was not received with the ſame 


indifference at Wittemberg. Sybilla, who had ſup⸗ 
ported with ſuch undaunted fortitude her huſband' 


misfortunes, While the imagined his perſon was free 
from danger, felt all her reſolution fail, the moment 


his life was threatened, Anxious for his ſafety, ſhe deſ. 


piſed every other conſideration; and was willing to 


5 make any ſacrifice, in order to \ appeaſe the rage of an 


incenſed conqueror. Meantime Charles, perceiving 
that the expedient he had tried began to produce the 
intended effect, fell by degrees from his former firm. 
neſs, and allowed himſelf to ſoften into Promiſes of cle- 


mency and forgiveneſs, if the elector would ſhew him- 
ſelf worthy of favour, by ſubmitting to certain con- 


ditions. Frederic, on whom the conſide ration of what 
he himſelf might ſuffer had made no impreſſion, was 


melted by the tears of a wife whom he loved. He 
could not reſiſt the entreaties of his family, In com- 
pliance with their repeated ſolicitations, he agreed to 


articles of accommodation, which he would otherwiſe 


have rejected with diſdain ;—to reſign the electoral 


 Oignity, to put the imperial troops immediately in 


poſſeſſion of his capital, and to remain the emperor's 


priſoner. In return for theſe important conceſſions, the 


emperor promiſed, not only to ſpare his life, but to 


ſettle on him and his poſterity the city of Getha and 


9. Thuanus, lib. i. 
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— together with a revenue of fifty thouſand 2 
forins . The Saxon electorate was inſtantly beſtow- 
ed upon Maurice. This ſacrifice, though with no A. D. 1908 
ſmall reluctance, Charles was obliged to make; as it 
would neither have been ſafe nor prudent to violate 
his engagements with a warlike prince, whom he had 
ſeduced by ambitious hopes to abandon his natural al- 
lies, and whoſe friendſhip was ſtill neceſſary. 
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Tux landgrave of Heſſe, Maurice's father-in-law, 
was ſtill in arms, but he thought no more of reſiſtance. 
Marmed at the fate of the eleQor of Saxony, his only 
care was how to procure: favourable terms from the 
emperor, whom he now viewed as a conqueror, to 
whoſe will there was a neceſſity of ſubmitting. Mau- 
nee encouraged this tame ſpirit, by magnifying 
Charles's power, and boaſting of his own intereſt with 
his victorious ally. The landgrave accordingly threw 
himſelf at the emperor's feet, after ratifying what 
terms he was pleaſed to impoſe, Maurice and the 
eleftor of Brandenburg being ſureties for his perſonal 
freedom, But his ſubmiſſion was no ſooner made, 
than Charles ordered him to be arreſted, and detained 
priſoner under the cuſtody of a Spaniſh guard; and 
when the elector and Maurice, filled with indignation 
at being made the inftruments of deceiving and ruin- 
ing their friend, repreſented the infamy to which they 
would be expoſed, unleſs the landgrave was ſet at li- 
berty ; that they were bound to procure his releaſe, 
having pledged their faith to that effe&; and even en- 
gaged their own perſons as ſureties for his, the em- 
peror, Who no longer ſtood in need of their ſervices, 
coolly replied, that he was ignorant of their parti- 
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— ad 


4. D. 1547. 


* A 


THE HIS TORY Of 
cular or private tranſactions with the landgrave, not 
was his condutt to be regulated by theirs, © [knoy," 
added he, in a deciſive tone, what I myſelf haye 
cc promiſed ; for that alone I am anſwerable 1 
Theſe words put an end to the man and all u · 


ture entreaties ee ineffect ual. 


Chantte having now in his Tet the two preateſ 
princes 'of the empire, carried them about with him 
in triumph; and having humbled all whom he bad 
not attached to his intereſt, proceeded to exerciſe tht 
rights of a conqueror. He ordered his troops to ſeize 
the artillery and military ftores of all who had beet 
members of the Smalkaldic league; and he levied, by 
his ſole authority, large ſums, as well upon thoſe wha 


| Had ſerved him with fidelity, as upon ſuch as had: ap 


peared i in arms againſt him. Upon the former, 2 
their contingent towards a war undertaken, as he pre. 
tended, for the common benefit ; upon the latter, as\ 


fine, by way of puniſhment for their rebellion, Hiz 


brother Ferdinand tyrannized with ſtill more ſeverity 
over his Bohemian ſubjects, who had taken arms in 
ſupport of their civil and religious liberties : he ſtript 


them of all their ancient e and Joaded them 


| with oppreſlive taxes . 


* 
7 
229 


* 


Tus good fortune, or as it has Sis called, the 


Pt of the houſe of Auftria, was now at its height, 
The emperor having humbled, and, as he imagined, 
ſubdued the independent fpirit of the Germans, ſum- 
moned a diet to meet at Augſburg, in order to com- 


ce poſe finally the controverſies with regard to reli- 


gion, which had ſo long diſturbed the empire; 07, 


rr. Thyanus, lib. iv. Struv. Cope. Hf. Germ. tog · ii. 2. 16 
| in 


. gen. e e. 


SoDprnn EUROPE 
ons and properties were already at his diſpolal- 


the Germans, broken as their ſpirit was by ſubjection, 
the determination of a matter ſo intereſting. He 
therefore entered the city at the head of his Spaniſh 
troops, and affigned them quarters there. He can- 
toned the reſt of his army in the adjacent villages; 
and he took poſſeſſion by force of the cathedral, to- 
gether with one of the principal churches, where his 
priefts re-eſtabliſhed with great pomp the rites of the 
Romiſh worſhip. Theſe preliminary ſteps being 
aken, in order to intimidate the members, and to 
make them acquainted with the emperor” s pleaſure, 
he opened the diet with a ſpeech, in which he pointed 


7 out the fatal effects of the religious diſſenſions which 
0 had ariſen in Germany; ; exhorted them to recognize 
* the authority of the general council, which he had 
Hi taken ſo much pains to. procure; and to ſtand the 
rity award of an aſſembly to which they had originally ap- 


pealed, as having the ſole right of judgment in the 
cale, 3 


Bur the council, to which Charles Siſhad to refer 
all controverſies, had undergone by this time a vio- 
lent change, The ſame jealouſy, which had made 


— the pope recall his troops, had alſo made him tranſlate 
ed, the council to Bologna, a city ſubje& to his own ju- 
Wig fiſdiction. The diet of Augſburg, over-awed by 


threats, and influenced by promiſes, petitioned the 
pope, at the emperor's deſire, in the name of the 
whole Germanic body, to enjoiu.the prelates who had 
retired to Bologna, to return again to Trent, and re- 
ney their deliberations in that place. But Paul eluded 
the demand. He made the fathers at Bologna, to 
whom he referred the petition of the diet, put a direct 
negative 


363 


in aber words, to enflave the minds of thoſe, whoſe 3 


. * 
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fe durſt not, however, commit to the free ſuffrage of A. D. 1547- 
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negative upon the requeſt; and Charles, as he could 
no longer hope to acquire ſuch an aſcendant in the coun. 
eil as to render it ſubſervient to his ambitious aim, 
and to prevent the authority of ſo venerable an afſem. 


A.D. . bly from being turned againſt him, ſeat two Spaniſh 


lawyers to Bologna, who, in preſence of the legates, 
protefted, That the tranſlation of the council to that 
place had been unneceſſary, and founded on falſe, ot 
frivolous pretexts; that while it continued to meet 
there, 1 it ought to be deemed an unlawful and ſchiſm. 
tical conventicle, and all its decifions held null an 
void; and that as the pope, together with the corrupt 
eccleſiaſtics who depended upon him (thoſe who de- 
| pended upon Charles having remained at Trent) ha 
abandoned the care of the church, the emperor as its 
protector, would employ all the power which God 
had committed to him, in order to preſerve it from 
thoſe calamities with which | it was threatened, 


IG "In eonſequence of this reſolotioo; Charles employ- 
ed ſome divines of known abilities and learning to pre- 
pare a ſyſtem of doctrine, which he preſented to the 
diet, as what all ſhould conform to, until a coun- 
4 cil, ſuch as they wiſhed for, could be called.” 
Hence the name InTERIM, by which this ſyſtem is 

known. It was conformable in almoſt every article to 


the tenets of the Romiſh church, and the Romilh | 


Tites were enjoined ; but all diſputed doctrines were 
| expreſſed i in the ſofteſt words, in ſcripture phraſes, or 
in terms of ftudied ambiguity, In regard to two 
points only, ſome relaxation of popiſh rigour was 
granted, and ſome latitude in practice adinitted, 
Such ecclefiaſtics as had married, and did not chuſe to 
part from their wives, were allowed nevertheleſs to 


perform their ſacred functions; and thoſe Oy 
whic 
I 
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MODERN EUROPE. 
which had been accuſtomed to partake of the cup as 


36s 


1 


well as of the bread in the communion, were ſtill in- 


tulged the privilege of receiving both 1. 


Tunis treatiſe being read in preſence of the mem- 
bers, according to form, the archbiſhop of Menta, 
prefident of the electoral college, roſe up haſtily, as 
ſoon as it was finiſhed, and having thanked the empe- 
ror for his unwearied endeavours to reſtore peace to 
the church, ſignified, in the name of the diet, their 
zpprobation of the ſyſtem of doctrine which his im- 
perial majeſty had prepared, together with their reſo- 
lution of conforming to it in every particular ; and al- 
though the whole aſſembly was amazed at a declara- 
tion ſo unprecedented and unconſtitutional, as well as 
t the elector's preſumption, in pretending to deliver 
the ſenſe of the diet upon a point which had not hi- 
therto been the ſubje& of conſultation or debate, not 
one member had the courage to contradict what he 
had faid. Charles therefore held the archbiſhop's de- 
claration to be a ratification of the Interim, and pre- 
pared to enforce the obſervance of it as a decree of * 


empire v. 


Tas Interim was accordingly publiſhed, immedi- 
ately after the diſſolution of the diet, in the German 
a well as in the Latin language; but, like all conci- 
lating ſchemes propoſed to men heated by diſputation, 


it pleaſed neither party. The Proteſtants thought it 


granted too little indulgence ; the Catholics, too 


much: both were diſſatisfied. The emperor, how- 


ever, fond of his plan, adhered to his reſolution of 


13. Father Paul, lib. iii. Goldaſt. Corp Imp. vol. 
14. Id. Ibid. 


the 


A. D. 8 


carrying it into execution. But this proved one of 
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Tar. | the moſt difficult and dangerous undertakings in hjj 


ons. 


of remark, that the elector of Saxony, though the em: 
peror's priſoner, and tempted both by threats and 


"<< few declining years, will I betray that good cauſe; 


4 and guilt of apoſtacy, to diſgrace and imbitter the 


THE IS TORY Of 


wo reign; for although three Proteſtant princes, Maurice; 
. the elector Palatine, and the elector of Brandenbur, 
"_ to receive the Interim, ſeveral others remon- 
rated againſt it: and the free cities, with one voice, 
Joined in refuſing to admit it, till force taught then 


ſubmiſſſon. Augſburg and Ulm beingbarbarouſly firipe 


„of their privileges, on account of their Oppoſition, 


many other cities feigned compliance. But this obe. 
_*dience, extorted by the rigour of authority, produced 


no change in the ſentiments of the Germans. They 
'fubmitted with reluctance to the power that oppreſſ. 
ed them; and although for a time they concealed 
"their reſeatinent; it was daily gathering force, and 


| Toon broke forth with a violence that ſhook the | impe- 
rial throne, ; 


In this moment of general fabraiſfion 1 it is wotthy 


promiſes, refuſed to lend his ſanction to the Interim. 
His reaſons were thoſe of a philoſopher, not of a bigot; 
After declaring his fixed belief in the doctrines of the 
Reformation, ** I cannot now, ſaid he; * in my old. 
<< ape, abandon the ptinciples for which I early con- 
4 tended; nor, in order to procure freedom during 1 


ec on account of which I have ſuffered ſo much, and 
«am fill willing to ſuffer : better for me to enjoy; 
tin this ſolitude, the eſteem of virtuous men, toge- 
es ther with the approbation. of my own conſcience, 
4 than to return into the world with the imputation 


s remainder of my days *s 1” 


15. Slid. p. 462. Robertſon, Charles F. bock ix. 
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Fs contents of the Interim were no ſooner known LETTER | 
Rome; than the members of the ſacred college were 
filled with rage and indignation. They exclaimed A. D. 1548. 

inſt the emperor's profane - encroachment on the 
facerdotal function, in preſuming, with the concur= 
once of an aſſembly of laymen, to define articles of 
faith, and regulate modes of worſhip. They com- 
pared this raſh deed to that of Uzzah, who, with an 
anhallowed hand, had touched the ark of God. But 
the pope,” whoſe judgment was improved by . 0 
experience in great tranſactions, and more extenſive 
obſervation of human affairs, though difpleaſed at the 
emperor's encroachment on his juriſdiction, viewed 
the matter with more indifference, He perceived 
mat Charles, by joining any one of the contending 
parties in Germany, might have had it in his power 
to have cruſhed the other, but that the preſumption 
of ſucceſs had now inſpired him with the vain thought 
of being able to domineer over both; and he foreſaw 
that a ſyſtem, which all attacked and none defended, 
could not be of long duration**, He was more ſen- 
fibly affected by the emperor's political meaſures, and 
his own Gomeſtic concerns. 


8 as I have. day bad oceaſion to no- 
tice, had married Margaret of Auſtria, his natural 
daughter, to Octavio Farneſe, the pope's grandſon, 
On his own ſon Lewis, Octavio's father, whoſe ag- 
grandiſement he had fincerely at heart, Paul beſtowed 
the duchies of Parma and Placentia, then part of St. 
Peter's Patrimony, But the emperor, leſs fond of ag- 
grandifing his daughter, whoſe children were to fuc- 
cerd to the inheritance, refuſed to grant to Lewis 
dle inveſtiture of thoſe territories, under pretence that 


4 Father Pod, lb. ii Palavacivi, lib. il. 


they 


368 THE HISTORY OF 
PART 1; they were appendages of the duchy of Milan. Eu- 
d raged at ſuch ungenerous conduct, the pope under. 
took to beſtow himſelf that inveſtiture which he 
craved, and the emperor perſiſted in refuſing to con- 
firm the deed. Hence a ſecret enmity took place be- 
tween Paul and Charles, but one ſtill ſtronger between 
Charles and Lewis. Tocomplete the pope's misfortunes 
Lewis became one of the moſt deteſtable tyrants that 
ever diſgraced human nature, and juſtly fell a ſacrifice 
to his own crimes, and to the injuries of his oppreſſed 
ſubjects. Gonzaga, . governor of Milan, who ha 
watched for ſuch an opportunity, and even abetted the 
g conſpirators, immediately took poſſeſſion of Pla- 
centia, in the emperor's name, and reinſtated the in · 
- habitants in their ancient privileges. The Impe- 
_ rialifts likewiſe attempted to ſurpriſe Parma, but were 
diſappointed by the vigilance and fidelity of the gu 

| riſon 7. 


Pur was COIs afflicted for the loſs of a ſon, 
whom, notwithſtanding his vices, he loved with an 
exceſs of parental affection, and immediately demand- 
ed of the emperor the puniſhment of Gonzaga, and 
the reſtitution of Placentia to his grandſon Octavio, 
its rightful heir. But Charles evaded both de- 
mands : he choſe rather to bear the infamy of de- 
frauding his own ſon-in-law of his patrimonial 

| Inheritance, and even to expoſe himſelf to the impu- 
tation of being acceſſary to the crime which had given 
an opportunity of ſeizing it, than quit a poſſeſſion of 
ſuch value, An ambition ſo rapacious, and which no 
conſiderations either of decency or juſtice could te- 
ſtirain, tranſported Paul beyond his uſual moderation. 
Eager to take arms againſt the emperor, but conſci- 


27. Thuanus, lib. iv. Mem. de Rilier. id, 
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ons af bis own, inahility, 2d. contend! with ſuch an LETTER 
enemy, he warmly. ſolicited the king of France and * 
the republic of Venice to take part im his quarrel; but * 
inding all his negociations ineffectual, he endeavoured 
to acquire by policy, what he could not recover by 
force, . Upon a ſuppoſition that Charles would not 
tare to detain the poſſeſſions of the Holy See, he pro- 
poſed to reunite to it Parma and Placentia, by recall- 
ing his grant of Parma from Octavio, whom he could 
ndemnify in the meantime for the loſs, by a new eſta- 
bliſhwent in the eccleſiaſtical ſtatez and by demand- A. p. 1006 
jng Placentia from the emperor, as part of the patri- 

+ ooay of the church. But while Paul was priding 

n- WMhioſelf in this happy device, Oaavio, an ambitious 

e- Wd bigl-ſpirited young, man, having little faith in 

e och a refinement in policy, and not chuſing to aban- * 
don certainty for hope, applied to the emperor to pro - 

tet him in his uy . 


If 


furs e ge deſeclion of one of big own fa- 


an nily, of the grandſon whoſe fortune it had been the 
ad- e of bis declining years to build, to an enemy 
and om he hated, agitated 1 the venerable pontiff beyond 
10, "Wiſs firength, and is ſaid to have occaſioned that illneſs 
de- of which | he ſoon after died. - An hiſtorian more 
de- pightly than profound, and more keen than candid, 
nial has here affected to raiſe a ſmile, that any other 
* cauſe than a age ſhould be aſſigned for the death 
5 of a mgn of fourſcore o; and a more reſpectable 
nor orian, one equally elegant and learned, and no leſs 
5 a ttelligent; than Judiciobt, has taken much pains to 
P34] ove, at — nope 8 * diſeaſe was _ aral effect 
aſci- 


n. Thoanus, lib. vi. Palav. id. td - 19. 14, ibid. 
20. Voltaire, H. N. Gen, * | 


ous Vor. II. ; | Bb of 


ge 


3 =Y THE HISTORY OF 
PART I. c of old age, not one of thoſe occaſioned by violence; 
bene nag % paſſion**,”—But both allow that Paul was . m 


e I_ 105 of lins 
affected, when informed of Octavio's undutiful con- 

_ duct; and the latter informs us, That he ww ft 

4s ſeized with ſach a tranſport of paſſion, and cried b ®®. 

e bitterly, that his voice was heard in ſeveral apart- _ 

„% ments of the palace; that “his mind was irritaud ah 

© almoſt to madneſs 12. And weak and credulous as ſome 4 

hiſtorians may be, and fond of “ attributing the * 


4 death of illuſtrious perſons to extraordinary cauſes,” 
— there is ſurely nothing extraordinary in ſappofing, ng 
that mental irritation and bitter crying might occaſion 

_ catarrh, whe diſlemper of which the pope died, or , 
violent tranſport of paſſion incteale the natural imbecility A 
of old age, and haſten a man , fourſcore to the grave, |; 


is more extraordinary, how violently ſome great men, on 
from a defire of being thought ſuperior to vulgar pre- Oe 
judices, will ſtruggle againſt common ſenſe, de 
2 il 


A. D.1550, Paul was ſucceeded in the papacy by the cardind 
de Monte, who had been employed as principal legate WF \ 
it the eouncit of Trent, and owed his election to the 


Farneſe party, He aſſamed the name of Julius Il, 

- and; in order to expreſs his gratitude towards his be- 1 l 
ne factors, he put Octavio Farneſe in poſſeſſion ol 5 
Parma, which had been delivered up to his ptedeceſ- W 


' ſor. I would rather,“ replied he, when told whit 
injury he did the Holy See by alienating a territory of 
ſuch value, “ be a poor pope with the reputation of 

e gentleman, than a rick one with the infamy of har. 
ing forgot the obligations conferred upon me, and 
6 the promiſes I made. He diſeovered leſs incli- 


ar. Robertſon, Hi. Charte V. books. a3 Id. ibid. 
3.5» Menn. ds Ribicr. 0 0 


nation, 
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* ely call the general council to reſume its delibeta- 


b tons. He knew, by experience, how. difficult it was 
af to confine the inquiries; or even the deciſions of ſuch . 
ate 


z body of men, within the narrow limits which it 
Mc Bl vas the intereſt of the court of Rome to preſcribe; 


the WW 3. as the emperor petſiſted in his reſolution of fore- 


ing the Proteſtants to return into the boſom of the 


ng, church, and earneſtly ſolicited that a council might be 


called, in order to combat their prejudices, and ſup- 
port his pious intentions, Julius could not with de- 
eency_reje&t his requeſt; and; willing to aſſume. to 


iſo to ingratiate himſelf more particulatly with 
Charles; he pretended to move, and to deliberate. on 
the matter, and afterwards iſſued a bull for the coun- 
tl to te · aſſemble at Trent 2, 


dial 

wy Mzanwnite the emperdr held à diet at Augſburg, 
"of in order to enforce the obſervation of the Interim, and 
: * to procure à more authentic act of the empire, ac- 


van explicit promiſe of conforming to its decrees; 


ect. u ſuch abſolute aſcendency had Charles acquired 
* ner the membets of the Germanie body, that he 
5 ö 2 procured a Receſs, in which the authority of the coun- 
Fi Ul was recognized, and declared to be the proper re- 
„ and hedy for the evils which afflicted the church. The 


neryation of the Interim was more ſtrictly enjoined 
lan ever; and the emperor threatened all who had 


- 


ation | 
Bb2 the 


linſelf the merit of a meaſure become neeeſſary, and 


kowledging the juriſdiQtion df the eouncil, as well 


ikerto 3 or refuſed to conform to it, with 


2 
. , bowever, to obſerve the oath which each car- LETTER 
y inal had taken when he entered the conclave; that > 
.it the choice ſhould fall on him, he would immedi- A:D. 1836. 
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PART 1. 


A. D. 1551. 
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che ſovereſt effects of his 21 if 2275 perſiſed 


i bERELP Adee. * 
A. P. 1550. | 


3 che eien of this diet, a new attempt 
was made to procure liberty to the landgrave, No- 
wiſe reconciled by time to his condition, he grew every 
day more impatient of reſtraint; and having often 
applied to his ſureties, Maurice and the elector gf 
Brandenburg, who took every opportunity of ſolicit. 
ing the emperor in his behalf, though without effect, he 
now commanded his ſons to ſummon them, with legal 
formality, to perform their engagements, by ſurren- 


dering themſelves to be treated as the emperor had 


treated him. Fhus puſhed to extremity, the ſureties re- 
newed their application to Charles. Reſolved not to 
grant their requeſt, but anxious to get rid of their in- 
ceſſant importunity, the emperor be red to pre. 
vail on the landgrave to give up the obligation which 


he had received from them; and when that prince re- 


fuſed to part with a ſecurity which he deemed eſſen- 
tial to his ſafety, Charles, by a ſingular act of deſpo- 
tiſm, cut the knot which he could not untie. As if 
faith, honour, and conſcience had been ſubjected to 
his ſway, he, by a public deed annulled the bond 
which Maurice and the eleQtor of Brandenburg had 
granted, and abſolved them from all their obligations 
to the landgrave ** ! A power of cancelling thoſe ſo- 
lemn contracts which are the foundation of that mu- 
tual confidence whereby men are held together in 
ſocial union, was never claimed by the moſt deſpotic 


princes or arrogating prieſts of heathen antiquity: 
that enormous uſurpation was reſerved for the Roman 


pontiffs, who had rendered themſelves odious by the 
exerciſe of ſuch a pernicious prerogative; all Ger- 


25. Thuanus, ib. vi. 
8 8 many 
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Oles aſſumed the ſame right. The princes who had 


t i tremble for their own ſafety, and to take meaſures for 


2 preventing the danger. 

ry 

ten Tux firſt check which Charles met with in his am- 
of bitious projects, and which convinced him that the 
: Germans were not yet flaves, was in his attempt to 
ne 


tranſmit the empire, as well as the kingdom of Spain, 
gal 1nd his dominions in the Low Countries, to his ſon 
e Philip, He had formerly affiſted his brother Ferdi- 
nand in obtaining the dignity of king of the Romans; 
od that prince had not only ſtudied to render himſelf 
acceptable to the people, but had a ſon, who was 
born in Germany, grown up to the years of man- 
hood, and who poſſeſſed in an eminent degree ſuch 


* qualities as rendered him the darling of his country- 
Ty nen. The emperor, however, warmed with contem- 
. piting this vaſt deſign, flattered himſelf, that it was 
po- 


not impoſſible to prevail on the electors to cancel their 
ſormer choice of Ferdinand, or at leaſt to elect 
Philip a ſecond king of the Romans, ſubſtituting him 
6 next in ſucceſſion to his uncle. With this view he 
wok Philip, who had been educated in Spain, along 
with him to the diet at Augſburg, that the Germans 
might have an opportunity to obſerve and become ac- 
quainted with the prince in whoſe behalf he ſolicited 
their intereſt ; but no ſooner was the propoſal made 
known, than all the electors, the eccleſiaſtical as well 
ſecular, concurred in expreſſing ſuch ſtrong diſap- 
probation of the meaſure, that Charles was obliged-to 
Crop his project as impraQticable®*, They foreſaw, 
hat by continuing the imperial crown, like an here- 


25. Id Ibid. Mem. de Ribier, : 
B b 3 ditary 
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many was therefore filled with aſtoniſhment, when LETTER 
LXI. 


hitherto contributed to his agprandiſement, began to A. D. 1551. 


- 


arr * ditary dignity, in the ſame family, they ſhould gin 
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7 
4 7557 the ſon an opportunity of carrying on that ſyſtem of 3 
oppreſſion, which the father had begun, and put it in fr 
his power to overturn whateyer was yet left entire u fi 
the ancient and venerable fabric of the German con. Wl p 
Kitution. fi 


Tus plan of domeſtic * Los which bag long 
engroſſed his thoughts, being laid aſide, Charles im. 
gined he ſhould now have leiſure to turn all his atten. 
tion towards his grand ſcheme af eſtabliſhing unifor. 
mity of religion in the empire, by forcipg all the con. 
tending parties to acquieſce in the deciſions of the coun. 
.cil of Trent. Byt the machine which he had to con- 
duct was ſa great and complicated, that an unforeſee 
irregularity, or obſtruction in one of the inferior 
wheels, often diſconcerted the motion of the whole, 
and diſappointed him of the effect which he de- 
pended upon with moſt confidence. Such an unlogk- 

ed-for occurrence now happened, and created new ob- 
ſtacles againſt the execution of his plaq in regard i 
religion. 


RS LE ont oben at” Ste a> hs. mat 


"Trove Julius III. during the - firſt Fuſion 
Joy and gratitude on his promotion to the papal throne 
had confirmed Odavio Farneſe in the poſſeſſion of the 
duchy of Parma, he ſoon began to repent of his ge- 
neroß ty. The emperor till retained poſſeſſion of Pla- 
centia; and Gonzaga, governor of Milan, a ſwor 
enemy to the family of Farneſe, was preparing, Þ 

Charles's permiſſion, to make himſelf maſter of Parmi, 
Octavio ſaw his danger; and ſenſible of his inabili 
to defend himſelf againſt the imperial troops, he ap 
plied to the pope for protection, as a vaſſal of the 
Holy See, But the po miniſter having alread 


Pie 
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ſtance: and Henry II. of France, the only prince 
powerful enough to protect him, was fortunately i in a 
ſituation to lend him that aſſiſtance, 


HAV not only ſettled his own domeſtic concerns, 
but brought his tranſactions with the two Britiſh king- 
doms which had hitherto diverted his attention from 
the affairs of the continent, to ſuch an iſſue as he de- 
fired, Henry was at full leiſute to purſue the meaſures 
which his hereditary jealouſy of the emperor's power 
naturally ſuggected. He accordingly liſtened to the 
overtures of Octavio; and, glad of an opportunity of 


regaining footing in Italy, furniſhed him with what 
aſſiſtance he defired, 


Txt war of Parma, where the French took the 
field as the allies of the duke, and the imperialifts as 
the protectors of the Holy See, the pope having de- 
clared Octavio's fief forfeited, was diſtinguiſhed 
by no memorable event; but the alarm which it oc- 
cahioned'in Italy, prevented moſt of the Italian pre- 
lates from repairing to Trent on the day appointed 
for re-afſembling the council, ſo that the legate and 
nuncios found it neceſſary to adjourn to a future day, 
hoping that ſuch a number might then afſemble, as 
would enable them in decency to begin their delibera- 
tions. When that day came, the French ambaſſador 
demanded audience, and proteſted in his maſter's name, 
againſt an aſſembly called at ſuch an improper junc- 
ture; when a war, wantonly kindled by the pope, 

aads ; it impoſſible for the deputies from che Gallican 


a Je B b 4 ch urch 
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pre ocupied the ear of Julius, OAavio's petition met LETTER 
with a cold reception, Deſpairing therefore of ſupport | 


from his Holineſs, he began to look elſewhere for aſ- AD. 3551, 
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| a 
bs PART 1. church to * e. to Trent in ſafety, or to deliberate 
roar concerning articles of faith and diſcipline with the te· 


quiſfite tranquillity.” He declared, That Henry did 
not acknowledge this to be a general Ecumenic coun- 
eil, but muſt confider and would treat it as a, Particy- 
lar and partial convention 7, | 


T1 HAT declaration gave a, deep wound to the cre- 
dit of the council, at the commencement of! its deli- 
berations. The legate, however, affected to deſpiſe 


| Henry's proteſt; the prelates proceeded to determine 


the great points in controverſy concerning the ſacra- 


ment of the Lord's ſupper, penance, and extreme 
| union; and the emperor ſtrained his authority to the 


utmoſt, in order to eftabliſh the reputation and juriſ- 
diction of that afſembly. The Proteſtants were probi- 
bited to teach any doctrine contrary to its decrees or to 
the tenets of the Romiſh church; and on their refuſ. 
ing compliance, their paſtors were ejected and exiled; 


ſuch magiſtrates as had dillinguiſhed themſelves by 


their attachment to the new opinions were diſmiſſed ; 


their offices were filled with the moſt bigotted of their 


adverſaries; and the people were compelled to attend 
the miniſtration of prieſts whom they regarded as ido- 
laters, and to ſubmit to the authority of rulers, whom 


they deteſted as uſurperg??, 


* 


Tusk ty rannical meaſures fully opened the eyes of 
Maurice of Saxony and other Lutheran princes, who, 
allured by the promiſe of liberty of conſcience, and the 
proſpect of farther advantages, had aſſiſted the empe- 
ror in the war againſt the confederates of Smalkalde, 


1 Father Paul, lib. i iv. Robertſon, Hip. Charles V. book x. 
28. Id. Ibid. — 


Maurice, 


ate 
e. 
did 
un- 
eu- 


e- 
li- 
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ne 
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yr” 


Mayrice, in particular, who, had long beheld with 53 


jealous concern the uſurpations of in, now ſaw 


2 


the neceflity. of ſetting bounds to them; and he who A. B. 1358. 


had perfidiouſly ſtript his neareſt, relation and bene- 
factor of his hereditary poſſeſſions, and been chiefly 
inftrumental in bringing to the brink of ruin the civil 
aud religious liberties of his a became 1 
liverer of Germany. - | | 


"Tax policy with e cat f 


in the execution of his deſign was truly admirable, 
He was ſo perfect a maſter of addreſs and diſſimulation, 


that he retained the emperor's confidence, while he re- 


covered the good opinion of the Proteſtants. As he 
knew Charles to be inflexible with-reſpe& to the ſub- 
mifion which he required to the Interim, he did not 
heſitate a moment whether he ſhould eſtabliſh that 
form of doctrine and worſhip'in his dominions : he 
even undertook to reduce to obedience the citizens of 
Magdeburg, who perſiſted in rejecting it; and he was 
choſen general, by a diet aſſembled at Augſburg, of the 
imperial army levied for that purpoſe. But he, at the 
ſame time, iſſued a declaration, containing profeſſions 


of his zealous attachment to the reformed religion, as 
well as of his reſolution to guard againſt all the errors 


and eneroachments of the papal ſee ; and he entered his 
proteſt againſt the authority of the council of Trent, 
unleſs the Proteſtant divines had a full hearing granted 
them, and were allowed a decifive voice in that aſ- 
ſembly ; unleſs the pope renounced his pretenſions to 
preſide in it, ſhould engage to ſubmit to its decrees, 
and to abſolve the biſhops from their oath of obe- 


dience, that they might deliver their ſentiments with 


greater freedom. He reduced Magdeburg, after a 


lege of twelye months; protracted by deſign, in order 
| | | that 


= 


PART 1. that his ſchemes might be ripened before his 
— 
0 25 187. 
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was di ſbanded 9. The public articles of capitulation 
were perſectly conformable to the emperor's view, 
and ſufficiently ſevere. But Maurice gave the ma- 
giſtrates ſecret aſſurances that their city ſhould not 
be diſmantled, and that the inhabitants ſhould nei. 


ther be diſturbed in the exerciſe of their religion, nor 


deprived of any of their ancient privileges; and they, 


in their turn, elected him their burgrave, a dignity 


| gary of the dominions which his father had left him, 


fied them without heſitation, freely abſolving the Mag. 


a pacing * * | 


"which had formerly belonged to the electoral houſe 


of Saxony, and which entitled its poſſeſſor to very 


ample e ee ein in _ ny and Its depen- 
. has ; 


Fan frond faſpeding any thivg fraud ulent or collu, 
Gre 3 in che terms of accommodation, the emperor rati- 


deburgers from the ſentence of ban denounced againſt 
them; and Maurice, under various pretences, kept 
his veteran troops in pay, while Charles, engaged in 
directing the affairs of the council, entertained no ap- 
prehenſion of his deſigns. But, previous to the un- 
folding of theſe defigns, ſome account muſt be given of 
a new revolution in Hungary, which contributed not 
a little toward the extraordinary ſucceſs of Maurice's 


Wann lm deprived the youtg king of Hun · 


he granted that unfortunate prince, as has heen al- 
ready related, the country of Tranſylvania, a province 


of his paternal kingdom. The government of this pro- 
vince, together with the care of educating the infant 
king, (for the ſultan ſtill allowed him to retain that 


25 Scbaſk. Beſſelm. Are Arnoldi, Fit. Maurit, 
title 
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tide) was committed to Iſabella, the queen-mother, LETTER | 


— 
Py 
* 
"4 
- 
L N . . 


and Martinuzzi biſhop of Waradin, whom the late LX. 


king of Hungary had appointed his ſon's guardians, = 


and regents of his dominions. This co-ordinate ju- 
riſdi ction occaſioned the ſame diſſenſions in a ſmall 
principality, which it would have excited, in a 
great monarchy. The queen and biſhop grew jea- 
lous of each other's authority: both had their par- 
tizans amongſt the nobility ; but as Martinuzzi, by 
his ſuperior talents, began to acquire the aſoendant, 
Ifabella courted the protection of the Turks. The 


politic prelate ſaw his danger; and, through the 


mediation of ſome of the nobles, who were ſolicitous 


to fave their country from the calamities of civil war, 


he concluded an agreement. with the queen, But 
he, at the ſame time, ſecretly diſpatched one of his 
confidants to Vienna, and entered into a nego- 
ciation with the king of the Romans, whom he of- 


fered to aſſiſt in expelling the Turks, and in recover» 


ing * of the nn throne. 


* ALLURED by ſuch a flattering deen Ferdinand 


agreed, notwithſtanding his truce with Soly man, to in - 


vade the principality of Tranſilvania. The troops 
deſtined for that ſervice, confiſting of veteran Spaniſh 
and German ſoldiers, were commanded by Caftaldo 
marquis de Piadena, an officer of great knowledge in 
the art of war, who was powerfully ſeconded by 


Martinuzzi and his faction among the Hungarians ; 


and the ſultan being then at the head of his forces on 


the borders of Perſia, the Turkiſh baſhas could not 
afford the queen ſuch immediate or effectual aſſiſtance 


as the exigency of her affairs required. She was 


"therefore obliged to liſten to ſuch conditions as ſhe 
Pould at any other time have rejected with diſdain. 


She 
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> PARTI: She: agreed to give up Tranſilvania to Ferdinand, and 


to make over to him her ſon's title to the crown of his 

bai, Hungary, in exchange for the principalities of Op- 

5 pelen and Ratibor in Sileſia, for which ſhe immedi. < 
ately ſet out. | wry | 

SERENE hots 5% ors „ e th 

- MaRTINUZ ZI, as the reward of his ſervices, was 

appointed governor of Tranſilvania, with almoſt un- 10 

limited authority: and he proved himſelf worthy of ol 

it. He conducted the war againſt the Turks with m 

equal ability and ſucceſs: he recovered ſome places, . 

of:;which they had taken poſſeſſion ; he rendered their 0 

attempts to reduce others abortive ; and he eſtabliſh- ( 

ed the dominion of the king of the Romans not only t 

un Tranſilvania, but in ſeveral of the adjacent coun- a 

tries. Always, however, afraid of the talents of t 

Martinuzzi, Ferdinand now became jealous of his 


power; and Caſtaldo, by imputing to the governor 
deſigus which he never formed, and charging him 

. with actions of which he was not guilty, at laſt con- 
vinced the king of the Romans, that in order to pre- 
ſerve his Hungarian crown, he muſt cut off that am- 
bitious prelate. The fatal mandate was accordingly 
iſſued: Caſtaldo willingly undertook to execute it: 
_Martiguzzi was aſſaſſinated. But Ferdinand, inſtead 
of the ſecurity which he expected from that barba- 
rous meaſure, found his Hungarian territories only 
ex poſed to more certain danger. The nobles, deteſt- 
ing ſuch jealous and cruel policy, either retired to 
their own eſtates, or grew cold in the ſervice, if they 
continued with the Auſtrian army; while the Turks, 

| encouraged by the death of an enemy whoſe vigour 
and abilities they dreaded, prepared to renew hoſti · 
lities with freſh vigour #?. : 


” = Ituanhaff, Bf. Reg, Hung. lib, zvi. Am. de 1 
Js Maurice, 
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\ Mavrice, in the meantime; having almoſt finiſhed LETTEW | 
kis intrigues' and preparations, was on the point of 2 
taking the field againſt the emperor. He had con- D. 155·. 
cluded a treaty with Henry II. of France, who wiſned 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf, by try ing his ſtrength againſt 
the ſame enemy, whom it had been the glory of his 
father's reign to oppoſe. But as it would have been 
indecent in a popiſh prince to undertake. the defence 


of the Proteſtant church, the intereſts of religion, hows. m1 | 
much ſoever they might be affected by the treaty,, 1 | 
were not once mentioned in any of the articles, The 75 4 


only motives affigned for now leaguing againſt” 200 
Charles were, to procure the Landgrave liberty, and „1 
to preyent the ſubverſion of the ancient conſtitution —_ 
and laws of the German empire. Religious concerns | 71 
the confederates pretended to commit entirely to the _ 
care of Providence. i . 
ar ING Wen the protection of the French mo- = 
narch, Maurice proceeded with great confidence, but ry, 
equal caution, to execute his plan. As he judged ' | 17 
it neceſſary to demand once more, before he took off = 
the maſk, that the Landgrave ſhould be ſet at liberty, A. p. 155. 
he ſent a ſolemn embaſſy, in which moſt of the Ger- 
man princes joined, to the emperor at Iuſpruck, in 
order to enforce his requeſt, Conſtant to his ſyſtem 
in regard to the captive prince, Charles eluded the de- 
mand, though urged by ſuch powerful interceſſors. 
But this apdlication, though of no benefit to the Land- 
grave, was of infinite ſervice to Maurice. It ſerved 
to juſtify his ſubſequent proceedings, and to demon- 
ſtrate the neceſſity of taking arms, in order to extort 
that equitable conceſſion, which his mediation or en- 
treaty could not obtain. He accordingly diſpatehed 
Albert of Brandenburg to Paris, to haſten the march 
3 of 
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OTE of the French army : he took meaſures to bring his 
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d own troops together on the firſt ſummons; and he 


mould be known, and they tranſmitted to Inſpruck 


provided for the * of n. while be og 


| be abſent. A 


i. 


_ALz — wee revtiation 


| with ſo much ſecrecy, as to elude the obſervation of 
Charles, whoſe ſagacity in obſerving the conduct of 
all around him, commonly led him to exceſs of diſtruſt, 


He remained in perfect tranquillity at Inſpruck, 871 
occupied in counteract ing the intrigues of the pope 3 
te at Trent, and in ſettling the conditions on 


- which the Proteftant divines ſhould be admitted 


into the council. Even Granville, biſhop of Arras, 
his prime miniſter, though one of the moſt ſubrle 
ſtateſmen of that, or perhaps of any age, was de- 
ceived by the exquiſite addreſs with which Maurice 
concealed his deſigns. A drunken German head,” 
replied he to the duke of Alya's ſuſpicions, concerning 
the eleQor's ſincerity, . is too groſs to form boy 


« ſcheme which I cannot eaſily penetrate and baffle,” . 


Granville was on this occaſion, however, the dupe 
of his own artifice, He had bribed two of Maurice's 


_ miniſters, on whoſe information he depended for their 
maſter's intentions; but that prince having fortu- 


nately diſcovered theit perfidy, inſtead of puniſhing 


them for their erime dexterouſly availed himſelf of the 
fraud. He affected to treat theſe miniſters with 
greater confidence than ever: he admitted them into 


his conſultations, and ſeemed to lay open his heart to 
them; but he took care all the while to make them 
acquainted with- nothing but whar it was his intereſt 


wn %* ww 
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loch accounts as lulled the erafty Graavills i in ſecu- 
ny of | 


Ar laſt Maurice's preparations were tet : 
ind he had the fatisfa&tion to find, that his intrigues 
aud defigns were ſtill unknown. But although ready 
to take the field, he did not yet lay aſide the arts he 
had hitherto employed. Pretending to be indiſpoſed, 
he diſpatched one of the miniſters whom Granville 
had bribed, to inform the emperor, that he means 
ſoon to wait upon him at Inſpruck, and to apologize 
for his delay 3%, In the mean time he aſſembled his. 


LETTER 


| AD.155%- 


army, which amounted to twenty thouſand foot and 


five thouſand horſe, publiſhing at the ſame time a 
manifeſto, containing his reaſons for taking arms; 
namely, to ſecure the Proteſtant religion, to maintain 
the German conſtitution, and deliver the Landgrave 
of Heſſe from the miſeries of a long and unjuſt im- 
priſonment. To this the king of France, in his own 
name, added a manifeſto, in which he afſumed the ex- 
traordinary appellation of Protector ibe Liberties of 

Germany and its captive Princes 33, 


No words can expreſs the emperor's aſtoniſhment - 


at events ſo unexpected. He was not in a condition 
to oppoſe ſuch formidable enemies. His embarraſſ- 
ment increaſed their confidence: their operations 
were equally bold and fucceſsful, The king of 
France immediately entered Lorrain, made himſelf 
maſter of Toul, Verdun, and Metz; while Maurice, 
no leſs end and enterpriſing in the feld than cau- 
tious and crafty in the cabinet, traverſed all Upper 
Germany, every where reinſtating the magiſtrates 


Proteſtant miniſters in poſſeſſion of the churches, 


1. Melvil': Memoirs. 3a. Ibid. $” Mon & — tom. its 
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whom Charles had depoſed, and putting the ejected 
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Tu emperor had recourſe to negbclatlon, the only 
reſource of the weak; and Maurice, conſcious of bis 
own political talents, and willing to manifeſta pacific 
diſpoſition, agreed to an interview. with the king of the. 
Romans, in the town of Lintz, in Auſtria, leaving his 
army to proceed on its march, under the command of 


hl bake bf Mecklenburg. Nothing was determined in 


the conference at Lintz, except that another ſhould 
be held at Paſſau. Meanwhile Maurice continued his 


operations with vigour. He marched directly towards 
Inſpruck; and hoping to ſurpriſe the emperor. in that 


open town, he advanced with the moſt rapid motion 


that could be given to ſo great a body of men, forcing 


OY ſtrong paſſes and bearing down all reſiſtance, 


ian st was happily fffined of his danger a foo 
hours before the enemy's arrival; and although the 


night was far advanced, dark, and rainy, he immedi- 
ately fled over the Alps in a litter, being ſo much af. 


flicted with the gout as to be incapable of any other 


mode of travelling. Enraged that his prey ſhould eſ- 


cape him, when he was juſt on the point of ſeizing it, 


Maurice purſued the emperor and his attendants ſome 


miles; but finding it impoſſible to overtake men, 


whoſe flight was haſtened by fear, he returned to In- 


| ſpruck, and abandoned the emperor's baggage to the 


pillage of his ſoldiers 3%: Meantime Charles purſued 
his journey, and arrived in ſafety at Villach in Ca- 


rinthia, where he continued till matters were finally 
ſettled with the Proteſtant princes. 


In conſequence of Maurice's operations, the council 
of Trent broke up. The German prelates, anxious 


for the ſafety of their territories, returned home ; the 
reſt were extremely impatient-to be gone; and the le- 


34. Arnoldi, Vn. Marit. | 
: FIT. gate 
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of the imperial ambaſſadors to procure the Proteſtant 


ſich a plauſible pretext for diſmiſſing an aſſembly, 
hich he had found it ſo difficult to govern 35. The 
breach which had unhappily been made in the church, 
inſtead of being cloſed; was widened ; and all man- 
lind were made ſenſible of the inefficacy of a general 
council for reconciling the contending parties. 


Taz victorious Maurice repaired to Paſſau, on the 
day appointed for his ſecond conference with the 
king of the Romans; and as matters. of the greats 
eſt conſequence to the future peace and independency 
of the empire were then to be agitated, thither reſorted 
the minifters of all the electors, together with deputieg 
from moſt of the conſiderable princes and free cities; 
The elector limited his demand to three articles ſet 
forth in his manifeſto; namely, the liberty of the Land» 
graye, the public exerciſe of the Proteſtant religion, 


Germany. 


Tussx demands appearing extravagant to the impe- 
nal ambaſſadors, they were preſented by Ferdinand tg 
the emperor-in perſon, at Villach, in the name of all 
the princes of the empire, Popiſh as well as Proteſtants 
in the name of ſuch as had aſſiſted in forwarding his 
ambitious ſchemes, as well as of thoſe who had viewed 
the progreſs of his power with jealouſy and dread, 
Uowilling, however, to forego at once objects 


Charles, notwithſtanding his need of peace, was 


35. Father Paul, lib, iv. | 
Vor. II. Ce che 


ud the re-eftabliſhment of the ancient conſtitution of 


which he had long purſued with ardour and hope, 


leaf to the united voice of Germany. He rejected | 


1 
pate, who had hitherto diſappointed all the endeayours LETTER 


LXI. wa 


tivines an audience in the council, gladly laid hold on A. P. 135, 
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the proffered terms with diſdain; and Maurice, well 
acquainted with the emperor's arts, ſuſpecting that he 


A p. 1552- meant only to amuſe and deceive by a ſhew of nego- 


| Jy 17. 


ciation, immediately rejoined his troops, and laid ſiege 
to Frankfort on the Maine. This meature had the 
deſired effect. Firm and haughty as his nature was, 


Charles found it neceſſary to make conceſſions; and 


Maurice thought it more prudent to accept of condi. 
tions leſs advantageous than thoſe he had propoſed, 
than again commit all to the doubtful iſſue of wars, 
He therefore repaired once more to Paſſau, renewed 
the congreſs, and concluded a peace on the following 
terms ;—** The confederates ſhall lay down thei 
« arms before the 12th day of Auguſt ; the Land- 
&« grave ſhall be ſet at liberty, on or before that day; 
cc a diet ſhall be held within ſix months, in order to 
« geliberate concerning the moſt effectual method of 
6c preventing for the future all diſſenſions concerning 
te religion; in the mean time, no injury ſhall be offer. 
& ed to ſuch as adhere to the Confeſſion of Augſburg, 
& nor ſhall the Catholics be moleſted in the exerciſe 
& of their religion; the imperial chamber ſhall admi- 


- © niſter juſtice impartially to perſons of both parties, 


* and Proteſtants be admitted indiſeriminately with 
&« Catholics to fit as judges in that court; the en 
cc croachments faid to have been made upon the con- 
cc ſtitution and liberties of Germany, ſhall be remit- 
tc ted to the conſideration of the approaching diet of 
ce the empire; and if that diet ſhould not be able to 
< terminate the diſputes reſpecting religion, the ſtihu- 


c lations in the preſent treaty in behalf of the Protel- 


60 tants, ſhall continue for ever! in full force 7, 8 


36. N lid. * $54 * 37. Recueil de Traitez, tom. i 
. ä | SUCH, 


yell 
t he 
00 
epe 
the 
Vas, 
and 
di- 
fed, 
r , 
wed 
ving 
heir 
Ind» 
ay; 
T to 
d of 
010g 
fer- 
urg, 
rcile 
Jmi- 
ties, 
with 
en- 
con- 
mit- 
et of 
e to 
tipu- 
-otel- 


tom. li. 


UCH, 


MODERN EUROPE 


|: is fingular, that in this treaty, no article was in- 
ſerted in favour of the king of France, to whom the 


confederates had been ſo much indebted for their ſuc= 


cs, But Henry II. experienced only the treatment 
which every prince, who lends his aid to the authors 
of a civil war, may expect *. As ſoon as the rage of 
action began to ſubſide, and any proſpect of accom- 
modation to open, his ſervices were forgotten, and 
is aſſociates made a merit with their ſovereign of 
the ingratitude with which they had abandoned their 
protector. 


Taz French monarch, however, ſenfible that it was 
more his intereſt to keep on good terms with the Ger- 
manic body than to reſent the indignities offered him 
by any particular member of it, concealed his diſplea- 
ſure at the perfidy of Maurice and his aſſociates. He 
even affected to talk, in the ſame ſtrain as formerly, 
of his zeal for maintaining the ancient conſtitution 
and liberties of the empire. And he prepared to de- 
fend, by force of arms, his e in Lorrain, 
which he foreſaw Charles would take the firſt oppor- 


tunity of wreſting from him. But before I relate the 


rents of the new wars to which thoſe conqueſts gave 
fürth, we*maſt take a view of the affairs of our own 
land; a more contracted but not leſs turbulent 
kene, and diſcoloured by more horrors and cruelties 
than the continent, during the dark and change- 
able period that followed the death of Henry VIII. 


38. Robertſon, Hift. Charles V. book x. 
R and 


387 


Ser, my dear Philip, was the memorable treaty LETTER. 

of Paſſau, which ſet limits to the authority of Charles f 
v. overturned the vaſt fabric which he had employed AD. 1844. 
ſo many years in erecting, and eſtabliſhed the Proteſ- 
tant church in Germany, upon a firm and ſecure baſis. 
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PARTI. and terminated in the Wh government of Eliza- 


WAY beth. 
2s 1352. 


LETTER LXI. 


ENGLAND, from the Death of HENRY VIII. until 1h. 
Acceſſion of EL1zaBTH, in 1558, together with an 
Account of the Affairs of BcoTLAND during that Pr. 
riod, and of the Progreſs of the Refarmation i in both thy 


HBritiſb Kingdoms. 
LETTER ENRY VIII. by his will, made near a month 
LAM before his death, left the crown, firſt to prince 


A. D. 1547. Edward, his ſon by Jane Seymour; then to the prin- 
ceſs Mary, his daughter by Catherine of Arragon; and 90 
laſtly to the princeſs Elizabeth, his daughter by Anne. 


Boleyn, though both princeſſes had been declared ille- p 
gitimate by parliament, Theſe particulars, my dear * 
Philip, are neceſſary to be mentioned here, in order to 8 
the better underſtanding of the diſputes which after- 5 
wards aroſe in regard to the ſucceſſion. * 
1 VI. being only nine years of age at the 1 
time of his father's death, the government of the king- 10 
dom was committed to ſixteen executors; among * 
whom was Cranmer, archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Wi .. 
chancellor, chamberlain, and all the great officers of Na 


ſtate, They choſe one of their number, namely the 
earl of Hertford, the king's maternal uncle, inſtantly 
_ created duke of e to repreſent the royal majel- fo 
ty, under the title of Protector; to whom diſpatches 
from Engliſh miniſters abroad ſhould be directed, and 
whey name ſhould be employed 1 in all orders and pro- 

| elamations. 
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d- | 
damativns, Him they inveſted with all the exterior LETTER 
ſymbols of regal dignity ; and he procured a patent LXIL 
from the young king, inveſting him alſo with regal Ap. 1547. 


* power , 


This patent, in which the executors are not ſo much 
2s mentioned, being ſurreptitiouſly obtained from a 
th minor, the proteQorſhip of Somerſet was a palpable 


an vſurpation z but as the executors acquieſced in the new 
Pe- eſtabliſhment, and the king diſcovered an extreme 
th attachment to his uncle, who was a man of modera- 


tion and probity, few objections were made to his 
power or title. Other cauſes conſpired to confirm 
loth, Somerſet had long been regarded as the ſe- 
cret partizan of the reformers, become by far the moſt 
numerous and reſpectable body of men in the king- 
dom; and being now freed from reſtraint, he ſcru- 
pled not to diſcover his intention of correCting all 
abuſes in the ancient religion, and of adopting ſtill 
nore of the Proteſtant innovations. He alſo took 
care that the king ſhould be educated in the ſame prin- 
ciples., To theſe Edward ſoon diſcovered a zealous 
attachment; and all men foreſeeing, in the courſe of 
his reign, the total abolition of the Catholic faith 
in England, they began early and very generally 
to, declare themſelves in favour of thoſe tenets, 
which were likely to become in the end triumph- 
ant, and of that authority by which they were pro- 
pagated, N 
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In his ſchemes for advancing the progreſs of the Re- 
formation, the protector had always recourſe to the 
counſels of Cranmer, whoſe moderation and prudence 
made him averſe againſt all violent changes, and de- 


am »V 


— 
8 


I. Burnet, Hift. Reformat, vol, ii. 
© 2 termined. 
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termined him to draw-over the people, by inſenſible 


Foo gradations, to that ſyſtem of doArine and diſcipline 


which he eſteemed the moſt pure and perfe&*, And 
to theſe moderate counſels we are indebted, not only 
for the full eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant religion in 
England, but alſo for that happy medium between ſy. 


perſtition and enthuſiaſm obſervable in the conſtitu- 


tion of the Engliſh church. The fabric of the ſecular 


hierarchy was left and maintained entire: the ancient 
liturgy was preſerved, as far as was thought conſiſt- 
ent with the new principles : many eeremonies, be. 


come venerable from age and preceding uſe, were re. 
tained; and the diſtinctive habits of the clergy, accord. 
ing to theis different ranks, were continued, No in- 


Novation was admitted merely from a ſpirit of oppo. 
tion, or a fanatical love of novelty, The eſtabliſh. 


ment of the Church of England was a work of reaſon, 


As ſoon as the Engliſh government was brought 
to ſome degree of compoſure, Somerſet made prepara. 
tions for a war with Scotland; determined to exe- 
cute, if poſſible, that project of eviting the two king - 
doms by marriage, on which the late king had been 
fo intent, and which ſeemed once ſo near a happy iſſue, 
but which had been defeated by the intrigues of car- 
dinal Beatoun. This politic and powerful prelate, 
though not able to prevent the parliament of Scotland 
from agreeing to the treaty of marriage and union with 


England, being then in the hands of the Proteſtant 


party, afterwards regained his authority, and acquired 
ſufficient influence not only to oblige the earl of Arran, 
who had ſucceeded him in the regency, to renounce his 
alliance with Henry VIII. but alſo to abjure the prin- 
ciples of the Reformation, to which he ſeemed zealoully 


2. Id. Ibid, 
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attached, and to reconeile himſelf, in 1543, totheRomiſh LETTER 


communion, in the Franciſcan church at Stirling ?, 


Tus fatal effects of this change in the religious and 


political ſentimentsof the regent, were long felt in Scot- 


land. Arran's apoſtacy may even perhaps be confidered 
as the remote cauſe of all the civil broils which afflited 
both kingdoms in the ſubſequent century, and which 
terminated in the final expulſion of the houſe of 
Stuart, of which the infant queen of Scots was now 
the ſole repreſentative, The ſouthern and moſt fertile 
parts of the kingdom were ſuddenly laid waſte by an 
Engliſh army. Various hoſtilities enſued with various 
ſucceſs, but without any deciſive event. At laſt an end 
was put to that ruinous and inglorious warfare by the 
peace concluded between Henry VIII. and Francis I. at 


Campe, in 1546; the French monarch generouſly ſtipu- 


lating, that his Scottiſh allies ſhould be included in the 
treaty. The religious conſequences were more ſerious 
and ning, and thelr political influence was great, 


Tue Scottiſh regent conſented to every thing that 
the zeal of the cardinal thought neceſſary for the pre- 
ſervation of the eſtabliſhed religion.” The reformers 
were every where cruelly perſecuted, and many were 
condemned to that dreadful puniſhment which the 
church has appointed for its enemies, Among thoſe 
committed to the flames was a popular preacher named 
George Wiſhart ;5 a man of honourable birth, and of 


primitive ſanctity, who poſſeſſed in an eminent degree 


the talent of ſeizing the attention and engaging the af- 
ſeclions of the ulticade. Wiſhart ſuffered with the pa- 


tience of a er; ; but he could not forbear remarking 


* 


3 Robertſon, HiP.. Scot. book ii, 
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the barbarous triumph of his inſulting adverſary, who 
beheld from a window of his ſumptuous palace the in- 
human ſpectacle:— and he foretold, that in a few days 
the cardinal ſhould, in the ſame palace, lie as lowas now 
he was exalted high, in . to true piety and re. 
ligion +, 4 


'Tn1s prophecy, like many others, was probably 
the cauſe of the event which it foretold. The diſci- 
ples of Wiſhart, enraged at his cruel execution, form- 
ed a conſpiracy againſt Beatoun ; and having aſfloci. 
ated with them Norman Leſly, eldeſt ſon of the earl 


of Rothes, who was inftigated by revenge on account 


of private injuries, they ſurpriſed the cardinal in his 
palace, or caſtle at St. Andrews, and inſtantly put him 
to death, One of the aſſaſſins, named James Melyvil, 


before he ſtruck the fatal blow, turned the point of his 


ſword towards Beatoun, and in a tone of pious exhor- 
tation called to him, ** Repent thee, thou wicked 
7 Cardinal! of all thy fins and iniquities; but eſpe- 
te cially of the murder of George Wiſhart, that in- 


$f ftrument of Chriſt for the converſion of theſe lands, 


$© It is his death which now cries for vengeance. We 
bare ſent by God to inflict the deſerved puniſhment 
Fc upon thee 5, 5 9 

THe conſpirators, though only fixtcen in number, 
took poſſeſſion of the caſtle, after turning out one by 
one the cardinals formidable retinue ; and being re- 
inforced by their friends, they W chemſelves 
for a yigorous defence, and ſent a meſſenger to Lon- 
don, craying aſſiſtance from Henry VIII. The death of 


thatprince, which happened ſoon after, blaſted all their 


hopes. They received, however during the ſiege, ſup- 


4. Spotſ wood. Buchanan, 5. Knox. Keith. 
| 5 plies 
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both of money and proviſions from England; 
and if they had been able to hold out only a few weeks 


longer, they would have eſcaped that ſevere capitula- 
tion to which they were reduced, not by the regent 
lone, but by a body of troops ſent to his affiſtance 


from France. 


SOMERSET entered Scotland at the head of eighteen 


thouſand men; while a fleet of ſixty (ail, one half of 
which conſiſted of ſhips of war, and the other of 


veſſels laden with proviſions and military ſtores, ap- 


peared on the coaſt, in order to ſecond his operations, 
and ſupply his army, The earl of Arran, regent of 
Scotland, had for ſome time obſerved this ſtorm gather- 
ing, and was prepared to meet it, He had ſummoned 
together the whole force of the kingdom; and his 
army, double in number to that of the enemy, was 
poſted to the greateſt advantage on a riſing ground, 
guarded by the banks of the river Eſke, a little above 
Muſſelburgh, when the Protector came in view. Alarm- 
ed at the fight of a force ſo formidable, and ſo happily 
diſpoſed, Somerſet made an overture of peace to the 
earl of Arran, on conditions very admiffible, He of- 
fered to withdraw his troops, and compenſate the da- 


mage he had done by his 1nroad, provided the Scot- 


tiſh regency would engage to keep their young queen 
at home, and not to contract her to any foreign prince, 
until ſhe ſhould arrive at the age of maturity, when 
ſhe might chuſe a huſband without the conſent of her 
council, But this moderate demand was rejected by 
the Scottiſh regent with diſdain, and merely on 
account of its moderation. It was imputed to 


fear; and Arran, confident of ſucceſs, was afraid 


of nothing but the eſcape of the Engliſh army. He 
therefore left his ſtrong camp, as foon as he ſaw 
the protector begin to move toward the ſea, ſuſ- 
pecting that he intended to embark on board his fleet; 
| | and 
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THE HISTORY Or. 
and paſſing the river Eſke, advanced into the plain, 
and attacked the Engliſh army near the village of 


Pinkey, with no better ſucceſs than his raſhneſs de. 
ſerved. 


« Have drawn up his troops on an eminence, 
Somerſet had now the advantage of ground on his fide, 
The Scottiſh army conliſted chiefly of infantry, 
wholeprincipal weapon was a long ſpear, and who: 
files for that reaſon were deep, and their ranks cloſe, 
A body ſo compact and firm eaſily reſiſted the attack 
of the Englith cavalry, broke them, and drove them 
off the field. Lord Grey, their commander, was 
dangerouſly wounded ; lord Edward Seymour, ſon of 


the protector, had his horie killed under him, and the 


royal ſtandard was near falling into the hands of the 
enemy. But the Scots being galled by the proteQor's 


artillery in front, and by the fire from the ſhips in 


flank, while the Engliſh archers, and a body of fo- 


"reign fuſileers, poured in volleys of ſhot upon them 


from all quarters, they at Jaſt began to give way: the 
rout became general, and the whole field was ſoon a 
ſcene of confuſton, terror, flight, and conſternation, 


The purſuit was long and bloody. Ten thouſand of 


the Scots are ſaid to have ſallen, and but a very in- 


conſiderable number of-thg conquering enemy. 


Tars victory however, which ſeemed to threaten 
Scotland with final ſabjeQion, was of no real utility 
to England. It ſerved only to make the Scots throw 


. themſelves inconfiderately into the arms of France, 


and fend their young queen to be educated in that 
kingdom; a meaſure univerſally regarded as a preluce 
to her marriage with the dauphin, and which effectually 


6. Patten, Hollingſhed. 8 
| oF diſap- 
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ain diſappointed the views of Somerſet, and proved LETTER 
e of the ſource of Mary's accompliſhments as a woman, IXI. 
de. and of her misfortunes as a queen. — The Scottiſh X D. 2547. 
nobles in taking this ſtep, hurried away by the vio- 
lence of reſentment, ſeem to have forgot that zeal for 
nee, the independency of their crown, which had made ; 
ide, them violate their engagements with Henry VIII, and Lo 
try, oppoſe with fo much ardour the arms of the py: = 
hoſe tector. a : : | | 
oe, | | 1 
ack Tux cabals of the Engliſh court obliged the duke We 
lem of Somerſet to return, before he could take any effec- | 
Was tual meaſures for the ſubjection of Scotland; and the 
1 of ſupplies which the Scots received from France, enabled A. D. 150. 
the them, in a great meaſure, to expel their invaders, - 
the while the protector was employed in re-eſtabliſhing 
or's his authority, and in quelling domeſtic inſurrections. 
in His brother lord Seymour, a man of inſatiable ambi- 
fo- tion, had married the queen-dowager, and openly aſ- 
em pired at the government of the kingdom. In order to 
the attain this object, he endeavoured to ſeduce the young 
na king to his intereſts; found means to hold a private 
on. correſpondence with him, and publicly decried the 
of protector's adminſtration. He had brought over to 
in- his party many of the principal nobility, together 
with ſome of the moſt popular perſons of inferior 
rank; and he had provided arms for ten thouſand, 
en men, whom it was computed he could muſter from 
ty among his own domeſtics and retainers ?, 
DW | 
e, Trovcn appriſed of all theſe alarming circum- 
at ſtances, Somerſet ſhewed no inclination to proceed to 
ce extremities. He endeavoured by the moſt friendly 
ly | 


7. Haynes, p. 105, 106. 
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Ane by reaſon, entreaty, and even by loading 
Seymour with new favours, to make him deſiſt from 
ſuch dangerous politics, But finding all his endea. 
vours ineffeQtual, he began to think of more ſerious 
remedies ;z and the earl of Warwick, who hoped to 
raiſe his own fortune on the ruin. of both, inflamed 
the quarrel between the brothers. By his advice lord 
Seymour was committed to the Tower, attainted of 
high treaſon, condemned, and executed 8, 


Tux proteQor had now leiſure to complete the Re. 
formation, the great work which he had ſo ſuccefſ. 
fully begun, in conjunction with Cranmer, the pri. 
mate, and which was now the chief object of concern 
throughout the nation. A committee of biſhops and 
divines had been appointed by the privy- council to 
compoſe a liturgy: they had executed the work com- 
mitted to them, as already obſerved, with judgment and 
moderation; and they not unreaſonably flattered them- 
ſelves, that they had framed a ſervice in which every 
denomination of Chriſtians might concur, This form 
of worſhip, which was nearly, the ſane with that at 
preſent authorized by law, was eftabliſhed by parlia- 
ment in all the churches, and uniformity was ordered 
to be obſerved in all the rites and ceremonies ?, 


'Tuvs, my dear Philip, in the courſe of a few 
years, was the Reformation happily completed in Eng- 
land: andi its civiland religious conſequences have fince 
been deſervedly valued, But there is no abuſe in ſo- 
ciety ſo great, as not to be attended with ſome advan- 
tages; and in the beginnings of innovation, the loſs of 
thoſe advantages is always ſenſibly felt, by the bulk 
of a nation, before it can perceive the benefits reſult- 
ing from the deſirable change. 


8. Burnet, vol. ii. 9. 2. & 3. Edw. VI. cap · i. 
No 
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No inſtitution can be imagined leſs favourable LETTER 
to the intereſts of mankind than that of the monaſtic , * 
lifez yet was it followed by many effects, which hav- A. D. 1549; 
ing ceaſed with the ſuppreſſion of monaſteries, were 
much regretted by the people of England. 
monks, . by always refiding at their convents, in the 
centre of their eſtates, ſpent their money in the coun - 
try, and afforded a ready market for commodities, 


LXII. 


of They were alſo acknowledged to have been in Eng- 
land, what they ſtill are in kingdoms where the Ro- 
miſh religion is eſtabliſhed, the beſt and moſt indul- 
mn gent landlords ; being limited by the rules of their or- 
1 der to a certain mode of living, and conſequent- 
wel ly having fewer motives for extortion than 'other 
* men. The abbots and priors were beſides accuſtomed 
oa to grant leaſes at an under value, and to receive a pre- 
” ſent in return. But the abbey-lands fell under differ- 
ent management, when diſtributed among the principal 
0 nobility and gentry: the rents of farms were raiſed, 
” while the tenants found not the ſame facility in diſ- 
* poſing of the produce. The money was often ſpent 
* in the capital; and to increaſe the evil, paſturage in 
4 that age being found more profitable than tillage, 
1 whole eſtates were laid waſte by incloſure. The far- 
ed mers, regarded as an uſeleſs burden, were expelled their 
habitations; and the cottagers, deprived even of the 
5 commons, on which they had formerly fed their eat - 
6 tle, were reduced to beggary **. 
N Tuxsx grievances of the common people occa- 
6 tioned ĩnſurrections in ſeveral parts of England; and 
f Somerſet, who loved popularity, imprudently en- 
" couraged them, by endeavouring to afford that redreſs 


10. Strype, vol. ii. 


which was not in his power. Tranquility, however, 


was 
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was ſoon reſtored to the kingdom by the vigilance of 
lord Ruſſel and the earl of Warwick, who cut many of 
the unhappy malcontents in pieces, and diſperſed. the 


. reſt. - But the protector never recovered his autho. 


A. D. 1550. 


rity. The nobility and gentry were in general dif. 
pleaſed with the preference which he ſeemed to have 
given to the people; and as they aſcribed all the in- 
ſults to which they had been lately expoſed to his pro- 
craſtination, and to the countenance ſhewn to the mul. 
titude, they apprehended a renewal of the ſame dif. 
orders from his paſſion for popular fame. His ene. 
mies even attempted to turn the rage of the populace 
againſt him, by working upon the lower claſs among 
the Catholics; and having gained over to their party 
the lord mayor of London, the lieutenant of the 
Tower, and many of the great officers of ſtate, they 
obliged Somerſet to reſign the protectorſhip, and com- 
mitted him to cuſtody. A council of regency was 
formed, in which the earl of Warwick, who had con- 
ducted this revolution, bore the chief ſway, and who 
actually governed the kingdom without the invidious 
title of protector. 


Tus firſt aq of Warwick's adminiftration was the 
negociation of a treaty of peace with France and 
with Scotland. Henry II. had taken advantage of the 


diſturbances in England, to recover ſeveral places in 


the Boulonnois, and even to lay fiege, though without 
effect, to Boulogne itſelf. He now took advantage, in 
treating, of the ftate of the-Englith court. Senſible of 


the importance of peace ta Warwick and his party, 


the French monarch abſolutely refuſed to pay the two 
millions of crowns, which his predeceſſor had ac+ 
knowledged to be due to the crown of England, as ar- 


11. Stowe, Burnet. Hollingſhed. 
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he ſaid, to render himſelf tributary to any prince, 
ed; but he offered a large ſum for the immediate re- 


thouſand crowns were agreed on as the equivalent, 
Scotland was comprehended 1 In this treaty, The Eng- 


. liſh ſtipulated to reſtore ſome. fortreſſes, which they 
2 Cal held! in that kingdom 12 


Hav v thus eftabliſhed his adminiftration, freed 
the kingdom from all foreign danger, and gained par- 
tizans, who were diſpoſed to ſecond him in every do- 
meſtic enterprize, the earl of Warwick began to think 
of carrying into execution thoſe vaſt projects which 
he had formed for his own aggrandiſement. The laſt 
earl of Northumberland had died without iſſue; and 
2 his brother, fir Thomas Percy, had been attainted on 
account. of the ſhare which he took in the Yorkſhire 


= inſurrection during the late reign, the title was at pre- 
wt ſent extinct, and the eſtate was veſted in the crown. 
Warwick procured. for himſelf a grant of that large 
eſtate, which lay chiefly in the North, the moſt 
be varlike part of the kingdom, and was dignified with 
* the title of duke of Northumberland. This was a 
8 great ſtep ; but there was yet a ſtrong bar in the way 
in of his ambition, Somerſet, though. degraded), and 
leſſened in the public cſteem, in noi of his 
in hiritleſs conduct, continued to, poſſeſs a conſiderable 
of ſhare of. popularity. Northumberland therefore re · 
= ſolyed to ruin the man he had injured, and. whom he 
Ns fil regarded as the chief obſtacle againſt the full at- 
jo uinment of his views. F or that purpoſe, he employ cd 
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2. Burnet, vol. ii, Rymer, vol. xv. 
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rears of former ſtipulations. He would never conſent, LETTER 


* 
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aluding to the reverſion of annual payments demand- A. D. 23. 


ſlitution of Boulogne and 1 its territory. Four hoadrad. * 


A. D. 1551, 
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PART I. nis emiſſaries to ſuggeſt deſperate projects to this uu. th 
_—_ guarded nobleman, and afterwards accuſed him of jet 
0 


A.D. 1833. 


high treaſon for ſeeming to acquieſce in them. So- 
merſet was tried, condemned, and executed on Toyer. Wi 
hill; and four of his friends ſhared the ſame unjuſt, de 


and unhappy fate, His death was fincerely lamented de 
be 


by the people, to whom he had been peculiarly indul- 
gent, and who regarded him as a martyr in their cauſe, th 
Many of them dipped their handkerchiefs in his blood, Wl 
which they long preſerved as a precious relique u. el 


| NoxTHUMBERLAND might ſeem to have now at. Wl ſu 
tained the higheſt point of elevation, to which a ſub. . 


ject could aſpire, and the greateſt degree of power, 


His rank was ſecond only to the royal family, his 


eſtate was one of the largeſt in the kingdom, and the i 


aſpired after yet greater power and conſequence: his 
ambition knew no bounds, Having procured a par- 


mind of Edward was warmly devoted, and the in- 


government was entirely under his direction. But he fil 


liament, which ratified his moſt deſpotic meaſutes, 
and regulated its proceedings according to his will, he 
next endeavoured to ingratiate himſelf particularly 
with the young king, by manifeſting an uncommon 
zeal for the reformed religion; to which the opening 


tereſts of which more ſenſibly touched him than all 
other objects. | % 


fid 

Ix his . converſations on this ſubject, Nor Wi di 
thumberland took occaſion to repreſent to that pious Wil tic 
prince, whoſe health began viſibly to decline, the be 
danger to which the Reformation would be expoſed, Wl w 


ſhould his ſiſter Mary, a bigotted Catholic, ſucceed to 


13. Hayward, p. 324, 325. Hollingſhed, p. 1068. 
| the 
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the throne of England; "aa! although no ſuch ob- LETTER 
jection” lay againſt the princeſt Elidabeth, he could 

not, with any degree of propriety, exclude one ſiſter, A. D. 1 is 
without alſo excluding the other; that both had been 
declared illegitimate by parliament'; that the queen of 

Scots ſtood excluded by the late king's will, and was 

beſides attached to the church of Rome; that theſe 

three princeſſes being ſet aſide for ſuch ſolid reaſons, 

the ſucceſſion devolved on the marchioneſs.of Dorſet, 

eldeſt daughter. of the duke of Suffolk and the French 

queen, his father's youngeſt ſiſter; that the apparent 

ſueceſſor to the marchioneſs was ber daughter, lady 

lane Gray, who: was n ey nen of a erdwn. 


Tuarsg arguments roads a. deep W f n 
the mind of Edward. He had long lamented the ob- 
ſtinaey of his ſiſter Mary, in adhering to the Romiſh 
communion, and ſeemed to foreſee all the horrors of 
het reign. He reſpected, and even loved Elizabeth. 
But lady Jane Gray, being of the ſame age, had 
been educated along with him, and had commanded 
bis eſteem and admiration, by the progreſs which ſhe 
made in every branch of literature. He had enjoy- 
ed full opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
the purity of her religious principles, a circumſtance 
that weighed with bim above every other conſider- 
ation in the choice of a ſucceſſor; and it ſeems be- 
ſdes probable, that her elegant perſon and amiable 
uſpoſition had inſpired his heart with a tender affec- 
tion, He therefore liſtened to the propoſal of diſin- 
beriting his fiſters with a patience which would other- 
viſe have been highly criminal. | 
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MeanwHile Nonbemberland, finding he was 
likely to carry his principal point with the king, be- 
ban to propoſe the other parts of his ſcheme, Two 
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| PART 1. ths 38 the duke of Suffolk, by a. marriage ſubſe. 


quent to the death of the French queen, having died 


A. D.1gg3 this ſeaſon of the + Sweating Sickneſs (an epidemi. 


He met with more oppoſition from the judges, an 
other perſons neceſſary to the execution of ſuch a deet 
But they, at laſt, were all filenced, either by threats 


Ty defired change in the ſucceſſion; and, in the preſe 
languiſhing ftate of the +king's health, after all th 


letters patent, ſettling the crown on the heirs of i 
Aucheſs of Suffolk, ſhe herſelf being content 
15 give place to her daughters; or, in other words, 


Sf dhe "ieceſion had been projected. 


; | and ſo much the ſooner by being put into the hands 


a little time, to his former ſtate of health.—Moſi 
our hiftorians, but eſpecially ſuch as were wel 


cal malady which raged all over the kingdom), that 


eitle was become extinct. Northumberland perſua 
ed the king to beſtow it on the marquis of Dorſet 
and by means of this and other favours, he obtain 
ed from the new duke and ducheſs of Suffolk, thei 
eldeſt daughter lady Jane, in marriage to his fourt 
. 8050 ford ee e er 44. 


1% er to e bis akin of en it noi 
only remained for Northumberland to procure th 


arguments that had been uſed, it was no diffcul 
matter to obtain a deed to that effect from Edwar 


promiſes; and the great ſeal was affixed to the king 


lady Jane, for whom ſhe was ſenſible the change 


Tus king died ſoon after this dagen tranſaQlio 


an ignorant woman, who undertook to reſtore him, 


feQed to the Reformation, dwell with peculiar ple 


14 Strype. Helyn. Stowe. 
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ſure on the excellent qualities of this young prince, 
vhom (as an elegant writer obſerves) the flattering 
promiſes of hope, joined. to many real virtues, had A. D. 533. 


made an object of fond regatd to the public; and 
making allowance for the delicacy of his frame, and 
the manners of the age in which he lived, he ſeems 


to have poſſefſed all the accompliſhments that role be 
| en ut ina Are of ſixteen. 


AwARR of che adpolition that would be 5 to the 
concerted change in the ſucceſſion, Northumberland 
had carefully concealed the deſtination of the crown 


 figned by Edward. He even kept that prince's death 


ſecret for a while, in hopes of getting the two prin- 
celſes into his power. With this view, he engaged the 


council to defire their attendance at court, under pre- 
tence that the king's infirm ſtate of health required the 
aſſiſtance of their advice, and the conſolation of their 


company. All obedience or anxiety, they inſtantly 


left their ſeveral retreats in the country, and ſet out 


for London; but happily before their arrival, they 


both got intelligence of their brother's death, and of 
"the conſpiracy formed againſt themſelves, Mary, who 
had advanced as far as Hodſdon, when ſhe received this 


notice, made haſte to retire, and wrote letters to the 
nobility and moſt conſiderable gentry in every county 
of England, commanding them to aſſiſt her in the de- 
fence: of her crown and 2 *. 


WG Ae en Northumberland now ſaw 


—__ be fruitleſs ; he therefore went to Si0n- houſe, 


where lady Jane Gay reſided, accompanied by a body 


of the nobility, and approaching her with the reſpect 
. uſually paid to the ſovereign, informed her of her ele- 


vation to the throne, Lady Jane, who was in a great 


15. Burnet. Fax. Heylin. — 
Dd 2 --: meeaſure 
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- ir 1.-;meaſore ignorant of the intrigues of her father-in- 
us, received this. information with equal grief and 


,ſurprize.., She even. refuſed to accept the crown; 
pleaded the preferable title of the two princeſſes; * ex- 
n her dread of the conſequences attending an 


| enterprize ſo. dangerous, nay ſo crimipal, and begged 
to remain in that private ſtation, in which ſhe Was 


born. Her heart, full of the paſſion for literature 
and: the elegant arts, and of affection for her 

2 4 _ - huſband,, who was worthy: of all her regard, had 
never opened itſelf to the, flattering. allurements of 

8 ambition. Overcome, bowever, at laſt by the en⸗ 
 (reaties rathex than the reaſons of her relations, ſhe 
ſubmitted to their will; and Northumberland imme. 
diately conveyed her to Londan, where ſhe was Pro» 

. claimed nn, but without one ppplanding voice. 


73 115 68171 . 


Pin Rig heard * 3 with — 
bo voi concern: the very;preachers employed their elo- 
/ ) quence; in vain: to convince their auditors of the jul- 
- tice of lady Jane's title. Reſpect for the royal line, 
and indignation againſt the Dudleys,. was ſtronger, 
even in the n of the man than the dread 
ol popery 6. 
T9 19932 th vi N VNMK 
* — the inkabicints of Saffolk, whicher the 
princeſs Mary had fled, reſorted to her in crowds; 
and when ſhe aſſured them, that ſhe never meant to 
alter the laws of Edward VI. concerning religion, 
1 they zealouſly enliſted themſelves in her cauſe. The 
- nobility and gentry daily flocked to her with rein- 
Forcements. Sir Edward Haſtings, brother to the ea 
of Huntingdon, carried over to her four thouſand men, 
levied for the ſupport of her rival. The fleet declared 
g for her. Even the earl ot Suffolk, who eommanded i 


10 mid. 
the 


ſe 
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the Tower, finding ; refiftance fruitleſs, operiedthe gates ge 


of that fortreſs: : and lady Fane, after the vainpageantry? 


ſreaings con dr er day retunc wth. Ta. 


z ſigh to the privacy of domeftic life. Fhe council 
ordered Mary to be proclaimed ; and Northumber- 

land, deſerted; by his followers, and deſpairing of ſue- 
ceſs, complied with that order with exterior marks of 
joy and ſatisfaction. He was brought to trial, how- 
ever, and condemned and executed for high treaſon. 
dentence was alfo pronounced againſt lady Jane Gray 
and lord Guildford Dudley; but they were reſpited on 
zccount of their youth, neither of them having min- 
N the age 0. ſeventeen . 6 | 


No ſooner was Mary. ſeated on the throne, than a 
total change took place both in men and meaſures, 
They who had languifhed in confinement were lifted 
to the helm of power, and intruſted with the govern- 
ment-of the church as well as of the ſtate. Gardiner, 
Bonner, and other Catholic biſhops, were reſtored to 
their ſees, and admitted to the queen's favour and con- 
fidence 3 while the moſt eminent Proteſtant prelates 
and zealous reformers, Ridley, Hooper, Latimer, Co- 
verdale, and Cranmer, were thrown into priſon.  'The 
men of Suffolk were brow-beaten, becauſe they pre- 
ſumed to plead the queen's promiſe of maintaining the 
reformed religion; and one more hold than the reft, in 
recalling to her memory the engagements into which 
ſhe had entered, when they enliſted themſelves in her 
ſervice, was (et in the pillory. Aparliament was procure 
ed entirely conformable to the ſentiments of the court, 
and à bill paſſed deelaring the queen to be legitimate; 


| wupi the marriage of 3 VIII. with 


m ve ,nwe 14 
17. 33 


2 * 
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PARTI. * n and annulling the divorce pronounced by 
T. Cranmer All the ſtatutes of Edward VI. reſpecting 


religion were repealed; and the queen ſent aſſu- 


rances to the pope of her earneſt deſire of reconciling 
| herſelf and her kingdoms to the Holy See, and requeſt- 
ing that eardinal Pole might be appointed legate for the 


nm of chat 15588 re 18. 


RRO NAL Pork was deſcended from the royal fa - 
mily of England, being fourth ſon of the counteſs of 
Saliſbury, daughter of the duke of Clarence. He gave 
early indications of that fine. genius, and generous diſ- 
poſition, by which he was ſo much diſtinguiſhed dur- 
ing his more advanced age; and Henry VIII. having 
conceived great friendſhip for him, propoſed to raiſe 
him to the higheſt eccleſiaſtical digaities. As a pledge 
of future. favours, Henry conferred on him the deanry 
of. Exeter, the better to ſupport him in his education, 
But when the king of England broke with the court of 


Rome, Pole not only refuſed to ſecond his meaſures, 


but wrote againſt him in a treatiſe on the Unity of 
the Church. This performance produced an irreparable 
breach between the young eccleſiaſtic and his ſove- 


reign, and blaſted all Pole's hopes of riſing in the 
Engliſh church, He was not, however, allowed to 
| fink, The pope and the emperor thought themſelves 


bound to- provide for a man of ſo much eminence; 


who, in ſupport of their, cauſe, had ſacrificed all his 


pretenſions to fortune in his own country. Pole was 
created a cardinal, and ſent legate into Flanders, Bot 
he took no higher than deacon's orders, which did not 
condemn him to celihaey; and he was ſuſpected of 


| having aſpired to the Engliſh crown, by means of 3 


marriage with the princeſs Mary, during the life of 


8, Burnet, vol. f ii, ber 


St — 


Er 
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her * The marquis of Exeter, lord Montacute, 


the cardinal's brother, and ſeveral other perſons of 


rank, ſuffered for this conſpiracy, whether real or 


pretended. To hold a correſpondence with that ob- 
dorious fugitive was deemed perhaps ſufficient guilt. 
t was enough, at leaft, to expoſe them to the indig- 
nation of Henry; and his will, on many occaſions, 
is known to have 1 the FO of both * ben 


equit-" | yy 


Bor whatever doubt may remain of Pole's in- 
trigues for obtaining the crown of England, through 
an alliance with Mary, it is certain that suE was no 
ſooner ſeated upon the throne, than ſhe thought of 
making him the partner of her ſway. The cardinal, 
however, being now in the decline of life, was repre- 
ſented to the queen as unqualified for the buſtle of a 
court, and the fatigue of buſineſs, She therefore laid 


aſide all thoughts of him, as a huſband; but as ſhe - 


entertained an high eſteem for his wiſdom and virtue, 
ſhe ſtill propoſed to reap the benefit of his counſels in 
the adminiſtration of her governmento-ant hence her 


requeſt- to the vain 


Tuts alliance, and one with the earl of Devon- 
ſhire, being rejected for various reaſons, the queen 
turned her eye toward the houſe of Auſtria, and 
there found a ready correſpondence with her views. 
Charles V. whoſe ambition was boundleſs; no ſooner 
had heard of the acceſſion of his kinſwoman Mary to 
the crown of England, than he formed the/ſcherhe of 


obtaining the kingdom for his fon Philip; hoping 


by that acquiſi ition to balance the loſſes he had 


ſuſtained in Germany. And Philip, although eleven 
years younger than Mary, who was deftitute of every 
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3 beauty or grace, gave his conſent, without 
heſitation, to the match propoſed by his Eo The 
emperor, therefore, immediately ſent over an agent to 
ſignify his intentions to the queen of England ; wt, 
flattered with the proſpect of marrying: the preſumptive 
heir of the greateſt monarch in Europe, pleaſed with 
the ſupport. of ſo, powerful an alliance, and bappy to 
unite herfelf more cloſely to her mother's family, to | 


which ſhe had always been warmly attached, gladly 


. embraced the propoſal. The earls of Norfolk and 


Arundel, lord Paget, whom ſhe had promoted, and 


biſhop Gardiner, now become prime miniſter, finding 


hom Mary's inclinations leaned, gave their opinion in 
favour.of the Spaniſh alliance; but as they were ſen. 
fible, the proſpe& of it diffuſed univerſal apprehenſion 


and terror for the liberty aadindependency of the king- 


A. p. 7554. 


dom, the marriage articles were drawn up with all poſ- 
fible-attention to the intereſt and ſecurity, and even 
to che grandeur of England. The emperor agreed 
to whatever was thought neceſſary to ſoothe the fears 
of the people, or quiet the jealouſics of the oobility, | 


The chief articles were, That Fhilip, during bis mar- 


riage with Mary, ſhould bear the title of king, but that 
the adminiftration ſhould: be veſted ſolely: in the queen; 
that no foreigner. ſhould. be capable of holding any 
office in the kingdom; that no innovation ſhould be 
made in the Engliſh laws, cuſtoms, or privileges; that 
Philip ſhould not carry the queen abroad without her 
conſent, nor any of her children without the conſent 
of the nobility ; that the male. iſſue of the marriage 
ſhould inherit, together with. England, Burgundy, 
and the Low: Countries; that if Don Carlos, Philip's 
n by a former marriage, ſhould die without iſſue, 


Mary's iſſue, whether. male or female, ſhould ſucceed 
Vw the crown of Spain and all the emperor's hereditary 


domi- 
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tominions 3 and that Philip, if the queen ſhould die LETTER 1 


—— 6 
England to the lawful heir, without claiming any A. D. 15546 


before him, without iſſue, ſhould leave the crown of 


right of adminiſtration whatſoever 19. 


Bur this treaty, though framed with ſo much cau- 
tion and ſkill, was far from reconciling the Engliſh 
nation. to the Spaniſh alliance, It was univerſally: 
aid, that the emperor, in order to get poſſeſſion of 
England, would agree to any terms; and that the 
more favourable the conditions which he had granted, 
the more certainly” might it be concluded he had no 
ſerious intention of obſerving them. His general 
character was urged in ſupport of theſe obſervations ; 
andit was added, That Philip, while he inherited bis 
father's vices, fraud and ambition, united to them 
more dangerous vices of his own, ſullen pride and 
barbarity. England ſeemed already a province of 
Spain, groaning under the load of deſpotiſm, and 
ſubjected to all the horrors of the inquiſition. The 
people were every where ripe for rebellion, and want- 
ed only an able leader to have ſubverted the queen's 
authority. No ſuch leader appeared. The more 
prudent part of the nobility thought it would be 
ſoon enough to correct ills when they began to be 
felt, Some turbulent ſpirits, however, judged it 
ſafer to prevent, than to redreſs grievances. They 


accordingly formed a conſpi racy to riſe in arms, and 


declare againſt the queen's marriage with Philip. 
dir Thomas Wyat propoſed to raiſe Kent: fir Peter 
Carew, Devonſhire ; and the duke of Suffolk was en- 
gaged, by the hopes of recoyering the crown for lady 
Jane Grey, to attempt raiſing the midland counties. 


19. Rymer, vol. xv, Burnet, vol. ii. 
But 
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But theſe conſpirators imprudentiy breaking 3 
and xiſing at different times, were ſoon humbled. N 
Wyat and Suffolk loſt their heads, as did lady Jane 


Gray and her huſband ford. Guildford Dudley, to 
whom the duke” 's (guilt was impured. Afi 5:4 


5 — 18 2 and AM couple ied with much 
piety and fortitude. It had been jntended to exccute 
them on the ſame. ſcaffold on Fower-hilt ; but the 
council, dreading the compaſſion of the people for 
their youth, beauty, and innocence, changed: its or- 
ders, and gave dire d ions that lady Jane ſhould be be- 
headed within the verge of the Tower. She refuſed 
to take leave of her huſband on the day of their exe- 


cution ; 5 aſigning as a Treaſon, that the tenderneſs of 


parting might unbend their minds from that firm- 
nefs which their approaching doom required of them, 
«c Our ſeparation,” added ſhe, ** will be but for a 
10 moment: we ſhall ſoon rejoin each other in a ſcene 
7 where our affections will be for ever united, and 
« where death, diſappointment, and | misfortune, 
& can no longer diſturb our felicity *.“ She faw lord 
Guildford led to exccution, without diſcovering any 
ſign of weakneſs : the even calmly met his headleſs bo- 
dy, as ſhe was going to execntion herſelf, returning to 


be. interred in the chapel of the Tower, and intrepidly 


deſired to proceed to the fatal ſpot, emboldened by the 


reports which, ſhe had received of the magnanimity 


of his behaviour. On that occaſion ſhe wrote in 
her Table-book, three ſentences; one in Greek, 
one ip Latin, Sid one in Engliſh, The mean- 


ing of them, was, that although human juſtice 


Was, againſt. ber buſband's body, divine mercy 
would be favourable to his ſoul ; that if her fault de- 


20. Heylin, p. 167. * vol. iii. 
8 ſerved 
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my 


ved 
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— puniſhment, her youth and i inexperience ought e 


o plead her excuſe ; and that God and poſterity, ſhe 


traſted, would "5 her favour. On the ſcaffold the A D. 1554. 
behaved with great mildneſs and compoſure, and ſub- 


nitted herſelf to the ſtroke of the executioner with 
dy and ſerene countenance * 21 | 


Tus queen $ ; authority was much ftrengthened by 
the ſuppreſſion of this rebellion, commonly called 
Wyat's, from the figure which he made in it ; and the 
rival of Philip in England gave ftill more ſtability. 


to her government., For although that prince's beha- 


viour was ill calculated to remove the prejudices which 


the Engliſh nation had entertained againſt him, being 
diſtant in his addreſs, and ſoentrenched in form and 
ceremony, as to be in a manner inacceſſible, his libe- 
nlity, if money diſburſed for the purpoſes of cor- 
ruption. can deſerve that name, made him many 
friends among the nobility and gentry. Cardinal Pole 


alſoarrived in England about the ſame time withlegan- 


tine powers from the pope; and both houſes of parlia- 
ment voted an addreſs to Philip and Mary, acknow- 
edging that the nation had been guilty of a moſt hor- 


ible defection from the true church; declaring their 


reſolution to repeal all laws enacted in prejudice of the 
Romiſh religion; and praying their majeſties, hap- 

pily uninfected with that criminal ſchiſm! to inter- 
cede with. the Holy * ather for the abſolution and 
forgiveneſs of their penitent ſubjects. The requeſt 
was readily granted. The legate, in the name of his 
Holineſs, gave the parliament and kingdom abſol d- 
tion, freed them from all eccleſiaſtical cenſures, and 
received them again into the boſom of the charch a6” 7 


21. Id. Ibid, £2, Burnet, vol. ii, Fox, vol. iii. 
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In conſequence of, this reconciliation With the ſee 


of Rome, the 88 by fire, that frightful ex. 


pedient of ſuperſtition, for extending her empire, and 


preſerving ber dominion, was rigoroufly employed 
againſt the moſt eminent refor mers. The mild counſel, - 
of cardinal Pole, who was inclined to toleration, were 


over-ruled by Gardiner and Bonner, and man y perſons 


of all conditions, ages, and ſexes were committed to 
the flames. The perſecutors made their firſt attack upon 


Rogers, prebendary of St, Paul's; a man equaily di- 


A. D. 25555 


Kinguiſhed. by his picty and learning, but whoſe do- 
meſtic ſituation it was hoped would 1 

pliance. He had a wife whom he tenderly. loved, and 
ten children ; yet did he continue firm in his princi- 
ples, and ſuch was his ſerenity after condemnation, 
that the gaolers, it is ſaid, waked him from a ſound 
flecp, when the hour of his execution approached, 
He ſuffered in Smithfield. Hooper, biſhop of Gloucel- 
ter, was condemned at the ſame time with Rogers, 
but ſent to bis own dioceſe to be puniſhed, in order 


to ſtrike the greater terror into his flock. The con- 


fancy of his death, however, had a very contrary ef- 


fect. It was a ſcene of conſolation. to Hooper to dic 
in their fight, bearing teſtimony to that doctrine 
which he had formerly taught among them. He con- 
tinued to exhort them, till his tongue, ſwollen by the 
violence of his agony, denied him utterance : and his 


words were long remembered 21. 


FENRAA, biſhop of St. Navid's, alſo ſuffered this 
terrible puniſhment in his own dioceſe. Ang Ridley, 


| biſhop of London, and Latimer, formerly biſhop of 


Worceſter, two. prelates venerable by their years, 
theirlearoing, and their piety, periſhed — in the 


21. Id. Ibid. | 
2 ſame 


ing him to com- 


/ 
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tuney by their mutual exhoftations, | Latimer, when ” 


tied to the ſtake, called” to his companion, 8e of r 


« good cheer, 1 my brother! we ſhall this day Yindle 
« ſuch-a flame in E pgland, as I FE, in God will ne- 
« ver be extinguiſhed * 4,9 Kr naar, 


ties; 11 p 3 0 


90 Fr 


8 a reſp bis bj an, aid cnc 
to the flames at teste. A Pardon was öffebed 
bim, if le would recant: but he rejected it with dit. 
bein, and embraced the fake, faying, 4 Welcome, 
6 'ciols of Chriſt! ! welcome, evetlaſting life * Cran- 
wer had leſs courage at firſt,” Overawed by the proſ- 
"pet of thoſe tortures Chick awaited" him, or over- 
come by the fond love of life, and by the flattery of 
artful men, WhO pompouſly repreſented the dignities 
to, which his character {ul entitled him, if he would 
"merit them by a recantation, he agreed, in an un- 


guarded hour, to ſubſcribe the doctrines of the papal 
ſupremacy. and the real'preſence. But Mary and her 


council, no leſs perfidious than cruel, determined, that 
this recantation ſhould- avail him nothing ; that he 
ſhould acknowledge his errors in the church before 
the people, and afterward be led to execution, Whe- 
ther Cranmer received ſecret intelligence of their de- 
/: fign, or repented of his weakneſs, or both, is uncer- 
tain, but he ſurpriſed the audience. by. a declaration 
yery different from that which was expected from him. 
After explaining his ſenſe of what he owed to God 


and his ſovereign, There is one miſcarriage in my 


life,“ ſaid he, 6 of which, above all others, I ſe- 
« yerely repent—the infincere declaration of faith to 
© which 1 had the weakneſs to ſubſcribe; but 1 take 


* 
„ 


46. Fox, vol. iii. "Burnet, vol. ii, 
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fame" 175 at Oxford, Tupporting each' other's' con- * LETTER 
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» PART t. this opportunity of atoning for my error by a fin. 


4 cere and open. recantation, and 'am willing to ſeal 


with my blood that doctrine which 1 firmly belieye 


e to have been communicated from Heaven.“ 5 


* ficing to divine juſtice the inſtrument of his crime 
and when the fire attacked his body, his ſoul, whol 


and without diſcovering either by his looks or mo. 
tions, the leaſt ſign of compunction, or even of 
feeling, he held his right-hand in the flames, till it 


be totally occupied in reflecting on his former fault 
and he called aloud ſeveral times, This hand ha 


every external accident, and altogether inacceffible 
to pain! s. 


the ſtake in the firſt age of perſecution, Beſides tht 
ſavage barbarity on one hand, and the patient co 


formity. It is ſufficient to have mentioned the ſuf 
ferings of our moſt eminent reformers, whoſe chi 


£9 


** his hand, he added, had erred, by u ying 
his heart, it ſhould firſt be puniſhed by a ſevere but juſ 
doom. He accordingly ſtretched out his arm, as foon 
he came to the ſtake, to which he was inftantly led, 


was utterly conſumed. His thoughts, appeared to 


6 offended !”” When it dropped off, he diſcovered: 
ſerenity in his countenance, as if ſatisfied with facri 


ly collected within itſelf, ſeemed ' fortified again 


Ir would be endleſs, my dear Philip, to enumerateal 
the cruelties practiſed in England during this bigotted 
reign, near three hundred perſon having been brought i 


ſtancy on the other, are ſo ſimilar, in all thoſe mar 
tyrdoms, that a narration, very little agreeable in it 
ſelf, would become altogether diſguſting by its uni 


25. Fox, vol. iii. Burnet, vol, ii. 
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rafter 4 condition make ſuch notice neceſſary, I. LETTER 
ſhall therefore conclude this ſubje& with obſerving, 
that human. nature appears on no accaſion ſo deteſt- A. D. 1556 
able, and at the ſame time ſo abſurd, as in theſe 
| religious horrors, which fink mankind below infernal 


ſpirits in/wickednels, and beneath the brutes i in folly. 


. Biſhop Bonner ſeemed to rejoice in the tormeuts of the 


vitims of Perſecution, He ſometimes whipped the 
Proteſtant priſoners, with his own hands, till he was 


tired with the violence of the exercile: he tore out the 


beard of a weaver, who refuſed to relinquiſh his reli- 
gion; and in order to give the obſtinate heretic a more 
ſenſible idea of burning, he held his finger to the 


candle, till the ſinews and veins ſhrunk and burſt *. 
All theſe examples prove, that no human depravity 
dean equal revenge and cruelty, inflamed by theolo- 
gical hate. 


Bor the members of the Engliſh parliament, though 


” ſo obſequious to the queen's will in reuniting the king- 
dom to the ſee of Rome, and in anth6tifing the * 


chery of their fellow: ſubjects who rejected the Ca- 


tholic faith, had ſtill ſome regard left both to their 
own and the national Antereſt. They refuſed to re- 
ſtore the poſſeſſions of the church. And Mary failed, 

not only in an attempt to get her huſband declared 
. preſumptive heir to the crown, and to obtain the con- 
ſent of parliament for veſting the adminiſtration put 


in his hands, but in all her political hopes. She 


| could not ſo much as obtain a parliameatary con- 
ſent to his coronation, 


Tas queen likewiſe met with much and long op- 


_ poſition from parliament in another favourite mea» 


26. Fox, vol. iii. 
ſure; 
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, PART I . ſore ; namely, in an attempt to engage the nation in 


the war which was kindled between France and Spain. 


The motion was for a time laid aſide; and Philip, 
diſguſted with Mary' 8 importunate love, which was 
equal to that of a girl of eighteen, and with her jealou. 
Jy. and ſpleen, Which increaſed with her declining 


_ years, and her deſpair of having iffac, had gone over 


to his father Charles V. in Flanders. The voluntary re. 
ſignation of the emperor, ſoon after this viſit, put Phi. 


n lip in poſſeſſion of all the wealth of America, and of 
the richeſt and moſt extenſive dominions in Europe, 
He did not, however, lay aſide his attention to the af- 


4 P. 16657. 


fairs of England, of which he ſill hoped to have the 


direction; and he came over to London, i in order to 
ſupport his parliamentary friends in a new motion for 


2 French war. This meaſure was zealouſly oppoſed by 


ſeveral of the queen's moſt able counſellors, and parti- 
cularly by cardinal Pole; who having taken prieft'sor- 


ders, had been inftalled in the ſee of Canterbury, on 


the death of Cranmer. But hoſtilities having been be. 


gun by France, as was pretended, . war was at laſt de- 


nounced againſt that kingdom; and an army of ten 


_- thouſand men was ſent over to the Low Countries, 


under the command of the earl of Ser ca . 


- A LIKE attempt was made in Scotland by the 


French monarch, to engage that kingdom in a war with 


England. Mary of Guiſe, the queen - dowager, had 


obtained the regency through the intrigues of the 
court of France, and Henry II. now requeſted her to 
take part in the common quarrel. She accordingly 
ſummoned a convention of the ſtates, and aſked their 


concurrence for commencing hoſtilities againſt Eng- 


land, But the Scottiſh nobles, who were become as 


27. Burnet, vol. ii, Strype, vol. iii. i 
| Jealous 
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jealous of the French, as the Engliſh were of Spanith LETTER 


influence, refuſed their aſſent; and the regent had, pers 
in vain recourſe to ſtratagem, 1 in order to accompliſh A. D. 13 7. 
het ek 


Tus French monarch, wendy without the ali 
ance of his ancient allies, and notwithſtanding the un- 
fortunate battle of St. Quintin, of which I ſhall af- 
terwards have occaſion to ſpeak, made himfelf maſter 
of Calais, which the Engliſh had held upwards of two 
hundred years; and which, as it opened to them an ' 
eaſy and ſecure entry into the heart of France, was 5 
regarded as the moſt valuable foreign poſſeſfion be- 1% 
longing to the crown. This important place was re- I% 
covered. by the vigilance and valour of the duke of Bl 
Guiſe; who informed that the Engliſh, truſting to the iy 
ſtrength of the town, deemed in that age impregnable, 1 
were accuſtomed to recall towards the cloſe of ſum- 
ner, great part of the garriſon, and to replace it in 
the ſpring, undertook in- the depth of winter, and ſue- 
ceeded in an enterprize, that ſurpriſed his own coun- 
trymen no leſs than his enemies. As he knew that 
ſucceſs depended upon celerity, he puſhed his attacks 
with ſuch vigour, that the governor was obliged to 
ſurrender on the eighth day of the ſiege 28. 


Taz joy of the French on that occaſion was ex- 

treme. Their vanity indulged itſelf in the utmoſt 

exultation of triumph, while the Engliſh gave vent to 

all the paſſions which agitate a high ſpirited people, 

when any great national misfortune is evidently the 
conſequence of the miſconduCt of their rulers. They 
murmured. loudly againft the queen and her council; 0 
who, after engaging the nation in a fruitleſs war, for 


23. Thuan, lib. xx. cap, ii. 
Vor, II. E e the 


\ 
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PART . the ſake of foreign intereſts, had thus expoſed i it, by 
r negligence; to ſo ſevere a diſgrace. 


Turs event, together with the conſciouſaeſs of be- 
ing hated by her ſubjects, and deſpiſed by her huſband, 
ſo much affected the queen of England, whoſe health 


A. D. 1558. had long been declining, that ſhe fell into a low fever, 


which put an end to her ſhort and inglorious reign, 
% When I am dead,” ſaid ſhe to her attendants, 
„you will find Calais at my heart.“ Mary poſſeſſed 
few qualities either eſtimable or amiable. Her per- 
ſon was as little engaging as her manners; and amid 
that complication of vices which entered into her 
compoſition, namely obſtinacy, bigotry, violence, 
and cruelty, we ſcarcely find any virtue but fincerity, 


BeyorE the queen's death, negociations had been 
opened for a general peace. Among other conditions, 
the king of France demanded the reſtitution of Na 
varre to its lawful owner; the king of Spain, that of 
Calais and its territory to England. But the death 
of Mary ſomewhat altered the firmneſs of the Spa- 
'niſh monarch in regard to that capital article; And 
before I ' ſpeak of the treaty which was afterwards 
ſigned at Chateau Cambrefis, and which reſtored tran- 
quillity to Europe, I muſt carry forward the affairs of 
tlie continent. Meantime it will be proper to ſay a 
few words of the princeſs Elizabeth, who now ſoc⸗ 
ceeded to the ende of e 


TE Engliſh nation was under great apprehenſions 
for the life of this princeſs, during her ſiſter's whole 
- * reign, The attachment of Elizabeth to the reformed 

religion offended Mary's bigotry ; and menaces had 
been employed to bring her to a recantation. The 

9 violent 
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jolent hatred which the queen entertained againſt 
her, broke out on every occaſion; and all ker own 
diflifiguiſhed prudence was neceſſary, in order to pre- 
ent the fatal effects of it. She retired into the coun- 
try; and knowing that ſhe was ſurrounded with ſpies, 
he paſſed her time wholly in reading and ſtudy. She 


complied with the eflabliſhed mode of worſhip, and 


eluded all queſtions i in regard to religion. When aſk- 
ed; on purpoſe to gather her opinion of the real pre- 
ſmce, what ſhe thought of theſe words of Chrift, 
This is my body? and whether ſhe believed it the 
rue body of Chriſt that was in the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper? ſhe replied thus: 


„ Chriſt was the Word that ſpake it; 
He took the bread and brake it; 
&« And what the word did make it, 
66 That I believe and take it 9.“ 


6 Rc tha death of her ſiſter, Elizaheth delivered 
hirfngiments more freely : and the firſt a& of her 
adminiſtration was the re-eftabliſhment of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion. The liturgy was again introduced 


in the Engliſh. tongue, and the oath of ſupremacy 
was tendered to the clergy. 


The number of biſhops 
had been reduced to fourteen by a fickly ſeaſon, 
which preceded this change ; and all theſe, except the 
biſhop, of Landaff, having refuſed compliance, were 
deprived of their ſees. But of the great body of 


the Engliſh clergy, only eighty rectors and vicars, 


ity prebendaries, fifteen heads of colleges, twelve 
archdeacons, and as many deans, ſacrificed their liv- 


ings for their theological opinions *?, 


29. Baker, strype. Camden. 30. Ibid. 
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Tas change in religion completed the; joy of the 
people on account of the acceffion of Elizabeth; the 
auſpicious commencement of whoſe reign may be 
ſaid to have prognoſticated that felicity and glory, 


which uniformly attended it. Theſe particulars, my 


dear Philip, will make all retroſpect i in the affairs of 


England unneceſſary, bey ond the N of Chateau 
. | 


LETTER LXIII. 


The Continent of EuxopR, from the Peace of Passau, 
in 1552, to the Peace ee Sanni, in 


1559. | 

HE treaty of paſſau v was no 1 fi zoned than 
Maurice, the deliverer of Germany, -marched 

into Hungary againſt the Turks, at the head of twen- 
ty thouſand men, in conſequence of his engagements 
with Ferdinand, whom the hopes of ſuch affiftance had 
made the moſt zealous advocate of the confederates, 
Burt the vaſt ſuperiority of the Turkiſh armies, toge- 
ther with the diſſenſions between Maurice and Caftal- 
do, the Auſtrian general, who was piqued at being ſu- 


| perleded in the command, prevented the elector from 


performing any thing in "that country worthy of his 
former fame, or of much benefit to the king of the 
Romans. 


In the mean time Charles V. deeply affected for the 
loſs of Metz, Tgul, and Verdun, which had formed 
the barrier of the'empire on the fide of France, and 


would now ſecure the frontier of Champagne; left his 
2 ing lo- 
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;nglorious retreat at Villach, and put himſelf at the LETTER 


head of thoſe forces which he had aſſembled againſt 
the confederates, determined to recover the three 
biſhopricks, In order to conceal the deſtination of 
his army, he circulated a report chat he intended to 
lead it into Hungary, to ſecond Maurice 1n his ope- 
rations againſt the infidels; and as that pretext 
failed him, when he began to approach the Rhine, 
he pretended that he was marching firſt to chaſtiſe 
Albert of Brandenburg, who had refuſed to be in- 
cluded in the treaty of Paſſau, and whoſe cruel ex- 
actions in that part of Germany called loudly for re- 
dreſs. 


Tus French, however, were not deceived by theſe 
artifices., Henry II. immediately gueſſed the true 
object of the emperor's armament, and reſolved to de- 
fend his conqueſts with vigour. The defence of 
Metz, againſt which it was foreſeen the whole weight 
of the war would be turned, was committed to Fran- 
eis of Lorrain, duke of Guiſe, who poſſeſſed in an 
eminent degree all the qualities that render men great 
in military command. To courage, ſagacity, and 
preſence of mind, he added that magnanimity of ſoul 
which delights in bold enterprizes, and aſpires after 
tame by ſplendid and extraordinary actions. He re- 
paired with joy to the dangerous ſtation ; and many 
of the French nobility, and even princes of the blood 
eager to diſtinguiſh themſelves under ſuch a leader, 
entered Metz as volunteers. They were all neceſ- 
ſary, The city was of great extent, ill fortified, and 
the ſuburbs large. For all theſe defects the duke en- 


deavoured to provide a remedy. He repaired the old 
fortifications with all poſſible expedition, labouring 
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PART 1. with his own hands : the officers imitated his exam. 
AD. 1552. ple; and the ſoldiers, thus encouraged, chearfull 
' ſubmitted to the moſt ſevere toils. He erected new 
works, and he levelled the ſuburbs with the ground, 
At the fame time he filed the magazines With pro. 
viſions and military ſtores, compelled all uſeleſs” per- 
ſons to leave the place, and laid waſte the neighbour. 
ing country; yet ſuch were his popular talents, and 
his power of acquiring an aſcendant over the minds of 
men, that the citizens not only refrained from mur- 
muring, but ſeconded him with no leſs ardour than 
the ſoldiers in all his operations in the ruin of their 
eftates, and in the havock of their public and private 


F buildings“. ; 


an MzawwniLE the emperor continued his march 
toward Lorrain at the head of fixty thouſand men. 
On his approach, Albert of Brandenburg, whoſe army 
did not exceed twenty thouſand, withdrew into 
that duchy, as if he intended to join the French 
king; and Charles, notwithſtanding the declining 
; ſeaſon, it being the month of October, laid fiege to 


Metz, contrary to 92 advice of his moſt experienced 
; officers, 


| | Tur attention of both the beſi iegers and the beſieg+ 

3 ed was turned for a time to the motions of Al- 

bert, who ſtill hovered jn the neighbourhood, unde- 

- termined which ſide to take, though reſolve to {al 

his ſervices. Charles at laſt came up to his price, and 

| he joined the imperial army. The emperor now flat 
: tered himſelf that nothing could reſiſt his force; bul 

| he found himſelf deceived, After Aa ſiege of almol H 


T. Thuan. lib. xi. 
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fxty days, during which he had attempted all that LETTER 


kam. was thought poſſible for art or valour to effect, and LXIII. 
fully had loſt upwards of thirty thouſand men by the incle- AD. 1554. 
IF mency of the weather, diſeaſes, or the ſword of the | 
und, 


enemy, he was obliged to abandon the enterprize, 
« Fortune,” faid Charles, “ I now perceive, like 
« other fine ladies, chuſes to confer her favours on . 


Pro: 
| per- 


which extinguiſhed at once all hoſtile rage, and melt- 
ed them into compaſſion. The imperial camp was 
filled with the ſick and wounded, with the dead and the 
dying. All the roads by which the army retired were 
ſtrewed with the ſame miſerable objects; who, hav- 
ing made an effort beyond their ſtrength to eſcape, 
and not being able to proceed, were left to periſh 
without affiſtance. Happily that, and all the kind 
offices which their friends had not the power to per- 
form, they received from their enemies. The duke 
of Guiſe ordered them all to be taken care of, and ſup- 
plied with every neceſſary. He appointed pby ficians 
to attend, and direct what treatment was proper for 
the fick and wounded, and what refreſhments for the 


.. 
— 


2OUr- 6c young * re mn mn advanced in years .““ I; 

ds of Tuis ſaying has been Gand gallant, and perkage Fa 
Mur- it is ſo; but the occaſion merited more ſerious reflexi- 1. 
than ons. When the French allied out to attack the ene- al 
thei my's rear, a ſpectacle preſented itſelf to their view 48 
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F Al- 
unde feeble ; and ſuch as recovered, he ſent home, under 
a ſafe eſcort, and with money to bear their charges. 
ze By theſe acts of humanity, leſs common in that age 
„n dan the preſent, the duke of Guiſe completed that 
; bu 
\Imof] 2. Id. Ibid. 3. Thuan. lib. xi. P. Daniel, Hit. de France, | 
tom. iv. Father Daniel's account of this ſiege is copied from the Jour- ; | 
val of the Sieur de Salignac, who was preſeut at it. 
* 3 Ee 4 heroic 
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heroic charaQer, which he had juſtly. arquired, by his 
brave and ſucceſsful-defence of Mets.” ; 


Tax emperor's misfortunes were not confined to 


Germany. During his reſidence at Villach, he had 


been obliged to borrow two hundred . crowns 
from Coſmo of Medicis ; and ſo low. was his credit, 


that he was obliged. to put that prince in poſſeſſion of 


the territory of Piombino, as a ſecurity for the repay. 
ment of the money. By this ſtep he loſt the footing 
be had hitherto_ maintained in Tuſcany, and nearly 
at the ſame time he loſt Siena, The Sieneſe, who had 
long enjoyed a republican government, roſe againſt 
the Spaniſh garriſon, which they had admitted as a 
check upon the tyranny of the nobility, but which they 
now found was meant tg enſlave them. Forgetting 


their domeſtic animoſities, they recalled the exiled 


nobles ; demoliſhed the citadel, and * themſelves 
under the protection of France 4. 


Tus unfortunate events were followed by the 


moſt alarming dangers. The ſevere adminiſtration of 


the viceroy of Naples had filled that kingdom with 


murmuring and diſſatisfaction. The prince of Saler- 


no, the head of the malcontents, fled to the. court of 
France. The French monarch, after the example of 


his father, had formed an alliance with the grand- 


ſeignior; and Solyman, at that time highly incenſed 
againſt. the | houſe of Auſtria, on account of the pro- 


ceedings 1 in Hungary, ſent ,a powerful fleet into the 
Mediterranean, under the command of the corſair 
Dragut, an officer trained up under Barbaroſſa, and 


little inferior to his maſter in courage, talents, or in 


good fortune. Dragut appeared on the coaſt of Ca- 


labria, where he expected to be joined by a French 


4. Mem. de Ribler. 
ſquadron; 
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adron; but not meeting with it according to con- 
cert, he retuened to Conftantinople, after plundering 


and burning ſeveral places, and filling Naples with 
conſternation 5, 


H1icHLY chagrined by ſo many diſaſters, Charles 
retired into the Low-Countries, breathing vengeance 
againſt France. 
turbed by the reſtleſs ambition of Albert of Bran- 
denburg; and as that prince obſtinately continued his 
violences, notwithſtanding a decree of the imperial 
chamber, a league was formed againſt him by the moſt 
powerful princes in the empire, of which Maurice was 
declared the head. This confederacy, however, 
wrought no change in the ſentiments of Albert. But 
as he knew that he could not refiſt ſo many princes, if 
they had leiſure to unite their forces, he marched di- 
realy againſt Maurice, whom he dreaded moſt, and 
hoped to cruſh before he could receive ſupport from 
his allies z though in that he was deceived. Maurice 


Was ids to oppoſe him. 


Tuxsz hoſtile chiefs, whoſe armies were nearly 
equal in numbers, each conſiſting of twenty-four 
thouſand men, met at Siverhauſen in the duchy of 
Lunenburgh. There an obſtinate battle was fought, 
in which the combat long remained doubtful, each 
gaining ground upon the other alternately ; but at 
laſt yictory declared for Maurice, who was ſuperior 
in cavalry, Albert's army fled in confuſion, leaving 
four thouſand men dead on the field, and their baggage 
and artillery in the hands of the enemy. But the allies 


bought their victory dear. Their beſt troops ſuffered 


greatly; ſeveralperſons of diſtinction fell; and Maurice 
himſelf received a wound, of which he died two days 


R 


5. Id. Ibid. 
after, 
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Meantime Germany was ftill diſ- A. D. 1553- 
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PART I. after, in the thirty-ſecond year of his age. No prince, 
4 D. 2553. ancient or modern, ever perhaps diſcovered ſuch 


deep political ſagacity at ſo early a period of life, 


As he left only one daughter, afterwards married 


to the famous William, prince of Orange, John 


Frederick, the degraded eleQor, claimed the electoral 
dignity, and that part of his patrimonial eſtate of 


which he had been firipped during the Smalkaldie 
war; but the ſtates of Saxony, forgetting the merits 
and ſufferings of their former maſter, declared in fa- 
vour of Auguſtus, Maurice's brother. The unfortu- 


nate, but magnanimous, John Frederick, died ſoon 


after' this diſappointment, which he bore with his 
uſual firmneſs ©; and the electoral dignity is ſtill poſ- 


ſeſſed by the deſcendants of Auguſtus. 


T conſternation which Maurice's death occa- 


ſioned among his troops, prevented them from making 
a proper uſe of their victory; ſo that Albert, having 
re- aſſembled his broken forces, and made freſh le- 


vies, renewed his depredations with additional fury. 
But being defeated in a ſecond battle, ſcarce leſs 
bloody-than the former, by Henry of Brunſwick, who 


| had taken the command of the allied army, he was 
driven from all his hereditary dominions, as well as 
from, thoſe he had uſurped ; was laid under the ban 
of the empire, and obliged to take refuge in France, 


where he lingered out a few years in an 1ndigent 


and dependent ſtate of exile 7, 


DvRixG theſe tranſactions in Germany, war was 


carried on in the Low-Countries with confiderable 
4th rene to efface the ſtain which his mili- 


6. Arnoldi, Vit. Maurit, Robertſon, Hift. Clarks V. book x. 
7 Id. Ibid. 
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tary reputation had received before Metz, Charles laid 


| ſiege to Terouane ; and the fortifications being out of 
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repair, that important place was carried by aſſault. * 1553s 


Heſden alſo was inveſted, and carried in the ſame 
manner, The king of France was too late in aſſem- 
bling his forces, to afford relief to either of theſe 
places ; and theemperor afterwards cautiouſly avoided 
an engagement, during the remainder of the campaign, 


Tue imperial arms were leſs ſucceſsful in Italy. 
The viceroy of Naples failed in an attempt to reco- 
ver Siena; and the French not only eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelyes more firmly in Tuſcany, but conquered part of 
the iſland of Corſica. Nor did the affairs of the houſe of 
Auſtria wear a better aſpe& in Hungary dufing the 
courſe of this year, Iſabella and her ſon appeared 
once more in Tranſ. ylvania, at a time when the people 
were ready for revolt, in order to revenge the death 
of Martinuzzi, whoſe loſs they had ſeverely felt. 
Some noblemen of eminence declared in favour of 


the young king: and the baſhaw of Belgrade, by 


Solyman's order, eſpouſing his cauſe, Caſtaldo, the 
Auſtrian general, was obliged to abandon Tranſylva- 
nia to Iſabella and the Turks 8, 


In order to counterbalance theſe and other loſſes, 
the emperor, as has been already related, concerted a 
marriage between his ſon Philip and Mary of Eng- 
land, in hopes of adding this kingdom to his other 
dominions. Meanwhile the war between Henry and 
Charles was carried on with various ſucceſs in the 
Low-Countries, and in Italy much to the diſadvan- 
tage of France. The French, under the command of 
Strozzi, a Florentine nobleman, were defeated in tlie 
battle of Marciano; Siena was reduced by Medi- 
eino, the imperial general, after a ſiege of ten months, 


8. Thuanus, lib, xv. 
and 
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THE HISTORY OF 


PART I. and the gallant Sieneſe were again ſubjected to the Spa. 
Free niſn yoke. Nearly at the ſame time a plot was formed 


by the Franciſcans, but happily diſcovered, before it 
could be carried into execution, for betraying Metz to 
the Imperialiſts. The father guardian and twenty other 


monks received ſentence of death on account of this 


conſpiracy; but the guardian, before the time appoint- 
ed for his execution, was murdered by his incenſed ac- 
complices, whom he had ſeduced from their allegiance, 


and fix of the youngeſt were pardoned 9, 


WuiLe war thus raged in Italy and the Low- 
Countries, accompanied with all its train of miſeries, 


and all the crimes to which ambition gives birth, 
Germany enjoyed ſuch profound tranquillity, as af- 


forded the diet full leiſure to confirm and perfect the 
plan of religious pacification agreed upon at Paſſau, 
and referred to the conſideration of the next meeting 
of the Germanic body. For this purpole a diet had 


been ſummoned to meet at Augſburgh, ſoon after 


the concluſion of the treaty; but the commotions ex- 
cited by Albert of Brandenburg, and the attention 


which Ferdinand was obliged to pay to the affairs of 


Hungary, had hitherto obſtructed its deliberations, 
The following ſtipulations were at laſt ſettled, and 


formally publiſhed; namely, That ſuch princes and 


& cities as have declared their approbation of the Con- 
*© feffion of Avgſburg, ſhall be permitted to profeſs 


and exerciſe, without moleftation, the doctrine and 


s worſhip which it authoriſesg that the popiſh eccle- 
6 faftics ſhall claim no ſpiritual juriſdiction in ſuch ci- 
ties or principalities, not ſhall the proteſtants moleſt 


0 the princes and ſtates that adhere to the church 


&© of Rome; that no attempt hall be made for the 


future, toward terminating religious differences, 


9. Id. Ibid. 
© except 
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te except by the gentle and pacific methods of per- 
« ſuaſion and conference; that the ſupreme civil 
« power in eyery ſtate may eftabliſh' what form of 
« doctrine and worfhip it fhall deem proper, but ſhall 
permit thoſe who refuſe to conform, to remove 

« with their effects; that ſuch as had ſeized the be- 
ee nefices or revenues of the church, previous to the 
« treaty of Paſſau, ſhall retain poſſeſſion of them, 
« and be ſubje& to no proſecution in the imperial 
«© chamber on that account; but if any prelate or ec- 
« clefiaftic {hall hereafter abandon the Romiſn reli- 
« gion, he ſhall-inftantly relinquiſh his dioceſe or be- 
« nefice, and that it ſhall be lawful for thoſe in whom 
« the right of nomination is-veſted, to proceed imme» 
« diately to an election, as if the office was vacant by 
«death or tranſlation **. 


Taser, my dear Philip, are the principal articles 
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in the famous Receſs of Augſburg, which is the baſis 


of religious peace in Germany. The followers of 
Luther were highly pleaſed with that ſecurity which 
it afforded them, and the Catholics ſeem to have had 
no leſs reaſon to be ſatisfied, That article which pre- 
ſerved entire to the Romiſh church the benefices of 
ſuch ecclefiaſtics as ſhould hereafter renounce its doc- 
trines, at once placed a hedge around-its patrimony, 
and effectually guarded againſt the defection of its 
dignitaries, But cardinal Caraffa, who was now raiſ- 
ed to the papal throne, under the name of Paul LV. 
full of high ideas of his apoſtolic juriſdiction, and 
animated with the fierceſt zeal againſt hereſy, regard- 
ed the indulgence given to the Proteſtants, by an aſ- 
ſembly compoſed of laymen, as an impious act of that 
power which the diet had uſurped. He therefore 


10. Father Paul, lib. v, Pallavacini, lib. xiii. 
| threatened 
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PARTI, threatened the emperor and the king of the Romais 


— 
1555+ 


Ap. 


with the ſevereſt effects of his vengeance, if they did 


not immediately declare the Receſs of Aufburg il. 
legal and void 4 and as Charles ſhewed no disposition | 


to comply with this demand, the pope entered into an 
alliance with the French king, in order to ruin the 


Donn the tiegociation of that treaty, an event 
happened, which aſtoniſhed all Europe, and con- 


founded the reaſonings of the wiſeſt politicians. The 


emperor Charles V. though no more than fifty-fix, 


an age when objects of ambition operate with full 


force on the mind, and are generally purſued with the 


greateſt ardour, had for ſome time formed the reſolu- 


tion of reſigning his hereditary dominions to his ſon 


Philip. He now determined to put it in execution, 


Various have been the opinions of hiſtorians con- 


cerning a reſolution ſo fingular and unexpected; but 


the moſt probable ſeem to be, the diſappointments 


which Charles had met with in his ambitious hopes, 
and the daily decline of his health: He had early in 
life been attacked with the gout; and the fits were 


now become fo frequent and ſevere, that not only the 


vigour of his conſtitution was broken, but the facul- 
ties of his mind were ſenfibly impaired; He there- 


fore judged it more decent to conceal his infirmities 


in ſome ſolitude, than to expoſe them any longer to 


the public eye; and as he was unwilling to forfeit the 


fame, or loſe the acquiſitions of his better years, by 
attempting to guide the reins of government, when 
he was no longer able to hold them with ſteadineſs, he 


. prudent] y determined to ſeek 1n the tranquillity of re- 
tirement, that happineſs, which he had in vain pur- 


ſued 
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Ix conſequence of this reſolution, Charles, who had 
already ceded to his ſon Philip the kingdom of Na- 
ples and the duchy of Milan, aſſembled the ſtates of 9601 
the Low-Countries at Bruſſels; and, ſeating himſelf +13 
for the laſt time, in the chair of 4 he explained to | 
his ſubjects the reaſons of his reſignation, and ſolemn- | 
ly devolved his authority upon Philip. He recounted 1 
with dignity, but without oſtentation, all the great | | 
things which he had undertaken, and performed ſince 
the commencement of his adminiſtration : and that 
enumeration gives us the higheſt idea of his activity 
and induſtry. ** IT have dedicated,” obſerved he, 
« from the ſeventeenth year of my age, all my 
thoughts and attention to public objects, reſerving 
no portion of my time for the indulgence of eaſe, 
« and very little for the enjoyment of private plea- 
«ſure, Either in a pacitic or hoſtile manner, I have 
©yifited Germany nine times; Spain fix times; 
« France four times; Italy ſeven times; the Low- | 
Countries ten times; England twice; Africa as N 
often; and while my health permited me to diſ- x 
charge the duties of a ſovereign, and the vigour of (+ 4 
my conſtitution was equal in any degree to the ar- 
ee duous office of governing ſuch extenſive domini- 
e ons, I never ſhunned labour, nor repined under fa- 
*tigue ; but now when my health is broken, and my 
« yigour exhauſted by the rage of an incurable diſ- 
« temper, my growing infirmities admoniſh me to re- 
* tirez nor am I ſo fond of reigning as to retain the 
t ſceptre in an impotent hand, which is no longer 

able to protect my ſubjects. 


. 
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THE HESSTO RY OF 
> Ty8TEAD of a ſovereign worn out with diſeaſes, 
continued he, and ſcarce half alive, I give you one 
* in the prime of life, already accuſtomed to govern, 
c and who adds to the vigour of youth all the atten- 
& tion and ſagacity of maturer years.” Then turn- 


ing towards Philip, who fell on his knees and kiſſed 


his father's hand, © It is in your power,” aid 
Charles, by a wiſe and virtuous adminiſtration, to 
e juſtify the extraordinary proof which I give this day 
4c of my paternal affection, and to demonſtrate that 
& you are worthy of the confidence which I repoſe in 
„you. Preſerve,” added he, an inviolable regard 
4 for religion; maintain the Catholic faith in its 
6c purity ; let the laws of your country be ſacred in 
« your eyes; encroach not on the rights of your peo- 
cc ple; and if the time ſhould ever come, when you 


“ ſhall wiſh to enjoy the tranquillity of private life, 


© may you have a ſon, to whom you cam refign your 


tc ſceptre with as much fatisfaQion as I give up mine 
& to you.” A few weeks after, the emperor alſo re- 
ſigned to Philip the Spaniſh crown, with all the do- 
minions depending upon it, in the Old as well as in 
the New World; reſerving nothing to himſelf, out 
of all thoſe vaſt poſſeſſions, but an annual penſion of 
one hundred thouſand ducats . 


_ CnarLEs was now impatient to embark for Spain, 
where he had fixed on a place of retreat. But, by the 


advice of his phyſicians, he put off his voyage for 


ſome months, on account of the ſeverity of the ſea- 
ſon : and by yielding to their judgment, he had the 
ſatisfaction, before he left the Low-Countries, of 
taking a conſiderable ſtep towards a peace with 
France. This he ardently longed for; not only on 


his ſon's account, whoſe adminiftration he wiſhed to 


I. Godlev. Relat. Abdicat, Car. V. Thuan. lib, xvi. Sandov. vol. ii. 
Robertſon, book ix. 
COMmmence 


Mcp AN £bkove 


y 8 in Ae l. but that he might have the LETTER 


* 2 


0 gory, when quitting the world, of reſtoring to Eu- 

, cope that tranquillity which his ambition had baniſh- X . 1885. 
. ed from it, almoſt face the day that he aſſumed the 

' reins: of en Fs & 

d | 

d Tos great *. againfl ſuch a nn the part 


0 of France, was the treat J which Henry II. bad con- 
y cluded with the coure of Rome; and the emperor? s 
at Wi claims were too numerous to admit any hope of adjuſt- 


in Wl ing them ſuddenly. A truce of five years was therefore A 


rd propoſed by Charles, during which term, without dif- | 
ts cofling their reſpective pretenſions, each Mould retain 
in what was in his poſſeſſion; and Henry, through the 
0- perſuaſion of the conſtable Montmorency, who repre- 
on ſented the imprudence of ſacrificing the true,intereſts 
e, ot bis. kingdom to the; raſh; engagements he had come 
under with the pope, authoriſed his ambaſſadors to fign 


confiderable a period, the important conqueſts which 
be had made on the German frontier, together with 
the ur park: of the duke of Savoy s dominions. 


*? 


01 Iv. When informed of this tranſaction, was 
filed no leſs with terror and aſtoniſhment, than with 
rage and indignation. But he took equal care to conceal 
lis fear and his anger. He affected to approve highly 
of the truce ; and he offered his mediation, as the com- 
mon father of Chriſtendom, f in order to bring about 
permanent peace. U ader this pretext, he diſpatched 
cardinal Rebiba, as his nuncio, to the court of Bruſſels, 
and his nephew cardinal Caraffa, to that of Paris, 
The public inſtructions of both were the ſame ; but 
Caraffa, beſides theſe, received a private commiſſion, 
to ſpare neither entreaties, ' promiſes, nor bribes, in 

Vor. II. FF order 


at Vaucellesa treaty, which would inſure to him, for ſo 


* 
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order to induce the F rench monarch to renounce the 
truce, and renew his engagements with che court of 
Rome. He flattered Henry witk the conqueſt of Na. 
ples : he gained by his addreſs the Guiſes, the queen, 


and even the famous Diana of Poictiers, ducheſs of | 


Valentinois, the king's miſtreſs; and they cafily ſway. 
ed the king himſelf, who alepdy leaned to that (ide, 
| towards which they, wifhed to incline bim. All Mont- 
morency's 5 Prodent remonſt ances” were e 
from his oath of truce 3. and that raſh prince Rene 
W treaty with the pope, . which rekindled with freſh 
violence the flames of war, both i in Italy and the Lon 
Countries,” * | Menn 
£4 1 ti bys il 
No Siler" was Peul made FIRE 7 the ſuc- 
 cefs'of this negociation, thih he proceeded to the mot 
indecent extremities againſt Phitip II. He ordered the 
Spanifh ambaſſador to be impriſoned: he excommuni- 


Cated the Colonnas, becauſe of their attachment to the 
imperial houſe ; and he Confidered Philip as guilty of 


high treaſon, and to have forfeited his right to the 


kingdom of Naples, which he was fuppoſed to hold of 


the Holy: See, for afterward affording them a retreat 
0 his eee ee 


an I n n Hoi a 

„ AKabhttts at a t wits the pope, whom he 
had been taught to regard with the moſt ſuperſtitions 
veneration, as tlie vicegerent of Chriſt, and the com- 
mon father of Chriſtendom, Philip tried every gentle 
method before he made uſe of force. He even con- 
ſulted ſome Spaniſh divines« on the lawfulneſs of taking 
arms againſt a perſon ſo ſacred, They decided in his 
favour ; and Paul PPP ren the duke K 
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de Alva, to whom the conduct of the negoeiation as well LETTER 
of i of the war had been committed, entered the Eecle- LO 
4 ſaſtical State at the head of ten thouſand veterahs, A. D. 1556. 
65 and carried terror to the gates of Rome. 7 


Tax haughty pontiff, though ſtill obſtinate and un- 
daunted himſelf, was forced to give way to the fears 
of the cardinals, and a truce was concluded for forty 
days. Meantime the duke of Guiſe arriving with an A. p. 2557. 
army of twenty thouſand French troops, Paul be- 
came more arrogant than ever, and baniſhed from 
his mind all thoughts but thoſe of war and revenge. 
The duke of Guiſe, however; who is ſuppoſed to have 
yen his voice for this wat, chiefly from a defite of ac- 
quiring a field where he might diſplay his military ta- 
nts, was able to perform fothing in Italy worthy of 
his former fame. He was obliged to abandom the fiege 
of Civetella ; he could not bring the duke of Alva to a 
general engagement; his army periſhed by diſeaſes, 
ind the pope neglected to furniſh the neceffary rein- 
fortemerts; He begged to be recalled : and France 
ſtood in need of his abilities. | 


Pail II. though willing to have avoided a rup- 
ture, was no ſooner informed that Henry had vio- 
lated the truce of Vaucelles, than he determined to act 
with ſuch vigour as ſhould convince all Europe, - that 
his father had not erred in reſigning to him the reins 
of government, He immediately affembled in the 
Low Countries a body of fifty thouſand men: he ob- 
tained 4 ſupply of ten thouſand from England, which 
he had engaged, is we have ſeen, in this quarrel ; 
and not being ambitious of military fame, he gave | 
the command of his army to Emanuel Philibert, duke Me 
of Savoy, one of the greateſt generals of that warlike 
age, 
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| Tux duke of Savoy kept the enemy for a time in 40 
ter ignorance of his deſtination. At length he ſeemed 
do threaten Champagne, toward which the French drew 


all their troops; a motion which he no ſooner perceiy« 


ed than, turning ſuddenly to the right, he advanced by 


rapid marches into Picardy, and laid fiege to St. Quin. 
tin. It was deemed in that age a place of conſiderable 


ſtrength, but the fortifications had been much negleR- 


ed, and the garriſon did not amount to a fifth part of 
the number requiſite for its defence: it muſt therefore 
have ſurrendered-in a few days, if the admiral de Co- 
ligny. had not taken the gallant reſolution of throwing 
himſelf into it with ſuch a body of men as could be ſud- 


deniy collected for that purpoſe. He effected his deſign 


in ſpite of the enemy, breaking through their main bo- 


dy with ſeven hundred horſe, and two hundred foot, 


The town however was cloſely. inveſted; and the eon - 


ſtable Montmorency, anxious to extricate his nephew 


out of that perilous ſituation, in which his zeal for the 


public good had engaged him, as well as to ſave a place 


Aug. IO. 


of great importance, raſhly. advanced to its relief with 
forces one half inferior to thoſe of the enemy. His ar- 
my wascut in * and he himſelf made priſoner l. 


Tus cautious temper of lie on this occaſion, 


ſaved France from devaſtation, if not ruin. The 


duke of Savoy propoſed to overlook all inferior ob- 
jects, and march directly to Paris; of which, in its pre- 
ſent conſternation, he could not have failed to make 


himſelf maſter. But the Spaniſh monarch, afraid of the 


conſequences of ſuch a bold enterprize, deſired him to 


continue the ſiege of St. Quintin, 1a order to ſecure a 


ſafe retreat, in caſe of any. diſaſtrous event. The 


town, TI and gallantly defended by Coligny, was 


13. Thuan, lib. xix. 


at 


at 


on account of his ſucceſs ; 
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ot last taken by ftorm ; but not before France was in 
a ſtate of defence. FER | 


3 was now ſenvible he? had loft + an oppor» 
makty, that could never be recalled, of diſtreſſing his 
enemy, and contented himſelf with reducing Horn and 
Catelet ; two-pretty towns, which, together with St. 
Quintin, were the ſole fruits of one of the moſt deci- 
five-viories gained in the fixteenth century. The 
Catholic king, however, continued in high exultation, 
and as all his paſſions were 
tinged with ſuperſtition, he vowed to build a church, 
1 monaſtery and a palace, in honour of St. Lawrence, 
on the day ſacred to whoſe memory the battle of St. 
Quintin had been fought. . He accordingly laid the 
foundation of an edifice, in which all theſe buildings 


| were included, and which he continued to forward at 


raſt expence, for twenty-two years. The ſame prin- 
eiple that dictated the vow, directed the conſtruction 


of the fabric. It was ſo formed as to reſemble a grid- 


iron! —on which culinary inſtrument, according to 
the legendary tale, St. Lawrence had ſuffered martyr- 
dom . Such, my dear Philip, is the origin of the 
famous Burial, near Madrid, the rol reſidency of 
the kings af * | 


Tas canliet account of that fatal blow which F cs 
had received at St, Quintin, was carried to Rome by 
the courjer whom Henry had ſent to recall the duke 


of Guiſe. Paul. remonſtrated warmly againſt the de- | 


parture of the French army ; ; but Guiſe's orders were 
peremptory, The arrogant pontiff therefore found it 
necellary to accommodate his conduct to the exigenc 

M his affairs, and to employ the mediation of the Ve- 


th Colmenar. Annal. 7 Eſdoyn. tom. ii, 
Ff 3 


netians, 
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PARTI, netians,- and of Coſmo of Medicis, in order to obtain 
oor Dan, peace from Spain. The firſt overtuxes to this purpoſe 


THE HISTORY OP 


were eagerly liftened to by the Catholic king, who ſtill 


_ doubted the juſtice of his cauſe, and confidered it as his 
- greateſt misfortune to be abliged to contend with the 


pope: Paul agreed to renounce his league with France; 
and Philip ſtipulated on his part, that the duke of Alva 
ſhould repair in perſon to Rame, and after aſking 
pardon. of the Holy Father in his own. name, and in 


* that af his. maſter, for having invaded the patrimony 


ef the church, ſhould receive abſolution from that 
crime ! Thus the pape, through the ſuperſtitious ti, 
midity of Philip, not only finiſhed an unpropitious 
war without any detriment to the apoſtolie ſee, but 
faw his: conqueror humbled at his ſeet: and ſo exceſ- 
five was the veneration of the Spaniards in that ago 
for the papal character, that the duke of Alva, the 


proudeſt man perhaps of bis time, and accuſtomed 


from his infancy to converſe with princes, acknow- 


ledged that when he approached Paul, he was ſo much 
ever-awed, that his voice failed, we: cog . of 
7 8 forſook him u. 


2 10 AI. 


Bur although this war; which at its commencement 
threatened mighty revolutions, was terminated with- 
out occafioning any alteration in thoſe ſtates which 
were its immediate object, it produced effects of con- 


fderdbte conſtquence in other parts of Italy. Ia order 


to detich, Octavio Farneſe, duke of Parma, from the 


| French intereſt, Philip reſtored to him the city of 


Placentia and its territory, which had been ſeized, as 
we have ſcen, by Charles V. And he granted to Coſ- 
wo of Medicis the inveſtiture of Siena, as an equiyz- 


T5. Pallav. lib. xiii, TI 
gg > | len 
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ent for the ſums due to him 15,” By theſe treaties the 
belaner of power among the Italian ſtates was poiſ- 
ed more equally, and rendered leſs variable, thati it 
had been fince it received the firſt violent ſhock from 


the invafion of Charles VIII“ and Italy henceforth | 


ceiſed tö be the theatre on which the ſovereigns of 
Spain, France, and Germany, contended for fame 
and dominion. Their hoſtilities, excited by neu ob- 
fas, ſtained other regions of Europe with blodd, 
and made Sher ſtates feel, i in . A legs ela- 
ties of War. e ante; 

ee: das 2202 1 
Ta duke of Guiſe, who left Rome the fame day 
that his adverſary the duke of Alva made his humili- 
ating ſubtniffion'to the pope, was received in France 48 
the guardian angel of the kingdom. He was appoint- 
i commander in chief, with a juriſdiction almoſt un- 
mite; and, eager to juſtify the extraordinary con- 
fidence which the king had repoſed in him, as well as 
to perform ſomething ſuitable to the high expectations 
of his countrymen, he undertook the hea of Calais. 
The extraordinary ſucceſs of that enterprize, and its 
different effects upon the Engliſh and French nations, 
we have already had occaſion to obſerve, Guiſe 
next inveſted Thionville, in the duchy of Luxem- 
bourg, one of the ſtrongeſt towns on the ſtontier of 
the Netherlands, and forced it to capitulme: after a 
ſiege of three weeks. But the advantages in this 
quarter were more than balanced by an event which 
happened in another part of the Lo Countries. The 
Mareſchat de Termes; governor of Calais, who had 
penetrated into Flandersg and taken Dunkirk, was to- 
tally routed near Graveli nes, and taken priſoner by 
woe: 3 7. nne Werren duke of 
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APART, r. Su to,relinquiſh, alh his other ſchemes, and haſſen 
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to che frontiers of Picardy, that he might there. op- 
poſe the progreſs Abe eke 1 rt rye a yrs at 
. Noi 3615 +10 rd 19 DSP r i 44 

Tus eyes of Fi rance were now. anxiopſly, turned 1. 
Ward the operations of a general on. whole arms vie- 


tory had always attended, and in whoſe condyct, as well 


az good fortune, his countrymen could confide in every. 


danger, Guiſc“ s ſtrength, was nearly equal to that of 
the e duke: of Savoy, each commanding. about forty 
thouſand men. They encamped at the diſtance of a 
few leagues from one another; and the French and 

Spaniſh monarchs: having joined their, reſpeRive-ar. 
mies, it as expected that, after the viciſſitudes of 
War, à fignal victory would at laſt determine which 
of the. rivals ſhould, take the aſcendant For: the future 
inthe affairs. of Europe. But both monarchs, as if by 
agreement, ſtood on the defenſive ; neither of them 
n any inclination, . nl had. it in hit 


„„ #4 


tance an the. iſfue os a date battle. 

c31-1206* Wien d: f 
_ DuRING this tate; of 2 prend . to be 
meniioned in each camp, and both Henry and Philip 


diſcovered an equal diſpoſition to liſten to any over- 


ture ihat tended to te · eſtabliſn it. The private incli- 
nations of both kings: concurred with their political 
Anzereſts-gnd: the withes of their people. Philip lan- 


guiſhed torreturn-to-Spaip, the place of his nativity; 


and peace only could enable him, either with decency 
or ſafety, to quit the Low Couatries. ; Heory was no 
leſa deſirous of being freed from the avocations of war, 
that he might bave leiſure to turn the whole force of 
his goverument to the ſuppreſſing of the opinions of the 
reformers, which were f with ſuch rapidity in 

F | | Paris 
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Paris and the other great towns, that the proteſtants be. 2 
gan to gro formidable to the eftabliſhed church. CW 


Court intrigues.conſpiredwith theſe public and avowed K D. 1558. 


motives to haſten the - negociation, and the abbey of 
Cercamp was fixed on as the place of congreſs “. 


Wut Philip and Henry were making theſe ad- 
yarces toward a treaty, which reſtored tranquillity ta 
Europe, Charles V. whoſe ambition had ſo long diſturb- 
ed it, but who had been for ſome time dead to all ſuch 
purſuits, ended his days inthe monaſtery of St. Juſtus, 
in Eſtramadura, which he had choſen as the place of his 


tetreat. It was ſeated in a valley of no great extent, 


vatered by a ſmall brook, and ſurrounded by riſing 
grounds, covered with lofty trees. In this ſolitude 
Charles lived on a plan that would have ſuited a pri- 
rate gentleman. of moderate fortune, His table was 
plain, his domeſtics few, and his intercourſe with them 
familiar, Sometimes he cultivated the plants in his 
garden with his own hands, ſometimes rode out to the 
neighbouring wood on a little horſe, the only one 
which he kept, attended by a fingle ſervant on foot: 
and when his infirmities deprived him of theſe more 


ative recreations, he admitted a few gentlemen, who 


refided near the monaſtery, to viſit him, and entertain- 
ed them as equals; or he employed himſelf in ſtudy- 
ing the principles, and in framing curious works of 
mechaniſm, of which he had always been remarkably 
fond, and to which his genius was peculiarly turned, 
But however he was engaged, or whatever might be 


i / 15 0 


the ſtate of his health, he always ſet apart a conſider- 


able portion of his time for religious exerciſes, re- 


gularly attending divine ſervice in the chapel of the 


monaſtery, morning and evening. 


18. Robertſun, Ai. Charles V. book xii, ; 
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lx tlms manner, not unbecoming a man . 
12—— from the affairs of the world, did Charts; 


5275 1558. paſs his time in retirement. But ſome months be fore his 


Heatb, the gout, after à longer intermiſſion than 
uſual, returned with a propertionatincreaſe of vio- 
lence, and enfeebled both his body and mind to ſuch 
aldegree, as to leave no traces of that ſound and maſ- 
suline underſtanding! which had diſtinguiſhed him 
among his cotemporaries. He ſunk into a deep me- 
lancholy. An illiberal and timid ſuperſtition depreſſed 
bis ſpirit. He loſt all ref for amuſements of every 
kind; and defired: no other company but that of 


monks. With them he chanted the hymns in the 


Miſſal, and conformed: to all the rigours of monaſtie 
life, tearing his body with a whip; as an expiation for 
his ſms ! Not "ſatisfied with theſe acts of mortifica- 
tion, and anxious to merit the favour of Heaven by 
fome new and ſingular inſtance of piety, he refolved 
to celebrate his own obſequies. His tomb was ac- 
cordingly erected in the chapel of the monaſtery : 

his attendatits walked thither in funeral proceſſion, 
Charles followed them in his ſhroud, He was laid in 


His cbffin, and 'the fervice of the dead was chanted 


over him; he himfelfj Joining in the prayers that were 
pui up for the repoſe of his foul,” and mingling his 
teirs with thoſe which His attendants ſhed, as if they 
had beer! celebrativg * a real funeral © 4 da 


"Je od yt 


Tur doxeing length of this Ge 0 or the aw · 


925 ful ſentiments which it infpired, threw Charles into a 


fover,” of which he died in the fifty-ningh year of his 


ago. His enterprizes ſpeak his moſt Moguine pane- 


Syrie, and his hiſtory forms his higheft'charaRer. As 
to prince ever governed ſo extenſive an empire, in- 


19. zung Fit, de Cortr dee 3 
cluding 
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iy duiog; his American dominions, none ſeems ever to LETTER. 
dez haye been endowed with a ſuperior capacity for ſway. 2 

; His abilities as a ſtateſman, and even as a general, A. D. 1558. 
jan were of the firſt claſs; and he poſſeſſed in the moſt 

io. eminent degree, along with indefatigable induftry, 

ch the ſcience which is of the greateſt importance to a 

af. monayeh, that of diſcerning the characters of men, 


im and of adapting their talents to the various depart- . == 
ic. WT ments in which they are to be employed. But, un- ne 
led fortunately for the reputation of Charles, his inſati- . 4 
iry able ambition, which kept himſelf, his neighbours, 14 


of and his ſubjects in perpetual inquietude, not only 170 
the fruſtrated the chief end of government, the felicity 


tie of the nations' committed to his care, but obliged 


for him to have recourſe to low artifices, unbecoming his : 10 ö 
ba. exalted ſtation; and led him into ſuch deviations from in- 4 
by tegrity, as were unworthy of a great prince. This inſi- i} | 
ed dious policy, in itſelf ſufficiently deteſtable, was render- 1 N 
te- ed ſtill more edious by a compariſon with the open and . 
5: undefigning character of F rancis I. and ſerved, by way IJ Wi | 
n. of contraſt, to turn on the French monarch a degree of —_— 
in admiration, to which neither his own talents nor his : f 7 
ed virtues as a ſovereign ſeem to have entitled him. | 0 
Te | 
bis Berore Charles left the Low Countries, he made 

65 a ſecond attempt to induce his brother Ferdinand to 


give up his title to the imperial throne to Philip II. 

and to accept the inveſtiture of ſome provinces, either 
v. in Italy or the Netherlands, as an equivalent. But 
a finding Ferdinand inflexible on that point, he deſiſted 
Is finally from his ſcheme, and reſigned to him the go- 
e- yernment af the empire. The electors made no hefi- 
As tation in recognizing the king of the Romans, whom 
n- they put in poſſeſſion of all the enſigns of the imperial 

Ogaity, as foon as the deed of refignation was pre- 
8 | | ſented 
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. ſented to them; but Paul IV. whoſe lofty ideas of the 


T. papal prerogative. neither experience nor diſappoint- 


ments could moderate, refuſed to confirm the choice 
of the diet. He pretended that it belonged: alone to 
the pope, from whom, as vicegerent of Chriſt, the 


imperial power was derived, to nominate a perſon to 


| the vacant. throne :. and this arrogance and obſtinacy 


be maintained during his whole pontificate. Ferdi - 


nand * however, did not on the * n as 
WER, 2 | | 


_ after the death of Charles V. Mirg of England 


ended ber ſhort and inglorious reign, and her ſiſter 
Elizabeth, as we have already ſeen, ſucceeded to the 


throne, to the general joy of the nation, notwithſtand, 
ing ſome ſuppoſed defects in her title. Henry and 
Philip. beheld Elizabeth's elevation with equal ſolici- 
tude; and equally ſenſible of the importance of gain 
ing her favour, both ſet themſelves with emulation to 
court it. Henry endeavoured, by the warmeſt ex- 
preſſions of regard and friendſhip, to detach her from 
the Spaniſh alliance, and to engage her to conſent to 


2 a ſeparate peace with him; while Philip, unwilling 


to loſe his connection with England, not only, vied 
with Henry in declarations. of eſteem for Elizabeth, 
and in profeſſions of, his reſolution to cultivate the 
ſtricteſt amity with her, but, in order to confirm and 
perpetuate their union, be offered himſelf to her in 


marriage, and undertook to procure a diſpenſatiog 
from the pope for that purpoſe. 


"Erizanare A's the ease of the two mo- 
narchs with that provident diſcernment of her true in- 
tereſt which was conſpicuous in all ber deliberations; 
and although ſecretly determined to yield to the ſd- 

licitations 
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citations of neither, ſhe continued for a time to a+ IErreEn 


muſe both. By this happy artifice, as well as by the 
prudence with which ſhe at firft concealed her inten- 
tions concerning religion, the young queen ſo far 
oained upon Philip, that he warmly eſpouſed her inte- 
reſt. in the conferences at Cercamp, and afterwards at 
Chateau Cambrefis, whither they were removed. The 
earneſtneſs, however, with which he ſeconded the ar- 
guments of the Engliſh plenipotentiaries began to re- 
lax in proportion as his proſpect of eſpouſing the queen 
became more diſtant; and the vigorous meaſures 


LXIUI. 


AD. 1559. 


that Elizabeth took, as ſoon as ſhe found herſelf firmly 


ſeated on the hides; not only for overturning all that 
her ſiſter had done in favour of popery, but for eſta- 
bliſhing the proteſtant church on a ſure foundation, 
convinced Philip, that his hopes of an union with her 
lad been from the beginning vain, and were now def- 
perate. - Henceforth decorum alone made him preſerve 
the appearance of interpoſing in her favour. Eliza- 
beth, who expected ſuch an alteration in his conduct, 


quickly perceived it. But, as peace was neceſſary to 


her, inſtead of reſenting this coolneſs, ſhe became more 


moderate in her demands, in order to preſerve the fee- 
ble tie by which ſhe was ſtill united to him; and Phi- 


lp, that he might not ſeem to have abandoned the 
Engliſh queen, infiſted, that the treaty of peace be- 


tween Henry and Elizabeth ſhould be concluded in 


form, before that n F rance and Spain *. 


Tax monty between Henry and Elizabeth commune" 
no article of importance, except that which reſpected 
Calais. It was ſtipulated that the king of France 
ſhould. retain poſſeſſion of that town, with all its de- 


e, during eight years, at the expiration of 


= Strype's Annals vol. i. Forber's fil ri, vol. i. ü 
| which 
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. PART 1 which term he ſhould reſtore it to England. But 20 
IS = force or this ſtipulation was made to depend on 
izabeth's preſerving inviolate, during the ſams 
number of years, the peace both with France and Scot. 
land, all men of diſcernment ſaw, that it was but à de. 
cent pretext for abandoning Calais; and; inftead of 
blaming her; they applauded her wiſdom, in 28 
what wer not va 


Tat kent which Wabnsbeese) Ay in 
coder to facilitate the concluſion of peace between 
France and Spain, was the negociatipg two treaties 
of marriage; one between Elizabeth, Henry's eldeſt 
daughter, and Philip IT. the other between Margaret, 
Henty's only fifter, and the duke of Savoy. The 
prineipal articles of the treaty of peace were, That all 
conqueſts made by either party, 6n this fide of the Alps, 

fince the commencement of the war in 1551, ſhould be 
mutually reſtored ; that the duchy of Savoy, the prin- 
|, cipality of Piedmont, the county of Breſſe, and all 
= the other territories formerly ſubject to the dukes of 
Savoy, ſhould be reſtored to Emanuel Philibert, im- 
mediately after the celebration of his marriage with 
Margaret of France, (a few towns excepted, which 
Henry ſhould retain, till his claims on that prince were 

_ decided in a court of law); that the French king ſhould 
immediately evacuate all*the places which he held in 
the duchy of Tuſcany and the territory of Siena, and 
renounce all future pretenſions to them; that he ſhould 
receive the Genoeſe into favour, and give up to them the 
towtis which he had conquered in the iſland of Corſica. 
But he was allowed to keep poſſeſſion of Metz, Toul, and 
Verdun, becauſe Philip had little at heart the intereſts 
of his uncle Ferdinand. All paſt tranſactions, either 
of princes or ſubjects, it was agreed ſhould be buried 
. t Eons * in 
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in oblivion **. Thus the great cauſes of diſcord, that 


had ſo long embroiled the powerful monarchs of , LXIL | . 
France and Spain, ſeemed to be wholly removed, or &. D. 2539. he 
finally terminated by this famous treaty, which re- 11 | 
tftabliſhed peace in Europe; almoſt every prince and 3d 
tte in Chriſtendom, being comprehended in the ia 
treaty of Chateau Cambrefis, as allies either of Hen- ; : | 
ty or of Philip. VV 61 
Axon theſe contracting powers were included the 44 
kings of Denmark, Sweden, and Poland. This 8! 


tircomftance naturally leads us to caſt an eye on thoſe 


Huntries, which we have not for ſome time had an 


opportunity of "noticing, as they had no connexion 
with the general affairs of the continent. Meantime 
[ muſt obſerve, for the ſake of perſpicuity, that Hen- 
ry II. being Killed in a tournament, while celebrating 
the eſpouſals of his ſiſter with the duke of Savoy, his 
ſon, Francis IT. a weak prince, and under age, already 
married to the queen of Scots, ſucceeded to the crown 
of France. A few weeks after, Paul IV. ended his vio- 
ſent and imperious pontificate : —and thus, as a learned 
hiſtorian obſerves , all the perſonages who had long 


ſuſtained the principal characters on the great theatre 


of Europe diſappeared at the ſame time. 


Ar chis * my dear Philip, a more known period 


of hiſtory opens. Other actors appeared on the ſtage, 
with different views and paſſions; new conteſts aroſe; 


and new fchemes of ambition, as we ſhall have occa- 
on to ſee, occupied and diſquieted mankind. — But 


before we enter on that period, we muſt take a view of 


the ſtare of the North. 


21. Recucil der Traitez, vol. ii. 22. Robertſon, H. Charter V. bock xii. 
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3 Dinnanny 2 * e the Union 


of. thoſe Kingdoms under MancaretT/WALDEM as, 
 ſurnamed the SEMIR AMIS of the NORTH, to the Death 
of GusTavus Vasa; together with an Account of the 

State of Rus814, Por. AND, and PRUSSIA, in the 
ae . | 71 


THE kingdoms of the north of "8M ther great 
ſore-houſe of nations, I have hitherto chiefly 
confidered as dependencies on the German empire, 
to which they long continued to pay ſome degree of 


bomage. In what manner they were ſubjected to that 


bomage, we have already had occaſion to obſerve, and 
alſo to notice the union of Sweden, Denmark, and 
Norway, the ancient Scandinavia, under Margarct 


Waldemar, ſurnamed the Semiramis of the North. 


| Manoanet was » daighter of Waldemar III. king 


: of Denmark. She had been married to Hacquin, 


4. D. 1388. 


king of Norway, and ſon of Magnus III. kiog of 
Sweden. On the death of her fon Olaus, the 
laſt male heir of the three northern crowns, (which 
were, however, more eleQiye than hereditary) ſhe 
ſucceeded, by the confent of the ftates, to the 
Daniſh throne ſoon after. She was elected queen 
of Norway, which ſhe had governed as regent; and 
the Swedes being oppreſſed by Albert of Mecklen- 


burg, whom they had choſen king, made Marga- 


ret a ſolemn tender of their crown. She marched to 


their affiſtance, expelled _— 1 2 the 


reins 5 government *. 


1. Puſfend, Poztan. 
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fed. 
ed upon her head, than ſhe laboured to render their 
nion perpetual, For this purpoſe, after taking pre- 
paratory meaſures, ſhe convoked the ſtates of all the 
three. kingdoms to meet at Calmar; where it was 
eſtabliſhed as a fundamental law of the whole, that 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, ſhould thenceforth 
have but one and the ſame ſovereign, who ſhould be 


then approved by the other two; that each nation 
ſhould retain its own laws, 8 privileges, and 
dignities ; and that the natives of one kingdom ſhould 
not be raiſed to poſts of honour or profit in another, 
but ſhould be reputed foreigners ad: in their own 
nn 15 


— 


Bor this union, ſeemingly ſo well calculated for the 
tranquillity as well as ſecurity of the North, proved 
te ſource of much diſcontent, and of many barbarous 


zin. The national antipathy between the Swedes and 


Datos, now heightened by national jealouſy, was with 
dikeWty reſtrained by the vigorous adminiſtration of 
Margaret, whoſe partiality to the natives of Dea- 
mark is ſaid to have been but too evident; - and under 
ter ſueceflor Eric, Kill more unjuſtly pate to the 
Danes, | the Swedes. openly revolted, chuſing their 
mand-marſhal, Charles Canu:ſon, deſcended from 
te illuſtrious family of Bonde, which had formerly 
zen kings to Sweden, firſt regent, and afterwards 
ling. The Swedes, however, returned to their al- 
epiance under Chriſtian I, of Denmark. But they 
gin revolted from the ſame prince; again rene wed 


2. MeurCl. lib. v. 


* 
* 
* 
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MARGARE T's ambition, however, was not yet ſatis. LETTER 
The three northern growns were no ſooner ſeat- 1 


A. D. 1 397. 


choſen ſucceſſively by each of theſe kingdoms, and 


A. D. 1442s 


Ugo 
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volted a third time; and were finally ſabued by x 
arms of Chriſtian II. who reduced W the con- 
dition of a conqueted people: 


Tax HrtumRances of this laſt dertlötsch are ſuf. 
ficiently fingular to merit our attention; and tlie 
conſequences, by which it was Tollewed, render A te 


Tax Swedes, on revolting from Chriſtian I. had 
conferred the adminiftration of the kingdom on Steen 
Sture, whoſe ſon, of the ſame natne, ſucceeded hin 
in the regency. The authority of young Sture wa 
acknowledged by the body of the nation, but diſputed 
by Guſtavus Trolle, archbiſhop of Upſal, and pri- 
mate of Sweden, whoſe father. had been a competi- 5 
tor for the adminiſtration, and whom Chriſtian Il. of 


Sa f_=©, = rt wr wh of 


Denmark had brought over to his intereft. 'Beſieget 0 
in his caſtle of Stecka, and obliged to ſutrender, not- 1 
withſtanding the interpoſition of the Daniſh monatch, WI k. 
the archbiſhop was degraded by the diet, and deprived * 
of all his benefices. In his diſtreſs he applied to Leo 57 
X. Who excommutiicated the regent and his adhe- 11 
tents, committing the execution of the bull to the 157 
king of Denmark. Purſuant to this decree, the Ne. Cl 
70 of the North, us Chriftian II. is deſervedly called, # 
invaded Sweden with a powerful army; » but being ba 
worſted in a great battle, he pretended to treat, and 1. 
offered to go in perſon to Stockholm, i in order'to con | 
fer with the regent, provided fix hoſtages were ſent oy 
as a pledge of his ſafety. The'propofal was accept 3 
ed: and ſix of the firſt nobility (among whom w ys 
3. Vertot, | Revolut. Sed, | cure 
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„ Guftivus Vaſe, grand-nephew to king Canutſon 


e were put on board the Daniſh fleet. Theſe hoftages - 
- Chtiffian carried priſvners to Denmark. Next year, 4. D. 19566 


ke returned with a more formidable armament, and 
itivaded Weſt Gothland ; where Steen Sture adbanc- 
f.W to give him battle, fell into an ambuſcade, and 
ne ftedeived a wound, which proved mortal. The Swe⸗ 


e- dm army, left withbut a hend, firſt treated, and a- 


terwards diſperſed. The fenate was divided about the 
choice, of a new regent, and the conqueror allowed 
Wl dem ao leifüre to deliberate, He immediately 
en marched toward the capital, waſting every thing be- 
im WM fore him With fire and word. Stockholm ſurrtnders 
d ed; and Guſtavus Trolte, refuming his archiepiſcopal 


tel A function, crowhied Chriſtian king of Sweden, 
3 Tuts coronation was followed by one of the moſt 
» 0 


tragical ſcenes in the hiftory of the human race; 
gl Chriſtian, affe&ing clemency, went to the cathedral, 
and ſwote that he would govern Sweden; not with the 
Tevere hand of a conqueror, but with the mild and 
«1 beneficent diſpoſition of a prince raiſed to the throne 
Leo by the uni verſal voice of the people; after which he 
invited the ſenators and grandees to a ſumptuous en- 
tertainmerit, chat laſted for three days. Meanwhile 
plot was formed for extirpating the Swediſh nobili- 
ty. Oh the laſt day of the feaſt, in order to afford 


Trolle reminded the king, that though his majeſty, 
by a general amneſty, had pardoned all paſt offences, 
10 ſatisfaQtion had yet been given to the pope, and 
demanded juſtice in the name of his Holineſs, The 
hall was immediately filled with armed men, who ſe- 
cured the gueſts; the primate proceeded againſt them 
u heretics; a ſcaffold was erected before the palace · 
* 8862 gate; 


). errER 
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lite pretext for the intended maſſacre, archbiſhop | 
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 £PaRT1. gate; and ninety · four perſons of diſtinction, among 


— 
A. 12 . 


. 


whom was Eric Vaſa, father of the celebrated Guſla- 
vus, were publicly executed for defending the liber- 


| ties of their country. Other barbarities ſucceeded to 


theſe: the rage of the ſoldiery was let looſe againſt the 


citizens, who. were. butchered without, mercy ; and the 


body of the late regent was dug from the grave, ex- 
poſed. on a gibbet, . quartered, and nailed 1 in dif- 
e parts of the e ** 3 


7 Sweden ſoon found: a 1 and an avenger, 


— 4 Vaſa had eſcaped from his priſon: i in Den- 


mark, and concealed. himſelf, in the babit of a peaſant, 
among the mountains of Dalecarlia, There, deſerted 
by his ſole companion and guide, who carried off his 
little treaſure; bewildered, deſtitute of every neceſſary, 


and ready to periſh of hunger, he entered himſelf among 


the miners, and worked under ground for bread, with- 
out relinquiſhing the hope of one day IE: nding the 
throne of Sweden. Again emerging to light, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed among the Dalecarlians by his lofty mien, 
and by the ſtrength and agility of his body, he had ac- 
quired A conſiderable degree of aſcendency over them, 
before they were acquainted with his rank. He made 
himſelf known to them at their annual feaft, and exhort- 
ed them to aſſiſt him i in recovering the liberties of their 
country. They liſtened to him with, admiration: they 


were all rage againſt their oppreflars ; but they did not 


reſolve to join him, till ſome of the old men among 


them obſerved (ſo inconfiderable often are the cauſes of 


the greateſt events!) that the wind had blown directly 
from the north, from the moment that Guſtavus be- 
"gan to ſpeak. This they conſidered. .: as an inseln 
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ſign of tlie approbation of Heaven, and an S to 
take up arms under the banners of the hero: they al- 
ready ſaw the wreath of victory on his brow, and beg- 
ged to be led againſt the enemy. Guſtavus: did not 


ſuffer their ardour to cool. He immediately attacked 


the governor of the province in his caſtle, took it by 
aſault, and ſacrificed the Daniſh: garriſon, to the juſt: 


vengeance of the Dalecarlians. Like animals that 


have taſted the blood of their prey, they were now 


furious, and fit for any deſperate enterprize. Guſta- 
ws every where ſaw himſelf- victorious, and gained 
partizans in all corners of the kingdom. Every thing 


yielded to his valour and good fortune. His popula- 


rity daily increaſed. He was firſt Role regent, and. A. P. 1523, 


. ER of a $ 


— 


l Chriftian II. bocgthe obnoxious by 
his tyrannies even to his Daniſh ſubjects, was de- 
graded from the throne. The inhabitants of Jutland 
firſt renounced his authority. They deputed Munce, 


their chief juſtice, to ſignify to the tyrant the ſen-" 


tence of depoſition. * My name,” ſaid Munce, glo- 
ning in the dangerous commiſſion, ** ought to be 


# written over the gates of all wicked Princes !” and 


i ought certainly to be tranſmitted to poſterity, as a 


warning to both kings and inferior magiſtrates, of the 


danger of abuſing power. The whole kingdom of 


Denmark acquieſced in the decree; and Chriſfian, 


lated even by his own officers, and not daring to truſt 


ny one, retired into the Low Countries, the heredi- 


tary dominions of his brother-in-law, Charles” V. 
male aſfiſtance he had long W in 1 1 


5. Loccen, Puffend. Vertot, 6. bid. 
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 Fxrzpero duke of Holſtein, Chriſtian's uncle, 


LD was elected king of Denmark and Norway. He af. 


© pired alſo to the ſovereignty of Sweden; but finding 


Guſtavus firmly ſeated on the throne of that kingdom, 
he laid aſide his claim. Frederic afterwards entered 


into an alliance with Guſtavus and the Hanſe- towns, 
againſt the depoſed king, Chriſtian II. who, after ſe. 


veral unſucceſsful attempts to recover his erown, died 


4. D. 1533. 


4. p. t 337. 


in «Rog 12a fate too Wenn 81 ſo dance a tyrant, 


| Danpanze-1 was biboocded d in the Daniſh throne by 
his ſon, Chriſtian III. one of the moſt prudent and 
proſperous . princes of his age. He eſtabliſhed the 
Proteſtant religion at the ſame time in Denmark and 
Norway, in imitation of the example of Guſtavus 


who had already introduced it into Sweden. The 


doctrines of Luther had, ſpread themſelves over both 
kingdoms, and both princes ſaw the advantage of re- 


trenching the exorbitant power of the clergy. Chriſ- 


tian died in 1 558, and Guſtayus, i in 1560, leaving be- 
hind WAG the gloriogs character of a patriot arch He 


enn 


wiſe 29. 3 and. the liberality of his bold ood inde- 
pendent. ſpirit, by making bim ſuperior to vulgar pre- 


Juices, enabled him to break the fetters of prieſtly 


FL.ranny, and enfranchiſe * minds as, well as the 
babes his engtegan. | 


"Muy ee and, Sweden were x thus rifing to, 


diffinQian, Ruſſia remained, buried, in that barbariſm, 
and obſcurity, from which it was called about the be- 


- ginning of the preſent century, by the creative genius 


of Petex the, arent who made his country known and 


i + 3.41 4 Þ [ 7: Vertot, . 
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patriots and of heroes, however rude or unenlightened, 
ought to be tranſmitted to poſterity, John Baſilo- 
witz I. great-duke of Muſcovy, threw-off the yoke of 
the Tartars, to whom Ruſſia had been long tributary ; 
expelled the. Tartar. officers. from Moſcow; invaded 
their territories ; made himſelf maſter of Novogorod, 
and alſo of Caſſan, where he was crowned with the 
diadem of that-country ; and aſſumed the title of-czar, 
which in the Sclavonian language ſignifies king or 
emperor. To theſe acquiſitions his grandſon, John 
Baſilowitz II. added Aftracan, and alſo. Siberia, hi- 
therto as little known to the Ruſſians as Mexico was 
ts the Spaniards; before the expedition of Cortez, and 
as eaſily conquered: This prince ſent ambaſſadors 
to the court of England, and concluded a treaty of 
commerce with Elizabeth ?; Richard Chancellor, an 


Engliſly navigator, having. diſcovered, ſome, years be- 


fore, by doubling the North Cape, the port of 4 
1 in che river Dwina. 


383 ſtill a, ſcene of anarchy, began to be of 
ſome conſideration in the North, after the race of the 
Jagellons came to the throne, and united Lithuania 
to that kingdom. Though the crown is, cleQiye, the 
ſucceſſion continued uninterrupted in the ſame family 
for almoſt two hundred years, and Sigiſmund I, co-- 
temporary with Charles V. was eſteemed a great 
prince . But while the moſt inconſiderate of the no- 
bles, by the word veto can prevent the enacting of the 
moſt ſalutary law; and while the great body of the 
people remain in a ſtate of ſlavery, Poland can never 
obtain any rank among civilized nations.—So true it is, 
my dear Philip, that the charaQer of a people, their 


87 Petreius. Camden. 9. Flor. Polon. 


455 
formidable to the reſt of Europe. But the names of LRTTERR 


LXVI. 


A. D. 2470. 


A. D. 1569. 


2 G4 virtue, 


as 


A. D. 1582, 


THE HISTORY OF 


| [PART 7. virtue, their genius, and their induſtry, depend chiefly 
— ontheir civil and palitical inſtitutions ! | 


| 3 which has lately made ſo great a figure 
in the affairs of Europe, was only erected into a king. 
dom in the year 1700, It was originally conquered 
from the Pagans of the North, by the knights of the 
Teutonic order, who held it upwards of there hundred 


years. At laſt Albert, margrave of Brandenhyrgh, 


grand-maſter of the order, embracing the doctrines 
of Luther, and willing to aggrandiſe himſelf at the 


expence of the knights, agreed to ſhare Pruſſia with 


his uncle, Sigiſmund I. king of Poland, on condition 
of paying homage for the protection of that crown, 
The propoſal was accepted. Albert took the title of 
duke in his new territory; hence the preſent kingdom 


is called Ducal Pruſſia, and that part in the poſſeſſion 


of Poland, and on the weſtern hide of the Viſtula, 
Regal Pruſſia 15. 


The future tranſactions of the kingdoms of Hun- 


gary and Bohemia, I ſhall have occaſion to relate, as 


formerly, in treating of the affairs of the empire aud 
the houſe of Auſtria. More intereſting _ at 
4 7550 claim our attention. | | 


| 20. Mem. a tom. i, 
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LETTER LXV. | 


ac Kenan and Faaxce, from * Peace 
of CHATEAU-CAMBRESIS, in 1559, to the Death of 


Francais II. and the Return of MARY .. of 
Scors to her natiue Kingdom. 


1 


HE treaty of Chateau-Cambreſis, my dear Phi- 
lip, though it re-eſtabliſhed peace, by ſettling the 


laſting tranquillity, to Europe. The Proteſtant opi- 
nions had already .made conſiderable progreſs both in 
France and the Low Countries, and Philip and Hen- 
ry were equally reſolved to extirpate hereſy through, 
out their dominions. The horrors of the inquiſition 

long familiar to Spain, were not only increaſed in that 

kingdom, but extended to Italy aud the Netherlands ; 
and although the premature death of Henry II. ſuſs 
pended for a while the rage of perſecution in France, 


other cauſes of diſcord aroſe, and religion was made 


uſe of by each party, to Kent the flames of civil 
wo ; 


| A NEW ſource of diſcord alſo aroſe between France 
and England. The princes of Lorrain, the ambitious 
family of Guiſe, whoſe credit had long been great at 
the French court, and who had negociated the mar- 
rage between the dauphin, now Francis II. and their 
niece the queen of Scots, extended ſtill farther their 
ambitious views. No leſs able than aſpiring, they 
had governed both the king and kingdom, ſince the 
acceſſion of the young and feeble Fr rancis. But they 


I, — Cabrera. Davila. | 
7 had 


| LXV. 
claims of the contending powers, by no means ſecured . 
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Frous of the WW _ envious of the pawer 
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had many enemies. Catharine of Medicis the queen, 


perfidy to accompliſh: her ends; the two princes of the 
blood, Anthony de Bourbon king of Navarre, and his 

drother Lewis prince of Conde, beſides the conſtable 
Montmorency and bis powerful family, were alike de. 


of the Guiſes 


I order to acquire this power, the duke of Guiſe 
and his fiye brothers, the cardinal of Lorrain, the 


duke of Aumale, the cardinal'of Guiſe, the marquis 


of Elbeuf, and the Grand Prior, men no leſs ambi- 
tious than himſelf, had not only employed the great- 
eſt military, and political talents, but to all the arts of 
inſinuation and addreſs. had added thoſe of intrigue 
and diſſimulation. In negociating the marriage be- 
tween their niece, Mary Stuart, and the dauphin, 
theſe. artful princes, while they prevailed on the 
French court to grant the Scottiſh nation every ſe- 
curity for. the independency of that crown, engaged 
the:young queen. of Scots to ſubſcribe privately three 
deeds, by which, failing the heirs of her own body, 
ſhe conferred the kingdom of Scotland, with whatever 


| inheritance or ſucceſſion might accrue to it, in free gift 


upon-the-crown of France; declaring any deed which 
her ſubjects had, or might eure from her to the con- 
1 to bo vo andiof no obligation *, 


By the ſucceſſion mentioned in theſe deeds, the 
crown of England ſeems to have been meant; for no 
ſdoner were the Guiſes informed of the Jeath of 
geen Mary, and the zcceſſion of her fiſter Elizabeth 


f 2. Davila, lib. i. Mezeray, tom. v. 3. Du Mont, Cop 
Diplomat. tom. v. Robertſon, Hip. Scot. book ii. 


(whoſe 


mother, a woman who ſcrupled at no violence or 
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(whoſe birth, in the opinion of every good Catholic, 
excluded her from any legal right to the throne) than 

they formed a project worthy of their ambition. In 
order to exalt ſtill higher their credit, and ſecure their 
power, they attempted to acquire alſo for France the 
ſouthern Britiſh kingdom For this purpoſe they ſo- 
licited: at Rome, and obtained a bull, declaring, Eli- 
zabeth's- birth illegitimate ;- and as the queen of Scots, 
then married to the. dauphin, was the next heir by 
blood, they perſuaded Henry IE. to permit his. ſon, 


and daughter-in-law to aſſume ws title and arms of 
England *, 


'EL1ZABEFTH complained of this «.infult; by. ber am- 
baſſador at the court of France, but could obtain only 
an evaſive anſwer. No obvious meaſure however was 
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taken, during the reign of Henry II. in ſupport of 


the claim of the queen of Scots ; but no ſooner were 
the princes of Lorrain in full poſſeſſion of the admi- 
niftration, under his ſucceſſor, Francis I. than more 
vigorous and leſs guarded counſels were adopted. 
Senſible that Scotland was the quarter whence. they 
could attack England to moſt advantage, they gave, 
as a preparatory ſtep, orders to their ſiſter, the queen- 


regent, and encouraged her by promiſes of men and: 


money, to take effectual meaſures for humbling the 


Scottiſh. malcontents, and ſuppreſſing the Proteſtant 


opinions in that kingdom ; hoping that the Engliſh 
Catholics, formidable at that time by their zeal and 
numbers, and exaſperated againſt Elizabeth, on ac- 
count 'of the change which ſhe had made in the na- 


tional religion, would riſe in ſupport of the ſucceſſion, 


of the queen of Scots, when animated by the proſpect 


of protection, and throw themſelves into the arms of 


. Robertſon, ubi ſup. Anderſon, Diplom. Scot. No. 68, and 164. 
France, 
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France, as the only power that could ſecpre to them 


their ancient worſhip, and the prongs of the Ro- 


miſh church bs; 


No firacizer to theſe violent 0 Elizabeth ſaw 
her danger, and determined to provide againſt it, 
Meanwhile the ſituation of affairs in Scotland afford. 
ed her a favourable opportunity, both of revenging 


the inſult offered to her crown, and of defeating the 


ambitious views of F rance, | © 


Tae lente was 0 advancing in Scotland, 
All the low country was deeply tinctured with the 
Proteſtant opinions; and as the converts to the new 
religion had been guilty of no violation of public 
peace ſince the murder of cardinal Beaton, whoſe 
death was partly occaſioned by private revenge, the 
queen-regent, willing to ſecure their favour, in order 
to enable her to maintain that authority which ſhe 
had found ſo much difficulty to acquire, connived 
at the progreſs of doctrines, which ſhe wanted power 
utterly to ſuppreſs. Too cautious, however, to truſt 
to this precarious indulgence for the ſafety of their 
religious principles, the heads of the Proteſtant party 


in Scotland entered priyately into a bond of aſſocia- 


tion for their mutual protection and the propagation 
of their tenets, ſtyling themſelves the Congregation of 


tbe Lord, in contradiſtinction to the eſtabliſhed church, 


which they denominated the Congregation of Satan *, 


Sven aſſociations are generally the forerunners 
of rebellion; and it appears, that the heads of the 
Congregation in Scotland, carried their views far- 


ther than a mere toleration of the new doctrines. So 


5. Forbes, vol. i, Thuan. lib, xxiv. 6. Keith, Knox. 


far 
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far they were to blame, as enemies to civil authority; LETTER 
but the violent meaſures purſued againſt their ſect, ; 

before this league was known or avowed, ſufficiently &. D. 1559. 
juſtify the aſſociation itſelf, as the reſult, of a prudent FP: 
foreſight, and a neceſſary. ſtep to ſecure the free ex- Ny. » 
erciſe of their religion. Alarmed at the progreſs of 5 
the Reformation, the popiſh clergy had attempted to | 
recover their ſinking authority by enforcing the ty- =_ 
S rannical laws againſt hereſy ; and Hamilton, the pri- $: 
mate, formerly diſtinguiſhed by his moderation, had | 
ſentenced to the flames an aged prieſt, convicted of | of 

- embracing the Proteſtant opinions 7. | 


—_ 


Tas was the laſt barbarity of the kind that the Ca- 7 
tholics had the power to exerciſe in Scotland. The | 1 0 
ſeverity. of the archbiſhop rather rouſed than intimi- 1 
dated the reformers. The Congregation now openly | 5 
folicited ſubſcriptions to their league; and not ſatisfied {720 
with new and more ſolemn promiſes of the regent's 11 
protection, they preſented a petition to her, craving an 
a reformation of the church, and of the wicked, ſcan- bt 
dalous, and deteſtable lives of the clergy. They alſo Wo 
framed a petition, which they intended to preſent to "mp 
parliament, ſoliciting ſome legal protection againſt the 7 | 
exorbitant and oppreſſive juriſdiction of the ecclefiaſe 
tical courts, They even petitioned the convocation ; 
and inſiſted that prayers ſhould be ſaid in the vulgar 
tongue, that biſhops ſhould be choſen by the gentry 
of the dioceſe, and prieſts with the conſent of the 
pariſhioners, | 
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InsTEAD of ſoothing the Proteſtants, by any pru- : | 
dent conceſſions, the convocation rejected their de- Mod 
0 mands with diſdain; and the queen-regent, who had i | 


7. Ibid. Fa 
ir Mm: | hitherto | | 
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'hitherto wiſely: temporiſed between the parties, and 
whoſe humanity and ſugutity taught her moderation, 
% having received during the firting'of this aſfembly tic 
violent commands of Her brothers, prepared to carry 
their deſpotic plan ifito execttion, cbutrary to her 
own judgment and experience. She 'pablicly ex- 


preſſed her approbation of the decrees, by hich the 
principles of che refarmers were condemned in thc 


cbhybcation, and cited the moſt eminent Proteſt 


arrow Uo appear before the council ting; Y 


Tas ovine of the Ohiggtegenbe; alarmed Hil 
not over-awed by this danger, aſſembled in great num- 
bers, agreeable to the cuſtotm of Scbtfand at that 
tine, in order to attend their paſtors to the place of 

trial ꝰ; to protect and to cbuntenaner them: and the 
1queen- "repent, drealliti the approach of fo formidable 
n boy, itapowered Erikine'of Dun, à perſon' of high 
authority with the reformiets, to alfate them, that ſhe 


would put a ſtop to the intended proceedings, provided 


they advanced no farther. They liſtened with plea- 
"ſure, and perhaps with too much etedulity, to ſo 


"pacific a propoſition : for men whoſe grievances 


oblige them to fy in the face of the civil powet, 
under whatever plauſible pretext their purpoſe may 


be (ebticeated, ſhould truſt to nothing lefs that the 


Flemnity'df a contract. The regent broke her pro- 


| "miſe, conformable to her maxim, that © the promiſes 


OI 


4 of pritices ought not to be too carefully remember- 
4 ed, nor the e eng of them exaQted, unleſs it 


. Melvil Jebb. hklakam. 


9. In conſequence of this cuſtem, originally introduced by vaffalaze 


and clanſhip, and afterwards tolerated through the feebleneſs of govern- 
ment, any perſon of eminence accuſed of a crime, was accompanied to 
the place of trial by a body of his friend: and adherents. Robertſon 


ſuits 
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{oits their own cohveniency.”” She proceeded to call 
to trial the perſom formerly ſummoned, and on their LAY, - 


eee they were = 


reerernne Nn 0. 
By this een ede forfeited 


the eſteem and'cotifidetice of the Whole nation. The 
proteſtants boldly prepared for their own defence; and 


Erikine, enraged at being made the inſtrument of de- 
ceiving his party, inftantly repaired to Perth, wl 
ther cle leaders of the Congtegation had retired, and 


inflamed che zeal of his aſſociates, by his repreſenta- 
| tors of tlie regent's inflexible reſolution to ſuppteſs 


their religion, His ardour was powerfully ſeconded 


by the Thetoric of John Knox, a preacher poſſeſſed of 


a bold and popular eloquence. Having been carried 

Rabe together with other 'perſbns 
taken in the caſtle "of St. Andrews, ſoon after the 
murder of cardinal Beaton, Knox had made his eſcape 
out of that kingdom; and, after reſiding ſometimes 
in England, ſometimes 1 in Scotland, had found it ne- 


cellary, in order to avoid the vengeance of the popilh 


clergy, to retire to Geneva. There he imbibed all 
the enthuſiaſm, and heightened the natural ferocity 
of his own character by the ſevere doctrines of Calvin, 
Who had ſucceeded Zuiaglius i in the apoſtleſhip of that 
republic, and completed its eccleſiaſtical cftabliſh- 
ment. 


. Invited home by the heads of the Proteſtant 
party in Scotland, Knox had arrived in his native 
country a few days before the trial appointed at Stir- 
ling, and immediately joined his brethren, that he 


Wucht ary with them in the common danger, as 


10. | Knoz, p ar Robertſon, book ii. 
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| PaRTL well as in ihe glory of promoting the common cauſe, 
den In the preſent ferment of men's minds, occaſioned 
owe by the regent's deceitful conduct, and the ſenſe of 


their own danger, he mounted the pulpit, and de- 
claimed with ſuch vehemence againſt the idolatry, and 
other abuſes of the church of Rome, that his audience 
were ſtrongly incited to attempt its utter ſubverſion, 
During thoſe movements of holy indignation, the in- 
diſcreet bigotry of ' a. prieſt, who, immediately after 
that violent invective, was preparing to celebrate maſs, 
and had opened all bis repoſitory of i images and re- 
liques, hurried, the enthuſiaſtic , populace into imme - 
diate action. They fell with fury upon the devout 
catholic, broke the images, tore the pictures, over- 
threw the altars, and ſcattered about the ſacred vaſes, 
They next proceeded to the, monaſteries, againſt 
which their zeal more particularly pointed its thun- 
der. Not content with expelling the monks, and de- 
facing every implement of idolatrous worſhip, as 
they termed it, they vented their rage'upon the build- 

ings which had been the receptacles of ſuch abomi- 
nation; and, in a few hours, thoſe ſuperb ner were 
almoſt level with the ground! 9 


PRO VOKED at theſe varied and others of a like 


kind, the queen-regent aſſembled an army, compoſed 
chiefly of French troops ; and being affifted by ſuch 
of the nobility as ſtill adhered to het cauſe; ſhe de- 
termined to inflict the ſevereſt vengeance on the whole 
Proteſtant party. Intelligence of her preparations, as. 
well as of the ſpirit by which ſhe was aCtuated, ſoon 
reached Perth ; and' the heads of the Ovngregation; 
who had given no countenance to the late inſurrection 
that city, would gladly have ſoothed her by the 


| an — Pp. 121. Knon, p ra7, 128. Robertſon book ii. 
; moſt 
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mot dutiful and ſubmillive addreſſes, but finding * 
inexorable, they prepared for reſiſtance, and their ad- 

herents flocked to them 1 in ſuch numbers. chat, within 
a few days they were in a condition not only to de- 
ſend the town, but tb take the field with ſuperior 
forces. Neither party, however, diſcovered much 
ſbellgation to hazard a battle, both being afraid of the 
dangerous conſequences of ſuch a trial of ſtrength; 
and through the mediation of the earl of Argyle, and 


of James Stuart, prior of St. Andrews, the young 


queen's natural brother, who, although cloſely con- 
nected with the reformers, had not yet openly deſert- 
e the regent, a treaty was concluded with the Con- 


gregation. 


as 8 
4 


In this Gekty it was Alpilited, among ole pro- 
viſions, That indemnity ſhould be granted to all per- 
ſom concerned in the late inſurre&ion, and that the 
parliament ſhould immediately be aſfembled, in order 
to'compole religious differences. Both theſe ſtipula- 
tions the queen -regent broke—by neglecting to call the 
parliament, by fining ſome of the inhabitants of Perth, 
baniſhing others, turning the magiſtrates out of office, 
and leaving a garriſon inthe town, with orders to allow 
the exerciſe of no other religion but the Roman Catho- 


le a. The Proteſtants renewed their league, and had 


gain recourſe to arms; deſpoiling, wherever, they 
turned their route, the en of their facred furni- 


ture, and Jaying the monaſteries in ruins, New trea- 


ties were concluded, and again broken, and new rava- 
ges Were FOB, on the monuments of eccleſiaſti- 


cal pride and luxury. 


| M#anywhite the egg ide had been joined 
fot only by the earl of Argyle and the prior of St. 


12. Buchanan, lib. xvi. Robertſon, book ii. 
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Andrews, but alſo by the duke of Chatelrault and his 
ſon the earl of Arran, the preſumptive. heirs of the 
crown, and had poſſeſſed themſelves of the capital, 
They now aimed at the redreſs of civil as well as re- 
ligious grievances ; requiring, as a preliminary to- 
ward ſettling the kingdom, and ſecuring its liberties, 
the immediate expulſion of the French forces out of 
Scotland. The queen-regent, ſenſible of the neceſ- 
fity of giving way to a torrent which ſhe could not 
reſiſt, amuſed them for a time with fair promiſes and 
pretended negociations ; but being reinforced with a 
thouſand foreign troops, and encouraged by the court 
of France to expect ſoon the arrival of an army ſo 
powerful as the zeal of her adverſaries, however def. 


perate, would not dare to encounter, ſhe liſtened to 


October 21. 


the raſh counſels of her brothers, and at laſt gave 
the Congregation a poſitive denial, She was not an- 
ſwerable to the confederate lords, ſhe faid, for any 
part of her conduct: nor ſhould ſhe, upon any re- 
preſentation from them, abandon meaſures which ſhe 
deemed neceſſary, or diſmiſs, forces that ſhe found 
uſeful ; ordering them, at the ſame time, on pain of 
ber Apleafare, and as they valued their allegiance, to 
diſband the troops which they had aſſembled. 


Tr1s hgughty reply to their earneſt and 3 
ſolicitations, determined the leaders of the Congrega- 
tion to take a ſtep worthy of a brave and free people. 
They aſſembled the whole body of peers, barons, and 
repreſentatives of boroughs, that adhered to their 
party; and the members of this bold convention 
(which equalled 1 in number, and exceeded in dignity, 
the uſual meetings of parliament), after examining 
the moſt delicate and important queſtion that can poſ- 


ſibly fall under the conſideration of ſubjects, * the 
; “ obedience 
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ti dbedience due to an unjuſt and oppreſſive admini- 


. firation,” gave their ſuffrage, without one diſſent- 


ing voice, for depriving Mary of Guiſe of the office 
of regent; which ſhe had exerciſed ſo much to the de- 
triment of the kingdom. 


Tun queen-dowager had already retired into Leith, 
the ſea-port of Edinburgh, which ſhe had fortified, 
and garriſoned. with French troops, and where ſhe 
daily expected new reinforcements. Leith was im- 
mediately iaveſted by the forces of the Congregation; 
but the confederate lords ſoon found, that their zeal 
had engaged them in an undertaking mach exceeded 
their ability to accompliſh. The French garriſon, 
deſpiſing the tumultuous efforts of raw. and undiſ- 


ciplined-troops, refuſed to ſurrender the town; and 


the Proteſtant leaders were neither ſufficiently Kcilful 
in the art of war, nor poſſeſſed of the artillery or ma- 
gazines neceſſary for the purpoſe of a ſiege. Nor was 
this their only misfortune ; their followers, accuſ- 
tomed to decide every quarrel by immediate action, 
were ſtrangers to the fatigues of a long campaign, 


and ſoon became impatient of the ſevere and conſtanꝭ 


duty which a fiege requires. They firſt murmured, 
then mutinied : the garriſon took advantage of their 
diſcontents; and. making a bold ſally, cut many of 
them in pieces, and obliged the reſt to abandon the 
enterprize. 


Soo after this victory, the queen-dowager received 
from France a new reinforcement of a thouſand vete- 
tan foot, and ſome troops of horſe. Theſe, together 
with a detachment from the garriſon of Leith, were 
ſent out to ſcour the country, and to pillage and lay 


13- Id. Ibid. Knox, p. 184. 
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PART _— waſte the houſes and lands of the Proteſtants, Al- 
Te, ready broken and diſpirited, and hearing that the 


marquis of Elbeuf, the queen-dowager's brother, was 
fuddenly expected with a great army, the leaders of the 
Congregation began to conſider their cauſe as deſpe- 
rate, unleſs the Lord, whoſe holy name they had af. 


fumed, ſhould miraculouſly interpoſe in their behalf. 
But whatever confidence they might place in divine 


aid, they did not negleRt human means, 


Tus Scottiſh Proteſtants, in this prefling extre- 
mity, thought themſelves excuſable in craving fo- 
teign help. They turned their eyes toward Eng- 
land, which had already ſupplied them with money, 
and reſolved to implore the affiſtance of Elizabeth to 
enable them to finiſh an undertaking, in which they 


Bad fo fatally experienced their own weakneſs; and 


as the ſympathy of religion, as well as regard to civil 


liberty, had now counterbalanced the ancient animo- 


fity againſt that ſiſter- kingdom, this meaſure was the 
reſult of inclination no leſs than of intereſt or neceſ- 


fity. Maitland of Lethington, formerly the regents 


principal ſecretary, and Robert Melvil, already ac- 


. quainted with the intrigues of courts, were therefore 


ſecretly diſpatched, as the moſt able negociators of the 
party, to ſolicit ſuccours, from the queen of Eng- 
land. 


Taz wiſe counſellors of Elizabeth did not long he- 
fitate in agreeing to a requeſt, which correſponded fo 
perfectly with the views and intereſts of their miſtreſs. 
Secretary Cecil, in particular, repreſented to the Eng- 


liſh queen the neceffity, as well as equity, of inter- 
| Poſing in the affairs of Scotland, and of preventing the 


conqueſt of that kingdom, at which France openly 
aimed, 
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England would immediately follow the reduction of the 


Scottiſh malcontents, by the abandoning of whom to 
the mercy of France, Elizabeth would open a way 


for her enemies into the heart of her own kingdom, 
and expoſe it to all the calamities of war, and the 


danger of conqueſt. Nothing therefore remained, he 


added, but to meet the enemy while yet at a diſtance, 
and by ſupporting the leaders of the Congregation 
with an Engliſh army, to render Scotland the ſcene 
of hoſtilities ; to cruſh the deſigns of the princes of 
Lorrain in their infancy ; and by ſuch an carly and 


unexpeRted effort, finally to expel the French out of 


Britain, before their power had time to grow up to any 
formidable height 74, 


ELIZABETH, throughout her whole reign, was 
cautious but deciſive; and by her promptitude in exe- 


cuting her reſolutions, joined to the deliberatioa 
with which ſhe formed them, her adminiſtration be- 


came as remarkable for its vigour as for its wiſdom. 


No ſooner did ſhe determine to afford aſſiſtance to the 
leaders of the Congregation, a meaſure to which .the 
reaſoning of Cecil effectually ſwayed her, than they ex- 
perienced the activity as well as extent of her power. 
The ſeaſon of the year would not permit her troops 
to take the field; but, left the French army ſhould, 
in the mean time receive an acceſſion of ſtrength, ſhe 
inſtantly ordered a ſquadron to cruiſe in the Frith of 
Forth, and early in the fpring an Engliſh army, 
conſiſting of fix thouſand foot and two thouſand 


14. Keith, Append. No. XVII. Forbes, vol. i. Jebb, vol. i. 
H h 3 horſe, 


1 
zimed. Every ſociety, he obſerved, has a right to LeTT 
defend itſelf, not only from preſent dangers, but from XV. 
ſuch as may probably enſue; that the invaſion of AD. 1559. - 
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horſe, entered Scotland, under the command of lord 
Grey of Wilton, 8 


Tus . of the Congregation aſfembled from 
all parts of the kingdom to meet their new allies; 
and having joined them with vaſt numbers of their 


followers, the combined army advanced toward 


Leith. The French, little able to keep the field 
againſt ſo ſuperior a force, confined themſelves with- 
in the walls of the fortification, The place was im- 
mediately inveſted ; and although the fleet that carried 
the reinforcement under the marquis of Elbeuf had 
been ſcuttered by a violent ſtorm, and was either wreck- 
ed on the coaſt of France, or with difficulty recovered 
the ports of that kingdom, the garriſon, by an ob- 


| Kinate defence, protracted the hege to 2 great 


leogth v. 


Me anT1Me the queen-dowager died; and many of 


the Catholic nobles, jealous of the F 5 power, and 


more zealous for the liberty and independency of 
their country than for their religion, ſubſcribed the 
alliance with England. Nothing therefore could now 
ſave the garriſon of Leith, but the immediate con- 
clufion of a treaty, or the arrival of a powerful army 
from France: and the ſituation of that kingdom con- 
ſtrained the princes of Lorrain to turn their thoughts, 
though | with reluQance, toward pacific meaſures, 


Tus Proteſtants in France were become formid- 
able by their numbers, and ſtill more by the valour and 
enterprifing genius of their leaders. Among theſe, 
the moſt eminent were the prince of Condé, the king 
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of Navarre (no leſs diſtinguiſhed by his abilities than 


his rank), the admiral de Coligny, and his brother An- 
delot, who ns longer ſcrupled to make open profeſſion 
of the reformed opinions, and whoſe high reputa- 
tion both for valour and conduct gave great credit to 
the cauſe. Animated with zeal, and inflamed with 
reſentment againſt the Guiſes, who had perſuaded 
Frances II. to imitate the rigour of his father, by re- 
viving the penal ſtatutes againſt hereſy, the Proteſ- 
tants or Hugonots, as they were ſtyled by way of 
xeproach, not only prepared for their own defence, 
but reſolved, by ſome bold action, to anticipate the 


execution of thoſe ſchemes which threatened the ex- 
tirpation of their religion, and the ruin of thoſe who 


profeſſed it. Hence the famous conſpiracy of Am- 
boiſe, where they intended to ſeize the perſon of the 
king, and wreſt the government out of the hands of 
the Guiſes, if not to diſpatch them; and although the 
vigilance and good fortune of the princes of Lorrain Mar 
diſcovered and diſappointed that deſign, the ſpirit of 
the Proteſtant party was rather rouſed than broken by 
the tortures inflicted on the conſpirators s. The admi- 
ral de Coligny had even the boldneſs to preſent to the 
king, in a grand council at Fontainbleau, a petition 


from the Hugonots, demanding the public exerciſe of 


their religion, unleſs they were allowed to aſſemble pri- 
vately with impunity. He was treated as an incendiary 
by the cardinal of Lorrain; but his requeſt was warmly 


ſeconded by Monluc, biſhop of Valence, and by Ma- 


rillac, archbiſhop of Vienne, who both ſpoke with 


force againſt the abuſes which had occafioned ſo many 
"troubles and diſorders, as well as againſt the igho- 
Trance and vices of the French clergy, An aſſembly 


16, Pavila, lib. i. ii. Mezeray, tom, v. 
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of the ſtates was convoked, in order to appeaſe the 


de. public diſcontents ; the ediAs againſt heretics were, 


July 6. 


in the meantime, ſuſpended, and an appearance of 
toleration ſucceeded to the rage of perſecution ; but 
the ſentiments of the court were well known, and it 
was. eaſy. to obſerye new ſtorms gathering in every 
province of the kingdom, and ready to break forth 
mo. all the violence of civil war v. 


Tuts diftraQed ſtate of affaire, called off the ambi- 
tion of the princes of Lorrain froin the view of fo- 
reign conqueſts, in order to defend the honour and 
dignity of the French crown, and made it neceſſary 
to withdraw the few veteran troops already employed 
in Scotland, inſtead of ſending new reinforcements in- 


to that kingdom. Plenipotentiaries were therefore 


ſent to Edinburgh, where a treaty was ſigned with the 
ambaſſadors of Elizabeth. In this treaty, it was ſtipu- 
lated, that the French forces ſhould inſtantly evacuate 


Scotland, and that Francis and Mary ſhould thence- 


forth abſtain from aſſuming the title of king and 


queen of Englang, or bearing the arms of that king- 


dom. Nor were the conceſſions granted to the Con- 
gregation leſs important; namely, that an amneſty 


' ſhould be publiſhed for all paſt offences; that none 
but natives ſhould be put into any office in Scotland; 
- that no foreign troops ſhould hereafter be introduced 
into the kingdom without the conſent of parliament; 
that the parliament ſhould name twenty-four perſons, 


out of whom the queen ſhould chuſe ſeven, and the 
parhament five, and in the hands. of theſe twelve, ſo 


elected, ſhould the whole adminiftration be veſted 


during Mary's abſence ; that ſhe ſhould neither make 


17. Davila, lib. ii. Mezeray, ubi fup. 
peace 
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peace nor war without the'conſent of kings] j 481 LETTER 
that the parliament, at its firſt meeting, which was LV. 
| fixed to a certain day, ſhould take into confideration A. D. 1560. 
| the religious differences, and repreſent its ſenſe of 
1 to the 25. and query”? 18, 


| A FEW Wai after the concluſion of this rey, both 

the French and Engliſh armies quitted Scotland; and 

the leaders of the Congregation being now abſolute 
| maſters of the kingdom, made no farther ſcruple or 
ceremony in completing the work of reformation. 
| The parliament, which was properly an aſſembly of 
the nobles, or great barons, and dignified clergy, met 
on the day named; and on this occafion the burgeſſes 
| and leſſer barons, "who had alſo a right to be preſent 
in that aſſembly, but who ſeldom exerciſed it, ſtood 
forth to vindicate their civil and religious liberties, 


; eager to aid with their voice in the ſenate, that cauſe 
which they had defended with their ſword in the field. 

N The Proteſtant members, who greatly out- numbered 
their adyerſaries, after ratifying the principal articles 
ö of the late treaty, and giving their ſanction to a Con- 
- feſhon of Faith, preſented to them by their teachers, 
prohibited the exerciſe of religious worſhip according 


to the rites of the Romiſh church, under the penalty 
of forfeiture of goods, as the puniſhment of the firſt 
| act of diſobedience ; baniſhmeat, as the puniſhment 
; of the ſecond ; and death as. the reward of the third 9. 
, With ſuch indecent haſte did the very perſons who 
e had juſt eſcaped the rigour of eccleſiaſtical tyranny, 
0 proceed to imitate thoſe examples of ſeverity, of 
d which they had ſo juſtly complained ! A law was alſo 
c 'pailed for aboliſhing the papal juriſdiction in Scot- 


38. Keith. Spotſwood. Knox. x9. Ibid. 
e N land; 


| 
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PART L land; and the Preſbyterian form of worſhip was FAY 


AD gt bliſhed, nearly as now conſtituted in that kingdom, . 
Francis and Mary refuſed to ratify theſe proceed- bo 

ings; which, by thetreaty of Edinburgh, ought to have * 

been preſented for approbation, in the form of deli. al 
berations, not of acts. But the Scottiſh Proteſtants i 

gave themſelves little trouble about their ſovereign's p 

refuſal. They immediately put the ſtatutes in execu· e 


| tion: they aboliſhed the maſs ; they ſettled their mi. 

- _  ,” Difters; and they committed furious devaſtations on 
the ſacred buildings, which they conſidered as dan - 
gerous reliques of idolatry, laying waſte every thing 
venerable and magnificent, that had eſcaped the ſtorm 
of popular inſurrection. Abbeys, cathedrals, churches, 
libraries, records, and even the ſepulchres of the dead, 
periſhed in one common ruin *. 


Un1TeD by the conſciouſneſs of ſuch unpardonable 
ſtretches of authority, and well acquainted with the 
imperious character of the princes of Lorrain, the 
Proteſtant part of the Scottiſh parliament, ſeeing no 
ſafety for themſelves but in the protection of England, 
diſpatched ambaſſadors to Elizabeth, to expreſs their 
fincere gratitude for her paſt favours, and repreſent to 
her the neceſſity of continuing them. Elizabeth, on 
her part, had equal reaſon to defire an union with theſe 
northern reformers. Though the diſorders in France 
had obliged the princes of Lorrain to remit their ef- 
"forts in Scotland, and had been one chief cauſe of 
the ſucceſs of the Engliſh arms, they were determin- 
ed not to relinquiſh their authority, or yield to the 
violence of their enemies. Nor had they yet laid 


* 
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afide their deſign of ſubverting Elizabeth's throne. LETTER 
Francis and Mary, whoſe councils were ſtill wholly LXV. 
directed by them, obſtinately refuſed to ratify the 2 
treaty of Edinburgh, and perſiſted in aſſuming the title 

and arms of England. Aware of the danger attend- 

ing ſuch pretenſions, Elizabeth not only promiſed ſup- 

port to the Proteſtant party in Scotland, but ſecretly 
encouraged the French malcontents 2: and it was 

with pleaſure that ſhe heard of the violent factions 

which prevailed in the court of France, and of the 
formidable oppoſition againſt the meaſures of the 


duke of Guiſe. 


Bur that ban muſt ſoon have been cruſhed by 
the vigorous and deciſive adminiſtration of the princes 
of Lorrain, if an unexpected event had not ſet bounds 


to their power. They had already found an oppor- 


tunity of ſeizing the king of Navarre and the prince 
of Conde: they had thrown the former into priſon ; 
they had obtained a ſentence of death againſt the lat- Dec. 4 
ter ; and they were proceeding to put it in execution, 
when the ſudden death of Francis II. arreſted the up- 
lifted blow, and brought down the duke of Guiſe to 
the level of a ſubject. Catharine of Medicis the A. D. 2561. 
queen - mother, was appointed guardian to her ſon 
Charles IX. only ten years of age at his acceſſion, and 
inveſted with the adminiſtration of the realm, though 
not with the title of regent, In conſequence of her . 
maxim „ divide and govern !” the king of Navarre 
was named lieutenant-general of the kingdom; the 
ſentence againſt Condé was annulled ; the conſtable 
Montmorency was recalled to court ; and the princes 


of Lorrain, though they ſtill enjoyed high offices and 


31. Id. Ibid. 
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great power, found a counterpoiſe to the weight of 
4. p. 8. cher iphnence * 


tleneau. 


Tut death of F rancis II. without ifſue by the 
queen of Scots, and the change which i it produced in 
the French councils, at once freed the queen of Eng. 
land fror the perils attending an union of Scotland 
with France, and the Scottiſh Proteſtants from the 
terror of the French power. The joy of the Congre. 
gation was extreme. They aſcribed thoſe events to 
the immediate interpoſition of Providence, in favour 
of his choſen people; and Elizabeth, without looking 
ſo high for their cauſes, determined to take advantage 


of their effects, in order more firmly to eſtabliſh her 


throne. She Kill regarded the queen of Scots as a 


dangerous rival, on account of the number of Eng- 


liſh Catholics, who were generally prejudiced in fa- 


your of Mary's title, and would now adhere to her 


with more zealous attachment, when they ſaw that 


her ſucceſſion no longer endangered the liberties of 
the kingdom. She therefore gave orders to her am- 
baſſador at the court of France, to renew his applica- 
tions to the queen of Scots, and to require her imme- 


diate ratification of the treaty of Edinburgh. 


Maxy, ſlighted by the queen-mother, who im- 
pꝓuted to that princeſs all the mortifications ſhe had met 


with during the life of Francis; forſaken by the 
ſwarm of courtiers, who appear only in the ſunſhine 
of proſperity, and overwhelmed with all che ſorrow 


which ſo ſad a reverſe of fortune could occaſion, had 


retired to Rheims; and there, in ſolitude, indulged 


her grief, or hid her indignation. But notwithſtand- 


22. Mem. de Caſiclncav. Davila, lib. ii. 23. Keith. Caſ- 
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| ing her diſconſolate condition, and though ſhe had de- LETTER 
* after her huſband's death from bearing the arms, : — , 
or aſſuming the title of England, ſhe ftill eluded ra- 4. D. 1562. 
tifying the treaty of Edinburgh, and refuſed to make 
any ſolemn renunciation of her He e tothe Eng- 
liſh crown * | L 


Mfeanwiltts Faities Stuart; prior of St. Andrews, 
her natural brother, arrived at Rheims, in depu- 
tation from the ſtates of Scotland, inviting the queen 
to return into her native kingdom, and aſſume the 
reins of government. But Mary, though ſeverely 
ſenſible ſhe was no longer queen of France, was in no 
hafte to leave a country, where ſhe had been educated 
from her earlieſt infancy, and where ſo many atten- 
tions had been paid to her perſon as well as to her 
tank. Accuſtomed to the elegance, gallantry, and 
gaiety of a ſplendid court, and to the converſation of 
4 poliſhed people, by whom ſhe had been loved and 
admired, ſhe ftill fondly lingered in the ſcene of all 
theſe enjoyments, and contemplated with horror the 
barbariſm of her own country, and the turbulence of 
her native ſubjects, who had ſo violently ſpurned all 
civil and religious authority. By the advice of her 
uncles, however, ſhe determined at laſt to ſet out 
for Scotland; and as the courſe in failing from France 
to that kingdom, lies along the Engliſh coaſt, ſhe de- 
manded- of Elizabeth, by the French ambaffador, 
D'Oiſel, a ſafe- conduct during her voyage. That 
requeſt, which decency alone obliged one ſovereign 

to grant to another, Elizabeth rejected in ſuch a man- 
ner as gave riſe to no flight ſuſpicion of a deſign either 
to obſtruct the paſſage or intercept the perſon of the 
queen of Scots *5, 


24. Ibid. 25. Keith. Camden. Robertſon, Append. No. VI. 
oat | Tas 
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TH1s ungenerous behaviour of Elizabeth filled 

Mary with indignation, but did not retard her depar- 

ture from France. Having. cleared the room of her 


5 attendants, ſhe ſaid to Throgmorton, the Engliſh 


amballador, «© How weak I may prove, or how far 
% a woman's frailty may tranſport me, I cannot tell; 
«© however, I am reſolved not to have ſo many wit- 
« neſſes of my infirmity as your miſtreſs had at her 
« audience of my ambaſſador D*Oiſel.. There is no- 
&« thing diſturbs me ſo much, as having aſked with 
cc ſo much importunity a favour, which it was of 


«no conſequence for me to obtain, I can, with 


t God's leave, return to my own country, without 
& her leave, as J came to France in ſpite of all the 
T oppoſition of her brother, king. Edward : neither 
& do I want friends both able and willing to conduct 
ec me home, as they have brought me hither ; though 
4 I was defirous rather to make an experiment of 
ce your miſtreſs's friendſhip, than of the aſſiſtance of 
& any other perſon .“ She embarked on board a 


galley at Calais; and paſſing the Engliſh fleet, un- 
der cover of a thick fog, arrived ſafely at Leith, 


attended by the duke of Aumale, the Grand Prior, 
and the marquis of Elbeuf, three of her uncles of the 


houſe of Lorrain, together with the marguiz of Dam- 


ville, and other French courtiers . 

Tus circumſtances of Mary's departure from 
France are truly affecting. The exceſs of her grief 
ſeems to have proceeded from a fatal preſage of that 
ſcene of misfortune on which ſhe was about to enter. 
Not fatisfied with mingling tears with her mournful 


attendants, and bidding them adieu with a ſorrowful 


26. Cabala, p. 374. Spotſwood, p. 177» 
27. Robertfon, book iii. | 
heart, 
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heart, ſhe kept her eyes fixed upon the French coaſt, 
after ſhe was at ſea, and never turned them from 
that darling objekt, till darkneſs fell, and intercepted 
it from her view. Even then, ſhe would neither re- 
tire to the cabin, nor taſte food, but commanding a 
couch to be placed on the deck, ſhe there waited, with 
fond impatience, the return of day. Fortune ſoothed 
her on this occaſion, The weather proving - calm, 
the galley made but little way during the night, ſo 
that Mary, at morning, had once more an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing the French coaſt. She ſat up on her 
couch, and ſtill anxiouſly looking toward the land, 
often repeated with a figh, © Farewel, France! fare- 


« wel, beloved country, which I ſhall never more be- 
« hold : 


Tux reception of the queen of Scots in her na- 
tive kingdom, the civil wars of France, and the ſhare 
which Elizabeth took in the affairs of both kingdoms, 
muſt furniſh the ſubject of another letter. 


28. Brantome—HHe Hotel was inpher fume e galley with the queen 
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gut anion Exckaxp, "ond, SCOTLAND: fro the Re 
turn of Mary, STUART 10 her, native Kingdom, in 
+ 1561, , till her Impriſinment, and the Proclamation of ber 
Sen James. VI, together with 6: pho eee View, #4 
the, Aﬀairs of SPAIN... (4: 


J firſt appearance of as in Sale, was 
more favourable than Mary had reaſon to ex- 


A.D. T. pedt. She was received by her ſubje&s with the 


loudeſt acclamations of .j Joy, and every demonſtration 
of welcome and regard, Being now in her nine- 
teenth year, the bloom of youth, and the beauty and 
grace fulneſs of her perſon, drew u univerſal admiration, 
while her elegant manners and enlightened under · 
ſtandin, commanded general reſpect, To the ac- 
1 of her own ſex,. ſhe added many of the 
acquiſitions of our's. She \ was ſkilled in moſt lan- 
guages, ancient as well as modern The progreſs ſhe 


had made in poetry, muſic, rhetoric, and all the arts 


and ſciences then eſteemed uſeful or ornamental, was 
far beyond what is commonly attained by the ſons or 
daughters of royalty, who are born and educated as 
the immediate heirs of a crown; and a courteous affa- 
bility, which, without Iefening the dignity of a ſo- 
vereign, ſteals on the hearts of ſubjects with a be- 
witching inſinuation, rendered all her other qualities 
more engaging 1. 


Tux firſt meaſures of Mary's adminiftration con- 
firmed the prepoſſeſſions entertained in her favour, 


5 


5: + - - x; Robertſon, book ii. from Brantome. 
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According to the advice of D'Oiſel and her uncles, LETTER 
the beſtowed her confidence entirely on the leaders of LXVI. 


1 


the Proteſtant party 4, who were alone able, ſhe A. D. 15614 


found, to ſupport her government. The prior of St; 
Andrews, her natural brother, whom ſhe ſoon after 
created earl of Murray, obtained the chief authority; 
and under him, Maitland of Lethington, a man of 
great ſagacity, had a principal ſhare in her confidence. 
Her choice could not have fallen upon perſons more 
agreeable to her people. 


Bur there was one circumſtance which blaſted all 


theſe promiſing appearances, and deprived Mary of 


that general favour which her amiable manners and 


prudent meaſures gave her juſt reaſon to expect. She 
was ftill a papiſt; and althbugh ſhe Publiſhed, ſoon 

after her arrival, a proclamation enjoining every one 
to ſubmit to the reformed religion, as a by 
parliament i, the more zealous Proteſtants could nei- 
ther be reconciled to a perſon polluted by ſuch an 
abomination, nor lay aſide their jealouſies of her fu- 
ture conduct. It was with much difficulty ſhe obtained 
permiſſion to celebrate Maſs in her own chapel, 
t Shall that Idol again be ſuffered to be erected with- 
« in the realm ?” was the eommon cry ; and the uſual 
prayers in the churches were, that God would turn 
the queen's heart, which was obſtinate againſt his 
truth; or if his holy will were otherwiſe, that he 
would ſtrengthen the hearts and hands of the elect, 
ſtoutly to oppoſe the rage of all tyrants . Nay, lord 
Lindſey and the gentlemen of Fife exclaimed, «© The 


* Idelater ſhall die the death! 1 
2. 14. ibid. 3- Ehen. Spotſwocd, Keith. 4. Ibid. 
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reel U 
Wr Tür ringleader in all thefe inſults on majeſty was 


1561, John Knox; who poſſeſſed an uncontrouled authority 
in the church, and even in the civil affairs of che na- 
tion, and who triumphed in the contumelious uſage 
"of his ſobeteign. His uſual appellation for the queen 
Was TBZ ABEL; and though The endeavonred by the 
"moſt gricious:condeſcenfion to win his favour, all her 
kind advances could gain nothing on his obdurate 
*heitt.” The pulpits became mere ſtages for railing 
againſt the voices of the court; among which were al. 
;Ways.noted as the principal, feaſting, finery, dancing, 
balls, and whoredom, their neceſſary attendant 5. 


YISivi et 
* ” 


15 Cor E in all amüſements, by the abſurd ſeverity 
of theſe reformers, Mary, whoſe age, condition, and 
"education, invited her to liberty and cheatfulnek, 
found Teafon every moment to look back with a figh 
to that country which ſhe had left. After the depar- 
ture of the French courtiers, her life was one ſcene of 
bittergeſs and ſorrow. And ſhe perceived that her 
enen. 
rounded by 'a turbulent nobility, a bigotted people, 
and inſolent eccleſiaſtics, was to preſerve a friendly 
correſpondence with Elizabeth; who, by former con- 
nections and ſervices, had acquired much authority 
over all ranks of men in Scotland. 'Shke therefore ſent 
Maitland of Lethington to London, in order to pay 
her compliments to the Engliſh queen, and expres a 
deſire ot future good underſtanding between them. 
Maitland was alſo inſtructed , to fi guify Mary's wil - 

lingneſs to renounce all preſent right to the crown of 

England, provided ſhe was declared, by act of parlia- 

ment, next heir tothe ſucceſſion, incaſe the queen ſhould 

dic without offspring*, But ſo great was the jealous 
EE 6. Keith, Camden. Haynes 


Knox, p. 322 . 
5 » P-. 332, 333 pru- 


5 


at 
4 


prudence of Elizabeth, that ſhe never would hazard 
the weakening of her authority by naming a ſucceſſor, 
or allow the parliament to interpoſe in that matter ; 
much leſs would ſhe make, or permit fuck a nomina- 
tion to be made, in favour of a rival queen, who poſ- 


ſeſſed pretenſions ſo plauſible to ſupplant her, and who, 


though ſhe might verbally renounce them, could eaſily 
teſume her claim on the firſt opportunity. Senſible, 
however, that reaſon would be thought to lie wholly 
on Mary's fide, as ſhe herſelf had frequently declared 
her reſolution to live and die a virgin-queen, ſhe thence- 
forth ceaſed to demand the ratification of the treaty of 


Edinburgh; and though farther conceſſions were never 
made by either princeſs, they put on all the appearance 


of a cordial reconciliation and friendſhip with each 


other 5, 


ELIZABETH ſaw, that without her interpoſition, 
Mary was ſufficiently depreſſed by the mutinous ſpi- 


tit of her own ſubjects. Having therefore no appre- 


henfions from Scotland, nor any deſire to take part at 
preſent in its affairs, ſhe directed her attention to 
other objects. After concerting the neceſſary meaſures 
for the ſecurity of her kingdom and the happineſs of 
her people, ſhe turned an eye of obſervation toward 
the great powers on the continent. France being ſtill 
agitated by religious factions, big with all the horrors 
of civil war, excited leſs the jealouſy than the compaſ- 
fion of its neighbours ; ſo that Spain, of all the Eu- 
topean kingdoms, could alone be conſidered as the 
formidable rival of England. Accordingly an ani- 
moſity, firſt political, then perſonal, ſoon appeared 


between the ſovereigns of the two crowns, 


Parte II. as has been already obſerved, immedi- 
ately after concluding the peace of Chateau-Cambre- 


7. Ibid, 
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fis, commenced a furious perſecution againſt, the Prov 


teſtants in Spain, Italy, and the Low Countries, That 
violent ſpirit of bigotry and tyranny by which he was 
actuated, gave new edge even to the uſual cruelty 


of prieſts and inquiſitors. He threw into priſon Con. 
ſtantine Ponce, who had been confeſſor to his father, 


Charles V. and in whoſe arms that great prince had 


breathed his laſt. This venerable eccleſiaſtic died in 


confinement; but Philip ordered nevertheleſs, the 
ſentence of hereſy to be pronounced againſt his me- 
mory. He even deliberated whether he ſhould not 
exerciſe like ſeverity againſt the memory of his fa- 


ther, who was ſuſpected, during his latter years, of 


indulging a propenſity towards Lutheraniſm, In his 
unrelenting zeal for orthodoxy, he ſpared neither age, 


ſex, nor condition, He appeared, with an inflexible 


countenance, at the moſt barbarous executions ; and 


he iſſued rigorous orders for the proſecution of here- 


tics, even in his American dominions*, The limits 


- of the globe ſeemed only enlarged to extend human 


miſery. 


Havinc founded his deliberate tyranny on maxims 


of civil policy, as well as on principles of religion, 


Philip made it evident to all his ſubjects, that there 
was no means of eſcaping the ſeverity of his ven- 
geance, except by the moſt abject compliance or 
obſtinate reſiſtance. And by thus placing bimſelf at 
the head of the Catholic party, the determined cham- 
pion of the Romiſh church, he every where converted 
the zealots of the ancient faith into partizans of Spa- 
niſh CREE ra 


HaPPILV the adherents of the new doftrines were 
not without a ſupporter, nor the Spaniſh greatneſs 


8. Thuanus, lib, xxili. Grotius, Annal. lib. i. Miniana, lib. v. 
without 
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without a counterpoiſe. The courſe of events had LETTER 
placed Elizabeth in a fituation diametrically oppoſitg | — 
to that of Philip. Fortune guiding choice, and con- A. D. 1562, 
curring with policy and inclination, had raiſed her to 
be the glory, the bulwark, and the ſtay of the nume- 
rous, but generally perſecuted Proteſtants throughout 
Europe. And ſhe united her intereſts, in all foreign 
negociations, with thoſe who were ſtruggling for their 
civil and religious liberties, or guarding themſelves 
againſt ruin and extermination, Hence the animphty 
between her and Philip, 
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WHILE the queen of Scots continued in France, 
and aſſerted her claim to the ſouthern Britiſh king- 
dom, the dread of uniting England to the French mo- 
parchy, engaged the king of Spain to maintain a good 
correſpondence with Elizabeth. But no ſooner did the 
A death of Francis II. put an end to Philip's apprehen- 
i ſions in regard to Mary's ſucceſſion, than his rancour 
1 began openly to appear, and the intereſts of Spain and 
England were ſound oppoſite in every negociation and 
public tranſaction. Philip, contrary to the received 


5 „ SS 


Lon 
A 


oy maxims of policy in that age, ſaw an advantage 
n, KEE, | | 

An in ſupporting the power of the French monarchy ; 
* and Elizabeth, by a concurrence of circumſtances no 
a leſs fingular, in protecting a faction ready to ſyb- 
it yert it, 

m- 

ted CaTHERINE of Medicis, the queen-mother of 
pa France, in confequence of her maxim of dividing in 


order to govern, only increaſed the troubles of the 
ſtate, By balancing the Catholics againſt the Proteſ- 
ere tants, the duke of Guiſe againſt the prince of Conde, 
1els ſhe endeavoured to render herſelf neceſſary to both, 
and to eſtabliſh her own dominiqn on their conſtrain- 
zout | Ii 3 ed 
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ed obedience. But an equal counterpoiſe of power, 


22 which among foreign nations, is the ſource of tran- 


quility, proves always the caufe of quarrel among dos 


meſtic factions; and if the animoſities of religion 


concur with the frequent occaſions of mutual injury, 
it is impoffible to preſerve, for any time, a firm 
concord in ſuch a ſituation. Moved by zeal for the 
ancient faith, the conſtable Montmorency joined him- 
ſelf to the duke of Guiſe; the king of Navarre, from 


bis inconſtant temper, and his jealouſy of the ſupe- 


rior genius of his brother, embraced the ſame party; 
and the queen- mother, finding herſelf depreſſed by 
this combination, had recourſe to Conde and the 
Hugonots, who gladly embraced the opportunity of 
fortifying themſelves by her countenance and pro- 
teftion?, . 


An edit had been publiſhed in the beginning of 
the year, granting to the Hugonots or Proteſtants, the 
free exerciſe of their religion, without the walls of 
towns; provided they taught nothing contrary to the 
council of Nice, to the Apoſtles Creed, or the books 


of the Old and New Teſtament. This edict had been 


preceded by a famous conference, held at Poiſſy, be- 
tween the divines of the two religions; in which the 
cardinal of Lorrain, on the part of the Catholics, and 
the learned Theodore Beza, on that of the Proteſtants, 
diſplayed, beyond others, their eloquence and powers 
of argument, The proteſtant divines boaſted of 
having greatly the advantage in the diſpute, and the 
conceſſion of liberty of conſcience, made their fal- 
lowers happy in that opinion. But the intereſted 
violence of the duke of Guiſe, or the intemperate zeal 
pf his attendants, broke once mare the tranquillity of 


9. Davila, lib. ii. 
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religion, and gave 2 beginning to a frightful civil. LN VI. 


war. Paſſing by the little town of Vafly, on the 


frontiers of Champagne, where ſome Proteſtants hav- A. D. 162. 


ing aſſembled in a barn under the fanction of tlie 
edict, were peacably worſhipping God in their own. 
way, his retinue wantonly inſulted them, A tumult 
enfued + the duke himſelf was truck, it is ſaid, with a 
ſtone; and ſixty of the unarmed multitude were ſa- 
crificed in revenge of that pretended or provoked in- 
jury, and in open violation of the public faith te. 


Tus Proteſtants over all the kingdom, were alarmed 


at this maſſacre, and aſſembled in arms under Conde, 


Coligny, and Andelot, their moſt diſtinguiſhed lead- 
ers; while the duke of Guiſe and the conſtable Mont- 
morency, having got poſſeſſion of the king's perſon, 


obliged the queen-mother to join the Catholic 


party. . Fourteen armies were levied and put in mo- 
tion in different parts of France, Each province, 
each city, each family was diſtracted with inteſtine 
rage and animoſity. The father was divided againſt 
the ſon, brother againſt brother; and women them- 
ſelves, ſacrificing their humanity, as well as their ti- 
midity, to the religious fury, diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by acts of valour and cruelty '', Wherever the Pro- 
te ſtants prevailed, the images were broken, the altars 
pillaged, the churches demoliſhed, the monaſteries 
conſumed with fire; and where ſucceſs attended the 
Catholics, they burned the Bibles, re-baptiſed the 
infants, and forced married perſons to paſs anew. 


through the ceremony 2. Plunder, deſolation, and 


blood-ſhed, attended equally the triumph of both 
parties: and, to uſe the words of a profound hiſto- 
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PART. rian, it was during this period, when men began tg 
A Po. be ſomewhat enlightened, and in this nation, renown. 
| ed for poliſhed manners, that the theological rage, 
which had long been” boiling in men's veins, ſeem 


to have attained: its aft Rage of virulence nad aeri · 
7 many * -. 1 


_— 


Pn u. * of the N 0 of the Hugo. 
nots, who had made themſelves maſters of Orleans, 
Bourges, Lyons, Poitiers, Tours, Augiers, Angou- 
leſme, Rouen, Dieppe, Havre de Grace, and other 
places of leſs note; and afraid that the contagion 
might ſpread into the Low Countries, had formed.a 
fecret alliance with the princes of Lorrain, for the 
protection of the ancient faith, and the ſuppreſſion of 
hereſy. In confequence of that alliance, he now 
fent fix thouſand men to reinforce the Catholic party; 
and the prince of Conde,. finding himſelf unable to 
oppoſe ſo ftrong a endifeceracy countenanced by royal 
authority, was obliged to crave the aſſiſtance of the 
queen'of England. As an inducement, he offered to 
put her in poſſeſſion of Hayre de Grace; on condi- 
tion that, together with three thouſand men for the 
garriſon of the place, ſhe ſhould likewiſe ſend over 
| pther- three thouſand to defend Dieppe and Rauen, 
aid furniſh him with a ſupply of one hundred thou- 

fand erowns , f 


"+ , * 
= tf 


Eiizabzrn, beſides the 8 * eſſential inte- 
reſt of ſupporting the Proteſtants, and oppoſing the ra- 
pid progreſs of her enemy the duke of Guiſe, had other 
motives to induce her to accept of this propoſal, She 
was now ſenſible, that France never would voluntarily 
fulfil the article in the treaty of Chateau-Cambreſis, 
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which regarded the reſtitution of Calais ; and wiſely wt 
concluded that could ſhe get poſſeſſion of Havre e 
Grace, which commands the mouth of the Seine, ſhe & P. 1352, 
ſhould. eaſily conſtrain the French to execute their 
engagements, and have the honour of reſtoring Calais 

to England. She therefore ſent over immediately 

three thouſand men, under the command of fir Ed- 

ward Poynings, and three thouſand more ſoon after, 

under the earl of Warwick, who took poſſeſſion of 

Havre. But Rouen having been inveſted by the Ca- 

tholics, under the command of the king of Navarre 

and the conſtable Montmorency, before the arri val 


of the Engliſh, it wag with difficulty that -Poynings 


could throw a ſmall reinforcement into the place; 
and although the king of Navarre was mortally 
wounded during the ſiege, the Catholics ſtill conti · 
nued che attack with vigour. The town was at laſt 
carried by aſſault, and the e, and inhabitants 
put't to the fword 15. 430 


Ir was naw expected that the Catholics, guſhed 
with ſucceſs, would immediately form the ſiege of 


Havre, which was as yet in no ſtate of defence; but 


the inteſtine diſorders of the kingdom diverted their 
attention tq another enterprize. Andelot, ſeconded 
by the negociations of Elizabeth, had levied a conſi- 
derable army in Germany; and arriving at Orleans, 
the ſeat of the Proteſtant power in France, he enabled 
the prince of Conde and Coligny to take the field, and 
oppoſe the progreſs of their enemies. After threaten- 
ing Paris for ſome time, they took their march to- 
ward Normandy, with a view of engaging the Eng- 
liſh to act in conjunction with them. The Catholics 
commanded by Montmorency, and under him by the 
duke of Guiſe, hung on the rear of the Hugoaots, 
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and overtaking them near Dreux, obliget hams to pive 


— 
ecu battle. The field was fought with much obſtinacy on 


A.D. 1 562. 1 
was governor, and where Montmorency was detained 


© both ſides, and the action was diſtinguiſhed by a very 
ſingular event. Condé and Montmorency, the com- 
manders of the oppoſite armies, both remained priſon- 


ers in the hands of their enemies: and what is yet 


more fingular, the prince not only ſupped at the ſame 
table, but lay all night in the ſame bed with his hoſtile 
rival the duke of Guiſe ** So unaccountable were the 


manners of that age, which could blend the moſt ran- 
corous animoſity with a familiar hoſpitality, that ap- 


pears altogether N in theſe days of ſuperior 
rofinement. 


„Tur ſemblance of victory remained with the Ca- 
tholics. But Coligny, whoſe lot it was ever to be de- 
feated, and ever to riſe more terrible after his misfor- 
tunes, collected the remains of the proteſtant army, 


and inſpiring his own unconquerable courage into 
every breaſt, not only kept them in a body, but took 


ſome conſiderable places in Normandy ; and Eliza- 
beth, in order to enable him to ſupport the cauſe of 


his party, ſent over a new ſupply of an hundred thou. 


fand crowns. Meanwhile the duke of Guile, aiming 


2a mortal blow at the power of the Hugonots, had 


commenced the fiege of Orleans, of which Andelot 


priſoner : and he had the proſpect of ſpeedy ſucceſs in 
his undertaking, when he was aſſaſſinated by a young 
gentleman, named Poltrot, whoſe fanatical zeal for 
the intereſts of the proteſtant religion inſtigated him 
to that atrocious violence. 


| Tux death of this great man was an irreparable loſs 
to the catholic party, His brother the cardinal of 
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Lorfain, though eloquent, ſubtle, and intriguing, want- LETTER | 
ed that enterpriſing and undaunted ſpirit, which had , VI. 
rendered the ambition of the duke fo formidable; and A. D. 1563, 
therefore, though he till purſued: the bold ba of 

his family, the danger of their progreſs appeared not 

now ſo imminent either to Elizabeth or the French 
Proteſtants. Of courſe, the union between theſe al- 

lies, which had been cemented by their common fears, 

was in ſome meaſure looſened ; and the leaders of the 
Hugonots were perſuaded to liſten to terms of a ſepa- 

rate accommodation. Conde and Montmorency, 

equally tired of captivity, accordingly held conferences 

for that purpoſe, and ſoon came to an agreement with 

reſpe& to the conditions, A toleration of their re- 

ligion, under certain reſtrictions, was again granted to 

the Proteſtants ; a general amneſty was publiſhed, and 

every one was reinſtated in his offices, dignities, and 

all civil rights and privileges s. 


Tux leaders of the Proteſtants only comprehended 
Elizabeth fo far in this treaty, as to obtain a promiſe, 
that, on her relinquiſhing Havre de Grace, her charges 
and the money which ſhe had advanced them, ſhould 
be repaid her by the king of France ; and that Calais, 
on the expiration of the ſtipulated term, ſhould be re- 
| ſtored to her. Diſdaining to accept theſe conditionsy 
ſhe ſent Warwick orders to prepare himſelf againſt an 
| attack from the now united power of the French mo- 
| narchy. The garriſon of Havre conſiſted of fix thou- 

fand men, independent of ſeven hundred pioneers ; 
| and a reſolute defence was expected. But a contagi- 
ous diſtemper made its appearance among the Engliſh 
troops ; and being increaſed by their fatigue and bad 
diet, made ſuch ravages in a ſhort time, that there 

did not remain fifteen hundred men in a condition to 

| 18. Davila, lib. iii. 
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do daty, Warwick, who had frequently warned the 


5.7765 Engliſh miniſtry of his danger, and loudly demanded 


a ſupply of men and proviſions, was therefore 
obliged to capitulate, and content himſelf with the 
Uberty of withdrawing his garriſonꝰ. 


Tit ante; whole ufual vigour aa foreight 1 had 
failed her in this tranſaction, now found it neceflary to 
Accede to a compromiſe ; and as the queen-mother of 
France deſired to obtain leiſure, in order to concert 


_ meaſures for the extirpation of the Hugonots, ſhe rea- 


dy hearkened to any reaſonable terms of accommo- 
dation with England. It was accordingly agreed, that 
the hoſlages which the French had given for the ref- 
titution of Calais, ſhould be delivered up for two hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand crowns ; and that both par. 
ties ſnould retain all their pretenſions . . 

| * Rill ſubſiſied between England and Scots» 
land ; and a cordial friendſhip even ſegmed to have 


taken place between Elizabeth and Mary, They 


made profeſſions of the moſt ſincere affection: they 


wrote complimeptary letters every week to each 


other ; and had adopted, in all appearance, the ſenti- 
ments as well as the ſtyle of ſiſters. But the negoci- 
ations fot the marriage of the queen of Scots awaken- 


A.D. 1564, ed anew the jealouſy of Elizabeth, and rouſed the zeal 


of the: Scottiſh reformers. Mary's hand was ſolicited 


by the archduke Charles, the emperor's third ſon ; by 


Don Carlos, heir apparent to the Spaniſh monarchy ; 
and by the duke of Anjou, her former huſband's bro- 


ther, who ſucceeded ſoon after to the crown of France. 


Either of thoſe foreign alliances would have been alarm- 
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ing to Elizabeth, and to Mary's Proteſtant ſubjects. LETTER 
Sha therefore reſolved, notwithſtanding the arguments , 


a 1 
of her uncle, the cardinal of Lorrain, to ſacrifice her A. D. 1563. 


ambition to domeſtic peace; and as Henry Stuart, 
lord Darnley, eldeſt ſon of the earl of Lennox, was 
the firſt Britiſh ſubje& whom ſound policy ſeemed to 
point out to her choice, ſhe ee to make him 
de partner of her ſway * . 


DannLEY was Mary's coufin- -german by lady AD. 1564. 
Margaret Douglas, niece to Henry VIII. and daugh- 
ter of the earl of Angus, by Margaret queen of Scot- 
land. He was, after herſelf, next heir to the Engliſh 
crown. He was alſo, by his father, A branch of her 
own family; and would, in eſpouſing her, preſerve 
the royal dignity” im the houſe” of Stuart, He had 
been Born and educated in England, where his father 
had conftantly refided, fince baniſhed by the prevail- 
ing power of the houſe of Hamilton; and as Eliza- 

' beth had often intimated to the queen of Scots, that 
nothing would ſo completely allay all jealouſy be- 
tween them, as Mary's eſpouſing an Engliſh noble- 
man, ** the proſpeR of the ready approbation of that 
rival queen was an additional -motive we the propoſed 
* F * 1 e N 

Bur although Ms as a ; queen, 3 to be 
olely influenced by political conſiderations in the 
choice of a royal conſort, ſhe had other motives, as a 

woman, for ſingling out Daraley as a huſband. He 
was in the full bloom and vigour of youth, tall and 


well proportioned, and ſurpaſſed all the men of his 


time in every exterior grace. He eminently excelled 
in all the arts, which diſplay a handſome. perſona to 
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FARDL advantage, and which, in poliſhed nations, are dig- 
4 D. 16. nified with the name of elegant accompliſhment, 


Mary was at an age, and of a complexion, to feel the 
foree of ſuch attractions. Lord Daraley accordingly 
made a conqueſt of her heart at their firſt interview, 
And it cannot be doubted but ſhe made a deep im- 
preſſion upon his. Thus inclination eonſpired with 
policy to promote their union; nor was it once ſui- 
pected, that any 1 would be made by the 


Vague: queen, 


-\SzennrTLY Elizabeth was not diſpleaſed with Ma- 
ry's choice; as it freed her at once from the. dread of 
a foreign alliance, and from the neceſſity of parting 
with the earl of Leiceſter, her own.handſome favour- 
ite, whom ſhe had propoſed as a-huſband to the queen 
of 'Scots. But beſides a womaniſh jealouſy and envy, 
proceeding from a conſciouſneſs of Mary's ſuperior 
charms, which led her on all occaſions to-thwart the 
matrimonial views of that princeſs, certain ungenerous 
political motives induced her to ſhew a diſapproba- 
tion of the projected marriage with Darnley, though 
' ſhe either did not wiſh; or was ſenſible that ſhe could 
not obſtruct it. By declaring her diſſatisfaction with 
Mary' s conduct, Elizabeth hoped to alarm the party 
in Scotland that was attached to the Engliſh intereſt; 
and to raiſe, by their means, inteſtine commotions, 
which would not only ſecure her own kingdom from 
all diſturbance on that fide, but enable her to become 
the umpire between the Scottiſh queen and her con- 
tending ſubjects . 


Tur ſcheme immediately ſucceeded in part, and 
Afterward had its full effect. The carl of Murray, 
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Elizabeth's intrigues. Under pretence of zeal-for the 


reformed religion, beeauſe the family of Lennox was AD. 2564 


believed to adhere to the Catholic faith, but in reality 
to ſupport their own finking authority, they formed 
among themſelves bonds of confederacy and mutual 
defence. They entered into a ſecret correſpondence 
with the Engliſh refident, in order to ſecure Elizabeth's 
aſſiſtance, when it ſhould become neceſſary ; and deſ- 
pairing of being able to prevent the marriage of-the 


queen of Scots by any other means, they , concerted 


meaſures for ſeizing Darnley, and carrying him pri- 
ſoner into England 4. They failed, however, in the 
attempt; and Mary having obtained the general con- 
ſent of the Scottiſh nation, and being anxious to bring 
to a period an affair which had loag engaged hee 
"heart, and occupied her attention, celebrated her mar- 
riage with the captivating young nobleman who had 
been the object of their conſpiracy. 


\Consctovs that all hopes of reconciliation were 
ndw at an end, the aſſociated lords aſſembled their 
"followers and flew to arms; but by the vigour and 
activity of Mary, who appeared herſelf at the head of 
her troops, rode with loaded -piſtols, and endured, 
*with admirable fortitude; all the fatigues of war, the 


rebels were obliged” to fly into England“. There 


they met with a reception very different from what 
they expected, and which ſtrongly marks the charac- 
ter of Elizabeth. That politic princefs had already 
effectually ſerved her purpoſe, by exciting in Scot- 


land, through their means, ſuch diſcord and jealouſtes 


as would in all probability long diſtract and weaken 
Mary's government. It was now her buſineſs to ſave 
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appearances; and as the malcontents had failed of 
ſucceſs, ſhe thought proper to diſavow all connexions 
with them. She would not even grant an audience 
to the earl of Murray and the abbot of Kilwinning, 
appointed by the other fugitives to wait on her, till 
they had nteanly conſented to acknowledge, i 1n the 


preſence of the French and Spaniſh ambaſſadors, who 


accuſed her of fomenting the troubles in Stotland by 


her intrigues, that ſhe had given them no encourage- 


ment to take up arms. You have ſpoken the truth!” 
— replied ſhe, as ſoon as they had made this deelara- 
tion: J am far from ſetting an example of rebel- 
&« lion to my own ſubjects, by countenancing thoſe 
4c who rebel againſt their lawful ſovercign. The trea- 
© fon of which you have been guilty; is deteſtable; 


«and as'traitors, I baniſh you my preſence .“ —80 


little feeling had ſhe for men, who out of confidence 
in her promiſes, had hazarded their lives and fortunes 
to ſerve her! 


Tux Scottiſh exiles, finding. themſelves ſo harſhly 
treated by Elizabeth, had reeourſe to the clemency of 
their own ſovereign ; and Mary, whoſe temper natu- 


rally inclined her to lenity, ſeemed determined to re- 
| ſtore them to favour, when the arrival of an ambaſſa- 


dor from France altered her reſolution 7. The peace 
granted to the reformers in chat kingdom, was intend- 
ed only to lull them aſleep, and prepare the way for 


their final and abſolute deſtruction. For this purpoſe, 


an interview had been appointed at Bayonne, be- 


tween Charles IX. now in his fixtecnth year, and his 


fiſter the queen of Spain. Catharine of Medicis ac- 
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tompanied her ſon; the duke of Alva attended his n 
miſtreſs. Gaity, feſtivity, love, and Joy, ſeemed LXVI. 
to be the ſole occupation of both courts ; but under a"D. 1566, 

' theſe ſmiling appearances was hatched a TREE the 
moſt bloody, and the moſt deftruQive to the repoſe 
| of mankind, that had ever been ſuggeſted by ſuperſti- s 
tio to the human heart. Nothing leſs was reſolved 
upon and concerted than the extermination of the Hu- 
gonots in France, the Proteſtants in the Low Coun- 
tries, and the extinction of the Reformed opinions 
throughout all Europe 2%, Bot 


Or this Catholic or Holy League, (for ſo that deteſts 
able conſpiracy was called) an account was brought, 


; by the French ambaſſador, to the queen of Scots; 
5 conjuring her, at the ſame time, in the name of the 
3 king of France, and the cardinal of Lorrain, not to 
; reſtore the leaders of the Proteſtants in her kingdom 
to power and favour, at the very time when the Po- 
y piſh princes on the continent, were combined for the 
f total extirpation of that ſe&*9, Deeply tinctured 
. with all the prejudices of popery, and devoted with 
8. the moſt humble ſubmiſſion to her uncles, the princes 
* of Lorrain, whoſe counſels ſrom her infancy ſhe had 
co been accuſtomed to receive with filial reſpet, Mary 
1. inſtantly joined the confederacy : :—and: hence the 
_ change of her * in regard to the baniſhed 
e, lords 30. 0 F 
"i TS | 
is WM Tuar effects of this new ſyſtem were ſoon viſible 


c- in the conduct of the queen of Scots. The parlia- 
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ment was ſummoned for the attainder of the rebels, 
whoſe guilt was palpable, and ſome meaſures were 
concerted for re-eſtabliſhing the Romiſh religion in 
Scotland 1; fo that the ruin of Murray and his party 
ſeemed now inevitable, and the deſtruct ion of the re- 
formed church no diſtant event, when an unexpected 
incident ſaved both, and W * in de, the 


SONG of Mary herſelf, _ 


Tus incident to which I allude, f. is the murder of 


David Rizio; a man whoſe birth and education af- 


forded little reaſon to ſuppoſe that he ſhould ever at- 
tract the hiſtorian's notice, but whoſe tragical death, 


and its conſequences, make it neceſſary to record bs 
adventures. The ſon of a teacher of muſic at Turin, 


and himſelf a muſician, Rizio had accompanied the 
Piedmonteſe ambaſſador into Scotland, where he 
gained admittance into the queen's family by his {kill 
in his profeſſion; and as Mary found him neceſſary to 
complete her muſical band, ſhe retained him in her 
ſervice, by permiſſion, after the departure of his 
maſter. | Shrewd, ſupple, and aſpiring beyond his 
condition, he quickly crept into the queen's flavour; 
and her French ſecretary happening to retire into his 


own country, ſhe promoted Rizio to that office, which 


gave him frequent opportunity of approaching her 
perſon, and of inſinuating himſelf ſtill farther into 
her good graces. He now began to make a figure at 


court, and to appear as a man of weight and conſe- 


quence : and he availed himſelf ſo well of the acceſs 
which fortune had procured. him, that he was ſoon 
regarded not only as the queen's chief confidant, but 
even as her miniſter, To him the whole train of ſui- 


an Keith, * 316. 
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Darnley, whoſe matriage Ritio *promoted; in hopes 


— 
of acquiring a new patron, while he NNE with AD. 1566, 


his miſtrels' s wilhes, 


— 


Bur this marriage, ſo natural and ſo inviting in all 


its circumſtances, diſappointed the expectations both 


of the queen and her favourite, and terminated in 
events the moſt ſhocking to humanity, Allured by 
the ſtature, ſymmetry, and exterior accompliſhments 
of Darnley, Mary in her choice had overlooked the 
qualities of his mind, which correſponded ill with thoſe 
of his perſon. Violent, yet variable in his temper, 
ſhe could neither by her gentleneſs bridle his infolent 
and imperious ſpirit, nor preſerve him by her vigl- 
lance from rafh and imprudent actions. Of mean 
underſtanding, but, like moſt. fools, conceited of his 
own abilities, he was devoid of all gratitude, becauſe 
he thought no favours equal to his merit; and being 
addicted to low pleaſures, to drunkenneſs and debau- 
chery, he was incapable of any true ſentiments of love 
or tenderneſs 32. All Mary's fondneſs and generoſity 


made no laſting impreſſion on ſuch a heart. He be- 


came, by degrees, careleſs of her perſon, and a ftranger 
to her company. Toa woman and a queen ſuch behavi- 
our was intolerable; but more eſpecially to Mary, who 


poſſeſſed great ſeafibility of temper, and who in the 
firſt effuſions of her love, had taken a pride in exalt- 


ing her huſband beyond meaſure, She had granted 
him the title of King, and had joined his name with 


her own in all public acts. Her diſappointed paſhon 


was therefore as violent, when rouſed into reſent- 


ment, as ber firſt affection kad been ftrong ; and his 


31. Goodal, vol I. Rbertſon, book iv. 
K k 2 behaviour 


" 
tors and expectants applied; and among the reſt 1 


— HIS TONY OF. 
r behaviour appeared -ungenerous and criminal, in pro- 
— porto to the diſtance ſhe had ſtooped to raiſe him, 


n $565, and the honour and 9 to whork ae had 
lifted him, 


wm > © © 


TE heart fore from the wounds and the agitations 
of unrequited love, naturally ſeeks the repoſe, the con» 
ſolation, and the lenient affuaſives of friendſhip, Ri- 
zio ſtill poſſeſſed the confidence of Mary; and as the 
brutal behaviour of her huſband rendered a confidant 
now more neceſſary, ſhe ſeems not only to have made 

uſe of her ſecretary's company, and his muſical ta- 
lents, to ſoothe her diſquieted boſom, but to have im- 
prudently ſhared with him her domeſtic griefs, To - 
ſuppoſe that he alſo ſhared her embraces, is to offer 
an injury to her character, for which hiſtory affords 
no proper foundation 33. But the aſſuming vanity of 
the upſtart, who affected to talk often and familiarly 
with the queen in public, and who boaſted of his in- 
timacy in private; the dark and ſuſpicious mind of 
Darnley, who, inſtead of imputing Mary's coldneſs 
to his own conduct, which had ſo juſtly deſerved it, 
aſcribed the change in her behaviour (ſo different 
ſrom the firſt and happy days of their union !}'to'the 
influence of a new paſſion, together with the rigid 
auſterity of the Scottiſh clergy, who could admit of 
no freedoms, contributed to ſpread this opinion among 
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33. Buchanan, whoſe prejudices are well known, is. the only Scottiſh 
hiſtorian who direct iy accuſes Mary of a criminal love for Rizin. Knox, 
notwithſtanding his violence aud inveteracy, only Nightly inſinuates that 
fuch a ſuſpicion was entertained. But the filence of Randolph, the 
Engliſh Refident, a man abundantly ready to mention, and to aggra- 

vate Mary's faults, and who does not once iufinuate that her confidence 
in Rizio contained any thing criminal, is a ſufficient vindication of her 


innocence agaiuſt all ſuch aſperſious. 


the 
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the people, ever ready to liſten to any ſlander on the LETTER 
court; and the enemies of the favourite, holeſs ready EST 
to take advantage of any popular elamour, ade 10" a AD, 1566. 
pretence for their unjuſt and inhuman vengeance. 


Rizr; who had connected his intereſts witk the 
Roman Catholics, was the declared enemy of the ba- 
niſhed lords; and by promoting the violent proſecu- 
tion againſt them, he had expoſed himſelf to the ani- 
moſity of their numerous friends and adherents. 
Among theſe were the lords Ruthven and Lindſay, the 
eürl of Morton, and Maitland of Lethington. While 
they were rumĩpating upon their grievances, and the 
means of redreſs, the king communicated his reſolu- 
tion to be avenged of 7246 to lord Ruthven, and 
. implored his affiſtance and that of his friends toward 
| the execution of his deſign. Nothing could be more 
acceptable to the whole party than ſuch an overture. 
The murder of the favourite was inſtantly agreed 
; upon, and as quickly carried into execution. Morton 
having ſecured the gates of the palace with an hundred 


; and fixty armed men, the king, accompanied by the 
\ other conſpirators, entered the queen's apartment, by 
4 a private paſſage, while ſhe was at ſupper with her na- 
c tural fiſter, the counteſs of Argyle, Rizio, and à few 
7 more of het courtiers. Mary, who was now-in'the 

ſixth month of her pregnancy, alarmed at ſuch an 
0 unuſual viſit, demanded the reaſon of this rude in- 
M7 truſion. They anſwered her by pointing to Rizio; 


3t who immediately apprehending that he was the de- 
voted victim, retired behind the queen's chalr, and 
I ſeized her by the waiſt, hoping that the reſpect due to 
er her royal perſon would prove ſome protection to him. 

But the conſpirators had gone too far to be reftrained 
* by punQtilios. George Douglas, one of their num- 


bus & _— ber, * 


302 
ARI. 


2 00. 
| "I was torn. from Mary, and puſhed into the anticham- 
ber, where. he was difpatched with many wounds 34, | | 
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ber, laying hold of Daruley's dagger, ſtuck it in the 
body of Rizio; who, ſcreaming with fear and agony, 


6] III. weep no more, ſaid the queen, drying 


| her tears, when informed of her favourite's fate ;— 


„ ſhall now think of revenge.” The inſult on her 


| perſon, the ſtain attempted to be fixed on her honour, 


" and the danger to which her life was expoſed, on ac- 
"count of the advanced ftate of her pregnancy, were 


© Injuries fa atrocious and complicated, as ſcarcely, in- 
dleed, to admit of pardon, even from the greateſt le- 


nity. Mary's reſentment, however, was implacable 


: againſt her huſhand alone. She artfully engaged him, 


by her perſuaſions and careſſes, to diſown all connec - 


tion with the conſpirators. whom he had promiſed to 


Protect; to deny any concurrence id their crime; 
nay, to-publiſh a proclamation containing ſo notori- 


ous a falſchood 35 And having thus made him expoſe 


bicſelf to univerſal contempt, and rendered it im- 


practicable for him to acquire the confidence of any 


a Ports ſhe threw bim off with diſdain ang indignation, 


*. n the anger of the queen of Scots, . 


: Jorbed. by injuries more recent and violent, having 


ſubſided from former offenders, ſhe had been recon- 


ciled to the baniſhed lords. They were reinſtated in 
their honours/and fortunes; The accomplices in Ri- 


_  zio's murder, who had fled Aito England on being de- 


ſerted by Darnley, alſo applied to her for pardon : and 


; _ although the at firſt refuſed camplianen, ſhe after- 
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ward, through the interceſſion 6f Bothwell, a new LETTER. 


favourite, who was defirous of ſtrengthening his party 


803 


L XVII 


a by the acceffion of their intereſt, permitted them to A.D. _ 


return into their own country 36, 


. Tarn hour of Mary's labour now e ; ond 
a5 it ſeemed imprudent to expoſe her perſon, at ſuch a 
time, to the infults which ſhe might ſuffer in a king- 
dom torn by factions, ſhe left the palace, and made 
the caſtle of Edinburgh the place of her reſidence. 


There ſhe was ſafely delivered of a ſon; and this be- 


ing a very important event to England as well as to 


Scotland, ſhe inſtantly diſpatched fir James Melvil to 


London with the intereſting intelligence. It ſtruck Eli- 
AZabeth forcibly and by ſurprize. She had given a ball 
to her court at Greenwich, on the evening of Melvil's 
arrival, and was diſplaying all that ſpirit and gaiety 
which uſually attended her on ſuch occaſions ; but no 
. ſooner was ſhe informed of the prince of Scotland's 


birth, than all her vivacity left her. Senſible of the ſu- 


periority her rival had now acquired, ſhe ſunk into 
deep melancholy : ſhe reclined her head upon her 
hand, the tears trickling down her cheek, and com- 

plained to ſome of her attendants, that the queen of 
Scots was mother of a fair ſon, while ſhe hertelf was 
but a barren ſtock 37. Next morning, however, at 
the audience of the ambaſſador, ſhe reſumed her 


wonted chearfulnefs and diffimulation ; thanked Mel- 


vil for his haſte in bringing her ſuch agreeable news, 
and expreſſed the moſtycordial friendfhip for her fiſter 


= Mary 38. 


Tax birth of a ſon, as Elizabeth ebe gave ad - 
ditional zeal, as well as weight to the partizans of the 


36. Melvil. Keith, Knox. 0 Mebvil. 43. Ibid. 
cl Kk4 queen 


June 29. 


PART. 1... queen of Scots in England ;, and even men of che moſt 
A Df 1566.” 


ae 


opꝑgſite parties began, to call aloud for ſome ſetilement ſu 


eight years, without diſcoyering the leaſt intention to 
marry. A violent illneſs, with which ſhe was ſeized, 


had lately endangered her life, and alarmed Sh 15 
with a proſpect of all the calamities that are oecaſioned 
by a diſputed and dubious ſucceſſion. In order to pro- 
vide againſt thoſe evils, a motion was made, and eager- 
ly liſtened to in both houſes of parliament, for addreſſ. 
ing the queen on the ſubject. Her love for her people, 
her duty to the public, her concern for poſterity, it was 
urged, equally called upon her, either to declare ber 
own: reſolution do marry, or conſent to an dun Mal cli 15 


the ardes of n to dhe a0 1. 1 


# 1 a * 


e 38 nd e e character, 


nod, the poſitive affirmation, which the had often 


and early made, as already obſerved, that ſhe meant 


to live and die a v IRGIN-QUEEN, rendered it impro- 
bable, notwithſtanding the inſinuations of her mini- 
ſters, that ſhe wayld take the firſt of theſe ſteps; and 
as ng title to the crown could with any colour of juſ- 
tice, be ſet in ↄppoſition to that of the queen of Scots, 


moſt of the Engliſh nobility ſeemed convinced. of the 
geceſſity of declaring her the preſumptive ſucceſſor, 
The union of the two kingdoms was a deſirable object 


to all qiſcetnigg men; and the birth of the prince of 
Scotlagd gave hopes of its perpetuity. Even the more 


moderate Proteſtants, ſoothed by Mary's lenity to her 


- own ſubjeQs, concurred with the Catholics in ſupport- 


ang ber claim 4. Nor would all the policy and ad- 


dreſs of. Elizabeth have been able to prevent the ſet- 
jlement of the crgwn on her rival, had not Mary's in- 


39. D wet, Yourn- of Parliament. 49. Melyil. 
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of the crown. The Engliſh queen had now reigned 
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diſcretions, if not her crimes, "thrown her from the 


ee COIs an 1 b 1 her in e and 


Jauss 3 ud of Bothwell, 0 of an 
ancient family in Scotland, but a man of profligate 
manners, and by no means eminent for talents either 
civil or military, had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his at- 


"LETTER 


"7 


A.D. mo 


en,, 


tachment to the queen; and ſince the death of Rizio, 


from the cuſtody. of whoſe murderers he had been the 


chief inſtrument of releaſing her, Mary's gratitude, 


and perhaps a warmer ſentiment, had loaded him with 
particular marks of her favour and confidence. She 


1. 


- 


had raiſed him to offices of power and of truſt, and 


tranſacted no matter of importance without his ad- 
vice. Bothwell gained on her affection (for ſuch it 
certainly ſoon, became) i in proportion, as her-regard for 


her huſband declined; and her contempt for the. lat» - 
ter appears to have been completed, though not o 


fioned by her love for the former, The attention and 
complaiſance of a man, who had vindicated her au- 
thority, and protected her perſon; who entered into 
all her views, and watched every opportunity of re- 
commending his paſſion, could ſcarce indeed fail of 
making an impreſſion on a heart naturally too ſuſcepti- 


ble; or of rouſing to the greateſt height the indigna- 


tion of a woman and a queen, againſt an unworthy 
object, on whom ſhe had placed her love, and who 
had requited it with negleQ, wn inſult, and with 
brutality ar, 1 


Manx was not only ſuſpected of a criminal com- 
merce with Bothwell, but ſo indiſcreet had her fami- 


41. Anderſon, vol. i. P- 93, 94. Robertſon, book iv. 


liarity 


— 


T HE HISTORY OF 

harity heen, and ſo ſtrongly marked her hatred againſt 
her huſband, that when Henry, unable to bear that 
iünſignificance into which he was fallen, left the court 


and retired to Glaſgow, a diſtemper of an extraordi- 


nary nature, with which he was ſeized ſoon after his 
arrival, was univerſally aſcribed by her enemies to a 
doſe of poiſon, which it was pretended ſhe had pro- 


cured to be adminiffered to him. The king himſelf, 


however, ſeems to have had no ſuch ſuſpicion; for, the 


queen having paid him a viſit during his ſickneſs, and 
diſcovered great anxiety for his recovery, he actom- 


panied her to Edinburgh, as ſoon as he could be moved, 
in order that ſhe herſelf might be able to attend him 


without being abſent from her ſon 42. He was lodged 


for the benefit of retirement and air, as was pretended, 
in a ſolitary houſe called the Kirk of Field, ſituated ona 
 rifing ground, at ſome diſtance from the p.lace of Ho- 


_ ltyrood Houſe, There he was affiduouſly attended by 


Mary, who flept ſeveral nights in the chamber under 
his apartment, But on the ninth of February, about 
eleven o'clock at night, fhe left the Kirk of Field, 
im order to be preſent at a maſque in tlie palace; - 
and, about two o'clock next morning, the houſe in 


which the king lay was blown up with gunpowder, 


und his dead body was found in A doris 


? ae 59. 1 ef 


34 Tux bt Bothwell was e conſidered as 


the author of | this horrid murder 44: ſome ſuſpicions 
were entertained that the queen herfelf was no ſtran- 


ger to the crime; and the ſubſequent conduct of both, 
independent of 2 other cireumſtance, affords a 


4 1 {5/3124 353, 4 
v1 1:43 een n. Dr. Robertſon FINE 18 e do have 


been inſpired- by che infidious blandiſu ments of Mary H. Scat. bool i. 
43. Craufurd. Spoti wood. Keith. 
i»# Melvil's Mem p. 155- Anderfon, vol. i. 
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firong preſumption of their mutual guilt. - Mary not LETTER 
only induſtriouſly avoided bringing Bothwell to a fair | — 
and legal trial 45, notwithſtanding the earneſt entrea- — 


ties of the earl of Lennox, the king's father, and the 
ral voice of the nation, but allowed the man, 


publicly accuſed of the murder of her huſband, to 


enjoy all the dignity and power, as well as all the 
confidence. and familiarity of a favourite 46 She 


committed to him the government of the caſtle of Ed- 
inburgh ; which with the offices he already poſſeſſ- 


ed, gave him the entire command of the South of 


Scotland. She was carried off by him, in returning 


from a viſit to her ſon, and ſeemingly with her own con- 
ſent 48; ſhe lived with him for ſame time in a ſtate of 


ſuppoſed violation; and as ſoon as he could procute a 


ſentence of Hohe, ſeparating him from a young lady 
of virtue and merit, to whom he was lawfully mar- 


«fied; ſhe ſhamefully gave her hand to this reputed | 


| mes and ves 1 


* nounced without the examination of a ſingle witneſs, was conſidered as 


48. A A kind, of weck trial was held, but hurried an with indeceng 


3 precipitangy, and precede by ſo many indications of violence, that Lene 


nox was aſraid.to appear in ſupport of his charge. After in vain crav- 


ing delay, he &erefore proteſted againſt the legality of any ſentence | 
_ that might be given. As no accuſer appeared, the jury was 'un- 


der the neceſſity of acquitting Bothwell z but this judgment, pro- 


an argument of his guilt rather than a proof of his innocence. Beſides 
other ſuſpicious circumſtances, he was accompanied to the place of trial 


by a large body of armed men. Anderſon, vol. i. Keith, p. 474, 376. 


46. Even While lying under the accuſation of the king's murder, 
Bothwell lived for ſome time in the ſame houſe with Mary, and touk his 
ſeat in the coupcil as yſual, inſtead of bg to cloſe priſon. 


Anderſes, vol. i. ii. 


45. Spotſwood, p. 206. | oats 
48. Melvil's Me. p. 158. Melvil, who was himſelf one of Mary's 
tendants, tells us not only that he ſaw no figns of reluctance, but that he 
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2 particular, ſteps, by which, theſe events v were 


. brought about, are of little moment: it is of more 


* 


fo 


| importance to mark their-conſequences.- Such a quick 


ſyeceſſion- of incidents, ſo ſingular, and ſo dete ſtable, 
filled all Europe with amazement, and threw infamy 


not only on the principal actors in che guilty ſcene, 


but alſo on the whole nation. The Scots were uni- 


verſally reproached as men void of courage, or of hu- 
manity z as equally regardleſs of the reputation of 


tlieir queen, and the honour of their country, in ſuf- 
tering do many atrocious actions to Me with 1 oy: 
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ITnussx reproaches, ſo juſtly NPY wether with 
ſome attempts made by Bothwell to get, the young 


prince into his power, rouſed the Scottiſh nobles from 


their lethargy. -. A conſiderable body of them aſ- 


ſembled at Sirling,: and entered into an aſſociation for 
the defence of the prince's perſon, and for;puniſhing 


the kidg's murderers 59, The queen and Bothwell 
were:thrown into the utmoſt conſternation by the 
news of this league. They were no ſtrangers to the 


ſentiments of the nation with reſpect to their conduct: | 
they foreſaw the ſtorm chat was ready to burſt on 


their heads; and, in order to provide againſt 1 ir, Mary 
inped A proclamation, requiring her  ſubje&s. to take 
arms and attend her buſband, by a day. appointed. 
She publiſhed; at the ſame time, a ſort of manifeſto, 
an which ſne endeavoured to vindicate her govern- 


ment from thoſe | imputations with which it had been 
foaded,” and employed the ſtrongeſt terms to expreſs 


her concern for the ſafety and ellen of the prince 
her ſon. But rapped FE theſe: theaſures Teen any 


on las: 197 25 9 
4% Anderſan, vol. i. Mebril p- _ — No. XX. 
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miles from Edinburgh ; and Mary was ſoon. made. 


greater part of his little fleet was taken, together with | 
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conſiderable effect. The aſſociated lords had af- | 
ſembled an army, before the queen and Bothwell IE. 
were in any condition to face them. Mary and her Py 2 i 
huſband fled: to Dunbar; and as Bothwell had many 
dependants ia that quarter, he gathered, in a ſhort 
time, ſuch Arength as emboldened him to leave the 


town and cd an advance toward the Py 


75 Tue two armies met at Catberry-hill, "about fix, | 


ſenble, that her on troops, nearly equal in number 
to thoſe of the confederates, diſapproved of her cauſe,” 
and were averſe to ſpill their blood in her quarrel Si. 
They diſcovered no inclination to fight. She endea- , 
voured to animate them: ſhe wept, ſhe threatened, 
ſhe reproached them with cowardice ; but all in vain... 
After ſome bravadoes of Bothwell, to vindicate his 
innocence; by fingle combat, but which he declined 
when an adyerſaty offered to enter the liſts, Mary ſaw. 
no reſource but that of holding a conference with Kir- 
kaldy of Grange, one of the chief of the confederates, 
and of putting herſelf, on ſome general promiſes, i in- 
to ad randy | dt NY 10 
eln, during this parley:; took his lat fare- ; 
well of the queen, and fled unattended to Dunbar; 
where, finding it impoſſible to colleQ freſh forces, be. ' 
fitted out a few-ſmall veſſels, ſer fail for the Orkneys, 
and there ſubſiſted ſome time by piracy. But being 
purſued even to that extreme corner by Kickaldy, the 


ſeyeral of his ſervants, who afterwards diſcovered all. 


$1---Sporſwood, p. 20. Rejth, P. 40% 403. 1 
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er. the circumſtances of the kings murder, and ſuffered 
Tce, ſor their ſhare in the erime 533. Bothwell himſelf 
2 made his eſcape to Norway with a fingle ſhip. On 
that coaſt he attempted to renew his piracies; was 
there taken, "thrown into priſon, loft his ſenſes, and 


died miſerably ten years after, in the bottom of a dun- 


geon, unpitied by his country men, and 9 by 
ſtrangers 54. 


_ Mzanwrite: the queen of Scots, now in the handy 
of ag enraged faction, met with ſuch treatment as a 
ſovereign may naturally expect from ſubjeQs, who 
have their future ſecurity to provide for, as well as 


their preſent animoſity to gratify. She was conduct- 


ed to Edinburgh, amid the inſults of the populace ; 
who reproached her with her crimes, and held up be- 
fore her eyes, which way ſoever ſhe turned, a ſtand- 
ard, on which was painted the dead body of her late 
huſband, and her infant ſon kneeling before it, and 


uttering theſe words: Judge and revenge my cauſe, 


«Q Lord!“ - Mary ſhrunk with horror from ſuch a 
a {hocking object; but notwithſtanding all her ar- 
gument and entreaties, the ſame ſtandard was held to 
view, and the {ame inſults and reproaches repeated 55. 


Vader pretence that her behaviour was unſuitable to 


her condition, and fearing the return of Bothwell, to 
whom ſhe ſtill declared her attachment, the confede- 
rates ſent her next day to the caſtle of Lochlevin, 
ſeated oa a ſmall ifland, in the middle of a lake of 
the ſame name; and figned a warrant to William 


Douglas, the owner of * to detain her _ = 
wr * . 


83. Anderſon derfon, vol. ih A 1 
55. Crawfurd's Mem. p. 33. W 402. 1 
3. Keith, p. . 
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No ſooner did the news of theſe events reach Eng- LETTER 


land, than Elizabeth, apparently laying aſide all het 


Stn 


LXVI. 


jealouſies and fears, ſeemed reſolved to employ her 4. D. 1567. 


authority for alleviating the calamities of her unhap- 


py kinſwoman. She inſtantly: diſpatched fir Nicho- 


las Throgmorton into Scotland, with power to ne- 
gociate both with the queen and the confederates. 
In his inſtructions there appears a remarkable ſolici - 
tude for Mary's liberty, and even for her reputa- 
tion 57, But neither Elizabeth's interpoſition, nor 
Throgmorton's zeal and abilities, were of much bene- 
fit to the Scottiſh queen. The confederates foreſaw 


that Mary, elated by the proſpect of protection, 


would reject with diſdain the overtures which they in- 
tended: to make her; they therefore preremptorily 
denied the ambaſſador acceſs to their priſoner, and 


either refuſed or eluded what propoſals he made them 
in x her ene 58, 


Tus queen of Scots, in the meantime, endured all 
the rigour and horrors of a priſon, No proſpect of 
liberty appeared : none of her ſubjects had either 
taken arms, or ſo much as ſolicited her relief; nor 
was any perſon in whom ſhe could confide admitted 
into her preſence, She was cut off from all the 
world. In this melancholy fituation, without a 
counſellor, without a friend, under the preſſure of 


misfortune, and the apprehenſion of danger, it was 


natural for a woman to liſten to almoſt any overtures. 


The confederates took advantage of Mary's diſtreſs 


and of her fears. They employed lord Lindſay, the 


fierceſt zealot of the party, to make her acquainted 


1 their purpoſe; and * 8 to ä 


37. e 8 Ibid. p. 477. 


2 5 | her 


6 _ LV NIL ORY Oe 
| PART 1. her, as the principal confſpirator againſt the life of hei 


huſband and the ſafety of her ſon, if the refuſed to 
comply witch their demands. Mary, overpowered 
by her anhappy condition, and believing that no deed 


— 
IG 1367. 


which ſhe ſhould execute during her captivity, could 


Joly 24, be valid, ſignedd a reſignation of the crown; in conſe- 
quence of which the earl of Murray was appointed 
regent under the young prince, who was * 
Ling, by the name of TON EIS 


Here, pd Philip, I muſt make a pauſe, for 


"the ſake of perſpicuity. The ſubſequent part of this 
intereſting ſtory, the contiavation of the civil wars 
in France, and the riſe of thoſe in the Low Countries, 
will furniſh materials for the next Letter. 


359. Anderſon. Melvil. Keith. Crawfſurd. 
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Scors into ENGLAND, with an Account of the Civil 
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5 


T. condeſcenſion of the queen of Scots in reſign - LETTER 
ing the crown to her ſon, and the adminiſtration ee 
of government to her rebellious ſubjects, did not pro- A. D. 1565. 
eure her enlargement. She was ftill confined in the 

caſtle of Lochlevin. A parliament, ſummoned by 

the earl Murray, even declared her reſignation valid, 

and her impriſonment lawful, while it recognized his 

election to the office of regent*; and being a man of 

vigour and abilities, he employed himſelf fucceſsfully 

in reducing the kingdom to obedience. 


Bur although moſt men ſeemed to acquieſce in 
Murray's authority, there ſtill abounded in Scotland 
many ſecret murmurs and cabals. The duke of Cha- 
telherault, who, as firſt prince of the blood, thought 
he had an undoubted right to the regency, bore no 
goodwill to the new government: and the ſame ſenti- 
ments were embraced by his numerous friends and 
adherents, All who leaned to the ancient opinions 
in religion, were inclined to join this party; and the 
length and rigour of Mary's ſufferings began to move 
many, who had formerly deteſted her crimes, or 
blamed her imprudence, to commiſerate her preſent 
condition. Animated by theſe different motives, a 
bedy of the nobility met at Hamilton, and concerted A.D. 1568. 
meaſures for ſupporting the cauſe of the queen. 


-s 89 
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WhHiLE the Scottiſh nation ſeemed thus returning 
to ſentiments of duty and loyalty to their ſovereign, 
Mary recovered her liberty, in a manner no leſs ſur- 
priſing to her friends than unexpected by her ene · 
mies. She engaged, by her charms and careſſes, 
George Douglas, her keeper's brother, to aſſiſt her in 
attempting her eſcape. He conveyed her in diſguiſe into 
a ſmall boat, and himſelf rowed her aſhore. She 
haſte ned to Hamilton; and the news of her arrival at 
that place being immediately ſpread abroad, her court 
was filled ina few days, with a great and ſplendid 
train of nobility, accompanied by ſuch numbers of 
their retainers, as compoſed an army of fix thouſand 
combatants. Her reſignation of the crown, which ſhe 
declared to have been extorted by fear, was pronounced 


illegal and void, by a council of the nobles and chief 


mien of her party; and an affociation was formed, at 
the ſame time, for the defence of her perſon and au- 
thority, and ſubſcribed by nine earls, nine biſhops, 
eighteen lords, and many gentlemen of diftinQion *, 


EL1zaBETH, when informed of the eſcape of the 
queen of Scots, diſcovered a reſolution of perſevering 
in the ſame generous and friendly meaſures, which ſhe 
had hitherto purſued, fince the confinement of that 
princeſs. She 1s ſuppoſed to have been chiefly with- 
held from employing force againſt the regent, by the 
fear of puſhing him to ftill greater extremities againſt 
his ſovereign; and ſhe now diſpatched Maitland of 


| Lethington into Scotland, to offer her good offices, 


and the aſſiſtance of her arms to Mary +. But the Re- 
gent made ſuch haſte to aſſemble forces, that the fate 


of Scotland was decided before any Engliſh ſuccours 


could arrive. Confiding in the valour of his troops, 


238 Keith, p. 475. 4. Buchanan, lib. xix. Keith, p. 477. 
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Murray took the field with an Lo I 


Mary's in number; and a battle was fought at Lang - 
fide; near Glaſgow, which proved deciſive in his fa- 
vour, and was followed by the total diſperſion of the 


.queen's party. 


Maxy, who within the ſpace of thirteen aayt, bad 


been a priſoner at the mercy of her rebellious ſubjects, 
had feen a powerful army under her command, and a 


numerous train of nobles at her devotion, was now 


obliged to flee, in the utmoſt danger Ger life, and 
lurk with a few attendants, in a corner of her king- 


dom. She had beheld the engagement from a neigh- 
| bouring hill; and fo lively were her impreffions of 
fear, when ſhe ſaw that army broken, on 'which her 


laſt hope reſted, that ſhe never cloſed her eyes till ſhe 


"reached the abbey of Dundrenan, in Galloway, a- 
bove faxty miles from the field of battle 5, Not think- 
ing herſelf ſafe, ever in that obſcure retreat, and til] 


kaunted by the horrors of a priſon, ſhe embraced the 
raſh reſolution of retiring into England, and of throw- 
ing l © on the grneroity of her kinſwoman, 


Sbirndern was now under the neceſſity of 


coming to ſome deciſive determination, with reſpect to 


her treatment of the queen of Scots; and the pleaſure 
of mortifying,. while in her power, a rival whoſe 
beauty and accompliſhments ſhe envied, together with 


the cautious and intereſted counſels of Cecil her prime 


miniſter, determined her to diſregard. all the motives 
of friendſhip and generous tympethy, and to regulate 
her conduct ſolely by the cruel maxims of an infidi- 
ous policy. In anſwer therefore to Mary” 8 meſſage, 


-notifying her arrival in England, craving leave to viſit 


5. Keith, p. 481. 
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the queen, and claiming her protection, in conſequence 
of former promiſes and profeſſions of regard, Eliza- 
beth artfully replied, That while the queen of Scots 


lay under the imputation of a crime ſo horrid as the 


murder of her huſband, ſhe could not, without bring- 
ing a ſtain on her own reputation, admit her into uh 
preſence; but as ſaon as ſhe had cleared herſelf from 
that aſperſion, ſhe might depend on a reception ſuit- 


able to her dignity, and en proportioned to her 
neceſſities 6. 


Mar was ed with ſorrow and ſurprize 
at ſo unexpected a manner of evading her requeſt : nor 


was her boſom a ſtranger to the feelings of indignation); 


but the diftreſs of her condition obliged her to declare, 


that ſhe would willingly juſtify berſelf to her ſiſter 


from all imputations, and chearfully ſubmit her cauſe 


to the arbitration of ſo good a friend 7. This was the 


very point to which Elizabeth wiſhed to bring the 


matter, and the great object of her intrigues. She 


now conſidered herſelf as umpire between the queen of 
Scots and her ſubjeRs, and began to act in that capa- 
city. She propoſed to appoint commiſſioners to hear 
the pleadings on both ſides, and wrote to the Regent 
of Scotland, to appoint proper perſons to appear be- 


fore them in his name, and to produce what he 


could alledge in vindication of his e againſt 


his SEE wi 


8 — had hitherto relied with ſome degree 


| of confidence on Elizabeth's profeſſions, 'and who, 
- when ſhe: conſented to ſubmit her cauſe to that prin- 


ceſs, expected that the queen herſelf would receive 


and examine her defences, now plainly perceived the 


6 Anderſon, vol. iv, 1 Id. Ibid. | a 
| artifice 
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: artifice of her rival, and the ſnare that had been laid 2 

8 for her, She therefore retracted the offer ſhe ha- 
: made, and which had been perverted to a purpoſe ſo 4. P. 1568. 
© contrary to her intention; ſhe meant to confider Eli- 


zabeth as an equal, for whoſe ſatisfaction ſhe was wil- 


C ling to explain any part of her conduct, that ſeemed 
n liable to cenſure, not to acknowledge her as a ſuperior. 
3 But her own words will beſt expreſs her ſentiments on 


this ſubject. In my preſent ſituation,” ſays ſhe, in 
a letter to the Engliſh queen, I neither will nor can 
«© reply to the accuſations of my ſubjects. But I am 


p % ready of my own accord, and out of friendſhip to 
: « you, to ſatisfy your ſcruples, and to vindicate my 
7 « own conduct. My ſubje&s are not my equals : 
g « nor will I, by ſubmitting my cauſe to a judicial 
. te trial, acknowledge them to be ſo. I fled into your 
. “arms, as into thoſe of my neareſt relation, and moſt 
g perfect friend. I did you honour, as J imagined, 
5 in chuſing you preferably to any other prince, to 
K « be the reſtorer of an injured queen. Was it ever 
: te known that a prince was blamed for hearing in per- 
4 ce ſon the complaints of thoſe who applied to his juſ- 
t te rice, againſt the falſe accuſations of their enemies ? 


i « You admitted into your preſence my baſtard bro- 
e &« ther, who had been guilty of rebellion; and you 
t &« deny me that honour ! God forbid that I ſhould be 
te the cauſe of bringing any ſtain on your reputation! 
« expected that your manner of treating me would 
0 ce have added luſtre to it. Suffer me either to implore 
te the aid of other princes, whoſe delicacy on this 
- | «& head will be leſs, and their reſentment of my wrongs 
e ce greater; or let me receive from your hands that 
e « aſſiſtance, which it becomes you more than any o- 


8. Anderſon, ubi ſup. 
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— «© ther prince to granty and by that benefit bind me 
Fp : 7% * to nord in the mann ties of gratitude, 1 


This letter, which ſomewhat diſconcerted her plan, 
the Engliſh queen laid before her privy council; and it 
was there agreed, that Elizabeth could not, coafiſtent- 


ly with her own honour, or with the afety of her go- 


vernment, either give the queen of Scots the aſſiſtance 
which ſhe demanded, or permit her to reti re out of the 


kingdom, before the inquiry into her conduct was 


finiſhed. It was alſo agreed to remove Mary, for the 
ſake of greater ſafety, from Carliſſe, where ſhe had 
taken refuge, to Bolion, a caſtle belonging to lord 
Seroop, on the borders of Yorkſhire * N 

Tas e of the Engliſh privy 3 in re. 
* to Mary's perſon, was immediately carried into 
execution; and ſhe now found herſelf entirely in her 
rival's power. Her. correſpondence with ber friends 
in Scatland was become more difficult; all proſpect of 
eſcape was cut off; and although ſhe was ſtill treated 
with the reſpet due to a, queen, her real condition 
Was: that of a priſoner. . She knew what it was to be 
deprived of liberty, and dreaded engen as the 


work of evils, 


ö laid hold of this ſalon of terror, of 


| a and deſpair, to extort Mary's conſent to 


the projected trial, She was confident, ſhe ſaid, that 
the queen of Scots would find no difficulty in refuting 
all the calymnies of ber enemies; and though her apo- 
logy ſhould even fall ſhort of conviction, ſhe was de- 
termined to ſupport her cauſe, It was never meant, 


ſhe added, that Mary ſhould be Cited to a trial on the 


9. Anderſon, vol. iv. 10. Ibid, 
| | accu- 
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accuſation of her rebellious ſubjeQs ; but on the cans? LETTER 
trary, that they ſhould be ſummoned to appear and o 
juſtify themſelves for their conduct toward her 1. Ap. 1368. 
Commiſſioners were accordingly appointed by the 


Engliſh miniſtry for the examination of this great 
cauſe; and conferences were held between them and 
the Scottiſh commiſſioners, part in the name of the 


queen, and part in behalf of the king and kingdom, | 


firſt at york, and afterward at Weſtminſter, 


Dvins the conferences at York, Mary* s commiſſi- 
oners ſeemed to triumph, as the Regent bad hitherto 
declined accufing her of any participation in the guilt 
of her huſband's murder, which alone could juſtify 
the violent proceedings of her ſubjects. But the face 


of the queſtion was ſoon changed, on the renewal of 


the conferences at Weſtminſter, immediately under 


the eye of the Engliſh queen. Murray, encouraged 


by the aſſurances of Elizabeth's protection, laid aſide 
his delicacy and his fears, and not only charged his 
ſovereign with conſenting to the murder of her huſ- 
band, but with being acceſſary to the contriyance 
and execution of it. The ſame accuſation was offered 


by the earl of Lennox; who appearing before the 


Engliſh commiſſioners, a vengeance for the oy 
of his {on 12, 


Bur accuſations were not enough for Elizabeth: 


the wanted to have proofs : and in order to draw them 


with decency from the Regent, ſhe commanded her 


commiſſioners to teſtify her indignation and diſplea- 


ſure at his preſumption, in forgetting ſo far the duty 
of a ſubject, as to accuſe his ſovereign of ſuch atro: 


_cious crimes. Murray, thus arraigned in his turn, 


11. Id. Ibid. 23. Goodall, vol. ii. Anderſon, vol. iv. 
| 114 | offered 
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PART I. offered to ſhew that his accuſations were neither falſe 


X 


AD. ! nor malicious. He produced, among other evidences, 
in ſupport of his charge, ſome Sonnets and Love-let- 


ters, from Mary to Bothwell, written partly before, 
partly after the murder of her huſband, and: contain- 


ing inconteſtable proofs of her conſent to that barba- 
rous deed, of her criminal amours, and her concur- 
rence in the pretended rape. Stunned by this latent 


_ againft which it appears they were not provid- 


| 3 z. Some bold attempts have lately been made to prove theſe Letters 
and Sonnets to be forgeries ; but, unfortunately for Mary's reputation, 
the principal arguments, in ſupport of their authenticity, yet remain un- 
anſwered. 1. They were examined and compared with her acknow- 
ledged hand-writing, in many letters to Elizabeth, not only by the 
Engliſh commiſhoners, and by the Scottiſh council and parliament, but 
- by the Engliſh privy council, aſſiſted by ſeveral noblemen well affected 
to the cauſe of the queen of Scots, wha all admitted them to be authen- 
tic. (Anderſon, vol. iv) This circumſtance is of great weight in the 


diſpute ; for although it is not very difficult to counterfeit a ſubſcription, _ 


it is almoſt impoſſible to counterfeit any number of pages, ſo perfectly as 
to elude detection. 2. Mary and her commiſſioners, by declining to re- 
ſute the charge of the Regent, though requeſted to attempt a refutation 
in any manner or form, and told by Elizabeth, that ſilence would be 
conſidered as the fulleſt confeſſion of guilt, ſeemed to admit the juſtice 
of the accuſation. (Id. ibid.) 3. The duke of Norfolk, who had been 
' favoured with every opportunity of examining the Letters in queſtion, 
and who gave the ſtrongeſt marks of his attachment to the queen of 


Scots, yet believed them to be authentic. (State T-yats, vol. i.) 4. In 


the conferences between the duke, Maitland of Lethington, and biſhop 
Leſley, all zealous partizans of Mary, the authenticity of the Letters aud 
her participation in the murder of her huſband, are always taken. for 
granted. (Id. Ibid.) 5. But, independent of all other evidence, 
the Letters themſelves contain many internal proofs of their authen- 


ticity ; many minute and unneceffary particulars, which could have 


eccurred' to no perſon employed to forge. them, and which, as the 
Engliſh commiſſioners ingeniouſly obſerved, © were unknown to any 
other than to herſelf and Bothwell.” 6, Their very indelicacy is 
a proof of their authenticity; for although Mary, in at: amorous mo- 
ment, might flide into a groſs expreſſion, in writing to a man to whom 
ſhe had ſacrificed her honour, the framer of no forgery. could hope to 


gain it credibility, by imputing ſuch expreſſions to ſo polite and accom- 
pliſhed à princeſs as the queen of &ᷣcots. 


ed 


n ß a. a a 


” 0 &Q ww SD ©o - * 


— 


. 


MODERN EUROPE. 


* 


ed with any proper defence, Mary' benni 


endeavoured to change the enquiry into a negocia- 


Baal broke off che en without making * 
reply. 


ELIZABETH having got into her 1 
evidences of her rival's guilt, began to treat her with 


leſs delicacy. Orders were given for removing Mary 


from Bolton, a place ſurrounded with Catholics, to 
Tutbury, in the county of Suffolk. And as Elizabeth 


entertained hopes that the queen of Scots, depreſſed 


by her misfortunes, and ſcarce recovered from the 
ſhock of the late attack on her reputation, would now 


be glad to ſecure a ſafe retreat at the expence of her 


grandeur, ſhe promiſed to bury every thing in ob- 
livion, provided Mary would agree, either to con- 
firm her reſignation of the crown, or to aſſociate her 


ſon with her in the government, and let the admini- 


ſtration remain with the earl of Murray during the 
minority of James. But that high-ſpirited princeſs 


refuſed all treaty on ſuch terms. Heath,“ ſaid ſhe, 


& is leſs dreadful than ſuch an ignominious ſtep. 
60 Rather than give away with my own hands, the 
« crown which deſcended to me from my anceſtors, 
« ] will part with life: but the laſt words which [ 
6 utter ſhall be thoſe of a queen of Scotland '4 !” 


© AFTER an end had been put to the confere nces, the 


Regent returned into Scotland, and Mary was con- 


fined more cloſely than ever. In vain did ſhe ſtill de- 
mand, that Elizabeth ſhould either aſſiſt her in reco- 


vering her authority, or permit her to retire into 


14. Haynes, p. 497. Goodall, vol. ii, 
France, 
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tion; and finding that attempt impracticable, as the = 
Eng liſh commiſſioners inſiſted on proceeding, they 
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princes.” Aware of the danger attending both theſe 
. propoſals,” Elizabeth reſolved to comply with neither, 
but to detain her rival ſtill a priſoner :z—and the proofs 
produeed of Mary's guilt, ſhe hoped would apolo- 
gize for this ſeverity. The queen of Scots, however, 
before the Regent's departure, had artfully recrimi- 
nated upon him and his party, by accufing them of 
havitig deviſed and executed the murder of the king. 
And although this accuſation, which was not given in 
till after the diſſolution of the conferences, was gene- 
rally confidered as a mere expreffion of reſentment !, 
Mary had behaved with ſo much modeſty, pröprlety, | 
and even dignity, during her confinement, that her 
friends were enabled, on plauſible grounds, to deny 
the reality of the 'crimes imputed to her: and a 
ſcheme was formed in both kingdoms, for reſtoring 
Res. to liberty, and N ror, her on her throne, 


Tur fatal mafia of the queen of Scots with 
Bothwell, was the grand ſource of all her misfor- 
tunes. A divorce only could repair, in any degree, 
the injuries her reputation had ſuffered by that ſtep; 
and a new choice ſeemed the moſt eſſectual means of 


recovering her authority. Her friends therefore 


looked out for a huſband, whoſe influence would be 
ſufficient to accompliſh this defirable end, A foreign 
alliance was, for many reaſons, to be avoided ; and 
as the duke of Norfolk was, without compariſon, the 


15. Hume, vol. v, If Mary's commiſſioners could have produced 
any proofs of the earl of Murray's guilt, they would ſurely, as able ad- 
vocates and zealous partizans, have prevented the accuſation of her ene- 


mies; or they would have confronted accuſation with accuſation, in- 


ſtead of breaking off the conferences at the very moment the charge was 
brought againſt their miſtreſs, and when all their eloquence was be 
come neceſſary for the viudication of her honour, 
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a 


firſt ſubject in England, and enjoyed the rare felicity LETTER 


of being popular with the moſt oppoſite factions, bis 
: marriage with the queen of Scots appeared ſo natural, 
that it had occurred to ſeveral of his own friends, as 
well as to thoſe of Mary, Maitland of Lethington 
opened the ſcheme to him. He ſet before that no- 
bleman the glory of compoſing the diſſenſions in Scot- 
land; and, at the ſame time, held to his view the 
profpeat of reaping the ſucceſſion of England. The 
duke readily cloſed with a propoſal ſo flattering to bis 
ambition; nor was Mary herſelf averſe againſt a 
meaſure which promiied ſo IP a change in ber 
condition * 


: Bur this 8 like all thoſe formed for the r re· 
lief of the queen of Scots, had an unfortunate iſſue, 
Though the duke of Norfolk, who poſſeſſed in an 
eminent degree the good -graces of his ſovereign,. as 
well as the favour of the whole nation, had declared 
that Elizabeth's conſent ſhould be obtained before the 
coneluſion of his marriage, be attempted previouſly to 
gain the approbation of the moſt conſiderable Engliſh 
_ nobility, as he had reaſon to apprehend a violent op- 
poſition from her perpetual and unrelenting jealouſy 
of her rival; and as the nation now began to deſpait 
of the queen's marrying, and Mary's right to the 
ſucceſſion was generally held to be undoubted, her 
alliance with an Engliſhman, and a zealous Proteſ- 
tant, ſeemed ſo effectually to provide againſt all thoſe 
evils, which might be apprehended from her choice 
of a foreign and a popiſh prince, that the greater 
part of the peers, either directly or tacitly, approved 
of it as a ſalutary project. Even the earl of Leiceſ- 
ter, Elizabeth's avowed favourite, ſeemed to enter 


26. Camden. Haynes, 


zealouily 
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ꝛealouſly into Norfolk's intereſts, and wrote, with 
FN his own hand, a letter to Mary, - ſubſcribed by ſeve- 


veral other noblemen, warmly recommending the 


5 match 17. 


; | So extenſive a confederacy could not eſcape the vi- 
gilance of Elizabeth, or of Cecil, her prime miniſter; 
a man of the deepeſt penetration, and fincerely at- 


tached to her perſon and government. Norfolk, 


however, flattered himſelf, that the union of ſo many 
noblemen would make it neceſſary for the queen to 
comply; ; and in a matter of ſo much conſequence to 
the nation, the taking a few ſteps without her know- 
ledge could ſcarce, he thought, be reckoned criminal, 
But Elizabeth thought otherwiſe... Any meaſure'to 


| her appeared criminal, that tended fo viſibly to ſave 


the reputation and increaſe the power of her rival, 
She'alſo ſaw, that, how perfect ſoe ver Norfolk's al- 
legiance might be, and that of the greater part of the 
noblemen who eſpouſed his cauſe, they who conduQ- 
ed the intrigue, had farther and more dangerous 
views, than the relief of the queen of Scots: and ſhe 
dropt ſeveral hints to the duke, that ſhe was acquaint- 
ed with his defigns, warning him frequently to „ be- 
% ware on what pillow he repoſed his heads!“ Cer- 


„Kit intelligence of this dangerous combination was at 


length given her by Leiceſter, who had perbaps 
coumenanced the project with no other intention than 


to defeat it. The Scottiſh Regent, threatened with 


Elizabeth's diſpleaſure, alſo meanly betrayed the 


duke; put his letters into her hands, and furniſhed 


all the information in his power. Norfolk was com- 
mitted to the Tower; ſeveral other noblemen were 


17. Lefley. Haynes, 8. Camden. Spotſwood. 
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moved to Coventry, where her impriſonment was 
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taken into cuſtody ; and the queen of Scots was re- LET TEA 


Ixvit 


rendered more intolerable, by an exceſs of vigilance A b. 156 | 


4 


and rigour 9. 


Tus intrigue was no ſooner diſcovered than an 
attempt was made for reſtoring the Scottiſh queen to 
liberty by force of arms. The earls of Northumber- 
land and Weſtmoreland, two of the moſt ancient and 
powerful of the Engliſh peers, were both attached 
to the Romiſh religion, and diſcontented with the 
\court, where new men and new meaſures prevailed. 
Ever ſince Mary's arrival in England, they had warm- 
ly eſpouſed her intereſt, and had even engaged in ſe- 
veral plots for her relief, They were privy to Nor- 
folk's ſcheme; but the moderation and coolneſs of 
that nobleman did not ſuit their ardour and impetuo- 
fity. The liberty of the Scottiſh queen was not their 
ſole object: they aimed at bringing about a change 
in the religion, and a revolution in the government 
of the kingdom. For theſe purpoſes they had ſolicit- 
ed the aid of the king of Spain, the avowed patron of 
popery, and the natural enemy of Elizabeth. Glad of 
an opportunity of diſturbing the tranquillity of Eng- 
land, Philip ordered the duke of Alva, governor of 
the Low Countries, to encourage the two earls in 
their projected rebellion, by a promiſe of money and 
troops 20. But Elizabeth fortunately got intelligence 
of their deſign, before they were ready to take the 
field; and though they immediately aſſembled their 
retainers, and flew to arms, the queen acted with ſo 
much prudence and vigour, that they were obliged to 
diſperſe themſelves without ſtriking a blow #z, The 


x9. Haynes. 20. Carte, vol, iii. 21. Camden. 
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common people retired to their houſes, the leadery 
oath into n 


ee was ſo well pleaſed with the duke of 
Norfolk's behaviour, during this inſurrection, that 
ſhe releaſed him from the Tower, and allowed him 
to live in his own houſe, though under ſome ſhew of 


- confinement. But the queen of Scots, with whom 


A. D. 1570. 


he promiſed to hold no farther correſpondence, was 
only more ſtrictly guarded; and Elizabeth, ſenſible of 
the danger of detaining her any longer in England, re- 
ſolved to give up Mary into the hands of the Regent, 
whoſe ſecurity, no leſs than the Engliſh queen's, de- 
pended on preventing her from aſcending the throne, 
The negociation for this purpoſe had been carried 
ſome length, when it was diſcovered by the vigilance 
of Lefley, biſhop of Roſs ; who, together with the 
French and Spaniſh ambaſſadors, remonſtrated againſt 
the infamy of ſuch a tranſation. A delay was by 
that means procured ; and, the violent death of the 
Regent, who was ſhot, in revenge of a domeſtic in- 
jury, by a gentleman of the name of Hamilton, pre- 


vented the revival of the project az. 


On the death of the earl of Murray, who was a 
man of vigour and abilities, but of an auſtere and un- 


| #2. Carte, vol. fi. Anderſon, vol. iii. Part of Hamilton's eſtate had 
beembeſtowed upon ore of the Regent's favourites, who ſeized his houle, 
and turned aut his wife naked, in a cold night, into the fields; where, 
before morning, he became furiouſly mad. From that moment he 
vowed revenge againſt the ear] of Murray. Party-rage ſtrengthened 
and mffamed his private reſentment; and the maxims of that age juſ- 
tificd the maſt deſperate courſe he could take to obtain vengeance. He 


- followed the Regent for ſome time, watching an opportunity to ſtrike 


the blow ; and at laſt hot him from a window as he was paſſing 


through Linlithgow, in his way from Stirling to Edinburgh. Craw- 
furd's Mem. Buchanan. Robertſon. 
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amiable character, Scotland relapſed into a ſtate of . 
anarchy. The queen's party ſeemed for a time to 

prevail: but, at length, through the interpoſition of XD 7576. 
Elizabeth, who acodepdejed hey recommendation 

with an armed force, the earl of Lennox, the king's 
grandfather, was elected regent; and Mary, after 

being amuſed, during ten months, by a deceitful ne- 
gociation, and the hopes of liberty, found herſelf 

under ſtricter cuſtody than ever, and without any 

hopes of eſcaping from it 23. In that joyleſs fitua- 

tion we muſt leave her for a while, and take a view 

of the civil wars on the continent, the iſſue of bien 

ny concerned both the Britiſh queens, 


; Rus BETH was ſenſible, this as the head of the 
Proteſtant party, her ſafety ina great meaſure depend- 

ed on the continuance of the commotions in France 
and the Low Countries, She therefore contributed, 
as we have ſeen, both ſecretly and openly, to enable 

and encourage the reformers to ſupport the ſtruggle, 
while ſhe watched the motions of the Catholics with 
a jealous eye. And an event happened about this 
time, which increaſed her vigilance, Pope Pius V 


* AD. 1574, 
after having endeavoured in vain to conciliate, b 

a gentle means, the friendſhip of Elizabeth, iſſued a 
— bull of excommunication againſt her; depriving her of 
A all title to the-crown, and abſolving her ſubje&s from 
le, their oath of allegiance. This bull, which had no 
rey doubt been fulminated at the inſtigation of the Catho- 
_e lic princes, was affixed to the gates of the biſhop of 
- London's palace, hy one John Felton, a zealous Pa- 
He piſt; who, fcorning either to flee or deny the fact, 
ike was ſeized, condemned, and executed, He not only | 
ing 


23. Spotſwood, Leſley: | {offered 
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ſuffered with conſtancy, but ſeemed to en death, 
in ſuch a cauſe, as a triumph *4, 


Tabs rouſed by the violent Piel of popery, Eli- 
zabeth, who had never been remiſs, fixed her eye 
more ſteadily on the religious wars in France and the 
Low Countries. The league concerted at Bayonne, 


as has been already noticed, for the extermination of 
the Proteſtants, had not been concluded ſo ſecretly, 


but intelligence of it had reached Conde, Coligny, 


and other leaders of that party in France. Finding 
the meaſures of the court correſpond with their ſuſ- 

picions, they determined to prevent the cruel perfidy 
of their enemies, and to ſtrike a blow before the Ca- 
tholics were aware of the danger. In conſequence of 


this reſolution, they formed, in 1567, the bold defign 
of ſurpriſing the king and queen-mother, who were 
living in ſecurity, at Monceaux in Brie; and had 
not the court received ſome accidental information of 


the conſpiracy, which induced them to remove to 


Meaux, and been beſides protected by a body of 
Swiſs, who came haſtily to their relief, and conducted 
them with great intrepidity to Paris, they muſt have 
fallen, without reſiſtance, into the hands of the Hu- 
gonots 25, 


A BATTLE, was ſoon after fought in the plains of 


St. Denis; where, though: the old conſtable Mont- 


morency, the general of the Catholics, was ſlain, the 
Hugonots were defeated, by reaſon of their inferiori- 
ty. in numbers. Conde however, ſtill undiſmayed, 
collected his broken troops; and having received a 
ſtrong reinforcement of German Proteſtants, appear- 


24. Camden, p. 428. 


23. Davila, lib. iv. Mezeray, tom. v. . 
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ed again in the field at the head of a formidable force: LE TIER, 
With that new army he traverſed great part of the | 
kingdom ; and at laſt laying ſiege to Chartres, a place XD; 1571% 
of much importante, obliged the court, in 1868, eo x 
”_ to an re ovurEx . 


'Y 


Tais peace; 1 * a eee e aid | 
e on neither fide, was of ſhort* duration. The 
queen · mother, deceitful in all her negociations; had 
laid a plot for ſeizing Conde and Coligny. They re- 
ceived intelligence of their danger, fled to Rochelle, 
and ſummoned their partizans to their aſſiſtance. 
Thither the Hugonots reſorted in great numbers, and 
the civil war was renewed. with more fury than ever. 
The duke of Anjou, brother to the king, commanded 
the Catholies; and gained, in 1569, under the direc- 
tion of the marechal de Tavanes, the famous battle 
of -Jarnac, after a ſtruggle of ſeven hours. The prince 
of Conde being wounded and made prifoner, was car- 
ried off the field, and killed in cold blood by a o_ 
tain of the duke of Anjou's eee 27. | 


e this Aube karg acecinptinied with 45 106 
of ſo great a leader, did not break the ſpirit of the Hu- 
gonots. Coligny, whoſe courage was ſuperior to all 
difficulties, ſtill gallantly ſupported their cauſe; and 
having placed at the head of the party the king of 
Navarre, only ſixteen years of age, and the young 
prince of Condẽ, to both of whom he acted as a fa- 
herz he encouraged the Proteſtants rather to periſh 
bravely im the field than by the hands of the execu- 
tioner. Their ardour was not inferior to his own; 
Ar belag Danes ths Z — of 
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NN Germans, they @liged the duke of Anjou to nue, 5 
—— and inveſted Poitiers . 5 


D. n. 


- A the of all France were Groton this enter- 
prize, the young duke of Guiſe, emulous of the re- 
nown which his father had acquired by the defence of 
Metz, / threw himſelf into Poitiers, and ſo animated 
the garriſon by his valour and conduct, that Coligoy 

. was obliged to raiſe the ſiege, in ſpite of his moſt vi- 
gorous efforts, after loſing three thouſand men 29, 
Such was the riſe of the reputation of the ſecond duke 
of Guiſe, whom we ſhall aſterwards ſee attain fo di - 
ſtinguithed a height of fame and grandeur, and whoſe 
ambition engaged him in ſehemes fo deſtructi ve to the 
authority of his „ and the "_ of his na- 
tive. r. 


Erugerre, ovep watchful of tho civil commo- 
tions in France, was by no means pleaſed with this re- 
vival of the power of the houſe of Lorrain; and being 
anxious for the fate of the Proteſtants, whoſe intereſts 
were fo intimately connected with her own, ſhe ſent 
them ſecretly 2 ſum of money, beſides artillery and 
military fiores. 30. She alſo permitted Henry Cham- 
Pernon to levy and tranſport over to France, a regi- 
ment of gentleman volunteers. Meanwhile Coligny, 
conſtrained by the impatience. of his troops, and the 
difficulty of ſabſiſting them, fought with the duke of 
Anjou ;and-the marechal de Tavanes, the memorable 
- battle of Moncontour, in which he was wounded and 
„„ ten thouſand men 37, 


Tn court of Franes, and the Catholics, elated 
with this ver, , flattered thembeives that the 


Cs. Rn vo. Cumden, p. ar 
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porter of the Hugonots was finally broken; and thefe- LETTER 
fore neglected to take any farther ſteps for cruſhing 


LXVI. 


an enemy no, longer thought capable of reſiſtance. AD. 1571. 


What was then their furprize to hear, that Cdligny, 
Rilt undiſmayed, had ſuddenly appeared in anotticr 
quirter of the kingdom; had inſpired with all his 


valour and conſtancy the two young princes; whom he 
governed; had aſfembled a formidable army, accom- 


pliſhed an incredible march, and was ready to beſiege 
Paris! The public finances; diminiſhed by the con 
tinued diſorders, and waſted by ſo many fruitlefs' 
wars, could not bear the charge of a new armanient, 


The king was therefore obliged, in 1500, notwitk- 


ſtanding his violent animoſity againſt the Hogoriots;' 


to enter into a negociation with them at St. Germaid 


en Laye; to grant them a pardon for all paſt of- 
fences; to declare them capable of all offices, botli 
civil and military; to renew the edicts for liberty of 
conſcience z and cede to them for two years, as places 
of refuge, and pledges of their ſecurity; Rochelle, La 
Charitẽ, Montauban, and Coignac 32. The firſt of theſe 
cities kept the ſea open for receivitig ſuccours from Eng- 
land, in caſe of a pew war; the ſecond preſerved the 
paſſage of the Loire; the third commanded the fron- 
tiers of Languedoc and Querci; and the fourth open- 


ed # paſſage into Angouniois, where the Hugonots' 
had greater ſtrength than in any other province. 
. , | 


Tuus an end was ſeemingly put to the civil wars 


of France. But Charles was in no degree reconciled 
to'His'rebeffious ſubjects: and this accominodation, 


like all the foregoing, was employed as a ſnare, by 


which the perfidious court might carry more ſecurely 
33. 1d. wid. 
ES M m2 into 
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PART l. into exeęution that project, which had been formed 
4D. 1577 for the deſtruction of the Proteſtants. Their leaders 


were accordingly invited to- Paris, and loaded with 
favours; and, in order to lull the party into yet 
greater ſecurity, Charles not only declared, That, 
convinced of the impoſſibility of forcing men's con- 
ſciences,. he was determined to allow every one the 


free exerciſe. of his religion, but affected to enter in- 


to cloſe connexions with Elizabeth 33. Propoſals of 
marriage were made her with the duke of Anjou; a 
prince whoſe youth, beauty, and valour, qualities to 


which the queen never appeared inſenſible, it was 
hoped would ſerve for ſome time to amuſe the court of 


England, 

ELIz ABE TR, whoſe artful politics never triumphed 
ſo much as in thoſe intrigues which were connect- 
ed with her coquetry, immediately founded on this of- 
fer che project of deceiving the court of France. Ne- 


gociations, equally inſincere on both ſides, were ac- 


cordingly entered into with regard to the marriage, 
and broke off under various pretences. Both courts, 
however, ſucceeded in their ſchemes. Charles's arti- 
fices, or rather thoſe of the queen · mother, impoſed on 


Elizabeth, and blinded the Hugonots; and the pro- 


ſpect of that princeſs's marriage, as ſhe expected, and 
of an alliance between France and England, diſcou- 
raged the partizans of the queen of Scots, ſo ready at 
all times n che repoſe of the latter kingdom 34, 


EL124B &TH had alſo other motives for her diſſimu- 
lation. The violent authority eſtabliſhed by Philip 
in the Low TITAN, made her deſirous of fortifying 


33+ Camden. Davila. Digges. 34. Ibid. 
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herfelf even with the ſhadow of a new confederacy: LETTER 


Not ſatisfied with having reduced to their former ſtate 


$33. 
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of obedience the, revolted Flemings, whom his barba- A.D. 157 4 


rous perſecutions had rouſed to arms, that bigotted 


and tyrannical prince ſeemed determined to make the 


late popular diſorders a pretence for utterly aboliſh- 
ing their privileges, and ruling them thenceforth with 
Ae e 2 n 


Tu duke of 5 5 a fit inſtrument in the bands of 
foch a deſpot, being employed by Philip to carry this 
violent deſign into execution, had conducted into the 


Low Countries, in 1 568, a powerful body of Spaniſh 


and Italian veterans. The appearance of ſuch an 
army, with the inexorable and vindictive character of 
its leader, ſtruck the Flemings with terror and con- 
ſternation. Their apprehenſions were but too juſt. 
The privileges of the provinces were openly and ex- 


preſoly aboliſhed by an edict; arbitrary and ſanguin- 
ary, tribunals were erected; the. counts Egmont and 
| Horne, notwithſtanding their great merit and former 


ſervices, and although they had been chiefly inſtru- 
mental in quelling the late revolt, were brought to the 


block ;. multitudes were daily delivered over to the 
n. ; and nothing was to be heard or ſeen but 


ſeizure, confiſcation, impriſonment, torture, and 


death : 35 « 


"Mranwittte William of Naſſau, prince of O- 
range, ſurnamed the Silent, whoſe eliate had been 
confiſcated, was employed in raiſing an army of Ger- 


man Proteſtancs, in order to attempt the relief of his 


native country ; and, having completed his levies, he 
entered the Netherlands at the head of twenty-eight 


35. Temple. Grotius, | 
M m 3 thouſand 
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PART I. thouſand men, and offered battle to the duke of Alva, 
| ET) 
7 2571 


But that prudent general, ſenſible of the- i importance 
of delay, declined the challenge; and the Spaniardy 
being in poſſeffion of all the fortified towns, the prince 
was" obliged, from want of money, to diſband his 
_ army, without heing able to effet "mY thing of im- 
— portayce 3 56. 


Av 4's good fortune * increaſed his infolence 
ar cryelty. After entering Bruſſels in tripmph, he 
ordered diligent ſearch to be made after all who had 
been aiding to the prince of Orange, and put them ta 
death by various tartures. He next commanded Cl» 
tadels to be built in all the principal towns, in order 
to over-awe the inhabitants; ; and in that of Antwerp 
he cauſed his own ſtatue to be erected, in the attitude 
of treadin on the necks of two ſmaller ſtatues, repre- 
fenting the two eſtates of the Low Countries, accom- 
panied with the emblems of hereſy and rebellion ! 
E51 with enſlaving and inſulting a free peo- 

ple, he proceeded to pillage and oppreſs them with 
Kactiont altogether ruinpus. He demanded the hun- 
dlredth penny, as à tax on all goods, whether maveable 
or immbveable, to ſupply bis preſent exigencies ; and 
for the future, the twentieth penny annually on all 


immoveable goods or heritage; and the tenth penny on 


all moveable goods, to be Nied at every ſale 37, The 


inhabitants refuſed to ſubmit to ſuch oppreſſive taxes. 


ya had recourſe to his uſual ſevęrities; and the Flem- 
ing ſeemed i in danger of being reduced to the moſt 
abje& ſtate of wretchedneſs, while the courts of 
France and England were amuſing each other with 
3 marriage treaty. 


1 leere bb. l Grotins bi 1. 14. h. 


ELIZABETH, 


the court of France, had applied for protection to that 
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- Er.12a BETH, however, was never icattentive to the 


affairs of the Low Countries. She was equally diſ- 


_ercQion of ſo great a military power in her immediate 
_ neighbourhood ; and hence, as already obſeryed, ſhe 
_ endeavoured to guard herſelf againſt the ambition of 


Philip by the appearance of an alliance with France» 


But her danger from the Low Countries was greater 


than ſhe was yet aware of. 
Tux queen of Scots, thinking herſelf 3 


of Spain; and Philip, whoſe dark and thoughtful 


mind delighted in the myſtery of intrigue, had held 
for ſome time a ſecret correſpandence with Mary, by 
means of Leſley, biſhop of Roſs, her ambaſſador at the 
court of England, and had ſupplied both herſelf and 
_her adhereats in Scotland with money. At length a 
ſcheme for reſcuing Mary, and ſubverting the Eng- 
liſh government, was concerted by the biſhop of Roſs, 
the Spaniſh ambaſſador, and Rodolphi, a Florentine 


merchant, who had reſided long in London, and ated 
privately as an agent for the pope. Their plan was, 


that the duke of Alva ſhould land ten thouſand men in 
the neighbourhood of London; that the duke of Nor- 
folk, whom they had drawn into their meaſures, and 


who had renewed his engagements with the queen of 


Scots, notwithſtanding his ſolemn Promiſe to hold no 
correſpandence with her, ſhould join the Spaniards 


with all his friends, together with the Engliſh Ca- 
tholics and malecontents; that they ſhould march in 
a body to the capital, and oblige Elizabeth to ſubmit 


to what conditions they ſhould thiak fit to impoſe 38, 


38. State Trials, vol. i. Leſley, p. 55. 
Mm 4 Bur 
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extermination of the roteſtants, and to. obſerve the 
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. danger 4. the ſuſpicious temper of one of Norfolk's 
© *ſervants. Being intruſted with a bag of money under 
the denomination of filver, he concluded it to be gold 
from its weight, and carried. it to ſecretary Cecil, 
- now lord Burleigh, whoſe penetrating genius ſoon dil | 
covered, and whoſe activity brought the whole con- 
ſpiracy to light.” The duke of Norfolk, betrayed by 
his other ſervants, who had been privy to the plot, 
A.D. 1578. Was ſeized, convicted of high treaſon, condemned, and 
executed. The biſhop of Roſs was committed to the 
Tower; the Spaniſh ambaſſador was commanded to 
Jeave England; and the earl of Northumberland, be- 
ing delivered up to Elizabeth about this time by the 
Regent of Scotland, was brought to the block for his 
ſhare in the former rebellion 3%, Rodolphi, then on 
his j journey to Bruſſels, eſcaped the arm of yengeapce. 


Tux queen of Scots, who had been either the im- 
mediate or remote cauſe of all theſe diſturbances, was 
kept under a ſtricter guard than formerly; the num- 
ber of her domeſtics was abridged, and no perſon was 
permitted to ſee her but in the preſence of her keepers. 
*The"Englith parliament was even ſo enraged againſt 
her, that the commons made a direct application for 
per inſtant trial and execution 4, But although Eli- 
zabeth durft not yet carry matters to ſuch extremity 
: againſt Mary, or was not ſo diſpoſed, the reſtleſs ſpi- 
rit of the captive princeſs, and her cloſe connections 
with Spain, made the queen of England reſolve to act 
without diſguiſe « or ambiguity 1 in the affairs of Scot- 
e 8 


PL Ibid. REY vol. ii. Ry p- 3440. 40. D'Ewes, 
pars. of Pari. | 
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"Tr ar kingdom was ftill in a fate of anarchy. The 


caſtle of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of 


Grange, had declared for Mary; and the lords of her 


party, encouraged by this circumftance, had taken poſ- 


ſeſſion of the capital, and carried on a vigorous war 
againſt the Regent. By a ſudden and unexpected en- 
terprize, they ſeized that nobleman at Stirling, and 
ſle w him in revenge of former injuries. They were, 
however, overpowered by a detachment from the caf- 


tle, and an inſurrection of the townſmen, and obliged 


to retire Jo Precipitation. 


Tux earl of Marre was sten regent of Scotland 
in the room of Lennox, and found the ſame difficulties 
to encounter in the government of that divided king- 
dom. He was therefore glad to accept the mediation 
of the French and Engliſh ambaſſadors, and to con- 
clude, on equal terms, a truce with the queen's party. 
He was a man of a free and generous ſpirit ; and find- 
ing it impoſſible to accommodate matters between the 
parties, or maintain his own authority, without ſub- 


mitting to a dependence on England, he died of me- 


lancholy, occaſioned by the diſtracted ſtate of his 
country. 


Mank was ſucceeded in the regency of Scotland by 
the earl of Morton, who had ſecretly taken all his mea- 
ſures in concert with Elizabeth; and as ſhe was now 
determined to exert herſelf effeAually i in ſupport of the 
king s party, ſhe ordered Sir William Drury, gover- 
nor of Berwick, to march with a body of troops and 
a train of artillery to Edinburgh, and to befiege the 


caſtle, Kirkaldy, after a gallant defence of thirty- 


three days, againſt all the efforts of the commanders 
of the two nations, who puſhed on their attacks with 


. courage, 
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25.1572. der, by reaſon of a mutiny in the garriſon. He was 
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April 11. 
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delivered into the hands of his countrymen, by Eliza- 
-beth's order, expreſsly contrary to his capitulation 
with Drury, and condemned by Morton to be hanged 
at the croſs of Edinburgh. Maitland of Lethington, 
who had taken part with Kirkaldy, and could not ex- 
pect to be treated more favourably, prevented the ig - 
nomjiny of a public execution by a voluntary death. 
« He ended his days,“ ſays Melvil, “ after the old 


1 * faſhion !“ and Scotland ſubmitting entirely to 


the Regent's authority, gave no farther inquietude, for 
many years, to the Engliſh queen 4, 


Tux events on the continent were not ſo favour- 
able to the intereſts, or agreeable to the inclinations 
of Elizabeth. After the negociation for a marriage 


between the Engliſh queen and the duke of Anjou 


was finally broken off, a defenſive alliance had been 
concluded between France and England. Charles 
TX. conſidered this treaty, not only as the beſt artifice 
for blinding the Proteftants, the conſpiracy ' againſt 
whom was now almoſt ripe for execution, but alſo as 
a good precaution againſt the dangerous conſequences 


to which that atrocious meaſure might expoſe him, 
Elizabeth, who, notwithſtanding her penetration and 


experience, was the dupe of the French king's hypo- 
criſy, v regarded it as an invincible barrier againſt the 
enemies of her throne, and as one of the chief pillars 
of the ſecurity of the Proteſtant cayſe. Even the 
leaders of the Hugonots, thaugh ſo often deceiv- 
ed, gave credit to the treacherous promiſes and 
profeſſions of the court; and Charles, in order to 
complete that fatal confidence, into which he had 


. Melvil. Crayford. Camden. Strype. 
lulled 
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lulled them, by his inſidious careſſes, offered his fiſter IRT TEA 


Margaret i in marriage to the young king of Navarte 4. 


Tux admiral de Coligny, the prince of Conde, 

and all che moft conſiderable men of the Proteſtant 
party, went chearfully to Paris, 3 in order to affiſt at the 
celebration of that marriage; which, it was hoped, 

would finally appeaſe the religious animoſities. Co- 
ligny was wounded by a ſhot from a window, a few 
days after the marriage; yet the court ſtill found 
means to quiet the ſuſpicions of the Hugonors, till the 
eve of St. Bartholomew, when a maſſacre commenced, 

to which chere is nothing parallel in the hiſtory E 
mankind, either for the diſſimulation that led to 

the deliberate cruelty and barbarity with which it was 
perpetrated. The Proteſtants, as a body, were devoted 
to deſtruction; the young king of Navarre and the 
prince of Condè only being exempted from the general 
doom, on condition that they ſhould change their reli- 
gion. Charles, accompanied by his mother, beheld from 
a window of his palace this horrid maſſacre, which was 
chiefly conducted by the duke of Guiſe, The royal 
guards were ordered to be under arms at the cloſe of 
day: the ringing of a bell was the fignal ; and the Ca- 
tholic citizens, who had been ſecretly prepared by their 
leaders for ſuch a ſcene, zealoufly ſeconded the exe- 
cution of the ſoldiery, imbruing their hands, without 
- remorſe, in the blood of their neighbours, of their com- 
panions, and even of their relations; the king himſelf 
inciting their fury, by firing upon the fugitives, and 
frequently crying «Kill, kill!” —Perſons of every con- 
dition, age, and ſex, ſuſpected of adhering to the re- 
formed opinions, were involved in one undiſtinguiſhed 
ruin. About five hundred gentlemen, and men of rank, 

among whom was Coligny, with many other heads of 


42. Davila. Digges. Mezeray. 
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the proteſtant party, were murdered in Paris alone; 
and near ten thouſand perſons of inferior condition. 
The fame barbarous orders were ſent to all the pro- 
vinces of the kingdom ; and a like. carnage. enſued at 
Ronen, Lyons, Orleans, and ſeveral. other cities 4, 
Sixty thouſand Proteſtants, are ſuppoſed to have been 
cred in different parts of F rance. 


x 
"4 


T4 = an 9 for this . petßdy, and in- 


human butchery,” Charles pretended that a conſpiracy 
the Hugonots to ſeize his perſon, had bten ſudden- 
y detected; and that he had been neceſſitated for his 


3 ſafety, to proceed toſ extremities againſt them. 


The parliament accordingly ordeted- an annual pro- 
teſſion, on St. Bartholomew's day, in cominemora- 
tion of the deliverance of the kingdom; and a medal 

was ſtruck, in honour of the ſame event, with this 
duties (which, ſeems to bear a farther meaning) 
on one fide, accompanied with the royal arms: P16- 


Tas ercitavit Jus TITIAM; PI ET rouſed Jus r 10·.“ 


On the other fide Charles is ſeated on a throne, with 
the ſword of Juſtice in his right hand, and the balance 
in his left, with a group of heads under his feet, ſur- 
rounded by theſe words: Virtus in Rebelles ; Courage 
in puniſhing Rebels ks on 5 207 213559! 


Ar eee in 0 «i maſſacre of St. Bar- 


| tholomer,.;witick no popiſh writer of the preſent age 


mentions without deteſtation, was the ſubject of pub- 
lie rejoicings; and ſolemn thanks were returned to 
God for its ſucceſs under the name of the Triumph of 

the Church Militant / Among the Proteſtants i it excited 
incredible horror; a ſtriking picture of which i 1s drawn 
by Fenelon, the French ambaſſador at the court of 


43. Davila, lib. v. P. Daniel, tom iv. Mezeray, tom. v. 
4. Matthieu. Dupleix. Le Gendre. Mezeray. 
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England, in his account of his firſt audience after that LETTER 


parbarous tranſadion. A gloomy ſorrow,” ſays he, 


LXVII, 7 
— 


«& ſat on every face: ſilence, as in the dead of night, A. P. 1572, 


e reigned through all the chambers of the royal apart - 
& ment: the ladies and courtiers, clad in deep mourn- 
„ ing, were ranged on each ſide; and as I paſſed 
& by them, in my approach to the queen, not one 


e beſtowed on me a favourable look, or made = leaſh, 


60 returs to my ſalutations “.“ 


Tus Engliſh nobility and gentry were rouſed to 
ſuch a pitch of reſentment, by the cruelty and perfidy 
of the French court, that they offered to levy an army 


of twenty-two thouſand foot and four thouſand horſe; 
to tranſport them into France, and to maintain them 


for ſix months at their own expence. But Elizabeth, 
cautious in all her meaſures, moderated the zeal of 
her ſubjects. She was aware of the dangerous ſitua⸗ 
tion in which ſhe now ſtood, as the head and protect- 
reſs of the Proteſtant body, and afraid to inflame 


farther the quarrel between the two religions, by a | 


hazardous cruſade ; ſhe therefore judged it prudent, 
not only to refuſe her conſent to the projected inva- 
ſion, but to liſten to the profeſſions of friendſhip ſtill 
made her by the French monarch. Meantime ſhe 


prepared herſelf againſt that attack, which ſeemed to 


threaten her from the combined force and. violence 


of Charles and Philip; two princes. as nearly allied 


in perfidy and barbarity as in bigotry, and whoſe 
machinations ſhe had reaſon to dread, as ſoon as they 


had quelled their domeſtie diſturbances. She fortified 
Portſmouth ; put her fleet in order; exerciſed her 


militia z_ and. renewed: her, alliance with the Crerman 
princes, no leſs alarmed than herſelf at the treacherous 


- 45+. Carte, from Fenglon's Diſpatches, . 
9 | and 
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and — mieafures fo univerſally embraced. by 


Bur - Elizabeth's 8 ſeeurity aal the at · 
tempts of thoſe princes, was the obſtinate reſiſtance 
made by the Proteftants in France and the Low Coun- 
tries. The maſſacre, inſtead of annikilating the Hu- 
gonots,. only rendered them more formidable. Ani- 
mated by the moſt ardent fpirit of civil and retigious' 
liberty, inflamed by vengeance and deſpair, they aſ- 
ſembled in large bodies, or crowded into the cities 
and fortreſſes in the poſſeſſion of their party; and 
finding that they could repoſe no faith in capitula - 
tions, nor expect any elemency from the court, they 
determined to defend themſelves to the laſt extremity, 
After one of the moſt gallant defences recorded in 
hiſtory, the town of Sancerre was obliged to ſurren- 
der, but the inhabitants obtained liberty of con- 
ſcience. Rochelle, before which in a manner was 
aſſembled the whole force of France, ſuſtained a'fiege 
of eight months. During that fiege the citizens re- 
pelled nine general and twenty particular aſſaults, and 
obliged the duke of Anjou, who conducted the attack, 
and loft twenty-four thouſand men, in the courſe of 


his operations, to grant them an advantageous peace #, 


Thus ended the fourth civil war, by a treaty which 
the court did not intend to obſerve, ard to which the 
1 never truſted. 


Tax miſeries of France increafed every day. 
Charles grew jealous of his brothers, and many of che 
moſt conſiderable men among the Catholics, diſpleaſed 


with the meaſures of the court, favoured the progreſs 


of the Hugonots, All things tended: to confufton. . 


46, Camden. Digges #7. Devils, libs v. we v. 
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In the mĩdſt of theſe diſorders died Charles IX. of A LETTER | 
diſtemper ſo extraordinary, that it was uni yerſally th . 
confidered by the Proteftants, as a viſible ſtroke of di- A. B. 1574 


vine vengeance.” The blood exuded from every pore 
of his body; Though the author of ſo many atro- 
cious crimes, he was only twenty-four years of age; 
and that unuſual mixture of ferocity and diſſimulation, 
which diſtinguiſhed his character, threatened ſtill 
greater miſchicfs both to his native country and to 
Europe . As he left no male iſſue, he was ſucceed- 
ed in the throne of France by his brother, the duke of 
Aron, lately elected king of Poland. N 


c has been very 
differently drawn by the cotemporary hiſtorians of the two religions, 
And an attempt has lately been made by an. inzenious writet, who 
affeQs liberality of ſentiment, to vindicate that prince from what he 
conſiders to be the calumnies of the Proteſtant writers, In the proſe- 


cution of this deſign, the gentleman, who has undertaken to whitewsjb 
che author of the maſſacre of Paris, endeavours to ſhew, by a diſplay k 
the clegant qualities of Charles, his taſte for the polite arts, and his ta- 


lent of making verſes, that his mind was naturally ſound and generous, 
but corrupted by a peruicious ſyſtem of policy, and enſlaved by the ma- 
chinations of his mother, Catherine of Medicis, As much might be ſaid 
in favour of Nero, and with more juſtice, 

But this writer, in attempting to confound our ideas of virtue and 
vice, has happily furniſhed us with an antidote to his own poiſon. He 
owns, that ſome weeks after the maſſacre had craſed, Charles was not 
only preſent at the execution uf two Hugonot gentlemen, who had ef 
caped the general laughter, * but ſo deſirous of enjoying the fight of their 

« laſt agonies, that, as it was aight before they were conducted to the gibbety 
he eommanded torches to be held up to the faces of the criminals.” ( Hiſt. of 
the Race of Y alois, vol. ii.) And the authors, who atteſt this fact, have 
left us fo many others of 3 fimilar kind, as are ſufficient to induce us to 
ſuppoſe; that the bigotry and cruelty of Charles IX. were equal to the 
execution vf the maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, without the inſtigation of 
his mother. One anecdote deferves particular notice. When the prince 
of Conds heſitated in renouncing his religion, the king exclaimed, in a fu- 
rious tone, accompanied wirh a menacing look, « DzaTuz, Masser the 
„arri!“ . v. Ons tom. v. 
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Far. Bor before we carry farther the account of the 
— civil wars of France, or reſume. the hiſtory. of thoſe 

in the Low Countries, 1 muſt turn your eye, my dear 


OE Philip, back to the affairs of the Faipires 5 a Pee 5 


and i 
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Liviil NHARLES V;-aswe have already Ken was 3 


ceeded in the imperial throne by his brother 
Ferdinand I. the beginning of whole reign was dif- 
A. D. 1557. tinguiſhed by che diet at Ratiſbon, which confirmed 
the peace of religion, by reconciling: the houſe of 
Heſſe to o that of Naſfau . 

Pius W. who was raiſed to 65 parary in 1559, 
leſs obſtinate than his predeceſſor, Paul, confirmed 
the imperial dighity to Ferdinand, He alſo iſſued a 
* . bull for re-aflembling the council of Trent, the moſt 
memorable cecurrence' under” how hay, ms this _ 

N K nan 14 Ws K 
On the. 8 of bat b bull, the Proteſtant 
4D. 1563. princes aſſembled. at Naumburg in Saxony, and came 
| to a reſolution of adhering to the confeffion of Augſ- 
burg, Whatever ſhould 50 determined i in the council 
of Trent. Meanwhile Ferdinand iſſued erders: for 


e e V e lar: * 


+ 1. Heils liv. iii. 
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convoking. 2 diet at Frankfort, | where be managed 
matters With ſo. much addreſs, that his ſon Maximi- 
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| hap, already promered.to.the.thrgne. of Bohemia, was A'D. 888 


elected king of the Romans, with the unanimous con- 
ſent of the Germanic body. The emperor alſo en- 
dleavoured on this occaſion, but in vain, to perſuade 


the. Prateftants., to ſubmit, to. the, general council, 


They-continued; unſhaken in their reſolution, of re- 
jeQing its deerees,, The pope, they maintained, had no 
right to convOoke ſuch. an aſſembly; that prerogative 


belonging to the emperor. alone, to whom, as their 


ſovereign, they were at all times willing to explain 
themſelves on any ſubjeR, either civil or religious. 


12 e 
on 


Finnin the Proteſtants obſtinate 3 in deoxing the 
authority of the council of Treat, Ferdinand reſofved 


o purſue another method of uniting them to the 


church. For that purpoſe, he preſented a remon- 
Krance ty the fathers of the council, exhorting them 
to attempt a,xeformation of manners among, the Ro- 
miſh clergy, in order to remove thoſe abuſes of which 
the Proteſtants ſo juſtly complained, But the pope, 
affirming that ſuch reformation was his peculiar pro- 
vince, would not. allow the, council to take cognizance 
of the ſubject. The emperor. was alſo diſappointed 
in a demand which he made, that the council ſhould 


permit che communion both with and without the cup, 


among the laity, and the marriage of prieſts in the 
Imperial domioions, - His Holineſs would conſent to 
neither of theſe requeſts 1 N 


N 8 * Is 8 council, which had been ſo often ſul. 
pended and renewed, and which proved the laſt aſſem- 
bly of the kind, was finally diſſolved ia December 


2. Thuanus, lb. zxviil, Barre, tom ix. 3. Id. ibid. 
Vor. II. | a on 1 1553. 


A. D. 2663 
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PART 2 a 1565 3. Its decrees, like thoſe of all other gentfal'eoun-- 
FT cils, were calcolated'to exalt the church above the ei- 
$2 4% „ir power; but being little ſalted te the ſpirit"6f the 

times, they were rejected by ſome" catholic prinees, 
coldly received by others, and deſervedly turned into 
ridicule by the reformers . The declared object of 
the council of Trent, in this meeting, was the Ter- 
mation of the church, by which means: only a reconei- 
liation with the Proteftaiits could have been effected. 
Inftead, however, of confirig themſelves to'theolo- 
gical errors, or attempting to eradicate ecelefiaſtical 
abuſes, the revered, Fathers extended their delibera- 
tions to tlie reformation of princes, and compoſed thir- 
teen articles for exalting | the priefihood at the Expence 
of we royal Prerogative 2 8 
| n ei ente fie W436 2221) 
A. D. 1864. Seen after the difofarion of the'Gountil of Trent, 
Died the "emperor, Ferdinand I. "He was ſucteeded 
by his fon Maximilian II. who, in che beginning of 
bis reign, was obliged to engage in 4 wur againft' the 
Turks. Solyman II. Whoſe valbur And ambition bad 
been ſo long terrible to Chriſtendom, though now un- 
fit for the feld, continued to make war by his gene- 
ruls. He had even projected, it is ſaid, the conqueſt 
of the German empire. The affairs of Tranfilyania 
- furniſhed him with a pretext for taking ame. 
Sigiſmund, prince of that country, had aſſumed th title 
ol king of Hungary (which his mother bad refigtied, 
8 we haveſeen, for ſomepoſſeſſions inSilefia), and put 
himſelf under the protection of the Grand Seignior. 
| 597 Maximilian immediately ſent an army againſt Sigiſ- 
mund, under the command of Lazarus Schuendi. The 
| 3 general took Tokay, and would ſoon have te- 
duced all Tranfilvania, had not pn diſpatched 
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an ambaſſador to the imperial court, to negociate in- 
behalf of his vaſlal, By this mY matters were 


| ken ene . 


+ 6. 


arg, 1 5 
and ſe- 


1 to driye the hoy of St. . pes he had for- 
merly expelled from Rhodes, and who ſtill continued, 
according to the maxims of their order, to annoy 
dhe Iaßidels. But the rock of Malta proved fatal to 
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A. D. 1505, | 


Solyman's glory. His general, Muſtapha, after a | 


fiege of almoſt five months, and the loſs of - twenty= 
four :;thouſagd men, was obliged to abandon the en- 
terprizc. La Valette, grand - maſter of Malta, and 
che, Whole body of knights, Ggnalized themſelves 
wonderfully on that occaſion; 3 but as the Turks were 
;continually reinforced, he muſt at laſt have been ob- 
liged to ſurrender the iſland, if Don Garcia, governor 
2 1 had not come to its 5 with twelve _ 


Sans v7; n! . 5 as Roo 129128 5 . 
10 b 16 5 of ae ee and 


coat of DI. And having invaded Hangar with a - 


powerful army, he laid ſiege to Sigetb. This city 
is ſtrongly fituated in a marſh, about fifteen miles to 
dhe north of the Drave, on the frontiers of Sclavonia, 
and. was then the bulwark of Stiria againſt the Turks, 
It had 2 garriſon of two thouſand three hundred men, 


6 Thuanus, lib. xxxvii. 3 Vertot, Hif. de Chev. de Malth, 
dem. iv.” Thyanus, lib, zeviti. © | 
; 3 Wa;2 under 
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Faſt l. under the brave count Zerini, who defended it long 
— 


A. D. 


7 with incredible valour, again. the whole force of es: 
. + ſultan, Meanwhile the emperor Maximilian lay in 


the neighboprhood, wich an army not inferior to that . 
of the befiegers, without daring to attempt its re- 


nef. At length, all the works being deſtroyed, abd 
mme magazine ſet on fire by the enemy,  Zerini ſallicd 


ont, at the head of three hundred me WAP, and 
died gillantly w with his word in his hand“. 3 


- Dvnixo! the * of Sigeth, N which the. 


Turks loſt above chirty thouſand men, Solyman 


expired 3 In the ſeventy: ſixth year of his age. But the 
emperor being unacquainted with this cixcumftance, 
which was kept ſecret till after the ,cedu&ion'of the 
plate, had'retired toward the frontiers of Auſtria, as 
foon-as informed of the fate of Zerini. Soly man was 
ſucceeded in the Ottoman throne by his ſoa, Selim II. 
who began his reign with Tea þ A truce of twelve. 
Fork. wc Maximilian . 60, een ee, 
; AV 141441 31 Ls $3." 

Ls A conſequence of his 8 and the is Apo- 
ſition of the emperor, Germany long enjoyed repoſe, 
while all the neighbouring nations were diſquieted by 


wars, either fore n or domeſtic. Selim, in the mean- 


time, was not idle. After attempting, but with- 
out ſucceſs; ' to ſubdue the kingdom of Perſia, he 
turned his arms againſt the iſland of Cyprus, which . 
at chat N "belonged 60 the republic of Venice. 


q 35 10 


| Tax * and the king of- Spain, on the firſt ru- 


| mour of this invaſion, had entered into a league with 


. theVenetians for the defence of Cyprus. But Nicoſia, 
the capital, was taken by ſtorm, before the arrival of 


dhe. allied fleet; and the commanders being afterward 


8. Heils, I's: ili. e tom. * Ricaut, par bei... 9. Id ibid. 
| 6:42 n | divided 


at the fame time that it inflamed their indignation. 
Charles IX. however excuſed himſelf on account of the 


mo DENN EUROPE. 


divided in Heir bens d& nttempt was made for the 
relfef'of ke Eipriots. Meanwhile the Turks, daily 
reinforced with freſh troops ad redueed all the towus 
in the Ffland except Pamigoſta' Thar eityſaftet a moſt 


gahaiſt aud obftinate defence, ads obliged to eapitu- | 


ate; and Miftapha, the Turkiſh 'gencral;meither re- 
ſpecling courage in an 3 nor the faith of trea- 
ties, ordered Bragadino, the Werner to be flayed 
allve, and the companions of his heroiſm either to be 


butchered, or chained to the oar . This conqueſt is | 


my 


LETTER 


pa , 


A. D. 50. 


A. D. 157}, - 


cajd to have e coſt the Turks an bundred thouſand lines, -- 


"Tir nate ol G nk We 2 n. powers, 


diſtracted fate of his kingdom, from entering into the 
league againſt the Turks; the emperor, pleaded his 


truce ànd the German princes were, in general, too 
much intereſted in che iſſue of the religious wars, in 


France and the Lom Countries, to enliſt themſelves 


under the banner of the croſs. But Philip II. whole» 


Itali#n dominions were in danger, entered warmly in- 
to the cauſe, and engaged to bear half the expence of 


the armament. The Venetians fortified their city, 


and augmented their feet. Pope Pius V. who was 


the ſoul of the enterprize, ſent twelve gallies under 


the command of ' Mark Anthony Colonna. Venieri 


commanded: the Venetian gallies; Doria, thoſe of 


Philip. The chief command was committed to Don 
John of Auſtria, natural ſon to Charles V. who had 


lately diſtioguiſher! himſelf in Spain. by ſubduipg the 
Moreſcoes, or deſcendants of the Moors, whom the 


e of the inquiſition had rouſed to arms, 


Ran, the reduction of Oypras the Turks 


not only ravaged with impunity the coaſts of Dal- 


10. Thuanus, lib. xlix, Cantamir, i 72 Ottoman Emp. tom. ii. 
matia 


\ 


Sw THE HISTONT On 

BART 7 matia and Iſtria, but alſo thoſe of Italy. Their fleet, 
or conſiſting of two hundred and thirty gallies, was met, 
* by the confederates in the gulf of Lepanto, near Co- 
rioth, where was fought the greateſt naval: engage-. 

ment that modern times had ſeen. The force on both 

4: © + fades was n A diſpute was long. fierce, 
and bloody. All the paſſions which can animate. hu- 

man nature were — and all the 1nftrumedts of 

war and deſtruction, of ancient ot modern invention, 

were employed; arrows, javelins, fire - balls, gr appling. 

iron, cannon, muſkets; ſpears, and ſwords. The ho- 

flile combatants fought hand to hand in moſt of the 

gallies, e wil, as on a feld of battle. 

_ Hali, the T admiral, ſutroun ded by four hun- 

dred- Janizaries, Ind Do n John of Auftria; "witli an 

; equal . choſen men, Sed lch a'ftrug- 
gle for three, bours. At laſt Halt was flain, aud his 

galley taken: I the banner of the croſs was Aifptayed 
from the main maſk, and the Ottoman admiral's head 

fixed on the tern, in place of the Turkiſh: ſtandard, 
All now was carnage and confuſion, The+cry of 
66 viddory 4. Vifory?? reſounded through the Chri- 


Alion fleet, and the Turks, every where gave Way. 


They Joſt thirty thouſand, men, in the conflict; ten 
thouſand were taken priſoners ; and fifteen Would 
Cbhriſtian ſlaves yere ſet at liberty, Thirty Turkiſh 
gallies were ſunk, twenty-five b burt, one hundred and 
thirty taken and if Uluzzah,. who was” ſecond in 
command, had not retired with twenty-eight gallies, 
the Ottoman fleet had been utterly. derftoyed, The 
confederates loſt, on the whole, fifteen. gallics, ani 
about ten thoufand men w” i, 


Tuts vifory, which filled n wy the 
"deepeſt melancholy, was celebrated: at Venice with 


1. Feuilet, Vie du Pope Pie V.  Thungus, Cantemir, - Ricaut.” 
„ pr WT YT ON NESW p ghe 


ö 
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e Soi Mlendia tetivals. And Pius V. was ſo traf. 
ported When he heard of it, that he exclaimed, in a 
kind of holy ecftaty, * There was a man ſent from 
„ God, and his name: was John!!!“ alluding to Don 


Jou of Auſtria. Philip 's joy was more moderate, 


© Don Joh,“ fuld he, 2 5 been fortunate, hut he 
« ran a great ridk 43” —and that riſk, as ee in 
e was tun een for ory: > GE EO IIA 


"5 2 


The battle-of Lepanto, though purchaſed. with ſo 
0 blood, and ſo ruinous, to the yanquithed, was 
of no real benefit to the yidors. Alter diſputing long 
what they ſhould do, the Chriftian, commanders 1b 
- falved todo nothing tall. the ſpring. That ſeaſon which 
ſhould, bare! been employed i in taking advantage of the 
enemyse conſternation, was waſted in fruitleſs nego- 
ciations and. vain-glorious triumphs. The Turks had 
leiſure, during the winter, to equip a new fleet, which 
ſpread terror over the c oaſts of Chriſtendom, before 
the confederates, were 7 to aſſemble; 5 And by the 
bravery and conduct of Uluzzali, now appointed com- 
manger in chief, the reputation of the Ottoman arms 
was reſtored. The confederates were able to effect 
no enterprize of i importance, Their councils were 
Again divided : they ſeparated. The Spaniards appear-- 
Foun in the cauſe ; and the Venetian; afraid bf be- 
ig left a prey to "the Turkiſh” power, ſecretly con- 
cluded a peace with Selim. They not only agreed 
that he ſhould retain Cyprus, but ceded'to him ſeve- 
Tal other places, and ftipulated to pay him thirty 
"thouſand crowns in gold, WARE bear, rand 
| "penices of the war ©. i 


Tax pope. was 3 — =. at this treaty, 
"which was certainly diſhonourable to Chriſtendom. 
But Philip II. whoſe attention was now chiefly en- 


12. Feuilet, ubi ſup. 3. Miaiaua, - lib. vii, 
. Ferutz. Tetreras | 


giged 
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ged by the ciyil wars in the Low Countries, readily ; 
taftained the apology,of the Venetians, It- was but 


| reaſonable, he ſaid that. the republie ſhould be per- 


mitted to know her own intereſt : "for rhim, i it, was ſaffi- 


dient, that he had given proofs of his. Frigodſbip to 


A. D. 1574. 


Veni, and of his zeal for the ſupport of che Chri- 
ſtian religion! 1 


IT | : 28 4 „ 8 3 © & 1 en * — = 


Don John, however, Was little pleaſed with the 
conduct of che Venctians. After ſeparating from the 
e he had made himfelf maſter of Tunis, 

bere ke propoſec to ctect an independent ſOvereigns 
77 and he boped nextTeaforl, by weans of the Teague, 


utterly to tuin the ſultan's haval power, "Which lie 


forefaw would be employed to recyver chat city 
and its territory He was not miſtaken in his con- 
jecture. A fleet of three hundred gallies, with forty 
bene Forbes! on board, was fent in the ſpring 
to inveſt Tunis; and the place, though gallantly de- 
fended, was taken by ſtorm, and the garriſon put to 
the Ford; before a fofficient force could be aſembled 
for its relief 16. bac bg. 


Porn all theſe bloody tranlaktions, tue mere te- 
al of e which makes the human heart ſhrink from the 
horrors of war, Germany continued to enjoy tran- 


quillity, under the mild government of Maximilian. 


He died while preparing tv ſupport | his election to the 


kingdom of Poland, and was ſucceeded in the impe- 


rial throne by bis ſon, Rodolph II. a prince who ia- 
herited he pacific diſpoſition of his father. a 


WI muſt now, my dear Philip, return to new ſcenes 
of ſlaughter ; to behold Chriſtians, and fellow-citizens 


exerciſing on each other as great barbarities as ever 


were inflicted upon the followers of nn by thoſe of 
* 


"I, Miniana, ubi fup. * 26 Cantemir. "ITY Ferreras. 
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